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There are over 30 species of canine. The one we know best is  

the pet dog, but this family of animals also includes some wilder 

relatives, such as wolves, foxes, coyotes, dingoes and jackals. 

Wild or domesticated, this furry family is fascinating.  

So, let’s meet the canines!

Us canines don’t all live 

in the same place, we 

just got together to help 

make this book.

Staffordshire

bull terrier

Grey wolf

Red fox

Pug Afghan hound

Meet the canines
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Border collie

Chihuahua

Poodle

African painted dog

Great Dane
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Working dogs are a group of strong, 

intelligent canines originally bred to 

help humans with physical tasks.

St Bernard

These gentle giants originated in 

Switzerland. St Bernards were first 

kept as pets and guard 

dogs by monks 

living high up in 

the snowy Alps, 

before becoming 

rescue dogs.

Eye Colour

Siberian huskies have 

the most beautiful 

eyes. They can have 

brown eyes, blue eyes, 

one of each, or even 

particoloured eyes 

–

 

that’s two different 

colours in the  

same eye!

Newfoundlands are very  

big dogs. A male can weigh up 

to 68 kg 

–

 that’s as much as 

an adult human! But they are 

laid back and friendly and can 

make good pets.

Some of these hard

-

working dogs were 

first bred in colder climates. They can now 

be found around the world and are often 

kept as pets.

Newfoundland

These handsome dogs come from  

Canada. They are very strong  

and helped fishers pull in heavy  

nets full of fish. Great swimmers,  

they even have  

webbed paws! 

Siberian husky

Siberian huskies have very  

thick fur that keeps them  

warm in the extreme 

cold of the Siberian 

Arctic. They were 

bred to pull sleds and 

can run for hours.

Working dogs
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Huskies were used to pull 

sleds in Siberia, Greenland 

and Alaska. In some remote 

areas, these energetic pups 

are still used as a way of 

getting around today.

Even working dogs need 

a day off to play!

St Bernards make great mountain 

rescue dogs. Their amazing sense of 

smell helps them find people trapped 

in snow drifts. They also have 

enormous paws to dig them out with.

Lapland

Great St Bernard Pass
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