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God declares in the word that He created His people to show forth His glory. This is done through their relationship with Him and actively demonstrated this through acts of worship and daily living. The Principles and Precepts Series was developed to examine the biblical history of humankind’s relationship and worship of God. 

It is through this series we endeavor to bring understanding to God’s ultimate purpose in worship and the Church’s responsibility to be reflections of acceptable worship and practice.

In this Series:

Religion has brought definition to man’s existence throughout the ages. Regardless of its belief system, almost every religion draws its inspiration from a belief in a supernatural force. Today’s major religions, namely Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Muslims), claim that God is the inspiration and source of their belief systems. However, this poses a major problem. 

How can three religions with, in some instances, radically different beliefs and expressions of worship be derived from the same God? In addition, within each of these religions there are varying levels of differences in theology and practice.

Since the earliest days of Christianity, there have been continual doctrinal battles concerning the faith. As time passed, theologians presented new theories and “revelations” concerning God and His word. Because of this, many are unsure of what to believe and of what is the proper way to worship God. In this book, we want to discuss reasons why there are numerous opposing doctrines emerging from those who are claiming to be members of the Body of Christ. 

The scriptures were given by the inspiration of God to help us understand Him and His ways. However, man’s interpretation of the scriptures and of the character of God has led to imbalanced and unscriptural teachings. Some individuals present God as an impersonal cosmic force. 

Though God is a supernatural being, He is more than a force. They substitute a personal relationship with God through Christ through their religious practice and understanding of scriptures, while teaching others to do the same. They try to serve God only through their knowledge and the quoting of scriptures and principles. However, when situations do not work according to these “principles," they become discouraged. They do not understand that God has a will. 

Others believe that God’s personality is like man’s and He has no requirements that man has to adhere to. This is because “He is loving and caring. He understands when we fail and fall. We only have to acknowledge His presence.” This extreme is unbalanced. God does have standards that we must live by when we come to Him.

The above extremes reveal to us that some people focus on the personality of God in establishing doctrine, while others focus on the principles of God. Because of varying doctrines, many have become frustrated in their attempt to serve God. 

When Christ came, the scriptures stated that the "Word Was Made Flesh and Dwelt Among Us." This reveals to us that in Christ, the proper way  to see God was presented in His life. His lifestyle became a demonstration of the law of God and of the character of God in the earth. 

In this series, we will understand how the doctrines (principles) of Christ and the divinity (personality) of Christ compare to one another. In doing so, we will grow in our understanding of His Word and Christ's coming into the world. . In this third book, we will examine the establishment of the Church and its influence on man’s approach to God. Book  3 of 3.
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God’s ultimate plan of redemption and salvation came through Jesus Christ. Those that believed on Him received forgiveness, the remission of sins, and the promise of eternal life. The Church, like Israel, has the responsibility to demonstrate how God is to be worshipped. 

The establishment of the Church, the Body of Christ, reflected the will of God for man’s worship and the desire of God for man’s relationship. The Church would reflect the ministry of the Word made Flesh.

The Body of Christ

The Body of Christ; that is, the Church was established to carry on the work of the New Covenant brought in through Christ. 

In the first book of this series, we stated that under the New Covenant, man’s righteousness before God is based upon an inner transformation through His Spirit. This inner transformation results in God’s law (principles) being written in the hearts of man. 


This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them. Heb 10:16 (KJV)


The presence of His Spirit brings men into an understanding of His personality. The New Covenant caused the adherents to become the Word made Flesh.

In addition, they would continue to show how the “Word Dwells Among Us.” Their lives would become, like that of Christ, a living demonstration of the personality and principles of God. 

The establishment of the New Covenant revoked the reign of death through Adam and removed the guilt of sin by the Law. The New Covenant challenged men to embrace God’s personality, which was reflected in Jesus Christ. Christ stated that if they had seen Him, they had seen the Father.


Jesus saith unto him, have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? (John 14:9)


The New Covenant also challenged men to realize God’s true principles (or standards) for worship.  Jesus said in a certain place,


For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:20)


Again, hat did Jesus mean by these words? His followers were expected to embrace and reflect God’s personality in their acts of worship. This is what the Pharisees lacked. They possessed ritual righteousness, but no inner holiness.


For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth. Romans 10:3-4 (KJV)


In  order for the New  Covenant  Church to exceed their righteousness, they had to adhere to God’s standards for righteousness, based upon inner holiness. Again, this is how Jesus’ coming perfected man’s approach and worship of God. This is how we, too, become the Word made Flesh.

Jesus’ ministry broke men free from the bondage of principle-based worship, but it also removed man’s false security of relying solely on God’s personality for the basis of interaction. His life, again, reflected God’s desire for men to see Him as a personal God who had righteous standards. 

The Spirit of Truth

The Church was established upon the outpouring and release of the Holy Ghost. On the day of Pentecost, God sent the Spirit upon the apostles and disciples who waited for Him in the upper room.


And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4)


The entrance of the Spirit of Truth was to perform three main tasks:

The first is that it revealed man’s sin and error. 

The second is that it brought man into a personal relationship with God. 

The third is that it empowered men for service.


And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment. (John 16:8)


The Holy Spirit would  reveal God’s principles. Since He came from God, the Spirit would be able to reveal God principles in light of God’s personality. His ministry would bring balance between the two as Christ’s earthly ministry. 

He would reveal to man his sin, God’s standards for righteousness, and the judgment that is to come. The Holy Spirit’s presence in the Church reminds men that God does have principles (or standards) that have to be followed. He reveals what the Lord requires. Jesus stated that when the Holy Ghost came, He would lead them into all truth. He would reveal Christ to the world.


Howbeit  when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine and shall shew it unto you. (John 16:13-14)


To accompany the revelation of God’s principles (sin, righteousness, and judgment), the Holy Spirit reveals the personality of God through Jesus Christ. 

The Spirit of Truth brings men into understanding the nature of God. He reveals to men their relationship with God. His presence brings men into the same relationship as Christ before the Father.


And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. (Galatians 4: 6)


The Holy Spirit
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