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Fight on, State

Fight on State (GO!)
Fight on State (GO!)
Strike your gait and win, (LET'S GO STATE!)
Victory we predict for thee
We're ever true to you, dear old White and Blue.
Onward State, (GO!)
Onward State, (GO!)
Roar, Lions, roar: (LET'S GO STATE!)
We'll hit that line, roll up the score,
Fight on to victory ever more,
Fight on, on, on, on, on, Fight on, on, Penn State! (S-T-A-T-E GO! STATE!)
[image: Penn State Blue Band Pregame October 27, 2012 - YouTube]

The Penn State Marching Blue Band
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​​Brief history of Penn State Nittany Lions Football
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Established in 1887, the Nittany Lions have achieved numerous on-field successes, the most notable of which include two consensus national championships (1982 and 1986), four Big Ten Conference Championships (in 1994, 2005, 2008, and 2016), 13 undefeated seasons (1887, 1894, 1909, 1911, 1912, 1920, 1921, 1947, 1968, 1969, 1973, 1986 and 1994) and 52 appearances in college bowl games, with a postseason bowl record of 31–19–2. The team is also #7 in all-time total wins. The Nittany Lions play their home games at Beaver Stadium, located on-campus in University Park, Pennsylvania. With an official seating capacity of 106,572, Beaver Stadium is the second-largest stadium in the western hemisphere, behind only Michigan Stadium.

The first recorded game in Penn State football history occurred on November 12, 1881, when Penn State traveled to Lewisburg, Pennsylvania to play Bucknell, known until 1886 as the University at Lewisburg. Penn State won 9–0, which was nine goals to none. At the time, this was really a game of "American rugby." The father of American football, Walter Camp, did not develop the "scrimmage", the "first down" and the "gridiron" (yard markings) until 1882. Although this game was reported in two State College newspapers and the Mirror (University at Lewisburg campus newspaper), Bucknell denies that this game ever happened. Penn State did not field teams from 1882 through 1886. Penn State played its first season in 1887 but had no head coach for their first five years, from 1887 to 1891. The teams played their home games on the Old Main lawn on campus in State College, Pennsylvania. They compiled a 12–8–1 record in these seasons, playing as an independent from 1887 to 1890. In 1891, the Pennsylvania Intercollegiate Football Association (PIFA) was formed. It consisted of Bucknell (University at Lewisburg), Dickinson, Franklin & Marshall, Haverford, Penn State and Swarthmore. Lafayette and Lehigh were excluded because it was felt they would dominate the Association. Penn State won the championship with a 4–1–0 record. Bucknell's record was 3–1–1 (losing to Franklin & Marshall and tying Dickinson). The Association was dissolved prior to the 1892 season.

George W. Hoskins was the first head football coach at Penn State. He posted a 17–4–4 record in his from 1892 to 1895 as head coach, and his .760 winning percentage ranks highest in program history. His first team played its home game on the Old Main lawn on campus in State College, Pennsylvania, before the 500-seat Beaver Field opened in 1893. He was succeeded by Samuel B. Newton, who posted a 12–14 (.462) record in three seasons, 1896–1898. Sam Boyle coached for only one year in 1899 and compiled a 4–6–1 record (.409). Pop Golden coached the Nittany Lions for three seasons from 1900 to 1902, tallying a record of 16–12–1 (.569). Daniel A. Reed took over for the 1903 season and went 5–3 (.625).

Tom Fennell coached the Nittany Lions for five seasons from 1904 to 1908, posting a 33–17–1 (.657) record. In 1907 the school adopted the Nittany Lion mascot, a mountain lion named after nearby Mount Nittany. An early mascot was "Old Coaly", a mule that hauled stone for the original Old Main (completed in 1863 and demolished in 1929). Bill Hollenback took over the Nittany Lions as head coach for the 1909 season and went undefeated at 5–0–2 but left for Missouri for 1910. Bill's older brother Jack Hollenback took over for the 1910 season and went 5–2–1 (.688), but Bill returned to Penn State from 1911 to 1914. Bill went 23–9–2 in his second tenure for a combined record of 28–9–4 (.732). In 1911 and 1912, his teams went 8–0–1 and 8–0 and were awarded retroactive national championships by the National Championship Foundation which are recognized by the NCAA. Head coach Dick Harlow brought a new form of defense, trying to go in-between or around offensive blockers rather than try to overpower them. Harlow's Nittany Lions compiled a 20–8 (.714) record in his three seasons (1915–1917) and was later inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach for his accomplishments.

Hugo Bezdek was Penn State's head football coach for 12 seasons and was the Nittany Lions' first athletics director. Bezdek posted a 65–30–11 record, which included two undefeated seasons and a berth in the 1922 Rose Bowl, a game they lost. Bezdek's Nittany Lions posted a losing record in only two of Bezdek's seasons, going 1–2–1 in 1918 and 3–5–1 in 1928. Bezdek retired after the 1929 season and was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1954. Bob Higgins returned to his alma mater and served as Penn State's head football coach for 19 seasons. He compiled a 91–57–11 overall record, which included 11 winning seasons and only five losing seasons. Higgins' 1947 team tied SMU in the Cotton Bowl. Higgins was forced to retire due to poor health following the 1948 season. He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1954. For one season, Joe Bedenk, also a Penn State alum, served as the Nittany Lions' head football coach. He was promoted from offensive line coach after the retirement of his predecessor. Bedenk posted a 5–4 record in his 1949, his lone season as head coach, before requesting to return to his previous post as offensive line coach.

See Notable Coaches for Rip Engle era and Joe Paterno era

New England Patriots offensive coordinator Bill O'Brien was hired as the 15th head football coach at Penn State, taking over the Nittany Lions football program in January 2012. Early in O'Brien's tenure, the NCAA sanctioned Penn State with a four-season postseason ban and a loss of 40 scholarships due to the child sex abuse scandal. O'Brien posted an 8–4 record in his first season as head coach of the Nittany Lions.

O'Brien's 2013 Nittany Lions team posted a 7–5 record in the second of four years they were ineligible for the postseason. In January 2014, Bill O'Brien left Penn State to accept the head coaching position with the NFL's Houston Texans.

On January 11, 2014, Vanderbilt head coach James Franklin was hired as the 16th Penn State head football coach. He is the first African American head football coach at Penn State. In Franklin's first year, the NCAA lifted Penn State's postseason ban and the Nittany Lions were bowl eligible. The Nittany Lions were named to the Pinstripe Bowl where they won against Boston College on December 27, 2014, at Yankee Stadium.

To start off the 2015 season, Penn State lost to Temple 27–10, its first loss to the Owls since 1941. The loss was followed by victories against Buffalo, Rutgers, San Diego State, Army and Indiana. The Nittany Lions then lost to Ohio State 38–10 in Columbus before winning, 31–30, at Maryland. The victory against Maryland brought the Nittany Lions to six wins, making them bowl eligible for the second year since the postseason ban was lifted. Penn State then shut out the Illinois 39–0 in the second to last home game of the 2015 season. They then lost to Michigan in Happy Valley 28–16 and to Michigan State 55–16 at MSU. The win–loss record for Penn State in the 2015 regular season was 7–5, and 7–6 after a loss to Georgia in the Taxslayer Bowl in Jacksonville.

The 2016 season featured an upset over No. 2 Ohio State during a "White-Out" in State College. Following the win, Penn State was ranked 24th in the AP Poll, its first ranking since 2011. Penn State finished the regular season 10–2, 8–1 in Big Ten play. After winning a tiebreaker against rivals Ohio State, Penn State went on to claim the Big Ten East title and a spot in the Big Ten Championship game in Indianapolis against Big Ten West champion Wisconsin, which they won after trailing 28–14 in the first half. They outscored the Badgers 24–3 in the second half to take home the Nittany Lions' fourth Big Ten Title. On August 18, 2017, Penn State announced that Franklin signed a six-year contract extension worth $5.738 million a year. That deal includes retention bonuses paid at the end of each year of the contract. "My family and I are very thankful to be a part of the Penn State community," Franklin said in a statement. "I am pleased with the progress our program has made in the community, in the classroom and on the field. I look forward to diligently working with President Barron and Director of Athletics Sandy Barbour on implementing a plan that puts our University and our student-athletes in the best position to compete on the field and in life." In addition to the guaranteed money, Franklin's contract extension has incentives including $800,000 for a national title, $400,000 for a College Football Playoff appearance and $350,000 for winning the Big Ten Championship Game. His incentives are capped at $1 million per year.

Penn State went to 7–0 to begin the 2017 season, before losing on consecutive weekends to Ohio State and Michigan State. Penn State finished the regular season with wins over Rutgers Nebraska and Maryland. Penn State capped the 2017 season at the Fiesta Bowl, beating Washington, 35–28.

In 2018 the Lions went 9–4 with a loss to Kentucky in the Citrus Bowl. The 2019 season was spectacular for Penn State going 11–2 with the losses only to Minnesota by 26–31 and to Ohio State and beat American Athletic Conference Champion Memphis who at that time was 12–1. Penn State beat Memphis 53–39 in the Cotton Bowl.

The 2020 season was James Franklin's first losing season with the Nittany Lions. They started off the season with COVID-19 pandemic spring cancelations. Penn State traveled to Bloomington to take on Indiana where they lost in overtime 35–36 with Michal Phenix Jr pendulum touch two-point conversion to win the Game for Indiana. The Nittany Lions took on Ohio State at home with no whiteout due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Penn State lost 25–38. The Nittany Lions took on Maryland who they had not lost to since 2014. The Terrapins beat Penn State 19–35 in Beaver Stadium. The Nittany Lions traveled to Nebraska to take on the Nebraska Cornhuskers where the Nittany Lions comeback fell short and lost 23–30. The Nittany Lions fought the Iowa Hawkeyes but lost 21–41 giving Penn State its first ever 0–5 start in its history. The Nittany Lions, determined to win, traveled to Ann Arbor to defeat the Michigan Wolverines. Penn State got its first victory of the season 27–17 going 1–5. Penn State took on the Rutgers Scarlet Knights in Piscataway where they won again 23–7 thus giving them a 2–5 record. Penn State went home to take on the Michigan State. They trailed 10–21 at halftime but rallied back to win 39–24 getting a 3–5 record. For the Big Ten Championship week Penn State hosted the Fighting Illini at home. Penn State won in rout 56–21 going to a 4–5 record. Penn State players voted to not accept a bowl invitation, so their final record was 4–5. A major offseason change was replacing first-year offensive coordinator Kirk Ciarrocca with Texas offensive coordinator Mike Yurcich. James Franklin is currently under a ten-year $75,000,000 contract (as of 2021).

In 2021, Penn State improved upon its lackluster 2020 season going 7–6. The Nittany Lions finished the season unranked and with a 4–5 Big Ten Conference record. They went 2–3 on the road while maintaining a winning 5–2 record at Beaver Stadium. The season started strong on September 4, 2021, when Penn State defeated the #12 ranked Wisconsin Badgers football team. They won their next 4 games including a 28–20 win over the #22 Auburn Tigers football team. Then they began to struggle after a close 23–20 loss to the #3 Iowa Hawkeyes on the road October 9, 2021. On October 23, 2021, Penn State battled the Illinois Fighting Illini through an NCAA record 9 overtimes, eventually losing 20–18. The teams both scored field goals in the first 2 overtimes, tying the score 16–16. Neither team scored until the 8th overtime when Illinois finally broke the stalemate, quickly followed by a run from Penn State's Noah Cain. Penn State did not score during its first conversion attempt in overtime 9, leaving the door open for Illinois to eventually score and win the game. The Nittany Lions' only subsequent wins came against Maryland (31–14) and Rutgers (28–0). They closed out the 2021 season playing Arkansas at the Outback Bowl, losing the game 24–10. Penn State has a strong 2022 campaign losing to only Michigan and Ohio State and defeating Pac 12 champion Utah in the 2023 Rose Bowl.
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​​National championships
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	Year

	Coach

	Record

	Bowl

	Final AP

	Final Coaches


	1982

	Joe Paterno

	11–1

	Won Sugar Bowl

	No. 1

	No. 1


	1986

	Joe Paterno

	12–0

	Won Fiesta Bowl

	No. 1

	No. 1




Penn State has also been named national champions on seven occasions by the NCAA-designated major selectors.  Penn State claims the 1982 and 1986 championships under Joe Paterno's tenure, both of which are Consensus National Championships.


	1982-Penn State 

	#1 AP, #1 CP

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9/4/1982

	Penn State

	vs

	TEMPLE (4-7)

	31

	14

	W

	

	9/11/1982

	Penn State

	vs

	MARYLAND (8-4)

	39

	31

	W

	

	9/18/1982

	Penn State

	vs

	RUTGERS (5-6)

	49

	14

	W

	

	9/25/1982

	Penn State

	vs

	NEBRASKA (12-1)

	27

	24

	W

	

	10/9/1982

	Penn State

	@

	Alabama (8-4)

	21

	42

	L

	Legion Field


	10/16/1982

	Penn State

	vs

	SYRACUSE (2-9)

	28

	7

	W

	

	10/23/1982

	Penn State

	@

	West Virginia (9-3)

	24

	0

	W

	

	10/30/1982

	Penn State

	@

	Boston College (8-3-1)

	52

	17

	W

	

	11/6/1982

	Penn State

	vs

	NC STATE (6-5)

	54

	0

	W

	

	11/13/1982

	Penn State

	@

	Notre Dame (6-4-1)

	24

	14

	W

	

	11/26/1982

	Penn State

	vs

	PITTSBURGH (9-3)

	19

	10

	W

	

	1/1/1983

	Penn State

	vs

	Georgia (11-1)

	27

	23

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	Coach: Joe Paterno

	
	
	Season Record >>

	395

	196

	11-1

	National Champions





	1986-Penn State 

	#1 AP, #1 CP

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9/6/1986

	Penn State

	vs

	TEMPLE (6-5)

	45

	15

	W

	

	9/20/1986

	Penn State

	@

	Boston College (9-3)

	26

	14

	W

	Sullivan Stadium


	9/27/1986

	Penn State

	vs

	EAST CAROLINA (2-9)

	42

	17

	W

	

	10/4/1986

	Penn State

	vs

	RUTGERS (5-5-1)

	31

	6

	W

	

	10/11/1986

	Penn State

	vs

	CINCINNATI (5-6)

	23

	17

	W

	

	10/18/1986

	Penn State

	vs

	SYRACUSE (5-6)

	42

	3

	W

	

	10/25/1986

	Penn State

	@

	Alabama (10-3)

	23

	3

	W

	

	11/1/1986

	Penn State

	@

	West Virginia (4-7)

	19

	0

	W

	

	11/8/1986

	Penn State

	vs

	MARYLAND (5-5-1)

	17

	15

	W

	

	11/15/1986

	Penn State

	@

	Notre Dame (5-6)

	24

	19

	W

	

	11/22/1986

	Penn State

	vs

	PITTSBURGH (5-5-1)

	34

	14

	W

	

	1/2/1987

	Penn State

	vs

	Miami (11-1)

	14

	10

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	Coach: Joe Paterno

	
	
	Season Record >>

	340

	133

	12-0

	National Champions
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​​​Notable Coaches
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Bob Higgins played college football at Pennsylvania State University, where he was a three-time All-America, and then with professionally with the Canton Bulldogs in 1920 and 1921. Higgins served as the head football coach at West Virginia Wesleyan College (1920, 1922–1924), Washington University in St. Louis (1925–1927), and Pennsylvania State University, compiling a career college football record of 123–83–16. He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1954. Higgins played at Penn State from 1914 to 1917 and was named an All-American in 1915. After spending World War I in the service, he returned to captain Penn State, earning All-America honors again in 1919. In a 20–0 victory over Pittsburgh that season, Higgins caught a pass from Walter Hess and turned it into a thrilling 92-yard touchdown and was immortalized in Knute Rockne's "Great Football Plays." He led the Nittany Lions to only the second unbeaten season in the school's history, culminating in a tie versus Southern Methodist University in the 1948 Cotton Bowl Classic. It marked only the second time that Penn State had played in a bowl game.

Higgins was a brother of Margaret Sanger, famed campaigner for birth control, family planning and social reform. His youngest daughter, Nancy married, James J. Dooley Jr., who was a second-team All-American center in 1952 at Penn State. Their son, James J. Dooley III, played football at Penn State from 1979 to 1981. Their other son, Peter Dooley, was on the cross country and track and field teams at Penn State from 1982 to 84. Higgin's eldest grandson, Robert Lyford, son of Higgins eldest daughter Mary Ann, played basketball at Penn State during the late 1960s. Higgins' daughter Virginia ("Ginger") married All-American guard and fellow College Football Hall of Fame inductee Steve Suhey. He is the maternal grandfather of Penn State standouts Paul Suhey and Larry Suhey and former Chicago Bears fullback, Matt Suhey. More recently, Paul's son, Kevin, and Matt's son, Joe, have played for the Nittany Lions. The Higgins-Suhey family has been called the "first family of Penn State football", with 90 years of involvement with the program.

[image: A person wearing a baseball cap

Description automatically generated]Rip Engle {1950-1965}

Engle was born in Elk Lick Township, Somerset County, Pennsylvania. He played college football as an end at Western Maryland College, now McDaniel College. Engle's coaching record from 1944 to 1965, including stints at Brown University and Penn State, was 132–68–8. He played football at Western Maryland College, reportedly in the first game he ever saw. Under the leadership of Engle at Brown, Joe Paterno developed as a capable quarterback and a skillful leader. After graduating in 1950, Paterno joined Engle at Penn State as an assistant coach. He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1973.

Engle posted a 104–48–4 record during his 16-season tenure as head coach and developed a game known as Angleball as a way for his players to maintain fitness in the off-season. Engle never had a losing season at Penn State, and his 5–5 final season was his only non-winning season. His 1959 and 1960 Nittany Lions teams won the Liberty Bowl, while his 1961 and 1962 teams reached the Gator Bowl, winning the first and losing the second. Engle retired following the 1965 season.
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Joe Paterno {1966-2011}

[image: Penn State Stirs Outcry With Plans to Honor Joe Paterno - The New York Times]Paterno was born in Brooklyn, New York. He attended Brown University, where he played football both ways as the quarterback and a cornerback. He had originally planned to go to law school, but he was instead hired in 1950 as an assistant football coach at Penn State. In 1944, Paterno graduated from Brooklyn Preparatory School. Six weeks later he was drafted into the Army during World War II. Paterno spent a year in the Army before being discharged in time to start the 1946 school year at Brown University, where his tuition was paid by Busy Arnold.

Penn State assistant Joe Paterno was promoted to head coach following the retirement of Engle. Paterno spent 46 seasons as the head football coach, the longest tenure of any head coach in the FBS, and 16 more seasons as an assistant, making his 62 total years coaching at Penn State the most of any coach at any school. Under Paterno, Penn State played as an Independent from 1966 to 1992, and he continued to coach them when they joined the Big Ten Conference in 1993–2011. He also served as Penn State's athletic director from 1980 to 1982. His final record was 409–136–3. His teams won national championships in 1982 and 1986, posted non-losing records in all seasons but five, and appeared in 37 bowl games with 24 wins. His teams also won the Orange Bowl in 1968, 1969, 1973 and 2005; the Fiesta Bowl in 1977, 1980, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 1996; the Sugar Bowl in 1982; and the Rose Bowl in 1994. In June 1990, Penn State's athletics program, after a century as a Division I-A independent, joined the Big Ten Conference. Beaver Stadium was expanded six times during Paterno's tenure. He was elected to the College Football Hall of Fame in 2006 and was a major reason why the longtime rule of waiting until retirement to be inducted into the Hall of Fame was changed to any coach over 75 years of age. He won numerous coaching and sportsman honors during his long run at Penn State. Paterno has the most wins in FBS football (409).

Paterno's coaching career ended abruptly in 2011, shortly before his death, when the Penn State Board of Trustees terminated his contract in response to a child sex abuse scandal involving Paterno's former defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky.
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​College Football Hall-of-Fame
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Including former head coach Joe Paterno, 25 Nittany Lion players and coaches have been selected for the College Football Hall of Fame. 


	Name

	Position

	Inducted


	Hugo Bezdek

	Coach

	1954


	Dick Harlow

	Coach

	1954


	Bob Higgins

	Coach

	1954


	Pete Mauthe

	RB

	1957


	Glenn Killinger

	QB

	1971


	Rip Engle

	Coach

	1973


	Harry Wilson

	RB

	1973


	Shorty Miller

	QB

	1974


	Dexter Very

	End

	1976


	Steve Suhey

	G

	1985


	Richie Lucas

	QB

	1986


	Mike Reid

	DT

	1987


	Ted Kwalick

	TE

	1989


	Jack Ham

	LB

	1990


	John Cappelletti

	RB

	1993


	Dennis Onkotz

	LB

	1995


	Dave Robinson

	End

	1997


	Glenn Ressler

	C/G

	2001


	Lydell Mitchell

	RB

	2004


	Keith Dorney

	OT

	2005


	Joe Paterno

	Coach

	2007


	Curt Warner

	RB

	2009


	Shane Conlan

	LB

	2014


	Kerry Collins

	QB

	2018


	LaVar Arrington

	LB

	2022
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​​Pro Football Hall-of-Fame
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Penn State is one of 11 schools with five or more inductees in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 


	Name

	Position

	NFL team(s)

	Inducted


	Mike Michalske

	G

	Green Bay Packers

	1964


	Lenny Moore

	WR/RB

	Baltimore Colts

	1975


	Jack Ham

	LB

	Pittsburgh Steelers

	1988


	Franco Harris

	RB

	Pittsburgh Steelers, Seattle Seahawks

	1990


	Mike Munchak

	G

	Houston Oilers

	2001


	Dave Robinson

	LB

	Green Bay Packers, Washington Redskins

	2013




College Football Blueblood Series available at: www.stevesfootballbible.com (Blueblood)

SEC
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LSU




College Football Blueblood Series available at: www.stevesfootballbible.com (Blueblood)

ACC
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College Football Blueblood Series available at: www.stevesfootballbible.com (Blueblood)

BIG TEN + Notre Dame
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​National Awards
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Players

	
	Heisman Trophy

	
	Rimington Trophy


	John Cappelletti – 1973

	
	A.Q. Shipley – 2008


	Maxwell Award

	
	Lombardi Award


	Richie Lucas – 1959

	
	Bruce Clark – 1978


	Glenn Ressler – 1964

	
	Carl Nassib – 2015


	Mike Reid – 1969

	
	Ted Hendricks Award


	John Cappelletti – 1973

	
	Carl Nassib – 2015


	Chuck Fusina – 1978

	
	Davey O'Brien Award


	Kerry Collins – 1994

	
	Todd Blackledge – 1982


	Larry Johnson – 2002

	
	Kerry Collins – 1994


	Walter Camp Award

	
	Outland Trophy


	John Cappelletti – 1973

	
	Mike Reid – 1969


	Larry Johnson – 2002

	
	Doak Walker Award


	Sammy Baugh Trophy

	
	Larry Johnson – 2002


	Kerry Collins – 1994

	
	Chicago Tribune Silver Football


	Chuck Bednarik Award

	
	Kerry Collins – 1994


	LaVar Arrington – 1999

	
	Michael Robinson – 2005


	Paul Posluszny – 2005, 2006

	
	Daryll Clark – 2009


	Dan Connor – 2007

	
	Saquon Barkley - 2016, 2017


	William V. Campbell Trophy

	
	Senior CLASS Award – Football


	John Urschel – 2013

	
	John Urschel – 2013


	Fred Biletnikoff Award

	
	John Mackey Award


	Bobby Engram – 1994 (inaugural winner)

	
	Tyler Warren – 2024


	Dick Butkus Award

	
	Wuerffel Trophy


	LaVar Arrington – 1999

	
	Nick Dawkins – 2024


	Paul Posluszny – 2005

	
	




	


Coaches


	Amos Alonzo Stagg Award

	
	George Munger Award


	Rip Engle – 1969

	
	Joe Paterno – 1990, 1994, 2005


	Joe Paterno – 2002

	
	Maxwell Coach of the Year


	AT&T-ESPN Coach of the Year

	
	Bill O'Brien – 2012


	Bill O'Brien – 2012

	
	Paul "Bear" Bryant Award


	Big Ten Coach of the Year

	
	Joe Paterno – 1986


	Joe Paterno - 1994, 2005, 2008

	
	Bill O'Brien – 2012


	Bill O'Brien – 2012

	
	The Home Depot Coach of the Year Award


	James Franklin - 2016

	
	Joe Paterno – 2005


	Bobby Dodd Coach of the Year Award

	
	Walter Camp Coach of the Year


	Joe Paterno – 1981, 2005

	
	Joe Paterno – 1972, 1994, 2005


	Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year

	
	Woody Hayes Coach of the Year


	Joe Paterno – 1978, 1982, 1986

	
	James Franklin - 2016
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​​College Football Consensus All-Americans
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	Player

	Pos

	Yrs

	
	Player

	Pos

	Yrs


	William Dunn

	L

	1906

	
	Sean Farrell

	OL

	1981


	Bob Higgins

	E

	1919

	
	Shane Conlan

	LB

	1986


	Charles Way

	B

	1920

	
	D.J. Dozier

	RB

	1986


	Glenn Killinger

	B

	1921

	
	O.J. McDuffie

	WR

	1992


	Harry Wilson

	B

	1923

	
	Ki-Jana Carter

	RB

	1994


	Richie Lucas

	B

	1959

	
	Kerry Collins

	QB

	1994


	Glenn Ressler

	L

	1964

	
	Jeff Hartings

	OL

	1995


	Ted Kwalick

	E

	1968

	
	Curtis Enis

	RB

	1997


	Dennis Onkotz

	LB

	1968, 1969

	
	Lavar Arrington

	LB

	1999


	Mike Reid

	DL

	1969

	
	Courtney Brown

	DL

	1999


	Jack Ham

	LB

	1970

	
	Brandon Short

	LB

	1999


	Dave Joyner

	OL

	1971

	
	Larry Johnson

	RB

	2002


	Bruce Bannon

	DL

	1972

	
	Tamba Hali

	DL

	2005


	John Skorupan

	LB

	1972

	
	Paul Posluszny

	LB

	2005, 2006


	John Cappelletti

	RB

	1973

	
	Dan Connor

	LB

	2007


	Mike Hartenstine

	DL

	1974

	
	Aaron Maybin

	DL

	2008


	Greg Buttle

	LB

	1975

	
	Devon Still

	DL

	2011


	Keith Dorney

	OL

	1978

	
	Carl Nassib

	DL

	2015


	Chuck Fusina

	QB

	1978

	
	Saquon Barkley

	AP

	2017


	Bruce Clark

	DL

	1978, 1979

	
	Olu Fashnau

	OL

	2023 




[image: Lehigh Valley Flashback Sept. 30: In 1971, Northampton grad Dennis Onkotz  is traded from the New York Jets to the Pittsburgh Steelers – The Morning  Call][image: Shane Conlan Set for Oct. 25 NFF Hall of Fame On-Campus Salute - Penn State  Athletics]

	
Dennis Onkotz
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College Football All-Americans


	W. T. (Mother) Dunn (1906)

	
	Mike Hartenstine (1974)

	
	Kyle Brady (1994)


	Bob Higgins (1915, 1919)

	
	Chris Bahr (1975)

	
	Ki-Jana Carter (1994)


	Percy W. (Red) Griffiths (1920)

	
	Greg Buttle (1975)

	
	Kerry Collins (1994)


	Charley Way (1920)

	
	Tom Rafferty (1975)

	
	Bobby Engram (1994)


	Glenn Killinger (1921)

	
	Kurt Allerman (1976)

	
	Jeff Hartings (1994, 1995)


	Harry (Light Horse) Wilson (1923)

	
	Keith Dorney (1977, 1978)

	
	Kim Herring (1996)


	Joe Bedenk (1923)

	
	Randy Sidler (1977)

	
	Curtis Enis (1997)


	Leon Gajecki (1940)

	
	Mickey Shuler (1977)

	
	LaVar Arrington (1998, 1999)


	Steve Suhey (1947)

	
	Matt Bahr (1978)

	
	Courtney Brown (1999)


	Sam Tamburo (1948)

	
	Bruce Clark (1978, 1979)

	
	Brandon Short (1999)


	Sam Valentine (1956)

	
	Chuck Fusina (1978)

	
	Michael Haynes (2002)


	Richie Lucas (1959)

	
	Pete Harris (1978)

	
	Larry Johnson (2002)


	Bob Mitinger (1961)

	
	Matt Millen (1978)

	
	Jimmy Kennedy (2002)


	Dave Robinson (1962)

	
	Lance Mehl (1979)

	
	Tamba Hali (2005)


	Roger Kochman (1962)

	
	Irv Pankey (1979)

	
	Paul Posluszny (2005, 2006)


	Glenn Ressler (1964)

	
	Bill Dugan (1980)

	
	Alan Zemaitis (2005)


	Ted Kwalick (1967, 1968)

	
	Sean Farrell (1980, 1981)

	
	Dan Connor (2006, 2007) 


	Dennis Onkotz (1968, 1969)

	
	Curt Warner (1981, 1982)

	
	Sean Lee (2007) 


	Mike Reid (1969)

	
	Walker Lee Ashley (1982)

	
	A. Q. Shipley (2008) 


	Charlie Pittman (1969)

	
	Kenny Jackson (1982, 1983)

	
	Aaron Maybin (2008) 


	Neal Smith (1969)

	
	Mark Robinson (1982)

	
	Jared Odrick (2009) 


	Jack Ham (1970)

	
	Michael Zordich (1985)

	
	Stefen Wisniewski (2010) 


	Dave Joyner (1971)

	
	Shane Conlan (1985, 1986)

	
	Devon Still (2011) 


	Lydell Mitchell (1971)

	
	Chris Conlin (1986)

	
	Michael Mauti (2012) 


	Charlie Zapiec (1971)

	
	D. J. Dozier (1986)

	
	Allen Robinson (2013) 


	Bruce Bannon (1972)

	
	Tim Johnson (1986)

	
	Carl Nassib (2015) 


	John Hufnagel (1972)

	
	Steve Wisniewski (1987, 1988)

	
	Saquon Barkley (2017) 


	John Skorupan (1972)

	
	Andre Collins (1989)

	
	Micah Parsons (2019) 


	John Cappelletti (1973)

	
	Blair Thomas (1989)

	
	Jaquan Brisker (2021) 


	Randy Crowder (1973)

	
	Darren Perry (1991)

	
	Olu Fashnau {2023}


	Ed O’Neil (1973)

	
	O. J. McDuffie (1992)

	
	

	John Nessel (1974)

	
	Lou Benfatti (1993)

	
	



[image: Inductee | Harry Edgar Wilson 1973 | College Football Hall of Fame][image: One Step Away – The Football Letter Blog]

	Harry “Light Horse” Wilson

	






	
D.J. Dozier
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​​​Heisman Trophy Winners
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[image: 22 John Cappelletti! #tbt #throwbackthursday Penn State Legend and Heisman  Trophy winner! Picture c… | Penn state football, Heisman trophy winners, Heisman  trophy]John Cappelletti {1973}

Born in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, Cappelletti attended St. Laurence School in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania prior to Monsignor Bonner High School in Drexel Hill, a suburb west of Philadelphia, played quarterback, and graduated in 1970.

Cappelletti was a running back on the freshman team at Penn State in 1970. During his sophomore season in 1971, he played as a defensive back, as the Nittany Lions had two senior running backs who were taken early in the 1972 NFL Draft: Franco Harris (13th overall) and Lydell Mitchell (48th). As a senior tailback at Penn State in 1973, Cappelletti gained 1,522 yards on 286 carries scoring 17 touchdowns as the Nittany Lions rolled to an undefeated 12–0 season. He was awarded the 1973 Heisman Trophy, Maxwell Award, the UPI College Football Player of the Year, the Walter Camp Award, the Chic Harley Award, as well as receiving All-America honors. In his two-year running-back career, Cappelletti gained over 100 yards in thirteen games and had a career total of 2,639 yards and twenty-nine touchdowns for an average of 120 yards per game and 5.1 yards per carry. His Heisman acceptance speech, where he dedicated his award to his dying brother Joey, is one of the most memorable in the history of college sports.

Cappelletti was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1993 and is also a member of the National Italian American Sports Hall of Fame. He was inducted into the Philadelphia Sports Hall of Fame as a member of the 2009 Inductee Class. The undefeated 1973 team was honored at Beaver Stadium during halftime of the 2013 home opener on September 7, and Cappelletti received special recognition – his No. 22 was retired by the program, the first and only number to be retired by any sport at the university.

| Page

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Rivalries
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Pittsburgh

This is a long-standing series between in-state rivals Penn State and Pittsburgh. The rivalry, once one of the fiercest and most important in college football north of the Mason–Dixon line, began on November 6, 1893, at the inaugural game of Beaver Field in State College, and Penn State won the contest 32–0. The first two decades of the series were dominated by Penn State taking 12 of 15 matchups between 1893 and 1912. From 1913 to 1949 Pitt would hold a 26–6–2 advantage, before Rip Engle took over as head coach for Penn State in 1950. With Joe Paterno as an assistant coach, Engle led Penn State to a 9–6–1 record against the Panthers from 1950 to 1965. When Paterno was named head coach in 1965, the next 31 games would swing heavily in the Nittany Lions favor, holding a 23–7–1 advantage from 1966 to 2000. The Rivalry went on a 15-year hiatus prior to the scheduling of a 4-game series in 2011 that would see Penn State travel to Pittsburgh in 2016 & 2018 with Pitt returning to Happy Valley in 2017 & 2019. The series was branded the Keystone Classic in 2016, which saw Pitt hold on for a thrilling 42–39 victory fending off a fierce fourth quarter comeback that fell short on an interception late in the 4th quarter. The Nittany Lions would take the final three games, winning 33–13 in 2017, 51–6 in 2018, and most recently 17–10 in Beaver Stadium in 2019. 

There are no future games scheduled between the two schools, although there is talk of a potential neutral site matchup sometime in the future. The Nittany Lions and Panthers have met on the football field 100 times. 

Ohio State

The rivalry began before Penn State was a member of the Big Ten. Penn State won the first four meetings of the series, which were held between 1912 and 1964. Then Ohio State won in 1975 in a game held in Columbus, Ohio and again in 1976 during the first ever matchup between the two teams in State College, Pennsylvania. Penn State and Ohio State would meet again in 1980 in their first and only postseason bowl, the 1980 Fiesta Bowl, which Penn State won. After the Fiesta Bowl, the two teams would not meet again until Penn State joined the Big Ten in 1993. Since then, the Nittany Lions and Buckeyes have played each other annually.

Following the Nittany Lions joining the Big Ten, the two programs met as conference foes for the first time on October 30, 1993, in Columbus. The No. 3 Buckeyes defeated the No. 12 Nittany Lions 24–6. For the following six matchups, both teams were rated in the top 25 of the AP Poll each year, with at least one team in the top five. In 1996, the Associated Press compared the newly minted rivalry to The Game between Harvard and Yale when speaking of the magnitude and saying it had developed into one of the country's biggest rivalries in just six years. Due to the competitive nature of the games, both teams began to realize that there was uniqueness in the matchup. After only three years in the Big Ten, Buckeye players were already comparing the game to the Michigan–Ohio State football rivalry.

The 2000s saw several close games between the Buckeyes and the Nittany Lions, as they put long time Penn State head coach Joe Paterno, against Ohio State head coach Jim Tressel. Ohio State went 6–3 during this period. What would have been the Buckeyes' seventh win in 2010, along with that entire season, was vacated because of players receiving improper benefits. Ohio State won seven Big Ten titles, either shared or outright, in 2002 and 2005 through 2010, although Ohio State vacated the 2010 title due to improper player benefits. Penn State shared titles in 2005 and 2008 with Ohio State. The 2001 game gave Paterno his 324th career win and the record for most wins by a coach in NCAA history. Penn State was suffering through a dismal season with a 1–4 start with Matt Senaca leading the way. Senaca was soon benched in this game where Ohio State climbed to a 27–9 lead, and freshman Zack Mills helped Penn State come back and nearly saved their season (Penn State finished 5–6). The following year, Penn State would very nearly beat Ohio State in the Horseshoe, only losing 13–7 to the eventual national champions.

In 2005, Penn State was an underdog despite trouncing then-No. 18 Minnesota 44–14 the week before and being undefeated. However, Penn State played defense and shut down the Buckeye ground game. With the help of a loud and boisterous home crowd, Penn State upset the then-favored Buckeyes 17–10 in State College. The noise level of the stadium as a factor in Ohio State's defeat gained national attention and respect for the Penn State student section, giving birth to the "Whiteout" tradition at Beaver Stadium. The following year, the Lions were able to get on the board first and maintained a 3–0 lead at halftime. Penn State fumbled while driving for another score in the third quarter and, after a missed Penn State field goal that would have given the Lions a 6–0 lead, the Buckeyes were able to score the game's first touchdown and gain a 7–3 advantage going into the 4th quarter. Ohio State went up 14–3 when QB Troy Smith, attempting to avoid a sack, threw downfield into coverage. Wide Receiver Brian Robiskie was able to catch the pass and avert a Penn State interception. On the next drive Penn State, starting from its own 20, was able to take the ball to the Ohio State 1-yard line before being pushed back and kicking a field goal to cut the OSU lead to 8. Ohio State was able to score twice in the final two minutes of the game on a pair of interceptions thrown by Penn State QB Anthony Morelli that were returned for touchdowns to secure a 28–6 victory. Ohio State entered the 2007 edition at Happy Valley undefeated and ranked #1 in the country. Despite the loud Penn State "whiteout" planned by the Lions' student section, the Buckeyes were able to overcome an early 7–3 deficit to win 37–17. The 2008 meeting saw Penn State prevail 13–6 at Ohio Stadium, snapping a seven-game losing streak in the Shoe. The Buckeyes would win in 2009 and 2010, going on to win the Big Ten title each year, but the 2010 victory was later vacated.

Both schools had new head coaches for the 2012 season. On November 28, 2011, Ohio State hired former Utah and Florida head coach Urban Meyer as head coach, beginning a new era in the rivalry. Meyer had been considered by many, including Paterno himself, as a possible replacement for Paterno at Penn State. Penn State eventually hired former New England Patriots offensive coordinator Bill O'Brien to succeed Paterno as head coach. The O'Brien Era at Penn State lasted only two seasons, as he was hired as to be the head coach of the NFL's Houston Texans in 2014. O'Brien's Lions lost twice to the Buckeyes, with the 63–14 result in 2013 being Penn State's worst loss, and most points scored against the team, since 1899. O'Brien was replaced by former Vanderbilt head coach James Franklin in January 2014. Ohio State won in Franklin's first two seasons, but in 2016, a blocked punt and blocked field goal helped Penn State upset the #2 ranked Buckeyes, 24–21. Penn State would go on to win the conference championship. In 2017, the sixth-ranked Buckeyes hosted #2 Penn State. The Nittany Lions came into the game with the best scoring defense in the country, allowing only 9.6 points per game, against an Ohio State team that led the Big 10 in scoring. Ultimately the Buckeyes overcame a 28–10 deficit to win, 39–38, scoring the winning touchdown with 1:48 in the game. In 2018, #4 Ohio State rallied from a 26–14 deficit to defeat #9 Penn State, 27–26. The loss ended Penn State's 16-game home winning streak.

Michigan State {Land Grant Trophy}

Since 1993, Penn State has played Michigan State for the Land Grant Trophy. Beginning with the league's expansion and new division format in 2011, the two teams were in different divisions and did not play annually, however this series renewed in the 2014 season and continues yearly as they are both in the Big Ten's Eastern Division. When Penn State joined the Big Ten Conference in 1993, the Nittany Lions and Spartans were named as permanent rivals until 2023 and met each other for the trophy in the last week of conference play. The trophy, designed by former Michigan State coach George Perles, features pictures of Penn State's Old Main and Michigan State's Beaumont Tower, as well as figurines of The Spartan and Nittany Lion Shrine statues. In 2014, when Maryland and Rutgers joined the Big Ten, the conference was realigned into two geographically based divisions, East and West. Michigan State and Penn State are both in the East division, and thus resumed a yearly series. Michigan State University followed by Penn State University are the nation's oldest land-grant universities, hence the name for the trophy. In 1955 on the 100th anniversary of the founding of the land grant system, Michigan State and Penn State were commemorated on a U.S. postage stamp honoring the "First of the Land-Grant Colleges". These two universities were the first ever universities to be placed on a U.S. postage stamp.
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Minnesota {Governor’s Victory Bell}

Since 1993, Penn State has played Minnesota for the Governor's Victory Bell sporadically in their Big Ten schedule. The series was slated to be played two times every seven years beginning in 2014 due to the Big Ten's scheduling procedures, but the series changed to three times every seven years when the Big Ten added another conference game for all teams in 2016. Minnesota was victorious in a contest between two top 25 teams by a score of 31–26 on November 9, 2019, in Minnesota. Penn State defeated Minnesota 45–17 on October 22, 2022, at Beaver Stadium in the annual Whiteout Game.

The Governor's Victory Bell was first presented in 1993 to commemorate Penn State's entry into the Big Ten Conference, with their first league game coming against Minnesota. Penn State won the trophy during the first four matchups, Minnesota the next four, and Penn State the next four after that. In 2008, Penn State recorded the first shutout of the series when they beat Minnesota 20–0; the previous low score for each team was 3 for Minnesota in 1994 and 7 for Penn State in 2004. In 2010, after the University of Nebraska joined the Big Ten as its 12th member, the conference was split into two divisions. Penn State and Minnesota were placed in different divisions and thus, beginning in 2011, the rivalry would be held only four times every ten years. In 2014, the University of Maryland and Rutgers University joined the Big Ten and in 2016, the conference increased its schedule to nine games. Currently, the two schools will play each other at least twice during every six-year scheduling cycle. Penn State leads the series 10–6. In 2019, Both teams were undefeated with Penn State ranked #4 and Minnesota ranked #17. This was the first matchup in which both teams were ranked. The game went down to the wire and ended with a dramatic interception by the Gophers in their own end zone to win 31–26.

Maryland

Penn State and Maryland met in briefly interrupted stretches between 1917 and 1993, with a near-consecutive run played all but three years (1976, 1981, and 1983) between 1960 and 1993. However, the one-sided record belies what was often a competitive matchup until its final years. While Maryland only compiled one win and one tie, numerous games were narrowly lost by missed field goals and turnovers. In 1975, a field goal attempt by kicker Mike Sochko hit the upright with under a minute left, and Maryland lost 15–13. Ten years later, the Terps missed three field goals to eventually lose 20–18. After the Nittany Lions' move to the Big Ten Conference in 1993, the series was canceled. However, Maryland ended up joining the Big Ten as well, in 2014, reinstating the rivalry after more than 2 decades of being dormant. Maryland would win the first matchup by a point (20–19) after infamously declining to shake hands with Penn State captains at midfield during the coin toss at Beaver Stadium. The second meeting as conference foes would be played in Baltimore at M&T Bank Stadium and would again be decided by a point, this time a Penn State win, 31–30. 

Syracuse

The rivalry started in 1922, when Syracuse fought Penn State to a scoreless tie. But it was during the 1950s and 1960s that the rivalry intensified, as it enjoyed a competitive and often controversial string of contests. Syracuse football was led by Ben Schwartzwalder, and Penn State by Rip Engle, then Joe Paterno. From 1950 to 1970, Syracuse won 11 games to Penn State's 10. After Schwartzwalder retired in 1973, Syracuse floundered. Penn State won 16 straight from 1971 to 1986. Conference realignment and scheduling disagreements also dampened the intensity of the rivalry. Penn State fans and players increasingly turned their attention to the rivalry with Pittsburgh. In 1987, Coach Dick MacPherson finally led Syracuse to a resounding 48–21 victory over the Nittany Lions in the Carrier Dome. Syracuse won again the following year in Happy Valley but lost the last two games before the series was suspended in 1991. The rivalry has been renewed three times since the series suspension — in 2008, 2009, and 2013. The Nittany Lions won all three of these contests. Penn State leads the series 43–23–5 with the most recent game played in 2013.
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​Traditions
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The White Out

[image: Penn State Athletics on X: "Is there any scene quite like a Beaver Stadium White  Out? Check out more compelling images of @PennStateFball over the years in  @SInow's top 150 greatest college]This White Out tradition dates to a student section white out in 2004 and has become one of the most eagerly anticipated games during the football season. In recent years, Penn State students have donned white clothes, paint - anything white - to show their solidarity and support for the Nittany Lions. Forming a mass of bouncing and infectious enthusiasm, the students have "Whited Out" Beaver Stadium, the Bryce Jordan Center, and other sports venues, making them some of the noisiest and most intimidating stadiums in America. Beano Cook of ESPN says, "If you aren't impressed with the White Out, you're probably one of those people who think the moon landing was faked."

Nittanyville

[image: Nittanyville is about more than the best seats in the house | Penn State  University]Originally named "Paternoville," Nittanyville is a student camp out that occurs every week of a Penn State home football game. The students camp out to support the team and to acquire the best possible seats for the weekend's upcoming game, since seating is first come, first serve for students. While the name "Paternoville" came about during Penn State's 2005 football season, students have long camped out for first row seats. Prior to 1993, the university distributed non-seat-specific tickets. Starting the same year Penn State football began competition in the Big Ten Conference, students were assigned seats on a first-come-first-serve basis, so that the first students to pass through "Gate A" at the south-east corner of the stadium would be assigned first row seats, and so on down the line. Since then, students have camped out in small to massive numbers to guarantee themselves a front row seat to a Penn State home football game. The 2005 season saw the naming of the tent-city. In anticipation of the 2005 contest between No. 16 Penn State and No. 6 Ohio State, students began camping six days in advance of the game outside the gate so that they would get a first row seat for, arguably, the biggest game of the 2005 season for Penn State. On Tuesday of the week preceding the game, "Paternoville" first appeared. Credited with the naming, freshman Dan Clark and the other students camping with him created a banner reading "Paternoville." The name stuck, and on Wednesday morning, October 5, 2005, newspapers were already referring to the campsite as "Paternoville." State-wide, regional, and even national media outlets began paying attention to the show in front of Gate A. Local businesses printed t-shirts up for the students, brought truckloads of food, and distributed various things like magazines and small footballs to keep the students occupied. Throughout the week, players, coaches, and many alumni and media personalities paid visits to Paternoville. 

On Friday, ESPN's "Cold Pizza" morning show was broadcast from in front of the Bryce Jordan Center, across from the stadium, with some of the cast walking through Paternoville interviewing students and taping their activities, despite the constant drizzle. The next day, ESPN's College Gameday also was broadcast in front of the Bryce Jordan Center, hours before the showdown between the cross-border rivals. Before noon, the tents were packed away and hundreds of students began to line up for entry into the stadium. That night, in a historic game, the Nittany Lions upset the No. 6 ranked Buckeyes 17–10 in front of a crowd of almost 110,000. The game being decided on a fumble by Ohio State quarterback and future Heisman Trophy winner Troy Smith, caused by Penn State defensive end Tamba Hali and recovered by defensive tackle Scott Paxson. After the final whistle, the students rushed to the field. The Paternoville name continued after the game. Since the original "Paternoville," two other games have garnered comparable campouts. They were the 2005 game against the University of Wisconsin Badgers, which was Senior Day for the 2005 season, and the 2006 contest against University of Michigan Wolverines. However, students camp out for every game, not solely the "big" games. On average, about 10–15 tents appear for every game, while the number of tents for the 2005 Ohio State and Wisconsin games and the 2006 Michigan game exceeded 100. 

Prior to the 2006 season, the university placed several markers around Beaver Stadium commemorating various traditions related to Penn State football. To the left of Gate A there is a marker for the Penn State, "student section" and to the right of the gate there is a marker for "Paternoville." Since 2006, the practice of camping out has grown every year until 2009, when over 2,000 different students camped out for one or multiple games throughout the season. In 2011, the record was broken because of Penn State's high-powered home schedule, which included SEC powerhouse Alabama and new in-conference foe Nebraska, amongst other teams. 

In the summer of 2012, "Paternoville" officially became "Nittanyville." As Coach Paterno was no longer the coach of Penn State's football team, the organization decided that since it was unlikely another coach would stay as long as Coach Paterno had, changing the name for each new coach would be impractical. However, aside from the name, nothing changed, and students continued to support the team and camp out for the primary seats.

Uniforms

The team is widely noted for their simple game uniforms. They only wear white pants, and the jerseys are simple blue for home games, and white for away games. The team is only allowed to wear simple black Nike shoes with white calf socks for game days, though blue tights are permitted underneath the white socks for cold weather games. The helmet is white with a blue stripe down the center, and a blue on white "Penn State" sticker covers the forehead helmet logo. No team logos, conference logos, numbers, or other stickers are permitted on the helmet, though two Nike logos are on facemask visors that some players choose to wear. Penn State has started to wear bowl decals only starting with 1997 Fiesta Bowl. Before that, Penn State always declined the decals so they can play out of their simple game uniforms. The blue and white uniforms replaced the school's original colors, pink and black, in 1890 after a student referendum. A common legend of the color change is that they original colors faded in the sun. Black became a hue of navy blue, and the pink became such a light hue that it appeared white. The historicity of this, however, is very questionable, as evidence of it being the root cause is scarce. The uniforms became even simpler for the 2011 season, as the white cuffs and collars on the home jerseys and the corresponding blue cuffs and collars on the road jerseys were eliminated, leaving the jerseys solid blue and white, respectively.
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​Bowl games
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Penn State has earned invitations to 57 bowl games. The Nittany Lions have compiled a Postseason and bowl record of 35–21–2, including an 18–7–1 (.717) record in the major bowls (Rose, Orange, Sugar, Fiesta, and Cotton). Coach Joe Paterno was responsible for most of these bids and victories, compiling more appearances (37) than any other coach in college football en route to his bowl record of 24–12–1 (.662). Paterno has a record of 14–5 (.737) in "major" bowls and is the only coach to have won all five major college bowls during his career.

	12/27/2025

	PENN STATE

	vs

	CLEMSON

	22

	10

	W

	Pinstripe Bowl


	1/9/2025

	#5 PENN STATE

	vs

	#3 NOTRE DAME

	24

	27

	L

	Orange Bowl {CFP Semifinal}


	1/1/2025

	#5 PENN STATE

	vs

	#8 BOISE STATE

	31

	14

	W

	Fiesta Bowl {CFP Quarters}


	12/21/2024

	#5 PENN STATE

	vs

	#12 SMU

	38

	10

	W

	CFP First Round


	12/30/2023

	#10 PENN STATE

	vs

	#11 MISSISSIPPI

	25

	38

	L

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl


	1/2/2023

	#9 PENN STATE

	vs

	#7 UTAH

	35

	21

	W

	Rose Bowl


	1/1/2022

	PENN STATE (7-5)

	vs

	#22 ARKANSAS (8-4)

	10

	24

	L

	Outback Bowl


	12/28/2019

	#13 PENN STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#15 MEMPHIS (12-2)

	53

	39

	W

	Cotton Bowl


	1/1/2019

	#12 PENN STATE (9-4)

	vs

	#16 KENTUCKY (10-3)

	24

	27

	L

	Citrus Bowl


	12/30/2017

	#9 PENN STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#12 WASHINGTON (10-3)

	35

	28

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/2/2017

	#5 PENN STATE (11-3)

	vs

	#9 USC (10-3)

	49

	52

	L

	Rose Bowl


	1/2/2016

	PENN STATE (7-5)

	vs

	GEORGIA (9-3)

	17

	24

	L

	Gator Bowl


	12/27/2014

	PENN STATE (7-6)

	vs

	BOSTON COLLEGE (7-6)

	31

	30

	W

	Pinstripe Bowl


	1/2/2012

	#24 PENN STATE (9-4)

	vs

	#20 HOUSTON (13-1)

	14

	30

	L

	Ticket City Bowl


	1/1/2011

	PENN STATE (7-6)

	vs

	FLORIDA (7-6)

	24

	37

	L

	Outback Bowl


	1/1/2010

	#11 PENN STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#15 LSU (9-4)

	19

	17

	W

	Capital One Bowl


	1/1/2009

	#6 PENN STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#5 USC (12-1)

	24

	38

	L

	Rose Bowl


	12/29/2007

	PENN STATE (9-4)

	vs

	TEXAS A&M (7-6)

	24

	17

	W

	Alamo Bowl


	1/1/2007

	PENN STATE (9-4)

	vs

	#17 TENNESSEE (9-4)

	20

	10

	W

	Outback Bowl


	1/3/2006

	#3 PENN STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#22 FLORIDA STATE (8-5)

	26

	23

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/2003

	#10 PENN STATE (9-4)

	vs

	#19 AUBURN (9-4)

	9

	13

	L

	Capital One Bowl


	12/28/1999

	#13 PENN STATE (10-3)

	vs

	#18 TEXAS A&M (8-4)

	24

	0

	W

	Alamo Bowl


	1/1/1999

	#22 PENN STATE (9-3)

	vs

	KENTUCKY (7-5)

	26

	14

	W

	Outback Bowl


	1/1/1998

	#11 PENN STATE (9-3)

	vs

	#6 FLORIDA (10-2)

	6

	21

	L

	Florida Citrus Bowl


	1/1/1997

	#7 PENN STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#20TEXAS (8-5)

	38

	15

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/1/1996

	#15 PENN STATE (9-3)

	vs

	#16 AUBURN (8-4)

	43

	14

	W

	Hall of Fame Bowl


	1/2/1995

	#2 PENN STATE (12-0)

	vs

	#12 OREGON (9-4)

	38

	20

	W

	Rose Bowl


	1/1/1994

	#13 PENN STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#6 TENNESSEE (9-2-1)

	31

	13

	W

	Florida Citrus Bowl


	1/1/1993

	#21 PENN STATE (7-5)

	vs

	#13 STANFORD (10-3)

	3

	24

	L

	Blockbuster Bowl


	1/1/1992

	#6 PENN STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#10 TENNESSEE (9-3)

	42

	17

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/28/1990

	#7 PENN STATE (9-3)

	vs

	#11 FLORIDA STATE (10-2)

	17

	24

	L

	Blockbuster Bowl


	12/29/1989

	#18 PENN STATE (8-3-1)

	vs

	#19 BYU (10-3)

	50

	39

	W

	Holiday Bowl


	1/1/1988

	#20 PENN STATE (8-4)

	vs

	#14 CLEMSON (10-2)

	10

	35

	L

	Florida Citrus Bowl


	1/2/1987

	#2 PENN STATE (12-0)

	vs

	#1 MIAMI (11-1)

	14

	10

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/1/1986

	#1 PENN STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#3 OKLAHOMA (11-1)

	10

	25

	L

	Orange Bowl


	12/26/1983

	PENN STATE (8-4-1)

	vs

	WASHINGTON (8-4)

	13

	10

	W

	ALOHA BOWL


	1/1/1983

	#2 PENN STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#1 GEORGIA (11-1)

	27

	23

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1982

	#7 PENN STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#8 USC (9-3)

	26

	10

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/26/1980

	#10 PENN STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#11 OHIO STATE (9-3)

	31

	19

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/22/1979

	PENN STATE (8-4)

	vs

	#15 TULANE (9-3)

	9

	6

	W

	Liberty Bowl


	1/1/1979

	#1 PENN STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#2 ALABAMA (11-1)

	7

	14

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	12/25/1977

	#9 PENN STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#15 ARIZONA STATE (9-3)

	42

	30

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/27/1976

	#20 PENN STATE (7-5)

	vs

	#15 NOTRE DAME (9-3)

	9

	20

	L

	Gator Bowl


	12/31/1975

	#8 PENN STATE (9-3)

	vs

	#4 ALABAMA (11-1)

	6

	13

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1975

	#7 PENN STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#12 BAYLOR (8-4)

	41

	20

	W

	Cotton Bowl


	1/1/1974

	#6 PENN STATE (12-0)

	vs

	#13 LSU (9-3)

	16

	9

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/31/1972

	#5 PENN STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#2 OKLAHOMA (11-1)

	0

	14

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1972

	#10 PENN STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#12 TEXAS (8-3)

	30

	6

	W

	Cotton Bowl


	1/1/1970

	#2 PENN STATE (11-0)

	vs

	#6 MISSOURI (9-2)

	10

	3

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1969

	#3 PENN STATE (11-0)

	vs

	#6 KANSAS (9-2)

	15

	14

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/30/1967

	PENN STATE (8-2-1)

	vs

	FLORIDA STATE (7-2-2)

	17

	17

	T

	Gator Bowl


	12/29/1962

	#9 PENN STATE (9-2)

	vs

	FLORIDA (7-4)

	7

	17

	L

	Gator Bowl


	12/30/1961

	PENN STATE (8-3)

	vs

	#13 GEORGIA TECH (7-4)

	30

	15

	W

	Gator Bowl


	12/17/1960

	#15 PENN STATE (7-3)

	vs

	OREGON (7-3-1)

	41

	12

	W

	Liberty Bowl


	12/19/1959

	#14 PENN STATE (9-2)

	vs

	#11 ALABAMA (7-2-2)

	7

	0

	W

	Liberty Bowl


	1/1/1948

	#5 PENN STATE (9-0-1)

	vs

	#4 SMU (9-0-2)

	13

	13

	T

	Cotton Bowl


	1/1/1923

	PENN STATE (6-4-1)

	vs

	USC (10-1)

	3

	14

	L

	Rose Bowl
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​​Stadiums
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Old Main Lawn {1881-1891}

Old Main (originally called "Main Building") is The Pennsylvania State University's first building of major significance. First completed in 1867, the current incarnation of the building was completed in 1930. Today, Old Main serves as the administrative center of Penn State, housing the offices of the president and other officials. It is in the Farmers' High School Historic District, added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1981. Penn State Football played on the Lawn next to Old Main until Beaver Field was built.

Beaver Field {1892-1908} 

[image: A group of people playing baseball

Description automatically generated]Beaver Field was the first official home to the Penn State football and baseball teams. Retroactively known as "Old Beaver Field", it had a capacity of 500 and stood between present-day Osmond and Frear Laboratories, now the site of a parking lot. Until the construction of Beaver Field, sports teams of the then Pennsylvania State College, known as the Nittany Lions, played on the Old Main Lawn, a grassy area outside the main classroom building. Beaver Field served as the first official home for the football and baseball teams. The football team moved in 1909 to New Beaver Field, which held 30,000 fans and served as Penn State's home stadium until 1959, when it was disassembled and moved to the current location of Beaver Stadium in 1960. After the move to New Beaver Field, the original field became known as Old Beaver Field. The field had a grandstand that seated 500. This took the form of a hip-roofed building with no side walls, supported by rows of six columns at the front and rear plus one on each side. A gable at the front bore the name "Beaver Field", below it the year, 1893, and "P.S.C." Beaver Field was named in June 1892 for James A. Beaver, governor of Pennsylvania from 1887 to 1891. Although the state did not usually fund athletics in its public colleges, leaving that to student fees and alumni gifts, Beaver had a line added to the legislative appropriation for Pennsylvania State College that provided $2,000 in 1891–92 and $1,000 in 1893–94 for improving its athletic grounds. These funds made it possible to lay out a quarter-mile track enclosing baseball and football grounds, tennis courts, and a grandstand. The field opened on November 6, 1893, after a two-day weather delay, with a game against Western University of Pittsburgh that Penn State won 32–0. 

Beaver Field began as a plot of grass on Penn State's campus located in the academic village. The land was designated for athletics by faculty in 1875 with growing demand for sport. By 1890 the grass field had a dirt running track, a baseball diamond and a football field and a set of covered wooden bleachers with a seating capacity of 100. Calls from students pushed the university to begin exploring its options to expand its athletic facilities. Then university president James A. Beaver was able to use his political influence as the former Governor of Pennsylvania to push Pennsylvania's legislature to appropriate funds to build a proper athletics facility.
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New Beaver Field {1909-1959} 

[image: A large crowd of people on a field

Description automatically generated]New Beaver Field was a stadium in University Park, Pennsylvania. It served as the third home of the Penn State University Nittany Lions football team, hosting the team until they moved in 1960 to Beaver Stadium. It was built to replace the original Beaver Field (1892–1908), retroactively called Old Beaver Field, which had a capacity of 500 and stood between present-day Osmond and Frear Laboratories. Prior to this, the team played on Old Main Lawn, a grassy area outside the main classroom building of the time. New Beaver Field was built to the northeast of Rec Hall on the present sites of the Nittany Lion Inn and the Nittany Parking Deck and held 30,000 people at its peak. In addition to football, the stadium had a track as well as baseball, lacrosse, and soccer fields. In 1959, the entire structure was disassembled and moved to the northeast corner of campus, where it was reassembled, expanded, and dubbed Beaver Stadium. Portions of the original 1909 design are still in use today. The stadium is named after James A. Beaver, who was a governor of Pennsylvania and a member of the school's board of trustees.

[image: An aerial view of a stadium

Description automatically generated]The field was dedicated on May 7, 1909, at an interscholastic track meet hosted by the university. The new complex received the name New Beaver Field with the former Beaver Field being retroactively renamed Old Beaver Field. Around 200 meet invitations were sent to high school teams around Pennsylvania. As Penn State's football, soccer, and lacrosse teams began playing home games on New Beaver Field, crowds easily filled the 1,200-capacity grandstands. The university continued to expand the seating capacity by building wood bleachers onto the existing grandstands. A total of 4,800 bleacher seats were added by the end of the 1920s, bringing the total capacity of the stadium to 6,000. The stadium's seating was again restructured in the early 1930s due to increased student enrollment and ticket demand. The university demolished the old grandstands and installed two larger sets of bleacher seating on both the east and west sideline. The new upgrades allowed around 16,000 people to attend events hosted at the field. For large events when more seating was necessary, temporary stands around the end zones were erected to form a complete bowl, bringing the total capacity to 20,000. Due to an increased press interest in the Nittany Lions, the university installed a press box in 1924. It was noted that the press box was a shack -like structure with little room for reporters. The formerly all-wood grandstands and bleachers were replaced with steel starting in 1934. During the 1934 season, construction on the stadium cut seating capacity to 5,500. The Great Depression severely delayed the project, forcing renovations to be broken up and completed in four phases. Coming to completion in 1939, the renovation brought the seating capacity to 14,700. The steel grandstands gave the structure more of an air of permanence.
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Beaver Stadium {1960-present} 

[image: Penn State University Beaver Stadium Expansion - Populous]Beaver Stadium is an outdoor college football stadium on the campus of Pennsylvania State University in Penn State University Park. It has been home to the Penn State Nittany Lions of the Big Ten Conference
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