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In June 2025, Chasing Driftwood Writing Group published The World You Gave Us through our own imprint, Chasing Driftwood Books. The book was a collection of poems, stories and flash fiction written by the young people aged 7-18 who attend creative writing clubs and workshops with us.

We didn’t rest for long and that summer term we started work on a new collaborative writing project that would become known as Something Happened In Lakeside View. The process began with a series of votes cast among the writing groups. At the time there were eight writing clubs on Zoom and in schools. 

The first vote was what kind of project shall we work on next? There were several ideas but creating a town and having strange creatures stalk it was the vote that won. Over that summer we started creating the town and also voted on the name! Lakeside View won, and slowly a town was created by all the students. The children were incredibly excited and inspired to write their own stories and poems set within this creepy little town and by the end of the summer term we had plenty of pieces in progress.

Work continued on these stories and poems from September 2025 until the deadline in January 2026. What you are about to read is a huge collaborative effort involving over 80 children! I cannot fault their enthusiasm, creativity or dedication to this project. I am extremely proud of every single one of them and I am sure you will be too.

As this project comes to an end, a new one has already been started...

But for now, please take a deep breath, brace yourself and prepare to step into the strange town of Lakeside View....

Parental Discretion Advised: Please be advised that this book was written by young writers aged between 7 and 18, and while plenty of the stories and poems are suitable for children, there may be a few that are better suited to children aged ten and up. This is, in essence, a spooky, eerie and horror-based project so please consider reading it first before allowing children under ten to enjoy it. Thank you.
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There Once Was A Town...
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By Isabella McFarlane

––––––––
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There once was a town, Lakeside View, 
Where normal life had gone askew. 
Many strange happenings
And unexplainable things
Plagued that strange little town, Lakeside View.
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An Ogre in Lakeside View
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By Doon Upshon

I stepped into the darkness, and I felt a murky liquid dripping on my head. In the corner of my eye, I saw a shadowy figure rising from the ground. It looked like an ogre or a monster with horns. Lights were flickering violently like lanterns in my mind, and I smelled burning like when you leave the oven on for too long.

I looked at the figure one more time and noticed its crooked structure. Its revolting stench weaved through the trees. I could hear footsteps edging towards me like whispers telling me to run. The creature was grinning like a pumpkin. I walked forward and felt something brush against my face. I had just been covered in cobwebs.

I was shocked as I saw its teeth. They looked like something from the underneath. I was desperate to know what this creature was. I didn’t feel welcome there anymore. I could just imagine its claws scratching out my insides. My teeth chittered together as I was about to surrender, when I heard a thundering scream like the figure was panicking.

I froze as it circled around me. I was delighted when I finally figured out what it was and my heart stopped thudding so loud. 

It was Shrek!

He wanted to send a message in a bottle like a potion to Donkey who was on holiday. He chose the silent forest instead of the busy street where it could get knocked over. I understood and told him to have a nice trip!
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The Deep End
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By Isa Hubbard and Darcy

prologue

She’s dead. Our best friend is dead. 

Me, Charlie and Lily, we were best friends, but everything shattered after she was found dead – and we were the main suspects. My name is Jamie and this is the story of The Lakeside View killer.

Chapter one 

She was found in the lake after we had just been there. Me and Charlie (my twin sister) had left early but Lily had stayed behind. When the police came knocking at our door, we were shocked, petrified even. We were only 15 and just a night ago we were happy and our lives were normal, or at least, that’s what everyone thought. 

Chapter two 

We were put in hand cuffs and violently shoved into the back of the police cars. I was put into a separate car from Charlie. I presume that’s so we, “didn’t make any plans”. Charlie’s chocolate eyes were intimidating as she stared through the glass window. I knew what she was telling me. We had to keep quiet. 

After arriving at the police station, we were both interviewed separately and shoved into a cramped holding cell making it hard for us to breathe. There was a creepy old man there, he smirked and whispered something to his friend. I shuddered and gasped. Looking at Charlie, I saw fear in her eyes ... This was going to be a long night. 

Chapter three

I had finally fallen asleep but was woken suddenly by a searing pain in my hands. I looked at my palm to find red fingerprints were all over my hands, dripping with blood. I heard a laugh and I looked up. The old man stared at me with an unearthly smile on his face as blood dribbled slowly from his mouth.

He whispered to me, “Two dead ... who did it?” he cackled nightmarishly.

I woke up again with a start to unfamiliar surroundings and then I remembered. We were in a holding cell. In jail. We were suspected of murder. It was all wrong, we hadn’t done it! There had been two more murders since our arrest twenty-four hours ago.

Chapter four

Suddenly, a warning siren went off, and we were all rushed inside the safe cell. All I saw was an unidentifiable face cloaked in a draping hoodie. Something about her was recognisable but I couldn’t put my finger on it. Then it came to me. It was Lily.... I looked at Charlie in disbelief, mouthing Lily’s name. They all thought she was dead and we did too. Charlie looked stricken, afraid even. I thought back to the last months of Lily’s life, when we all knew she was going crazy ... but maybe she wasn’t as dead as we thought. Did she know?

Chapter five 

As the guard escorted me to the bathroom I heard a scream. My head whipped around and so did the guard’s. My heart was screaming. Charlie! I ran and the guard shouted at me, “GET BACK HERE!”

I ignored him for I had just seen the unseeable. Charlie’s head was tilted back unnaturally, her neck pulsing with blood. I stared at her; her eyes were devoid of emotion. She was dead.  Tears streamed down my face and my heart ached. I lifted my head, fury filled my veins then I turned around and found Lily standing there smiling. 

“I’m back,” she said in a singsong voice, “and you’re next!”

I saw the metal glinting in the light; she cackled and then she ran straight at me. I raced for the door, ignoring the guards, racing for my life away from Lily. I kept running as the trees blurred around me and brambles snagged my clothes. Lily was laughing like a psycho. I guess she was as psycho as me and Charlie. She knew. Somehow, she knew.

I turned around, tears streaming down my cheeks. I knew this was the end. Our eyes met.

“You know, don’t you?” I whispered.

Lily screamed in reply and tears fell down her pale face. 

“You killed me, or you tried to!” Lily sobbed. “Why?” 

“I don’t know,” I cried. “I don’t know...”

Epilogue 

I survived that night but I was left with emotional scars. The police arrived in time and Lily was apprehended. She’s not getting out for a long time. As for me, I’m sitting next to Charlie’s grave, laying down white roses, her favourite. I pleaded innocent and I was given house arrest for attempted murder. For the next fifteen years I must live under house arrest. I was allowed one pet so I got a Yorkie called Sir Poppadom. Life goes on but scars never heal. I’ll never forget Charlie – never.
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The Flight Of The Phoenix
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By Hudson Plummer

One mysterious night in the strange town of Lakeside View, there was an immense amount of shooting. AK47s were going off, drones were falling out of the sky and bombs were exploding. Ships were capsizing at sea and everywhere was chaos.

Can you guess what time of year and event this terrible thing was?

Yes, it was World War 3 in the year 2054 at 16.06, and this was day 67.

Spitfires were released into the sky to fight back.

Spitfires are my favourite planes

Passing towns and dropping bombs

Irresistible 

Too many machine guns!

Fighting for rights

Information finding out

Reaching speeds over 800km

Even winning, really quick

And if you are wondering what happened next, yes, the town survived. Just. Battered and bruised and a little worse for wear, but Lakeside View survived to see another day.
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No Joy In This

[image: ]


By Willow Diffey

I step into the darkness

I feel very, very murky with a shadow beside me

The rising sun flickers 

and I bump into a lamppost

I fall into a burning hot pool and see a crooked arm in my room

With a stench smell coming for me

I see footsteps that cover my bed

I hear whispers coming from the darkness

No light anywhere

Just spooky darkness

No joy

With a grinning pumpkin, as I’m wondering

why this is all happening to me?

Cobwebs and spiders filling my walls

My feet shaking as nerves shudder my body

My teeth shivering like it’s mid-winter

Spiders crawling under my bed as if my room is a spider kingdom

Claws scratching the windowsill

No spiders will surrender

I hear chittering like its repetitive in my ear

As I freeze in panic I feel so confused

My eyes circling, feeling like I’m being haunted

but meanwhile my heart is breaking

I hear cackling so quiet but I wonder where it’s coming from

There is no joy in this
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Hunted
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By Elsie Keapock

I stepped into the darkness and murky water surrounded my feet. Dark shadows strangled me tightly. Small flickering lights suggested a narrow path winding to a hopeful escape. I thought these strange beings were lampposts until I figured out what they really were.

I followed the crooked path for what seemed like an eternity until I saw a mysterious door with nothing behind it and the lights burnt out. I had no other option then to open it. As I did I stepped inside but I could not see much. Little footprints adorned the small purple rooms. I could tell these came from different creatures. None of them looked the same.

For a moment, I was no longer looking at the walls and my heart skipped a beat as grinning eyes emerged out of the darkness. I know I should have been frightened but I was intrigued. I took a small step forward and found my arm caught in a cobweb.

It revealed its sickly teeth and then pounced on me. Its large claws dug underneath my skin. I tried to fight back but almost instantly I surrendered. Panic rushed through my veins. My bones weakened. He was trying to demise me. I was being hunted. In my last few moments I could see this terrible being was delighted.
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Lakeside View Is A Lovely Place To Be
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By L M-R

––––––––
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LAKESIDE VIEW IS A lovely place to be in winter.

An amazing place to be. 

Kaboom! A monster burst through the roof! 

Eating all the tasty foods in my house.
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The Lost Dog Of Lakeside View
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By Anya Hesketh

I am hungry for meat

I wonder why they’re so scared of me?

I hear people screaming in fear

I see children running to peer

I want to stop feeling ill

I am needing to take a pill

I pretend nothing is wrong

I feel as if struck by a gong

I press my nose against a bin

I worry I will damage a shin

I cry for where my family are

I am wishing to be in their car

I now understand why I am alone

I say, I wish I could call on the phone

I dream of a mystery land

I try to offer a helping hand

I hoped that they would understand

I would be amazing in a band

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Alien Halloween

[image: ]


By Fleur Alldrick

I stepped into the darkness

It was Halloween in Lakeside View

There were murky decorations and scary shadows

The moon was rising up

There was a lamppost and it was crooked

The moon started to flicker and whisper, ‘be careful!’

I started to hear big footsteps...

I found out that the world got knocked.

It was delighted and sweet but I found cool stuff.

Weird random windows appeared and I got shaken

and my teeth began to shiver.

I began to say, you’re welcome to come along

It began thunder and lightning

I began to panic when the light of my torch went out

There was another message saying, ‘you really like aliens, don’t you?’

It was all so haunted

and I thought I was getting hunted by something

I was desperate to hide

but suddenly my friends were in front of me.
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The Bone Tree
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By Layla Burrett

Welcome to Lakeside View...

The bone tree is one of the first things you see when you arrive in this town.

I am an elderly rat who survived the terrible thing that happened to the bone tree. I will tell you what happened... 

Now, the tree used to have beautiful, green leaves but now it is so bare that even in summer you can feel nothing but cold air. Every rat in the world was born there; I had so many good memories until one day the ghosts of humans who died in this town stole all the leaves. I lost everything I loved, even the other rats. The only thing that is left of them is blood, bones and their souls that protect the tree.

This is a cursed place.
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Seasons
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By Elsie Keapock

‘Hello’ my leaves whisper in the wind

‘Good morning’ my neighbour called back to me

I feel new fresh leaves adorn my smooth branches

Coloured flowers begin to sprout

Baby animals adorn the forest floor

Hot air fries my wood

Many children run and walk, some even climb

This means it is summertime

Many picnics at Lakeside View

Maybe one for me and one for you

My leaves, they’re leaving, they have turned

Colours of fire, my enemy

They fall, they leave

Apart from the lucky evergreens

Pumpkin spices and Halloween spirits

Now own this land

Brr... the cold ice creeps in

There is ice in my veins

Snow decorates my stiff branches

I see a beautiful sleigh in the sky

It’s Christmas!

No one got me a present

I freeze!

Thank God it’s New Year’s Eve

I cannot wait for Spring
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The Fairies Of Lakeside View
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By Sumayyah Ali

One tired fairy

Two folded wings

Three magic wishes

Four daisy rings

Five fairies flutter

Six starlight spells

Seven hidden treasures

Eight fairies whispers

Nine secret doorways

Ten flowers bloom

And one little fairy

Fell fast asleep
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The Monster
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By L M-R

––––––––
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CHRISTMAS IN LAKESIDE View was always fun. When we finished decorating our tree we ate our dinner then went to bed. I shared a room with my older brothers and they would make weird noises and it would make me have nightmares.

One time my brothers were asleep but I didn't realise they were, and the noises they made were very loud. I said to them to stop but they got louder and louder and LOUDER. No matter how many times I said stop, they wouldn't.

I got out of bed and ran to my parents but when I went into their room I found their bodies were covered in strawberry jam and were mangled. I ran to my sisters room and it was the same gory sight. I ran back to my room and saw my brothers bodies hanging from the ceiling, then I woke up to my mother’s alive face.

I hugged her and started to cry, then we had a nice Christmas together. We went to the lake and spotted some of the rare fish that only come out in winter and we went to the fun fair, which was fish themed this year. We bought all sort of stuff ranging from T-shirts to plushies, then a siren blared.

Someone over a speaker said, “Warning! A monster is attacking our town! Please get into your homes!”

So, we ran to our home as fast as we could. It was lunch by then so Mum made us all some lunch, then we had gift-giving and we were all happy.
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The Black Hole
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By Amaya Hancock

I stepped into the darkness and then I fell into a black hole that was strange. It looked burnt and inside it smelled weird. There were really small footsteps so I followed them. What I saw shocked me! Something was underneath. I was desperate to see what it was. It was a cat, a dog and just lots of animals.

I heard thunder above and saw bones on the floor. There was a potion and there were lots of bats following me as well. I saved the animals. It was hard but I managed. I had to figure out a way to get them out of the black hole. We did it, but it was really hard to do it. It was okay though. It was still dark so we went home and straight to bed. Then I woke up ready for school and when I started to open the door it was bright and colourful outside.
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The Wardrobe
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By Emma Burt

River stared out of the window; wondering what to do as she was  bored out of her mind. Her brother, Liam, peered into the lounge where she was sprawled on the sofa.

“What’s wrong? You bored?”

“Somewhat,” River replied with hope to find something to do.

“You know you can...” Liam began to say. 

“To go on a walk? Are you dumb, no!” she interrupted him, angry as hell. 

“Ugh, don’t ask me then,” Liam moaned.

“Fine!” River replied, annoyed.

She stormed off, racing up the stairs with frustration but hope, sadness but wonder. She slammed her bedroom door and lay on the bed, still bored. When she was waiting in her room, River felt a bit of worry that something was watching her. 

Slightly fearful now, River waited and waited as there was nothing else to do. It was nearly night when the stars were lit, and she tried and tried to at least lay still but still it felt like there was something there in the room with her.

Hours later, River could not sleep so she sat up in bed, wondering, “Is there something there?” She got nervous easily, so this was a big problem for her and she didn’t know what to do. 

“LIAM!” River shouted super loud, hoping her brother could help.

“WHAT!” Liam replied from his room, even louder.

“Have you seen anything strange?”

“NO!!” he shouted back.

“OK!!!!” she absolutely shouted her head off.

She still felt like she was being watched but eventually, River fell asleep.

The next day, tired from the lack of sleep, River was tidying her room when she came across this old, battered and very odd wardrobe. It was old and dusty, full of clothes that were like 50 generations combined into one. This was so strange, she had never seen this before, so how did it suddenly get into her room? Was it something to do with that feeling that something was watching her?

This was weird. And nothing exciting ever happened in boring Lakeside View. Curious now, Rover began to open the wardrobe doors. As she opened them, she jumped and screamed as something ghastly and horrific pounced out on her. It was an alien.
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Fortnite Madness in Lakeside View
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By Abel Miles

Label was a boy with brown eyes, curly hair and red lips and one of his favourite things to do was play Fortnite. Label lived in a mansion beside the shimmering lake in the town of Lakeside View. 

He lived with his mummy, daddy, his sister Phoebe and their two dogs. One dog was white and one dog was brown. He also had one chicken and the chicken was black with fluffy feathers. His mansion had four bathrooms and two cafes, one living room and eight bedrooms, six burger shops, three gardens, eleven playrooms and there were also six gardeners, and twenty guards. 

When playing Fortnite at home one day, Label reached champion rank. He made it to champion but then he got eliminated. He then respawned back to elite, so he completed some training and he talked to someone who said they could help him get back to champion and even to unreal. They gave Label a super stone and he accepted it even though he had no idea what it did. The strange figure said, “It might be helpful on your journey.”

Label carried on playing but then suddenly a Durr Burger landed behind him while he was in mid-sentence chatting. What on earth was going on?

And then he heard a crash outside in his garden and when he ran outside to investigate it was a Durr Burger in real life! 

While outside examining the Durr Burger, Label spotted a Fortnite character on the hill outside his porch, scoping him with a sniper. He ran back inside and hid in his house.

Then the whole world around Label turned into Fortnite, so he continued his journey and found someone to challenge. He came across the mysterious person from before who gave him the super stone. Label now realised that this figure was evil and was trying to trick him. 

“I thought you were trying to help me!” cried Label.

The figure laughed in return. “Hahaha! You really thought I gave you a real super stone? That was a fake version!”

“Was that you trying to sniper me? And was it you that changed my world to Fortnite?” Label questioned.

“Yes, it was me!”

This person was so powerful he made Label fall back to Bronze. However, Label used the super stone anyway and suddenly he was back to his old rank and won the fight with a final shotgun shell. 

“Wow, that really was a real super stone!” shouted Label in amazement.

“What? I thought I gave you a fake super stone!” The figure quickly turned and ran away but he dropped a different super stone  as he ran.

Label grabbed it and used that super stone to get his world back to normal  again.

Everything Fortnite faded to dust and the real world was back.
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Horror In Lakeside View
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By Anya Hesketh

She stepped into the darkness and a spooky, scary skeleton was looking right at her. He was a murky colour and then from nowhere, shadows appeared rising from the mist as all of his friends appeared. They had blood dripping from their mouths, noses, eyes, ears and all over their teeth. A crooked lamppost flickered in the distance. Whispers echoed as footsteps came closer and closer and closer...

The skeletons created a deadly circle all with murderous knives knocking her over, grinning, as if delighted by the sight. Vampire bats floated overhead, smelling the sweetness of the skeleton’s and her blood. She was shocked as if she was trapped in a cauldron with a glass window keeping her inside.

The vampire’s sharp teeth were definitely not welcoming. Suddenly, witches and werewolves appeared and the rotten stench made her cry. The soft noise of thunder came, followed by the roar of lightning coming closer.

Her heart was full of panic as she heard poisonous spiders chittering, sending message to each other. Her haunted life was getting worse and worse. After hunting her down, the desperate creatures disappeared from view. She got up and looked around, scared of what might happen next. Her bones were so tired. 

The witches came back, circling as their black cats pounced on her, scratching with sharp claws so hard it left marks forever. She knew she would have to surrender soon, even though she didn’t want to, as she was underneath a pile of cats. She fought them, throwing them off, knocking them to the ground. Grinning, she got up, running to the path, jumping up and down. 

Suddenly, she awoke, sweating as if there was a pool underneath instead of her bed. It was a dream? A nightmare, more like. She decided to get dressed for trick and treating and began to draw bloody scratches on her arms.

That was when she realised she already had them...
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The Shadow Monster
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By Olivia Dewhurst and Clara Cranton

Ella opened the door and laughed.

Her BFF Maisie was stood outside with her tiny pet, Rootalina, who was her miniature, alive, stick insect. They were stood outside so Ella invited them in. As soon as the door was closed they all raced to the kitchen.

“Last one there is a brussels sprout!” Maisie shouted to Ella.

Once they were all in the kitchen (Rootalina being the brussels sprout), Ella stood on the table top, Maisie looked in the pantry and Rootalina searched the cupboards closest to the floor. 

After a very thorough search they collapsed back on the sofa with three packs of Doritos, a large tear ’n’ share bag of sweets and a large plate of waffles, Nutella and raspberries.

Laughing, Ella put on her favourite show Teenage Laughs. After a few minutes they were both laughing their heads off.

CRASH!!!!! There was a noise outside. 

Maisie jumped up and said, “I’ll go see what it is.”

Maisie opened the front door and Ella heard it click shut. After fifteen minutes Maisie still didn’t reappear, so Ella went outside and saw Maisie lying on the floor, dead. She saw a big snake-like thing with fangs as large as your head, slither down the street.

Her eyes filling with tears, she picked up Maisie’s limp body and, without saying anything, carried her body to the woods with Rootalina trailing behind her.

The next day, Rootalina and her friend Groot went into the forest to plant some flowers by Maisie’s body. Once they were with Maisie’s body they saw a shadow and then they saw the same shadow in a tree.

Groot started to run, he looked back at the, now small, Rootalina and he couldn’t see the shadow. He looked forwards again and he saw it. The shadow that followed him everywhere. He ran back to Rootalina and the shadow finally emerge out of the trees.

It was a funny looking cat! It was green with brown spots and it had blue eyes. It said in a whispery and sweet voice, “I can help you.”

The cat walked up to Maisie’s body and said “Lifeius Powerus.”

Maisie sprang back to life, her hands glowing bright blue. Her eyes turned white and a lightning bolt shot out of the sky.

[image: ][image: ]Far away Rootalina could hear the beasts shrieks as it fell over, a wound as large as a desk in the middle of its forehead. As soon she was sure the beast was dead, she sank to the ground looking exhausted. After five minutes she was laughing and her eyes were the normal shade of blue and green. Ella, hearing all the noises in the forest raced into the clearing. As soon as she saw Maisie with Groot and Rootalina she was so happy.

Chattering happily, she and Maisie walked out of the forest into the sunset and towards Ella’s house, wanting to get back to
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