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			A Note from Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce About Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker: World War II

			Dear Parents and Teachers,

			When Magic Tree House Super Edition #1: Danger in the Darkest Hour (now called World at War, 1944) first came out, we did not plan to write a nonfiction Fact Tracker companion. In the super edition, Jack and Annie parachute into France during World War II to help the French Resistance. Since World War II was the deadliest war in history, we were concerned that a factual account might be too advanced a subject for young readers.

			We changed our minds, however, because we’ve had many requests for such a book. It’s our hope that we’ve handled the material in a sensitive but truthful manner and that young readers will get a basic introduction to this vitally important period in world history.

			If children have questions about World War II, the books and websites listed in the Doing More Research section in the back of this book can be helpful. If they have questions about the Holocaust chapter, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s website, ushmm.org, has information and resources that can aid your conversations.

			Many thanks,

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers: 

			
				“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

				“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

				“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

				“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

				“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

				“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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			Dear Readers,

				This is our most serious Fact Tracker yet. Due to the subject matter, it is meant for older Magic Tree House readers. In World at War, 1944, we parachuted behind enemy lines in Normandy, France, to help defeat the Nazis. Many countries fought in World War II, and millions of people died. Whole cities were destroyed.

				We needed to know more about it. How did it begin? Why did Germany and Japan start the fighting? We wanted the facts, even though the facts are difficult to take.

				As usual, we got out our notebooks and went to work. The Internet helped us, but we also read a lot of books. There is so much information out there about World War II that it wasn’t very hard to get answers to our questions.

				We want to share our research with you. So strap on your parachutes, and let’s hit the ground to learn all about World War II.
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			World War II began in 1939 and lasted for six long years. More people died in this war than in any other war in history. When it was over, at least 50 million people had been killed. Millions had suffered serious injuries. And after years of bombing, cities lay in ruins, leaving millions of people homeless.

			Altogether, sixty-one countries and 100 million soldiers took part in the war. Most of the fighting was in Europe, North Africa, and Asia. There were battles on land, in the sky, and on the sea.

			Choosing Sides

			Germany, Italy, and Japan were the major countries in a group called the Axis powers. Countries belonging to the Axis wanted to gain power by taking over other countries.
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				The Soviet Union was a country that included what we now call Russia, along with smaller central Asian and European countries.

			

			Great Britain, France, the Soviet Union, the United States, and China joined together against the Axis. These countries were called the Allies.
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				Allies are people or groups who join together to support one another.

			

			Germany After World War I

			In 1918, the Germans lost World War I, along with Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire. They had fought against Britain, France, Italy, Russia, Japan, and the United States.
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				Kaiser Wilhelm II, the last emperor of Germany, who ruled during World War I, had to live in the Netherlands after the war.

			

			The French and British thought that Germany caused the war. As punishment, the Germans had to sign a strict peace
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