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What People Are Saying About

The Wild Hunt

The Wild Hunt cannot be tamed, but it can be made more understandable, more meaningful for modern pagans. Morgan Daimler has done just that with Pagan Portals – The Wild Hunt. Though this book is short, it is powerful. Daimler weaves together the threads of many disparate sources and traditions into a cohesive whole that offers a vibrant view of this fascinating and frightening spiritual phenomenon. Readers from a wide variety of traditions and experience levels will find this book to be a rewarding source of information and a valuable reference.

Laura Perry, founder of Ariadne’s Tribe – Inclusive Minoan Spirituality and author of Pantheon – The Minoans

Morgan Daimler presents one of the most elusive and difficult-to-define supernatural beings. Part of this problem lies in the nature of its origin, and the author unravels the possibilities. She also does so without entering into controversy or getting caught short by asserting things we don’t know. We don’t know if the origin of the Wild Hunt is actually Cernunos or Herne, especially when much of the material we have on the Wild Hunt is in fact Christian and closely linked to witchcraft. The author offers a very interesting exploration of this spirit in Norse traditions and also in northern Scotland, perhaps the most Norse place outside of Scandinavia. The book gives us an opportunity to clarify concepts and lays out threads that call for further investigation of the Wild Hunt with a clear foundation. This book is essential for all those exploring horned male spirits or deities.

Ness Bosch, author of Sacred Bones, Magic Bones and Sacred Tattooing Ritual Ink for the Spiritual Seeker

What this book achieves brilliantly is an accessible window into the often perplexing and contradictory nature of a fascinating, if often maddeningly vague concept. Via an exploration of the Wild Hunt’s various expressions and guises across a variety of cultures, we are presented with a glorious tapestry which weaves together into the Wild Hunt we hear mention of frequently both in Modern Paganism and fantasy alike. Daimler pulls us from sources buried in antiquity through to the Hunt’s presence in modernity – from its place in fiction, to the rites and workings of modern Witches and Pagans. Certainly, a must-read for those captivated by the spirits who ride through the tempestuous dark skies.

Mhara Starling, author of Welsh Witchcraft: A Guide to the Spirits, Lore, and Magic of Wales and Pagan Portals – Y Mabinogi

We hear often of the Wild Hunt, but so much of it and the lore surrounding it has dubious origins. In The Wild Hunt, celebrated folklorist Morgan Daimler cuts through the layers of accumulated fancy and gets to the core of the origins of this enigmatic and frightening legend. From the depths of Shakespeare’s imagination to the creative proposals of modern NeoPaganism, Daimler takes us on a wild hunt to uncover the elusive threads of this mystery.

Benjamin Stimpson, folklorist and author of Ancestral Whispers

The Wild Hunt has fascinated and frightened people for as long as the first records of its existence. Experienced in many forms and at different times of the year in many settings, these beings, with their hosts, have been known to bring an element of chaos, omens of bad and sometimes good fortune to anyone caught up in the frenzy. In this well-researched work, Morgan Daimler has presented a well-rounded approach to this topic, exploring all areas where The Wild Hunt has been experienced in past and present times. While examining the many literary works on the subject, Daimler provides useful advice on how, when encountering such an event, it may be navigated safely and successfully, along with many resources for anyone wishing to study the subject further. Another great book by Morgan.

Martha Gray, author of Grimalkyne: The Witches Cat and Nine’s A Charm

From the Nordic Odin to the Welsh Gwynn ap Nudd, as well as the many versions in between, Daimler offers a fascinating exploration into these otherworldly rides, together with suggestions of what to do should the reader encounter such as hunt or even wishes to gain a more personal connection.

Frances Billinghurst, author of Encountering the Dark Goddess: A Journey into the Shadow Realms and Contemporary Witchcraft: Foundational Practices for a Magical Life
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This book is dedicated to Allison, who first suggested this topic.

With gratitude to Ragnar Arn for invaluable help tracking down a magazine reference and to C Lee Vermeers for assistance in accessing some original D&D sources.

No generative AI was used in any way for any part of this book.

All material was written by the author or quoted from a human written source.

This book is endorsed by the Unseelie Court and the Society for the Care and Feeding of Hell Hounds. Probably.


Author’s Note

My interest in the Wild Hunt is a longstanding one, but also a complicated one. I initially learned of the Hunt through the various Celtic cultural adjacent versions, particularly the Slua Sidhe which aren’t the Wild Hunt per se, but are similar in many ways. When I began to explore Heathenry in the mid 2000’s I learned about the Norse Wild Hunt and its ties to Odin, and became fascinated with how varied and wide ranging the stories are. I hope that this book can help other people to sort through this fascinating and complex subject.

I personally favour using APA citation in my writing and so throughout this book when a source is being cited you will see the name of the author and date of the book in parenthesis after that. This indicates the book that is being paraphrased in that sentence, both for clarity and to allow readers to further research for themselves if they choose to. I have also included endnotes expanding on points that don’t fit neatly into the larger text but are important to touch on, as well as a selection of resources in Appendix B.

I would also like to add here, for those readers enterprising enough to read the author’s note rather than just skip over it, that I am choosing not to delve into the connections between Herne and Cernunnos when discussing the Wild Hunt or Herne specifically. While I am aware that it is very common in modern paganism to conflate the two or see them as two names for a single being, my own research can find no such links between them prior to a 1929 book called The History of the Devil – The Horned God of the West which forwarded a lot of speculation to support a theory connecting them. Four years later Margret Murray would continue this in her book The God of the Witches and from there it seems to have entered most streams of modern witchcraft and paganism as fact. Certainly, today the two are seen as linked and are treated in many cases interchangeably, and Herne is treated as a deity, neither of which I am contesting here. However, for the purpose of this book I am trying to trace out the history and beliefs around the Hunt as we have them across time and I am concerned that sidestepping into a discussion of Cernunnos, who is never connected to the Hunt in any older sources in any way, would serve only to muddy the issue. Cernunnos and the Wild Hunt will be discussed very briefly in Chapter 5, through the lens of popculture and modern belief.

Like all Pagan Portals, this book isn’t intended as an end but a beginning for those exploring the Wild Hunt. My goal is to provide readers with an understanding of the subject and the tools to move further into exploring it if they’d like to. I suggest that people investigate the books listed in the bibliography, particularly Lecouteux’s work, if they want to do a real deep dive into the Wild Hunt. This book should, however, offer a solid foundation and a much more in-depth view than is currently available elsewhere in a short format like this.


Introduction

“The Wildgrave winds his bugle-horn,

To horse, to horse! halloo, halloo!

His fiery courser snuffs the morn,

And thronging serfs their lord pursue.”

The Wild Hunt is an intriguing thing, something that can be precisely defined yet also defies definition, which exists as a specific group of beings and a type of group more generally, which embodies nightmares yet also carries blessings. Possibly rooted in ancient warrior cults and medieval witches’ rides, the Wild Hunt continues those themes but also has expanded far beyond them. If this seems maddeningly vague and contradictory that’s because it is, and yet understanding the Hunt can only come from embracing that madness and contradiction – it is simultaneously multiple diverse different things and the sum of all its long, convoluted history.

As with so many things around folklore, myth, and spiritual beliefs much of what will be discussed in this book can be debated and how widely or narrowly the Wild Hunt is defined will depend on the individual doing the defining. To some scholars, including Eva Pocs and Carlo Ginzburg, the Wild Hunt is a deeply rooted Indo-European belief which was passed down through subsequent cultures that developed from that core culture and which has a range of regional expressions which all retain the concept of a supernatural procession connected to the dead and fertility. For others, including Ronald Hutton, the Hunt is far more nebulous in its origins and less cohesive, representing beliefs which have developed and evolved across a range of time periods and cultures, and for which there is no clear-cut pagan origin or theme. Various arguments have been forwarded that the Wild Hunt doesn’t pre-date the 16th century, that it dates back to at least the 12th century, and that it has much older pagan roots, with scholars largely unable to agree on either its source or antiquity (Houston, 1963). It is generally agreed that the term ‘Wild Hunt’ was likely coined by Jakob Grimm in the 19th century for a collection of material that all shared a similar nature and which he brought under that umbrella term in his writing; however, who and what falls into that collection is not always agreed on today. For our purposes here, as I try to do in most of my work, I will be casting a wide net and including a range of ideas and beliefs around the Wild Hunt but I do want to acknowledge up front that some people may disagree with some of this material, and that is perfectly fair. Folk belief is often an opaque thing, and folk belief that stretches across a millennium much more so. Nonetheless I will try to show why each thing is included and present for the reader the supporting evidence and where applicable the counter argument.

The Wild Hunt is a collection of spirits – supernatural beings – that travel through the air at night, often in storms, usually led by a Huntsman; who the Huntsman is varies as widely as the
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