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    CHARLES DICKENS


    ENGLISH NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER


    
      	Born in Portsmouth in 1812.


      	Died near Chatham in 1870.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	A Christmas Carol (1843), novella


          	David Copperfield (1850), novel


          	Great Expectations (1861), novel

        

      

    


    Charles Dickens was an English novelist who is considered to be the greatest writer of the Victorian era, to the point that many of his novels and the characters in them are synonymous with readers’ conceptualisation of the period. He was born in Portsmouth in 1812 to a middle-class family before moving to London in 1820 – the city where he would live for much of his life. In 1824, when financial ruin caused his father to be sent to debtors’ prison, he was forced to drop out of school and work in a factory. This period of his childhood was said to influence much of his later life and work. After working as a clerk and a newspaper reporter, Dickens began his literary career with the serialised novel The Pickwick Papers (1837) and went on to publish 15 novels, five novellas and numerous short stories. He achieved extreme popularity during his lifetime and widespread critical praise ever since, with many of his characters becoming English literary icons. Beyond the hundreds of adaptations of his books for film, television and the stage, Dickens’ work is remembered for its comic wit, vivid characterisation and social criticism.

  


  
    A TALE OF TWO CITIES


    THE GREAT WAVE OF REVOLUTION


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Dickens, C. (1999) A Tale of Two Cities. Ware: Wordsworth Editions Limited.


      	1st edition: 1859
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    Published in 1859, towards the end of his life, A Tale of Two Cities is Charles Dickens’ second and most famous historical novel. The novel, which is split into three books, spans a period of several years and explores the social and cultural conditions in the run-up to and duration of the French Revolution (1775-99). The first book is set in 1775 and the last in 1792, and the novel as a whole follows a group of characters in London and Paris through the great event of the century. The novel was published serially and as a book, with much of the historical context purportedly taken from Thomas Carlyle’s The French Revolution: A History (1837). It was wildly popular on release and has become one of Dickens’ most famous and well-loved novels, with a large number of stage, film and television adaptations appearing over the years, including Jack Conway’s 1935 film. Though, like much of Dickens’ work, the novel is critically celebrated, the historical validity of his account of the French Revolution and the events surrounding it has often been called into question.

  


  
    

  


  
    

  


  
    SUMMARY


    BOOK ONE – RECALLED TO LIFE


    In 1775, Mr Jarvis Lorry, a manager at Tellson’s Bank in London, is on his way to Dover when he receives a message relating to the reappearance of an old acquaintance, a Dr Manette, who has been released from the Bastille in France after 18 long years of imprisonment. Lorry meets with Manette’s daughter, Lucie, and the two travel to Paris together. Dr Manette is lodging with Mr and Mrs Defarge, the owners of a wine shop in Paris. His time in prison has made him a ghost of the man he once was, with much of his personality replaced by a traumatic obsessive hobby for shoemaking. As such, he does not recognise Mr Lorry and only just recognises his daughter by her hair and its resemblance to her mother’s.


    BOOK TWO – THE GOLDEN THREAD


    Five years later, Jerry Cruncher, an odd-jobs man in London, is summoned to the Old Bailey as a messenger for Mr Lorry. He finds on his arrival the trial of Sir Charles Darnay, an acquaintance of Lorry, Dr Manette and Lucie from the voyage back to England, who is accused of treason and almost certain to die for giving away British secrets about troops in North America. He is acquitted, however, when his lawyers Mr Stryver and Mr Carton discredit the testimony against him by drawing a physical comparison between the accused and Carton himself.


    Back in France, on the way back from a party, a French noble named Marquis St Evrémonde, who in his cruelty and disdain for those in poverty represents what we imagine of the French aristocracy at the time, runs over and kills a child in his carriage. The Marquis shows no regret and instead hurls a gold coin at the grieving father, and another at Mr Defarge, in whose town the murder took place. Later that night, the Marquis is visited by none other than Charles Darnay, who as it turns out is his nephew and sole heir. Charles is pained by the French aristocratic system of which he is a part and renounces both his family name and his inheritance to the contempt of his uncle, wishing instead to pursue his career and relationships in England. The next morning the Marquis is found murdered in his bed.


    In London some time later, Charles Darnay, now established as a French tutor, goes to see Dr Manette in the hope of securing his blessing to marry Lucie. Manette is saddened at the prospect of losing her but promises not to stand in his way. Little do they know that across at Tellson’s, Mr Stryver is asking Lorry about his own suitability for Lucie, though Lorry attempts to persuade him against it. Mr Carton, who is renowned for a personal life of debauchery and drunkenness, is also in love with Lucie and confesses it to her along with his many miseries, making her promise not to tell anyone. In Paris, a spy turns up at the wine shop owned by the Defarges hoping for information concerning revolutionary sentiment. Madame Defarge knits all the way through, and it is revealed that she knits in code the names of people who are to be killed during the Revolution.


    In England, Charles Darnay marries Lucie in a private ceremony. Her father appears contented throughout – though once they leave for their honeymoon, he retreats back into a reflection of the trauma of his imprisonment, returning to his shoemaking for nine days straight. He snaps out of it, however, and Mr Lorry destroys the shoemaking implements. Several years pass and the couple have children, keeping Lorry, Stryver and Carton as firm family friends while worrying news from France trickles through.


    In Paris tension continues to rise, and Madame Defarge and her husband take part in the Storming of the Bastille, releasing prisoners and brutally killing officers. The year is now 1789, and we hear tales of various aristocrats being captured and killed and their estates burned to the ground. French aristocrats begin streaming out of France, taking their money with them. One day, Mr Lorry decides that he must go to Paris, despite it being in the throes of violent revolution, in order to secure important documents from the Parisian branch of Tellson’s. Charles Darnay is unnerved by the French situation. He feels guilty because of his heritage and is convinced of secretly travelling to Paris when he receives a letter from an imprisoned servant of his murdered uncle imploring him to somehow administer his release.


    BOOK THREE – THE TRACK OF A STORM


    On arriving in France, Charles is instantly arrested for his status as an emigrant and put in a prison called La Force without charge or trial as the Revolution becomes ever more violent. Mr Lorry is shocked when Lucie, her father and Miss Pross turn up at the bank in Paris and tell him the news. Dr Manette attempts to use his influence as a former Bastille prisoner to get Charles out and manages to be appointed the acting physician for three prisons, including La Force. After much preparation, when Charles’ trial comes up it goes well, and with the help of Dr Manette he is released. Later that night, however, Charles is taken prisoner again, having been accused by none other than the Defarges.


    Mr Carton arrives in Paris just as Miss Pross bumps into her long-lost brother, who is working as a spy for the Republic under the name Barsad. Carton threatens to reveal his true identity unless he helps him in his plans to get Charles released. At the trial the next day, however, things go awry for Charles, as a letter found by Defarge in Dr Manette’s cell in the Bastille from years ago is used as evidence against him. The letter details how Manette was imprisoned by the Evrémonde brothers (Charles’ father and uncle), who one night summoned him to try to save the life of a young peasant girl and her brother. Charles’ uncle had raped the girl and stabbed her brother, and Dr Manette was sent to the Bastille for refusing to keep quiet about the horrible crimes. He ends the letter by denouncing the brothers and their descendants, which the court takes as enough reason to sentence Charles to death by guillotine.


    After the trial Mr Carton overhears that Madame Defarge is the sister of the raped woman and slain man in Manette’s letter and that she wants to have the entire family, including Lucie and her child, killed as well. After hearing this, Carton returns to the house and tells Mr Lorry that they must leave France immediately. He then goes to see Charles at the prison, tricks him into swapping clothes with him and drugs him, taking his place as the prisoner. Barsad is on hand to take Charles to safety, while Carton is taken to be executed.


    Meanwhile, Lucie, Manette and Lorry having left in a rush, Miss Pross and Jerry Cruncher wait at the house making the last of the arrangements. Madame Defarge arrives heavily armed, however, and demands to see Lucie in the hope of incriminating her. Miss Pross refuses her entry and the two tussle, with the fight ending in Madame Defarge being shot dead and Miss Pross going deaf.


    The book ends with Carton’s thoughts in the run-up to his execution.

  


  
    

  


  
    

  


  
    CHARACTERS


    JARVIS LORRY


    Jarvis Lorry is the character with whom A Tale of Two Cities begins. He is a manager at Tellson’s Bank in London and an old friend of the newly released Dr Manette. Throughout the novel, Mr Lorry is defined by both his preoccupation with business and his deep affection for Lucie and her husband and father – a duality of personality which seems to be in conflict at times. We are told that his face: “habitually supressed and quieted, was still lighted up under the quaint wig by a pair of moist bright eyes that must have cost their owner, in years gone by, some pains to drill to the composed and reserved expression of Tellson’s Bank” (p.15). He seems to play up to this character trope in the novel, constantly claiming to be a man of business, to have “no feelings, and that all the relations I hold with my fellow-creatures are mere business relations” (p.20). He is, however, devoted to his friends, going to great lengths to retrieve Dr Manette from Paris and care for him and his family through the various difficulties they encounter.


    He begins the book in his sixties and is well into his eighties by its conclusion. He never marries and is described by Miss Pross at one point as being “a bachelor in [his] cradle” (p.164), so suited is he to the world of business and singledom.


    DR MANETTE


    At the start of the novel, Dr Manette, a native Frenchman, has just recently been freed after 18 years of unjust incarceration in the Bastille, a famous fortress used for centuries as a prison by the French state. Due to the isolation and spiritual devastation of such a long imprisonment, Dr Manette is a wreck of a man, with “a white beard, raggedly cut, but not very long, a hollow face, and exceedingly bright eyes.” (p.34). His voice is compared to “a once beautiful colour faded away into a poor weak stain” (p.33), a comparison which indeed reflects the effect of his trauma on the entirety of his being. Dr Manette’s mental anguish is represented in his compulsive shoemaking, a vocation which he took up during his imprisonment, and which he returns to at moments throughout the novel when the memory of his ordeal overshadows his newly recovered personality.


    Dr Manette is only saved from the madness of his compulsion – which reduces his whole person to one single activity – by his daughter, Lucie, whose resemblance to her mother shocks him out of his nightmare: “only his daughter had the power of charming this black, brooding from his mind. She was the golden thread that united him to a Past beyond his misery” (p.66). Due to his periodic lapses into despondency, we can never be sure that the Doctor is freed from the tragedy of his past, despite the relative joy of his present. However, he finds in revolutionary France, where his long and unjust imprisonment is treated with respect and notoriety, that his spirit has not been wholly crushed when “for the first time the Doctor felt, now, that his suffering gave him strength and power” (p.232).


    LUCIE MANETTE


    Lucie, who was born in France but carried to England by Mr Lorry after her father’s imprisonment, is 17 years old at the start of the novel, “a short, slight, pretty figure, a quantity of golden hair, a pair of blue eyes that met his own with an inquiring look” (p.18). One of her first acts in the novel involves her rousing her father, who she had assumed dead, from his reverie seemingly by the sheer force of her love for him: “trembling with eagerness to lay the spectral face upon her warm young breast and love it back to life” (p.36). She acts similarly throughout the book and at times resembles an idealised version of English feminine gentility, defined by her care for others, her devotion to her father (Dr Manette) and husband (Charles Darnay), a picture of “earnest youth and beauty” (p.58).


    She is the object of the desires of three separate characters in the novel, though out of Mr Carton, Mr Stryver and Charles Darnay, she chooses Charles, who she has a daughter with and who, if her desperate actions in the final third of the book are anything to go by, she is very much in love with.


    MADAME DEFARGE


    Madame Therese Defarge lives in Paris and helps run a wine shop with her husband, Ernest. She is also an intrinsic and increasingly dominant component of


    CHARLES DARNAY
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