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			To my beloved husband, Billy aka Billdog;

			To my precious sons and the wonderful daughters they gave me;

			To my beautiful grandchildren who I adore and are the crown of my old age;

			To my cookie sister, my dearest friend, and brother Butch;

			To my awesome, loving, generous brothers and the sweet sisters they gave me who I am so blessed to share life with;

			To all my dear family and friends; and,

			To all those who need comfort, hope, encouragement and peace . . . 

			This is for you.
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			INTRODUCTION

			It is with great joy that I share God’s Word and my heart with you!

			I come to you as a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a grandmother, a friend. But my most important title is a child of the Most High God! Without Him, my story would definitely not be one of hope. 

			I’ll start with an explanation of the cover, because it’s the reason for everything that follows. 

			The Lord led me many years ago to begin a women’s Bible study in my home. What followed were many days of seeking His heart on the truths He wanted me to share with my sisters and daughters in the Lord. There were times my inspiration came from my quiet times with the Lord. But there were other times I felt no inspiration and I would fall to my knees asking Him what His girls desperately needed to hear that week. Each time, without fail, He would lay a word on my heart. Sometimes, it would be one Bible verse. Other times, it would be to incorporate my own experiences along with the Word. 

			One day, I was sitting in my recliner praying over an upcom-ing Bible study when the Lord gave me a vision. The first picture was of a woman on her back with Satan’s foot on her neck. The second picture was of a woman of God reaching out to help her up and take her eyes off the enemy.  The third picture was of the two women joining hands and looking to Heaven, to the Savior Who had been there all the time. Those three pictures He placed so clearly in my mind told me this was His call on my life and on the lives of those who belong to Him. And that vision came straight from the Word: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, Who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3–4)

			The apostle Paul was telling us that his comfort in suffering came straight from the Lord Jesus, which enabled him to bring comfort to others who were suffering. How desperately we need one another in this life which sometimes brings much sorrow! 

			When Satan knocks us down with relentless blows and we feel helpless, we need a brother or sister in Christ to come alongside us, take our gaze off the enemy of our soul, give us a hand, and point us again to the One Who saves. The ONLY One Who saves.

			As Christ’s followers, we must allow the Holy Spirit to comfort us and bring us into all truth, and in turn, pass that comfort and truth along to others. Each day, our Lord Jesus, our Savior and perfect example, spent time alone with the Father, and then went out and spoke truth and hope and comfort to those who would listen. And so we must do.

			The pages that follow are a compilation of the studies the Lord has given me over the years. My deepest prayers are this:

			If you do not know Him as Savior, you will run into His loving arms.

			If you belong to Him, you will fall more in love with Him each day.

			That my words and my stories will bring hope and comfort to all who read. And point you to the Cross!

			May He alone be glorified!

		

	
		
			1 – HOW TO BUILD A “POWER” HOUSE

			1 Corinthians 3:9–11—You are God’s building. According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

			I was sixteen years old when I first felt the urging of the Holy Spirit on my heart. Our church was having a revival and the pastor had given an altar call. No doubt I had heard many altar calls before, being a pastor’s daughter, but this time was different. This time, my heart was pounding and tears were falling. I KNEW that Jesus was calling me to serve Him. And to walk to that altar and respond. And I did.

			I remember kneeling there praying, repenting, and telling Jesus I wanted to serve Him. And a pastor came by and prayed for me. I didn’t realize it that day because of my youth, but in later years, I learned the simple, but profound, truth: that Jesus MUST be our foundation. And from the day we give our life and heart to Him, we are building on that foundation in one way or another.

			As we know, the strength of any house is in its foundation, and the stability of that house is totally dependent on its foundation. When we are saved, we become the temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16–17), and Jesus, as our foundation, is where our strength comes from.

			The Bible uses another word for foundation and that is cornerstone. It is defined as a stone uniting walls, the chief foundation on which something is built, something that is essential and indispensable. In ancient times, the cornerstone was the first stone set in a masonry foundation. It was the strongest, the largest, the most expensive, and the most important stone because it bound the walls together. The strength of the entire building was dependent upon this first stone and it had to be perfectly level, because every other stone that was laid would conform to the shape of the cornerstone. Do you see the beautiful, perfect correlation here to our precious Lord Jesus, the perfect cornerstone? Glory to God for painting such an easy picture for us to take hold of!

			In Psalm 118:22, Matthew 21:42, and 1 Peter 2:6, Jesus was actually referred to as the elect, precious, chief cornerstone which the builders rejected. The builders were the church leaders of Jesus’ day, and by rejecting Him, they destroyed their “spiritual house” by destroying the only true spiritual foundation.

			Jesus spoke of this in Matthew 7:24–27 when He told the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders. He said that whoever hears His words and obeys them is like a wise man who built his house on the rock (Jesus). When the rain, winds, and floods came and beat on that house, his house did not fall because it was founded on the rock. But whoever hears His words and fails to obey them is like a foolish man who built his house on the sand (anything or anyone but Jesus). When the rains, winds, and floods came and beat on that house, his house fell, and its fall was great. Jesus made it clear that we all will face attacks, trials, and adversities in life, but with Him as our foundation, we can and will endure every storm!

			Jesus wants to be our foundation! The strongest, the sweetest, the best! Salvation is not the end; it’s the beginning of our spiritual journey! So where do we go from there? We build from our foundation with a house plan. And that is the Bible!

			Psalm 119 is a wonderful chapter on the importance of knowing God’s Word and keeping His commandments. The cry of our heart should be verses 33–35. “Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end . . . Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it.” And verse 11, “Thy Word I have hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee.” And verse 105, “Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” His Word will guide our steps and show us the path we are to walk on. Hebrews 4:12 tells us that the Word of God is living and powerful and sharper than a two-edged sword. And 1 Peter 2:2 says that we are to desire the pure milk of the Word, that we may grow thereby.

			As we seek our Lord by reading the Word in an effort to know Him and His heart and His plans for us, He reveals them to us “through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:10) So in building terms, we could call the Holy Spirit the lead contractor in building our power house!

			We then build our “spiritual house” daily by the choices we make. As the Holy Spirit brings us into all truth, we choose to either obey His voice or to disobey. 1 Peter 2:4–5 says that “Coming to Him as a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also (us), as living stones, are being built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

			When we choose to place stones of obedience, forgiveness, mercy, patience, self-sacrifice, joy, kindness, hope, peace, righteousness, purity, and holiness, we are building upon the foundation that was laid with the precious blood of our Savior, a house that is so pleasing to our Father, and as that perfect cornerstone that Jesus is, we are being conformed to His image! Praise His Name!

			So, all that’s left is the mortar that will bind our house together. Clearly, LOVE is the mortar that binds. Colossians 3:4 actually says that love is the bond of perfection. The word love appears 314 times in the King James Version of the Bible. There is no bond greater than love. Jesus Himself told us this when asked what the greatest commandment was. And in 1 Corinthians 13, we are told that without love, we are nothing, and that love is the greatest gift we must desire, because God IS love. We can never forget that “God SO LOVED the world that He gave His only Son . . . .” It was all for love the Savior came.

			Have you ever seen a brick house where the mortar is cracked and breaking? The bricks fall apart because there is nothing to hold them together. That’s us without love. A brick is nothing without mortar, and the Bible says we are nothing without love.

			As we build our lives, our spiritual houses, on the foundation that is Jesus and we follow the Holy Spirit’s leading, placing those living stones upon that foundation and binding them together with love, we are not only building our spiritual house, but drawing others to Him and helping them build their houses as well. As humanity, we are drawn to those who exhibit peace and joy and hope in the midst of “rains, winds, and floods.” Because it is unnatural and impossible to face deep adversity and continue to be strong on our own. It is only through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can face those storms and stand.

			Jesus is our strength and our strong foundation. 

			The Bible is our house plan.

			Holy Spirit is our lead contractor. 

			And love is the mortar that binds: the love He sheds abroad in our heart through the Holy Spirit.

			If you haven’t made Jesus your foundation, please don’t go any further until you do! The Bible is so clear that unless we are born again, we cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven (John 3:3). And Jesus is the ONLY way to the Father (John 14:6). I KNOW it is true. He is real and loves you so. And so do I. 

			And, if He is your Savior, but that mortar is beginning to crack, go back to your foundation. Go to Him right now and ask Him to forgive you and restore the love, the mortar that binds your spiritual house together. I promise you that He will!

			Now you are ready to go forward and hold fast and keep building on your foundation! Our precious Savior!

		

	
		
			2 – PRAYER

			Luke 11:1-2 “Lord, teach us to pray . . .” So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your Name. Your kingdom come, Your will be done . . . .”

			What is prayer but communication with our God? Did you know that it’s a word that pertains only to Him, a word that in the original Hebrew meant “to judge oneself”? What does that mean? I think it means that when we pray, when we commune with Him, in the presence of the one, true Holy God, we cannot pretend. In His Presence, we can only see ourselves as He sees us! 

			If you look at the Lord’s Prayer, it consists of praise, petition, and repentance. It’s the perfect guide to how we should pray, and we know that because the Lord Jesus Himself was the Teacher.

			As a little girl, our family always had nightly prayer altars. We all knelt by the couch and took turns praying, ending with the Lord’s Prayer together. In my young mind, I thought prayer was only to tell Jesus that I loved Him, and then to ask Him for something. When I grew up and realized my need for a Savior, He taught me that my relationship with Him is BUILT on my communication with Him, one of which is prayer. He commanded us in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to “pray without ceasing.” For me, that means praying when I wake up, before I even open my eyes; setting aside a special time to pray before starting my day; praying throughout the day; and, praying until I fall asleep each night. 

			Before we proceed, let’s look at what the Word tells us are hindrances to our prayers. 

			The first one is unforgiveness and is found in Mark 11:24–26. We are told that we MUST forgive others if we are to be forgiven. It’s not always easy, but we can choose to forgive, even as Jesus has forgiven us. 

			Another hindrance to prayer is sin and disobedience. Psalm 66:18 says, “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” I’ll be very transparent here and say something that’s difficult, but must be said. I see people on social media commenting that they will be praying for the need of a friend. And, sadly, I know some of these people are not saved. The Bible is clear that we will know who belongs to Jesus by the fruit of their life. God’s Word makes it clear that He does not hear the prayers of the unsaved, unless it is a prayer of repentance. (Job 9:31, Proverbs 1:26–29, Proverbs 28:9, John 9:31, 1 Peter 3:12)

			Unbelief is also a hindrance, as spoken of in Matthew 21:22. We are told in all things we ask in prayer, we must believe in order to receive.

			So, before we pray about anything, let’s examine our hearts and be sure there is no unforgiveness, sin, or unbelief that rules us. And if there is, let’s repent FIRST! 

			And, as we pray for ourselves, we are also instructed to pray for others. Are we willing to be prayer warriors for Jesus? A Christian soldier as the old song says? When someone is hurting, are we afraid to go to them and pray with them? We are commanded to confess our sins to each other and to pray for each other so we may be healed in James 5:16, followed by a promise that the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 

			Over thirty years ago, I remember hearing the Holy Spirit tell me to go and pray for a friend who was terminally ill with cancer. Even though I was saved, I was young in the Lord and in my walk with Him. I was terrified! And, along with that command, there came a physical weight on my chest. It was so heavy it was almost unbearable. But with all that, I still hesitated. I told the Lord for two days that I just didn’t think I could do it.

			Finally, the weight was just too much. I drove up to my friend’s house almost in a trance of fear. The Lord had asked something of me that was impossible. Or so I thought. I knocked on the door and my friend’s mom answered. I took my friend a gift, a picture of Jesus that was mine; He was standing at a gate covered with beautiful roses. I remember telling her that it had brought me peace and I wanted her to have it. We visited for a while, and finally, I asked her if I could pray with her. She said I could, and so I did. As I was leaving, her mom followed me to the door and down the steps. As I turned around, she fell into my arms weeping. Here’s what she said to me: “Thank you so much for coming! We have been so discouraged and needed a word of hope. Thank you for bringing that to us today.” Wow. There she was, waiting for someone to bring comfort and hope. And to think I almost didn’t go because I was worried about myself. 

			The Lord taught me a valuable lesson that day: When He gives us a command, we MUST obey. 1 John says that if we love Him, we keep His commandments. My error was in thinking I had to go in my own power. I didn’t know at the time what the Word says: that we do not have to plan ahead of time what we say, but we must submit to Holy Spirit and let Him lead us. And that’s what happened when I submitted myself to Him that day.

			During that time, I was fortunate to be in a Bible study with an older woman of God, along with two friends who were my age. Her name was Joan Simmons, and she taught us so much about being a godly woman. She was so gentle, so kind, so understanding, so willing to help when we were in a crisis in life. She taught us never to say, “I will pray for you,” but instead, “Let’s pray right now.” We never met for a Bible study that we did not call on the name of the Lord for a very long, long time! As our spiritual mentor, she truly taught us to pray. 

			I will get off course for just a moment and share a funny, but telling story about my friend, Ms. Simmons. We went to the same church and always ended each service with prayer at the altar. On one particular evening, we were all at the altar praying. Ms. Simmons was praying for someone when her half-slip suddenly fell down around her ankles! I would have died in embarrassment, but not Ms. Simmons. She was close to the front pew, so she just kicked it under the pew and kept praying! Isn’t that awesome? Her life wasn’t about her, it was about Jesus and others, so it was just not a big deal. We all laughed about it afterward, thinking about her great humility and sense of humor. As I write this, she is with her Beloved Savior, reaping her most beautiful reward. 

			A few years later, I was at another friend’s house at a Bible study. This friend had lost her son in a tragic accident only months before. As the study was coming to a close and prayer requests mentioned, the young man’s grandmother (who was also in attendance) began to weep. She shared that she had not been able to move past the sorrow and despair of losing her grandson. The lady sitting next to her patted her arm and said she would be praying for her. But the Holy Spirit said to me in very clear words, “Pray for her NOW.” This time, I hesitated only a few seconds before asking her, “Can we pray for you now?” Her reply, “Please do!” We surrounded that precious grandmother, laid hands on her, and prayed for the peace of Almighty God to come upon her. We prayed for the peace that passes all understanding to be hers right then, in Jesus’ powerful Name. When the prayer was done, she smiled through her tears, hugged me, and said she already felt better!

			So, why do we hesitate when the Holy Spirit speaks? Because the more we obey Him, and obey Him speedily, the easier it becomes! Today, thirty years later, I stand ready, actually looking for others to pray for in their times of need because I KNOW the power of prayer. My favorite Old Testament verse is this (2 Chronicles 16:9) and I quote it each time I pray for someone: “The eyes of the Lord look to and fro across the whole earth to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.” Don’t you love that? What a promise!

			One day, a friend knocked at my door. She was devastated because she had just received a report that her daughter possibly had cancer. We sat down together and talked and then held hands to pray. As we prayed, I heard the sound of wind and a felt a presence with us. The sound was so loud, I thought someone had come into the room, but I did not open my eyes. When we finished praying and opened our eyes, there was no one else there. I knew the Lord wanted us to know how close He was to us as we were seeking Him! Her daughter’s report came back and was negative for cancer. Praise be to His great Name! And from that encounter with my friend, the Holy Spirit directed me to go through the Bible and list page after page of God’s promises for we who believe. I still have that list and I will share it with you, too, so that you can remember and hold fast to these promises! 

			So when we pray, let’s repent, let’s praise, let’s petition, let’s believe, and let’s give thanks to our wonderful Savior Who stands ready to hear and to answer us, His children.

			GOD’S PROMISES

			Philippians 4:6–7—Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your heart and your mind in Christ Jesus.

			Psalm 103:1–5—Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy Name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving-kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagles.

			Isaiah 54:17—No weapon formed against you shall prosper and every tongue which rises against you in judgment, you shall condemn.

			Isaiah 26:3—You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the Lord forever, for in Yah, the Lord is everlasting strength.

			Psalm 107:20—He sent his Word and healed them.

			Isaiah 30:19—He will be very gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you.

			2 Chronicles 16:9—For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.

			1 John 5:14—Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

			Hebrews 6:18—It is impossible for God to lie.

			Romans 3:4—Let God be true but every man be a liar.

			Hebrews 4:16—Let us therefore, come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

			Psalm 120:1—In my distress, I cried to the Lord and He heard me.

			Jeremiah 29:11—For I know the thoughts I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.

			Psalm 138:8—The Lord will perfect that which concerns me.

			Psalm 41:1–3—Blessed is he who considers the poor; the Lord will deliver Him in time of trouble. The Lord will preserve him and keep him alive, and he will be blessed on the earth . . . The Lord will strengthen him on his bed of illness; You will sustain him on his sickbed.

			Deuteronomy 30:20—Love the Lord your God . . . obey His voice . . . cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days.

			Psalm 20:6—Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His right hand.

			Psalm 91:4—Because he set his love upon Me; therefore, I will deliver him.

			2 Samuel 21—The Lord was my support. He delivered me because He delighted in me.

			John 16:23—Whatever you ask the Lord in My Name, He will give you.

			John 16:33—In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.

			Proverbs 18:21—Death and life are in the power of the tongue and those who love it will eat its fruit.

			Proverbs 17:22—A merry heart does good, like medicine.

			Isaiah 50:2—Is my Hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem? Or have I no power to deliver?

			1 Thessalonians 5:16–18—Rejoice always, praying without ceasing, in everything giving thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

			Ezra 8:22 and 31—The Hand of our God is upon all those FOR GOOD who seek Him. And the Hand of our God was upon us and He delivered us.

			Proverbs 30:5—Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.

			1 John 4:18—There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out all fear. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us.

			Revelation 12:11—They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony.

			Ephesians 1:17–19—That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that you may KNOW the hope of His calling . . . And the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe . . . .”

			Isaiah 53:4–5—Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows . . . But he was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.

			Proverbs 3:1–4—Do not forget My law, But let your heart keep my commands, for length of days and long life and peace they will add to you.

			Matthew 8:1–17—Speak a word, and my servant will be healed . . . As you have believed, so let it be done for you . . . with a word, He healed all who were sick.

			1 Peter 2:24—Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

			Isaiah 49:15–16—Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you. See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My Hands.

			2 Corinthians 10:3–6—For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

			Psalm 34—I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth . . . Oh magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His Name together. I sought the Lord and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked to Him and were radiant . . . The angel of the Lord encamps all around those
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