


  
     
  Abbreviations


  

  
  

  
  BLO = back loop only


  ch(s) = chain(s)


  dc = double crochet


  FPdc = front post double crochet


  FPhdc = front post half double crochet


  JAYGO = join as you go


  sc = single crochet


  Sl st = slip stitch


  st(s) = stitch(es)




  
     
  Crochet a Granny Square




  ■ GRANNY SQUARE TIPS


  


  As popular as they are, these iconic square motifs are really not a beginner-friendly pattern to crochet because of their complex repeat symbols and stitch arrangements. But they are far from impossible! I’ll walk you through the first few rounds to success; just follow my simple instructions, pattern chart, and photo tutorials to help you with every step.


  If this is your first time crocheting a granny square, be sure to use the following tips.


  TIP 1: Practice First


  Before you jump hook-first into a granny square project in this collection, pick up some scrap yarn and follow the instructions for just one motif, working up at least four rounds. This will give you the confidence and practice you need to follow any other pattern here.


  TIP 2: Follow the Instructions in Small Steps


  Because granny squares are worked in joined rounds to create a square shape, we must get a little fancy with the repeat symbols. To get the hang of them, follow the instructions like this: read each line, follow the instruction to the comma, and then check that your stitches match each line and the final stitch count. With those tips in mind, this may be an easier way to consider the instructions.


  Round 1 (Right Side):


  Ch 4 (first dc + base ch),


  skip 3 ch,


  Note: Work the remaining instructions into the base ch (4th ch from hook).


  2 dc,


  [ch 3, 3 dc] 3 times,


  ch 3,


  Sl st into top of beginning ch-3 to join.


  —24 sts; 12 dc + 4 ch-3 spaces.


  Round 2:


  Sl st into each of next 2 dc,


  Sl st into ch-3 space,


  ch 3 (first dc),


  (2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into same ch-3 space,


  ch 1,


  [(3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into next ch-3 space, ch 1] 3 times,


  Sl st into top of beginning ch-3 to join.


  —40 sts; 24 dc + 4 ch-3 spaces + 4 ch-1 spaces.


  [image: chpt_fig_001]

  
  TIP 3: Use the Pattern Chart


  As we just saw, granny square instructions can be a bit complex to read and follow. Sometimes just reading instructions can be tricky to follow and understand, so be sure to use the pattern chart on page 7 for this motif for guidance.


  Start in the center, then find the starting chain. Moving one stitch at a time, identify the stitches in the order they are worked for round 1, ending with the slip stitch. Match the stitch arrangement with the written instructions. Match the final stitch count with the written instructions. Repeat for rounds 2 through 4.


  TIP 4: Good Practice Makes Great Progress


  What I love most about granny squares is their versatility; they can turn into bags, hats, scarves, tops . . . they really can do a lot!


  Granny squares also do a great job of hiding some beginner flaws like uneven tension and color changes, so you can relax knowing that every motif you make will create a great project that you’ll love.


  Remember, practice makes progress, and these projects are a fantastic way to build up your crochet knowledge, skills, and confidence.


  TIP 5: Measure Granny Squares


  Not every granny square you crochet has to exactly match the stitch and row gauge listed (like the tote bags in this book). But projects that will be worn should be a close match, so getting the gauge of your fabric to match the pattern will be important.


  Granny squares are worked in joined rounds from the center out, so you can measure them a few different ways depending on the type of project you’re creating.


  Here are how different parts of a granny square can be measured:


  Measure Rows


  To measure the height of rows, start in the center of the granny square at the base of the first row, then measure to the last row worked. You can also measure the height of rows by measuring from side to side.


  [image: chpt_fig_002]

    Measure the height of rows by starting at the base of the first row and measuring to the last row worked.


  [image: chpt_fig_003]

    Measure the height of rows by measuring from side to side.


  Measure Stitches


  To measure the width of stitches, start in the center of a chain 3 corner and then measure to any adjacent chain 3 corner. Just like measuring rows, you can also measure the width of stitches by measuring from side to side.


  And when the pattern gauge notes the square measurement (example: 5 rows = 4 in./10 cm square), you’ll measure across any one side after the indicated number of rows are complete.


  [image: chpt_fig_004]

    To measure the width of stitches, start in the center of a chain 3 corner and then measure to any adjacent chain 3 corner.


  Measure Diagonally


  Unless a pattern says to measure diagonally, this is not typically how to gauge the size of a granny square. Just as a reference however, you can measure the Market Tote (page 21) this way because two of the three motifs will be folded diagonally, which will create the height.


  [image: chpt_fig_005]

    Diagonal measurements may be used for the Market Tote (page 21).


  Now, let’s go make some granny squares!


  ■ GRANNY SQUARE PATTERN


  


  Round 1 (right side): Ch 4 (first dc + base ch), skip 3 ch, 2 dc, [ch 3, 3 dc] 3 times, ch 3, Sl st into top of beginning ch-3 (first dc) to join—24 sts; 12 dc + 4 ch-3 spaces.


  [image: chpt_fig_006]

    Round 1


  Round 2: Sl st into each of next 2 dc, Sl st into ch-3 space, ch 3, (2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into same ch-3 space, ch 1, [(3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into next ch-3 space, ch 1] 3 times, Sl st into top of beginning ch-3 to join—40 sts; 24 dc + 4 ch-3 spaces + 4 ch-1 spaces.


  [image: chpt_fig_007]

    Beginning Round 2


  [image: chpt_fig_008]

    Round 2


  Round 3: Sl st into each of next 2 dc, Sl st into ch-3 space, ch 3, (2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into same ch-3 space, ch 1, (3 dc, ch 1) into ch-1 space, [(3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into next ch-3 space, ch 1, (3 dc, ch 1) into ch-1 space] 3 times, Sl st into top of beginning ch-3 to join—56 sts; 36 dc + 4 ch-3 spaces + 8 ch-1 spaces.


  [image: chpt_fig_009]

    Beginning Round 3


  [image: chpt_fig_010]

    Round 3


  Round 4: Sl st into each of next 2 dc, Sl st into ch-3 space, ch 3, (2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into same ch-3 space, ch 1, (3 dc, ch 1) into each ch-1 space, [(3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) into next ch-3 space, ch 1, (3 dc, ch 1) into each ch-1 space] 3 times, Sl st into top of beginning ch-3 to join—72 sts; 48 dc + 4 ch-3 spaces + 12 ch-1 spaces.


  Round 4 can be repeated as many times as needed per pattern instructions, which will add 16 sts (12 dc + 4 ch) to each new round of work.


  [image: chpt_fig_011]

    Beginning Round 4
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    Round 4
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    Granny Square Motif Chart


  ■ GRANNY SQUARE JOINS


  


  When a project calls for more than one granny square joined together, there are quite a few options for you to try. While a crochet pattern will outline how a project should be joined together, here are some of my favorite joining techniques, which are also referenced in this collection of patterns.


  JAYGO Join


  JAYGO (join as you go) is a technique that seamlessly joins the current granny square with a previously formed granny square (the joining motif). While JAYGO can be worked in a few ways, these instructions replace a chain in the current granny square with a slip stitch into the joining motif.


  To incorporate JAYGO into the pattern instructions, follow these steps:


  1. First, work the current granny square (right) a full round smaller than the joining motif (left), and ensure all fabric is facing the same direction.


  [image: chpt_fig_014]

    Left to right: Joining motif, current granny square


  2. Next, continue the pattern instructions on the final round for the current granny square (right), except JAYGO from ch-3 space to ch-3 space across one or more sides of the joining motif (left). Note that the ch-3 corner instructions say to [ch 1, JAYGO, ch 1], to make the join and ch-3 space even.


  [image: chpt_fig_015]

    JAYGO in ch-3 corner.


  [image: chpt_fig_016]

    JAYGO in ch-3 corner, next ch-1 space.


  [image: chpt_fig_017]

    JAYGO in ch-3 corner, next 3 ch-1 spaces, ch-3 corner.


  [image: chpt_fig_018]

    JAYGO across 1 side, final round of current granny square complete per pattern instructions.


  Don’t overthink this! This method might seem tricky, but it is a really simple way to join granny squares together seamlessly.


  Slip Stitch Join


  Slip stitches create a thick, sturdy seam by working through two granny squares at a time along their outer edges.


  To use a slip stitch seam, just follow these steps:


  1. First, all granny squares that should be joined must have the same number of rounds. Note that your yarn should typically match the fabric to hide the seam, but this example shows a contrast for reference.


  [image: chpt_fig_019]

    Granny squares ready to be joined


  2. Next, making sure each square is facing the same direction, from chain-3 corner to chain-3 corner, use stitch markers to evenly hold the sides that should be joined together in place.


  [image: chpt_fig_020]

    Use stitch markers to hold the sides to be joined together.


  3. Then, going through just one loop from each square (the ones touching, in the center) slip stitch the two sides of the squares together from chain-3 corner to chain-3 corner.


  [image: chpt_fig_021]

    Slip stitch together one loop from each square from corner to corner to join.


  This is a great method when you’re looking for a thick, sturdy seam. Just be sure to have an even tension that is not too tight as you work this technique.


  [image: chpt_fig_022]

    Completed slip stitch join


  [image: chpt_fig_023]

    Button Front Top


  The slip stitch join is also advantageous for joining different types of fabric together, like a granny square edge to a single crochet and chain edge for the Basic Stitch Poncho (page 27), or the granny square edge to the single crochet edge for the Button Front Top (page 25).


  Sewn Join


  Sewing with a yarn needle will create a flexible seam by working a strand of yarn through two pieces of fabric at a time along their outer edges.


  To sew a seam, just follow these steps:


  1. First, thread a yarn needle with at least three times the length of yarn as the area to seam. Note that your yarn should typically match the fabric to hide the seam, but this example shows a contrast for reference.


  2. Next, making sure all fabric is facing the same direction, use stitch markers to evenly hold the outermost stitches that should be joined together.


  [image: chpt_fig_024]

    Hold pieces to join together with stitch markers.


  3. Then, use a yarn needle to evenly go through both loops for both pieces of fabric that should be joined together. For a uniform seam, always insert the needle from the right side and out through the left side.


  [image: chpt_fig_025]

    Always insert needle from the right to the left as you join.
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    Completed sewn join




  

  
     
  
     
  Newsboy Hat




  

  
  FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


  23 in./58.5 cm around x 8.5 in./21.5 cm tall with US K-10½ (6.5 mm) hook


  25 in./63.5 cm around x 9.5 in./24.25 cm tall with US L-11 (8.0 mm) hook


  YARN


  Lion Brand Yarn Hue + Me, bulky #5 weight (80% acrylic, 20% wool; 4.4 oz./125 g; 137 yds./125 m): smaller hat in Whisper, 1 skein; larger hat in Saffron, 1 skein


  HOOKS AND OTHER MATERIALS


  For 23 in./58.5 cm hat: US K-10½ (6.5 mm) crochet hook


  For 25 in./63.5 cm hat: US L-11 (8.0 mm) crochet hook Yarn needle


  GAUGE


  With US K-10½ (6.5 mm) hook: Round 4 of granny square = 5.5 in./14 cm across


  With US L-11 (8.0 mm) hook: Round 4 of granny square = 6.5 in./16.5 cm across


  SPECIALTY STITCHES AND TECHNIQUES


  BLO = back loop only


  FPhdc (front post half double crochet) = Yarn over, insert hook around stitch post (from front to back to front), yarn over, pull back around stitch post, yarn over, pull through 3 loops on hook.


  PATTERN NOTE


  One set of instructions is given, but two sizes can be worked depending on the crochet hook size used: US K-10½ (6.5 mm) hook for 23 in./58.5 cm hat or US L-11 (8.0 mm) hook for 25 in./63.5 cm hat.


  [image: chpt_fig_027]

    Larger size in Saffron


  ■ INSTRUCTIONS (BOTH SIZES)


  


  Use US K-10½ (6.5 mm) crochet hook for 23 in./58.5 cm size, US L-11 (8.0 mm) crochet hook for 25 in./63.5 cm size.


  Follow Granny Square Instructions (page 7) until 4 rounds are complete.


  Rounds 5–9: Sl st into each of next 2 dc, Sl st into ch-1 space, ch 3, (2 dc, ch 1) into same space, (3 dc, ch 1) into each ch-1 space around, Sl st into top of beginning ch-3 to join—64 sts; 48 dc + 16 ch.


  Repeat round 5 until 9 rounds are complete, do not fasten off.


  Round 10: Ch 1 (not a st, here and throughout), work 1 sc into each st around, Sl st into top of first st to join—64 sc.


  Rounds 11–14: Ch 1, FPhdc into each of next 20 sts, Sl st into BLO into each of next 44 sts, Sl st into top of first st to join—64 sts; 20 FPhdc + 44 Sl st.


  Repeat round 11 until 14 rounds are complete, fasten off.


  Sew in all ends, trim excess.
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    Smaller size in Whisper
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