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			Introduction

			Should I write? 

			Sometimes, I get messages on my website asking how to become a writer. They want to know how they can get started. I love that they ask because it tells me something is nudging them to write and it may be God.

			He spoke the world into existence with powerful words. His words accomplish incredible things. So, it’s not far-fetched to think He may call us to write some powerful words, too.

			As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:10–11)

			God indwells His children and may call us to write. With Him, our words will have power. Because He’s guiding us and working through us. If we feel called to write, then we should surrender to it. Then get busy.

			There are many online classes available. There are Christian writers’ conferences to attend and writers’ groups to join. There are free ways to begin writing a blog. We can share it on social media, receive feedback and learn. There will be negative comments and messages because people will always disagree about religion (and politics). Try to keep in the middle of the road and stick to biblical truth.

			Once we’ve learned, then we submit our writing to something bigger than our personal blog. There are many places (especially online) to submit writing to begin accumulating writing credits for your writing resume. Plus, we’re sharing our Christian experience with others and that’s worth a million bucks all by itself without the writing credits.

			This is a book filled with online work I’ve done. Mostly articles. But there are some devotions and a short Christmas story. I hope you enjoy it and I pray your spiritual journey is enhanced by reading the words God gave me to share. 

			Write down for the coming generation what the Lord has done, so that people not yet born will praise him. Psalms 102:18 (GNT)

		

	
		
			• Chapter 1 •

			Five Truths a Man’s Boots Reveal about His Heart

			A sure sign of a hardworking man is a pair of worn, leather work boots. As with many folks, blue-collar roots run deep in our family. Dad spent many days and nights underground operating a drill in the lead mines. On weekends, he was a part-time pastor. His worn leather boots were by the door when he wasn’t working or outside tending his garden.

			My husband’s steel-toed work boots were also found by the door nearly every night after driving a roll-off truck all day. Now, my middle son leaves his boots by the door, too. He makes his living as a welder.

			I’ve seen a lot of pairs of leather boots sitting by the door over the years. And I love the hardworking men in my family. But what do all of those boots say about them?

			Here are five truths a man’s boots may reveal about his heart.

			1. He’s humble. 

			He may not love his job or even like it that much but he’s not too proud to do some good old-fashioned hard work. He thinks of others before himself and that’s why he works so hard.

			He’s willing to do what God asks him to do and is thankful for everything God has given him.

			Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. (James 4:10)

			2. He’s genuine. 

			A good man wearing worn, leather work boots is real. He doesn’t pretend to be something he’s not. He believes it’s always best to be truthful and kind.

			He’s does the best job he can do with the day God has given him and knows he’s earned an honest living.

			My steps have held to your paths; my feet have not stumbled. (Psalm 17:5)

			3. He works hard.

			He doesn’t mind getting grease under his fingernails or dirt on his hands. He sure doesn’t mind a farmer’s tan. He gets up at the crack of dawn or even when it’s still dark outside. He’s willing to do whatever it takes to get the job done.

			At night, he hits the sack exhausted. He’s done his work with excellence and knows he represented God well with the work of his hands.

			All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. (Proverbs 14:23)

			4. He’s a good provider. 

			He works overtime as often as he can get it. Some might think it’s easy to do manual labor but physical work is hard. It can take a toll on a body.

			He deals with body aches and strained muscles because he knows he’s providing well for his family. A few back pains are worth it.

			Give careful thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. (Proverbs 4:26 )

			5. He loves his family. 

			A hardworking man loves his family. It’s them he’s thinking of when the alarm goes off and he forces himself out of bed on cold, winter mornings.

			He thinks of them when he’s working overtime and driving home after a long day on the job. His heart is full of love when he sees his children. He’s thankful for his wife. Even though things aren’t always perfect, he knows he is blessed.

			He’s a good dad and loves his family. 

			You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots around your table. Yes, this will be the blessing for the man who fears the LORD. (Psalm 128:2–4)

			BONUS Truth: He’s a SERVANT at heart.

			Jesus gave the greatest example of how to have a servant’s heart by washing the feet of His disciples. In John 13:1–17, we read how Jesus went about it. It’s interesting that Peter found it difficult to allow Jesus to wash his dirty feet. But when Jesus explained, he asked Jesus to not only wash his feet but to wash his hands and head as well.

			A lot like Peter, it seems that sometimes hardworking men find it difficult to allow others to do anything for them. But his heart is in the right place.

			The hardworking man demonstrates the heart of a servant.

			
					He serves God by seeking His will first in everything.

					He serves his wife by loving her and building a life together.

					He serves his children by providing for them and loving them.

					He serves his boss and coworkers by working hard each day.

					He serves his fellow man by doing hard work—whatever that may be.

			

			He may spend his life working hard. He may spend it wearing worn, leather work boots. But whether he wears boots to work or not, he’s a man with a strong desire to be like Jesus and to serve others.

			Life goes by fast. Before he knows it, his children are grown with families of their own. He’s not only a father but also a grandfather.

			He’ll enter a different stage of life and get to enjoy the fruits of his many years of labor.

			When he retires, he’ll still wear those old boots. Not because he needs them for work but because they’ve been a big part of his life. He finds a bit of himself in his worn leather work boots.
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			When he grows old and his mind is frail with age, he will still want to wear those old, worn-out boots. Or maybe he’ll just wear one boot and a tennis shoe.

			But the fact that he is still wearing the boot is a sure sign that he was a hardworking man, a good provider and a very good father.

			“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ (Matthew 25:21)

			***This article was first published 9/24/2019 on Crosswalk.com

		

	
		
			• Chapter 2 •

			I’ve Fallen and I Can’t Get Up 

			Have you ever fallen in public?

			I have. The year was 2014. I worked downtown in Nashville, Tennessee. My office building didn’t provide parking, so each day I walked to and from the garage on 3rd Avenue.

			I’m definitely not a city girl but I got so comfortable walking around downtown on a daily basis that it became routine.

			One evening, after a tiring workday, I was almost at the garage entrance three blocks from my office when for no apparent reason—I fell.

			There was nothing on the sidewalk in front of me that day to trip me up. I didn’t stumble over anything. It was just me forgetting how to walk after many, many years of walking just fine.

			Everything went into slow motion as I pitched forward with no control.

			What’s happening right now? Why am I falling in the heart of Music City with people everywhere? How can I stop this? Why did I wear a skirt today?

			Then splat.

			I wasn’t yet to the place I needed to be, safe from public embar-
rassment.

			I pelted the sidewalk with both knees and an elbow hitting first. My purse flew from my shoulder on impact and landed near me as I collapsed onto the sidewalk.

			Dazed from the fall, I wiped my dirty hands on my skirt, picked up my purse, and got up as gracefully as possible. Then I dashed through the garage door without looking back.

			Now, many years later, I look back on the whole embarrassing incident and believe I fell just short of the garage door for a reason. I was almost to the place I needed to be . . . but not quite.

			God gave me a clear picture of my walk with Him. I fall short of His high standard. I’m far from perfect and sometimes quite clumsy.

			If you, too, stumble in this life, here are four truths to hold onto for inspiration.

			1. Even when you fall, God has you in the palm of His hand. 

			Every one of us will stumble at times in our Christian walk.

			You may find yourselves reverting to old bad habits. Or even falling back into addiction after putting it behind you multiple times. We deal with our flesh daily. But God has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit to help us when we struggle.

			And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. (Romans 5:5)

			2. We all fall short.

			Any one of us can easily get tripped up in life. We may focus too much on the wrong things and not enough on God things. We give too much attention to what’s going on around us instead of watching our own steps in our Christian walk.

			For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

			We all fall short of the glory of God because of the fallen state of the human race. Simply put—we’re sinners. None of us are even close to perfect. But God’s plan is perfect. I’m so thankful He provided a way for us through His Son.

			None of us will ever walk so perfectly, without any tripping up whatsoever, as to be without sin. But every day, you have a mighty power working on your behalf to help you get back into step with your best life.

			3. Jesus makes up for the shortfall. 

			Jesus lived up to God’s high standard. He didn’t sin and lived a perfect life we’re incapable of living. He took our place on the cross and the punishment for all of our sin. He has your back by the stripes on His.

			For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

			
					If we believe in Him, we’ll trust Him. 

					If we trust Him, we’ll get to know Him.

					If we know Him, we will love Him.

			

			The relationship that develops when we’re in love with Jesus is the most amazing, precious gift. It’s so much more than a simple blessing. It’s more than anything we could ever hope for in this life. It’s everything. God knows you’re going to fall. He uses those moments to make you aware of His great love for you.

			4. As believers, we walk by faith.

			Truth is, you can envision, plan, and step boldly, but some of the best lessons in life are the ones that sidetrack or even throw you off your intended path. You won’t always see in the moment how a fall can be redeemed. But, with your trust placed completely in Jesus Christ, you can stride the bumpy road of life with complete confidence. He is with you even when you fall. He will not leave you or forsake you. What a wonderful gift God has given! With prayer and patience, you grow closer to His walk for you. And even if you accrue some bruises and scars along the path, God will certainly bring beauty from your pain.

			The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. (Deuteronomy 31:8) 

			When you find yourselves falling short of where you think you “should be by now” in your Christian walk, it’s okay. Get up. Dust yourself off. Remember He is with you and makes up for any shortfall.

			***This article was first published 11/4/2019 on Crosswalk.com

		

	
		
			• Chapter 3 •

			Five Heart Lessons from the Woman at the Well 

			At times, we may need to have a heart-to-heart with someone we love.

			Those conversations can be difficult. We may be afraid to say what’s needed because we don’t know how the other person might react when we get the courage to speak up. Maybe we don’t want to hurt their feelings, but we can’t continue without change in some way.

			The longest one-on-one conversation Jesus had with someone in the Bible was with a woman. She went to the well to draw water and Jesus was waiting there.

			Like many of us, she didn’t know him very well. She’d heard of the Messiah but didn’t realize He was right there with her. Her daily duties were keeping her occupied and He appeared in her life out of left field. She wasn’t expecting Him to show up and she sure didn’t expect Him to change her life.

			But He was expecting her. He had plans she knew nothing about. He used her powerfully even though her life was far from picturesque.

			It’s an encouraging story and beautiful.

			Encouraging to us because God allows us to participate in His work here on earth. It doesn’t matter where we’ve been or what we’ve done in the past. He can use us and will for His purposes.

			It’s beautiful because when we have a personal relationship with Him, He gives us what we deeply need—the satisfying, living water to quench our spiritual thirst.

			Here are five heart lessons we can learn from the woman at the well in the Bible.

			1. We might find Jesus waiting for us.

			Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (John 4:4–7)

			The woman at the well was doing a routine chore—drawing water from the well. Nothing was out of the ordinary, except for who was sitting at the well, resting—waiting for her.

			I love how the scripture mentions Jesus is tired.

			I’m sure He’s been exhausted with my own spiritual immaturity, rebellion, and stubbornness at times. But He patiently waits for us.

			He wants us to be honest with him about our life. He waits until the perfect time to work things for good or to change us in some way for the better.

			2. When we know Him—we’ll love Him. 

			The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” (John 4:9–10)

			Jesus doesn’t even acknowledge her comment about their differences but goes straight to the heart of the matter.

			She doesn’t know Him. 

			It’s one thing to know who Jesus is but it’s the real deal when we know Him in our hearts. Then it’s love. I’ll never forget figuring out I was “in love” with Jesus. (I didn’t even realize we could fall in love with Him. I’d never heard anything about that in the church I grew up in.)

			I couldn’t stop thinking about Him. For years. Everything reminded me of Him, and I saw God in creation everywhere I looked. Why do I think about God 24/7?

			We think of someone constantly for years and can’t get them out of our thoughts because we’re in love.

			When we truly know Jesus, we will love Him. 

			3. Sometimes, we don’t believe.

			“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock?”

			Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

			The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” (John 4:11–15)

			She must be wondering how something as natural as water can become something that seems impossible. Living water? It doesn’t make sense.

			Jesus is about to transform her natural way of thinking into spiritual drinking.

			They’re alone when this intimate relationship begins. We may discover our own relationship with Him requires alone time, too.

			He works best in us when we’re not distracted by the world. Maybe we’re in a hospital bed or down on our backs with nothing else but Him to keep us company. It’s in these moments, He gets our attention and speaks to our spirit, making His presence known and drawing us close.

			4. Jesus opens our eyes to see truth clearly.

			He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

			“I have no husband,” she replied.

			Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”

			“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

			“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

			The woman said, “I know that ‘Messiah’ (called Christ) is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 

			Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” (John 4:16–26)

			It didn’t take her long to realize Jesus was telling the truth. Her eyes were opened, and His words helped her know Him better.

			The same is true for us. It can take a long time to truly get to know someone. He shows us who He is as we go through the troubles of life. We get to know Him better as we go along putting our trust in Him through life’s difficulties.

			Jesus will replace natural thought with spiritual insight. He takes lies we believe and gives us truth through His word. Helping us worship Him in spirit and in truth.

			5. Don’t linger in a place you should leave.

			Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find
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