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To those whose paths have diverged from their expectations: keep going - there's still so much more to see.
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  Introduction
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The print version of this book contains chapters detailing the story itself alongside activity pages, adventure ideas, and a few blank pages.  
These activity pages offer a range of coloring pages, mazes, word searches, and secret message scrambles. 
We also encourage readers to draw, write, or create their own activity pieces on the "canvas" squares on these activity pages. 
The intermittent blank pages invite readers to doodle and write, transforming this book into a one-of-a-kind keepsake to be shared. 
A further list of fun adventures is at the back of the book in both the ebook and print versions, which you can enjoy with family and friends. 

      [image: image-placeholder]We hope you enjoy the experience of reading this book and playing through the activities and adventures together. 








  
  Foreword
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This is the third story in a series of children's books that feature dragons. Each story takes place in a unique location around the world and reflects that region through its characters and plot. The goal of each story is to help readers/listeners navigate the challenges of growing up and dealing with the tough emotions and decisions that come with that journey. Please refer to the map below to see the location of this particular story. 
[image: A Moon Dragon for Emmaline takes place in France]
A Moon Dragon for Emmaline takes place in France
A Moon Dragon for Emmaline tells the story of a young girl and her father as they navigate the difficult journey of coping with the loss of Emmaline's mother. The book explores themes of hope, friendship, reconciliation, and kindness as the characters learn to find light amid darkness. We hope you will enjoy reading Emmaline's story!
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  Oceans Apart

The Ordeal


A little girl named Emmaline once lived with her Mère and Père in Auxerre. They were a happy family who often hiked in the distant mountains to the south, swam in the sea to the east, braved the crowded cities to the north, and boated in the meandering river to the west. They liked watching cartoons at home, having silly song competitions, and making meals together. Their life was simple, happy, and peaceful.  
But one day, Mère got very sick. The doctors tried everything, and for a long time, Mère fought to stay with Emmaline and her father, bravely facing each painful day with a weak smile for her daughter and husband. But far too soon for Emmaline and her Père, her Mère grew too tired to fight anymore, and she died, leaving Emmaline and her Père with empty hearts.
When adults are sad, they sometimes do not act like adults. Just like children, when adults are sad, they may find it hard to express themselves and be unwilling to talk about their feelings. As a result, they may spend more time at work, watching more TV, or sleeping more than usual. They may not even realize that their actions are affecting those around them because they are going through a lot of emotional pain. 
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Emmaline remembers what life used to be. - by Joanne Lee

After Mère's death, Père was deeply saddened. Emmaline's Père expressed his sadness by burying himself in his work, coming home to numb himself in front of the TV before falling into a cold bed with a hole in his heart where Mère used to live. He struggled to prepare meals for himself and Emmaline and often relied on frozen dinners. Père no longer expressed interest in hiking or swimming, urban exploring, school, or boating. He became disinterested in many things, and Emmaline sometimes felt that he wasn't interested in her either.
Emmaline silently expressed her sadness, spending hours in her room looking at pictures of her Mère and the adventures they had shared over the years. Whenever her Père wasn't around, she would sneak into her parents' room and go to the closet, touching her Mère's clothes and remembering what it felt like to hug her. 
Emmaline rarely spoke with her classmates at school and didn't play with them during recess. Like her Père, Emmaline seemed to have lost interest in engaging with others and doing the things she once enjoyed.
Emmaline frequently felt like she was stranded on an isolated island, while her Père was also stranded on a similar island nearby. Their islands were within sight of each other but with a tumultuous ocean separating them. As a result, their conversations during breakfast and dinner were often awkward or filled with heavy silence. 
Emmaline disliked how they lived but didn't know how to change it. She didn't know how to reach out to her Père and connect with him, like building a boat to sail across the ocean to his island, and it seemed that he didn't know how to do it either.






  
  The Moon Dragon Comes

The Mentor Arrives


One day, after a quiet meal with her Père at dinner, Emmaline sat in her bedroom gazing at the bright and full yellow moon in the warm and soft night sky. Although she did not make a wish, she sighed with a sense of listlessness and uncertainty.  
She was aware that she had the ability to make her wishes come true, just like her Mère had shown her. However, she couldn't shake off the doubts that made her feel adrift.
She looked at the moon and whispered, "If only I had a friend who understood me."
Emmaline crawled into bed with a sigh, preparing for another night of restless sleep. However, a strange noise outside her window startled her - four heavy thuds that sounded like rocks hitting the ground. Curious, she got up and peered through the curtains to see what was causing the noise. She spotted a remarkable creature near the berry thicket at the far end of her parents' property, beyond the beech trees she used to climb and over the little bridge that crossed the river in their sloping yard. 
Emmaline's mouth dropped open when she realized this creature was a dragon!
Emmaline was mesmerized by the sight before her. The dragon was massive, towering over her like a house and wider than a whale. Its feathers were a sight to behold, changing colors with each movement—from grey to blue and back again. Its face resembled a horse's curious face, with a crown of rounded horns that jutted backward like a horned circlet crown. 
The long, curved neck was adorned with a thick mane of silvery hair that led to a broad back. Two great feathery wings, each as long as a car and tall as a tree, were attached to its back. Its tail, which was almost as long as its body, curved in a cat-like fashion. 
Emmaline watched with amazement as the creature sat on the ground, its powerful legs curling under its body. Its feet were bird-like, with each foot having only three toes and a long, sharp talon on each toe.
Emmaline rubbed her eyes repeatedly, but the dragon did not vanish as expected if she was dreaming. She felt curious yet slightly scared, so she hurried downstairs and went outside. Wearing just her pajamas and barefoot, she walked under the trees and stopped midway on the bridge. Emmaline could see the dragon breathing and his eyes blinking, but he didn't do anything as he watched her coming close. 
She moved closer over the bridge and stood directly in front of him. When he still didn't flinch, Emmaline took a deep breath and reached out to touch him.
Emmaline was caught off guard when the dragon suddenly moved. Startled, she stepped back, accidentally falling into the narrow river. Even though the river was not too wide, it was deep and fast enough to overwhelm her. Emmaline feared the current would take her far away from her home and eventually out to sea. However, as she floated under the bridge, she felt a strange sensation around her waist. 
Grasping the object, Emmaline smiled. It was the dragon's tail wrapped like a rope, securely around her, keeping her afloat. Effortlessly, the dragon lifted her out of the water and saved her from danger.
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Emmaline is shocked to find a dragon in her backyard. - by Joanne Lee
After setting her down, the dragon leaned his head close and exhaled a warm puff of air. His breath smelled like freshly cut grass, and Emmaline shivered in surprise when she realized her wet pajamas and hair were now completely dry. This done, the dragon smiled and spoke in a wispy purr, “Good evening.”
Emmaline squeezed the water out of her hair and echoed, "Good evening," as she didn't know what else to say.
The creature confidently announced, "I am a moon dragon." It almost seemed to read her thoughts, anticipating and answering her questions before she could even ask. He gestured towards the sky and continued, "I've come here from there." She followed his gaze upwards and noticed the yellow moon, which appeared bigger and brighter.
Emmaline found her words and asked the massive dragon, "Why are you here?" She brought her gaze down from the moon and centered it once more on the creature.
"Before we can start our own family, as moon dragons, we must come to Earth to help someone. You said you wanted a friend, so here I am."
Emmaline was in awe. The thought of having a moon dragon as a friend
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