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Regarding The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (LDS) 
Hymn 97, Lead, Kindly Light:1
I believe some the words of that hymn call to mind the idea of
relationships we had kindled during our premortal life. I feel that
the nature of some of these relationships is such that they had to
be put on hold or postponed until after we have successfully
completed our mortal probation, and in some cases perhaps even
until after we have been resurrected and have entered our
exaltation. I suppose, due to their sacred nature, we may not even
have the Lord's permission to entertain much thought of them until
we have faithfully completed our mortal probation.

 


Do full-time missionaries afford us a type
and shadow of this? How many full-time missionaries have postponed
relationships that could only come to fruition with divine
approbation after faithful completion of full-time missionary
service?

 


I have probably said too much already. I have
heard expressed by a patriarch whom I consider to be a dear friend,
and who was serving as a counselor in a temple presidency, that
this hymn calls to mind things that are so sacred we cannot talk
about them. He did suggest, however, that we can ask Heavenly
Father to help us understand the meaning of the hymn. I am reminded
of several accounts abridged by Mormon regarding the resurrected
Savior's visit to the Nephites2,

3, 
4, found in the following verses:

 


3
Nephi 19:31-34:

 


"31 And it came to pass that he went again a
little way off and prayed unto the Father;

 


"32 And tongue cannot speak the words which
he prayed, neither can be written by man the words which he
prayed.

 


"33 And the multitude did hear and do bear
record; and their hearts were open and they did understand in their
hearts the words which he prayed.

 


"34 Nevertheless, so great and marvelous were
the words which he prayed that they cannot be written, neither can
they be uttered by man."
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