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This book is dedicated
to Gary and Therese Wilson, who have never hesitated to help God’s
servant, when assistance was needed. To all such God says:

“For
God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you
have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still
ministering to the saints.”
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INTRODUCTION

 God is allowing His servant to have a few
commentaries published, which is the product of over forty-three
years of study and experience. It is my hope that the present one,
“God’s Prophetic Word Through Haggai and Zechariah” – which is
expository in nature (that is, explained in detail) – will prove to
be heartwarming and practical to help God’s people live in a way
that is a personal blessing and which brings glory to God in these
last days of the present age!

There are
three things that one should be aware of at the outset. The first
is that the Biblical text that God gave will be included as part of
the text of this book, so that the reader will not have to turn to
the Bible to read that text. It will appear in italics. Then
secondly, each chapter has been broken into smaller sections, which
will begin with an italicized brief explanation supplied as a help
of what is covered in that section. And thirdly, at times comments
are supplied by the author, which will be in brackets in the text
of God’s word, as an additional help to the reader.

Then we are to
also note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book with six
sections. In Addendum A, there is a brief outline of the four ages
of time, for any reading the book who might not be familiar with
this information. In Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the
two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ. Then in Addendum C, we have an exposition of God’s
resurrection program in time. Then at Addendum D, we have an
exposition of Daniel 8:1-27 and at Addendum E, an exposition of
Daniel 9:24-27. And then at Addendum F, we have a presentation of
the gospel, which is the good news that God has given in His word
regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any reader who might
not yet have this vital personal relationship with God, through
faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

This book, and
all the author’s books, are available for purchase in print format
or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine.

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.

















HAGGAI CHAPTER
ONE

Verses 1 to 15

Haggai 1:1-11, God
speaks His first message to Zerubbabel and to Joshua through the
prophet Haggai!

As God begins
His prophetic word through Haggai, we are to note that at Haggai
1:1-11, we have God’s first of four messages that He gives to
Zerubbabel and Joshua through the prophet Haggai, noting what we
there now read, “[1] In the second year of Darius the king, on
the first day of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came by the
prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying,
[2] “Thus says the Lord of hosts, 'This people says, "The time has
not come, even the time for the house of the Lord to be rebuilt." '
" [3] Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying,
[4] "Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses
while this house lies desolate?" [5] Now therefore, thus says the
Lord of hosts, "Consider your ways! [6] You have sown much, but
harvest little; you eat, but there is not enough to be satisfied;
you drink, but there is not enough to become drunk; you put on
clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he who earns, earns wages
to put into a purse with holes." [7] Thus says the Lord of hosts,
"Consider your ways! [8] Go up to the mountains, bring wood and
rebuild the temple, that I may be pleased with it and be
glorified," says the Lord. [9] You look for much, but behold, it
comes to little; when you bring it home, I blow it away. Why?"
declares the Lord of hosts, "Because of My house which lies
desolate, while each of you runs to his own house. [10] Therefore,
because of you the sky has withheld its dew and the earth has
withheld its produce. [11] I called for a drought on the land, on
the mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on what
the ground produces, on men, on cattle, and on all the labor of
your hands."

When we come
to God’s book of Haggai in His word, it is like entering a movie
theatre when the movie is almost half over, and if someone does not
take a moment to fill us in on what has transpired so far in the
movie, we would be watching the rest of it and trying to make sense
of it all!

And in order
to avoid that here, it would be best to begin the story with the
nation of Israel, which is the main vessel that is in view and
which God works through throughout the Old Testament, from Genesis
12 onward, to the end of Malachi. What we are to now see is that
starting at Genesis 12 and going to the end of Acts 1, we have the
start of the second age of time, in which God does a new thing on
the earth, in terms of raising up the nation of Israel for the
purpose of now bringing His Son to the earth, as He had promised to
do at Genesis 3:15, and also to bring His written word to mankind
through believers of the nation of Israel!

As the first
age of time ended, God had desired to have believing nations on the
earth, consisting of believers who would spread the knowledge of
God and of His plan of salvation to others! Instead, what resulted
on the earth was nations consisting of unbelievers in rebellion
against God, as we see at Genesis 11, under the rulership of Satan,
the devil, God’s archenemy from the moment he sinned against God
and started spreading a man-made, devil-inspired, false religious
system on earth!

And so,
instead of seeking to rule over His creation through Adam and his
believing descendants, as God did during the first age of time, God
now chooses one believer, ABRAHAM, and through him, HE RAISES UP
THE NATION OF ISRAEL, WITH GOD THEN RULING OVER HIS CREATION FOR
THE DURATION OF THE SECOND AGE OF TIME THROUGH THE BELIEVERS OF THE
NATION OF ISRAEL. So just as Adam was REPRESENTATIVE of all human
beings in the first age of time, so now the nation of Israel that
God now raises up through Abraham will also be REPRESENTATIVE of
all the nations of the earth during the second age of time!

And so, just
as God knew that what Adam and Eve did, any other couple would have
also done had they been in their place; so too now in the second
age of time, God knows that whatever the nation of Israel does, any
other nation would likewise have done, if that nation had been
chosen instead of Israel as a representative nation. In other
words, God knows that the soul of mankind has been totally
corrupted by the sinful human nature that all human beings have all
over the earth, since all humans are descended from Adam and Eve,
the first parents of the whole of the human race, who incurred that
sinful nature, which has been passed on from male to female at
conception ever since.

And so, at
Genesis 12:2, we see God tell Abram (whose name God later changed
from “Abram” to “Abraham” at Genesis 17:5) what we now read, “And I
WILL MAKE YOU A GREAT NATION, and I will bless you, and make your
name great; and so you shall be a blessing…” We are then to see
that God goes about making a great nation out of Abraham by first
giving him a son, ISAAC; as we see from Genesis 21:1-3, who was
born to Abraham’s wife Sarah, while they were both quite advanced
in age!

Then God
continued His plan of making a nation out of Abraham by giving
Isaac two sons through his wife Rebekah, one named Jacob and the
other Esau, as we see from Genesis 25:20-26, “[20] and Isaac was
forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the
Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his
wife. [21] Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because
she was barren; and the Lord answered him and Rebekah his wife
conceived. [22] But the children struggled together within her; and
she said, "If it is so, why then am I this way?" So she went to
inquire of the Lord. [23] The Lord said to her, "TWO NATIONS are in
your womb; and two peoples will be separated from your body; and
one people shall be stronger than the other; and the older shall
serve the younger." [24] When her days to be delivered were
fulfilled, behold, there were TWINS in her womb. [25] Now the first
came forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and they named him
ESAU. [26] Afterward his brother came forth with his hand holding
on to Esau's heel, so his name was called JACOB; and Isaac was
sixty years old when she gave birth to them.”

But God was
not yet finished making that one nation out of Abraham and his
descendants, for then we see that God proceeded to give Jacob
twelve sons, with God then changing Jacob’s name to “ISRAEL,” as we
see at Genesis 32:28, “He said, "YOUR NAME SHALL NO LONGER BE
JACOB, BUT ISRAEL; for you have striven with God and with men and
have prevailed."“ However, a name change and twelve sons does not a
nation make, but then God was not yet finished, for we see Him tell
Jacob HOW He was to make that nation, when God says to Jacob at
Genesis 46:2,3, whose name was now Israel, “[2] God spoke to Israel
in visions of the night and said, "Jacob, Jacob." And he said,
"Here I am." [3] He said, "I am God, the God of your father; DO NOT
BE AFRAID TO GO DOWN TO EGYPT, FOR I WILL MAKE YOU A GREAT NATION
THERE.” And so we see that it was while Jacob, now called “Israel,”
was in Egypt with his family that God made “a great nation” out of
Abraham and his descendants!

And in order
to see HOW God now finalized the making of the nation of Israel
through Abraham and his descendants, we are to note that God had
worked in such a way that Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons, was brought
to Egypt and was now the second in command under Pharaoh, the king
of Egypt. With Joseph being in charge of dispensing food supplies,
there was a famine in the land where Jacob and his sons were, which
was of course engineered by God in order to get Jacob and his sons
to move to Egypt.

So Jacob, as
Israel, obeys God, since he is a believer, and moves down to Egypt
with his family after finding out that Joseph was still alive and
was in Egypt. And so, Jacob, as now Israel, ends up living in
Egypt, where his twelve sons and their descendants multiply greatly
under God’s direct intervention and protection for the next 430
years, with their then coming out of Egypt at the end of that time
under MOSES, another believer chosen of God to now lead Israel and
his descendants to the land promised them by God.

So let us note
here what God tells us at Exodus 12:37,40,41 relating to what has
just been said above about what occurred at the end of the 430
years in Egypt, “[37] Now THE SONS OF ISRAEL journeyed from Rameses
to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, aside from
children… [40] Now the time that THE SONS OF ISRAEL lived in Egypt
was four hundred and thirty years. [41] And at the end of four
hundred and thirty years, to the very day, all the hosts of the
Lord went out from the land of Egypt.”

Now we are to
see that those six hundred thousand men, not counting the women and
children, who were all the descendants of Israel, were now coming
out of Egypt as THE NATION OF ISRAEL, on their way to the land of
Canaan, which God had promised to give them, and which, when
possessed later under Joshua’s leadership, would then BECOME THE
LAND OF ISRAEL.

And in once
having conquered the nations of the land of Canaan under Joshua, as
we see in God’s book of Joshua, the sons of Israel started asking
God for a king, like all the other surrounding nations had, with
God at first giving them Saul, the unbeliever, for forty years, and
then David, the believer, for another forty years. Then Solomon,
who succeeded His father David as king over the nation of Israel,
built God a temple at Jerusalem, which was the capital of the
nation of Israel, and was in the territory of the tribe of
Judah,

When Solomon
died, the nation of Israel divided into two kingdoms, consisting of
the Southern Kingdom of Judah, made up of two tribes, that being
Judah and Benjamin, with its capital at Jerusalem; and the Northern
Kingdom of Israel, which also became known as simply “Samaria,” was
made up of the remaining ten tribes, with its capital at the city
of Samaria in the territory of the tribe of Ephraim.

In 722 BC, the
Northern Kingdom of Israel was brought into captivity to Assyria
and the territory of the ten tribes was then repopulated with
foreign people, as we see from 2 Kings 17:6,24. And then in 586 BC,
the Southern Kingdom of Judah was brought into captivity to
Babylon, under its first king, Nebuchadnezzar, with the city of
Jerusalem, including God’s temple there, being burned to the ground
at that time. It is important to grasp that both the Northern
Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah were exiled
from the land of Israel by God due to their sin against God, as is
clear from 2 Kings 17:7-23!

What should
also be noted here is that in God’s book of Daniel, He there
prophesied four world-encompassing empires of men in unbelief in
time, with the first world empire being that of Babylon, with its
capital at the city of Babylon; the second being that of Persia and
Media, with its capital at Susa; the third being that of Greece,
with its capital at Athens; and then the fourth being the Roman
empire, with its capital at the city of Rome.

And so, as
God’s book of Ezra opens, we see from Ezra 1:1-4, that God
supernaturally works in Cyrus, the first king of the worldwide
empire of the Medes and Persians, to issue a decree that allowed
those of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, who were brought to Babylon
in 586 BC, to now be allowed to return to the Southern Kingdom of
Judah in order to REBUILD GOD’S TEMPLE THERE! This was the main
focus of God’s book of Ezra.

But as we see
when we read through God’s book of Ezra, the believers who returned
to build God’s temple soon ran into opposition and stopped building
God’s temple altogether. And this was when GOD RAISED THE PROPHETS
HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH TO ENCOURAGE THE BELIVERS TO CONTINUE BUILDING
GOD’S TEMPLE, noting now what we read at Ezra 5:1,2, “[1] When the
prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo,
prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name
of the God of Israel, who was over them, [2] then Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to
rebuild the house of God which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of
God were with them supporting them."

In now having
this information as background, we can look at God’s book of Haggai
proper, where we see God give Haggai four messages during the time
he served God, which were all designed to have those of the
Southern Kingdom of Judah continue on with rebuilding God’s temple
in Jerusalem. And so, when we come to verses 1:1-11, there are a
number of truths that we are to see, with the FIRST truth being
that God spoke this message through the prophet Haggai “in the
second year of Darius the king,” where we need to grasp that this
refers to the second year of the reign of Darius, who was at that
time king over the whole of the Persian Empire (made up of the
Medes and Persians), which was a worldwide Empire consisting of 127
provinces (noting Esther 1:1), covering the then known world.

What would be
helpful here is being aware of and remembering that the first king
to rule over the Persian Empire was Cyrus; then it was Ahasuerus,
who is the king over the empire in God’s book of Esther, noting
Esther 1:1, and who was also the father of Darius, noting Daniel
9:1; then it was Artaxerxes, who was never favorable to the nation
of Israel throughout his reign; then it was Darius, who was
favorable to the nation of Israel, as his father Ahasuerus had
been. Darius is seen for instance at Daniel 6, where we see Daniel
in the lion’s den! And then came another Artaxerxes, who was also
favorable to the nation of Israel and is seen as ruling over the
Persian Empire throughout God’s book of Nehemiah. He was the king
who allowed Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall of
the city of Jerusalem and also the city itself, which had been
partially rebuilt during the period of the book of Ezra. God’s book
of Nehemiah takes place twelve years after the close of God’s book
of Ezra!

Then the
SECOND truth to notice is that the second date given here also at
verse 1:1, namely, “on the first day of the sixth month,” consists
of the day and month on the Jewish calendar, that being the month
of Elul. This is to be seen as the date that God gave his first
message to those in Jerusalem, who were in the process of
rebuilding His temple there!

And then the
THIRD truth to be aware of is that “Haggai” is the prophet through
whom God now gives four messages for those in Jerusalem, who were
at this time rebuilding God’s temple there. Haggai is one of very
few prophets that God does not tell us much about, one reason being
that it is not the man who is important here, but rather the
message, for this is God speaking. The messenger is just an
available vessel whom God can speak through!

Then the
FOURTH truth is that “Zerubbabel” mentioned here was at this time
the governor of the province of Judah, who had been appointed to
that position by Cyrus, the first king of the Persian Empire, after
they had defeated the Babylonian Empire, which was the first
world-encompassing Empire, under Nebuchadnezzar, its first king;
while “Joshua,” also mentioned here at verse 1:1, was the high
priest. So we have here the highest civil and religious authority
in the province of Judah, to whom God was now sending this
message.

Then the FIFTH
truth to be aware of here is that “Judah” was at this time but one
of the 127 provinces making the Persian Empire (noting Esther 1:1),
but in terms of its history within the nation of Israel, it was in
fact that Southern Kingdom of Judah, which was made up of the two
tribes, that being of Judah and Benjamin, with its capital at the
city of Jerusalem in Judah.

Then as to the
content of God’s first message through Haggai, which is at verses
1:2-11, we are now to see that it concerns THREE TRUTHS that God
wanted to convey to Zerubbabel and Joshua, on behalf of those
rebuilding God’s temple in Jerusalem. And so the FIRST TRUTH, as we
see at verse 1:2-5, is that God was hearing what the people were
saying that it must not be God’s time to rebuild His temple, due to
all the opposition they were encountering! However, God counters
that argument through Haggai by saying to them at Jerusalem,
“Consider your ways!,” which literally in the original Greek meant
for them to ‘set their hearts on’ what was God’s will for them to
do, which was for them to be rebuilding God’s temple, for the
people had returned to their own homes throughout Judah and
Benjamin, while God’s temple still lay in ruins!

Then the
SECOND TRUTH that God wanted to convey to them, which He did
through Haggai at verses 1:6-8, was to let the people know that the
reason that they were harvesting, but reaping so little; that they
were eating, but there never seemed to be enough to satisfy their
hunger; that they were drinking, but there never seemed to be
enough to satisfy their thirst; that they were clothing themselves,
but there was never enough to be really warm; and those who were
earning a wage, it always seemed that it was never enough to meet
their expenses; with God letting them know here that this was all
due to their being outside of God’s will, in not being about
rebuilding God’s temple! And so, God’s remedy was for them to bring
wood to Jerusalem and to continue rebuilding His temple, for this
is what would please Him and what would be bringing glory to His
Name!

And then the
THIRD TRUTH God was giving here, through this first message to
those at Jerusalem and Judah by Haggai, was as we see at verses
1:9-11, where the people hoped for much, but it amounted to little;
when they brought the product of their labors home, God blew it
away. Why? Because the people were doing their own thing and were
not at carrying out His will, which was to rebuild His temple in
Jerusalem, which was the only reason why God had worked
supernaturally behind the scenes to bring them to Jerusalem in the
first place! And since this was not what they were going about
doing, then He had brought a drought to the land, so that the
blessing of God on them, in terms of abundant grain, wine, oil,
reproducing cattle, and worthwhile work to do, was all being
withheld from them, due to their being outside of God’s will by not
being at the work He had for them, which was the rebuilding of
God’s temple in Jerusalem!

And may we not
today miss the important truths here relating to our own lives on
earth as God’s children at the present time! Let us note what God
tells us, as believers of the present age at Romans 15:4, “For
whatever was written in earlier times was written for our
instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of
the Scriptures we might have hope,” and also at 1 Corinthians
10:11, “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they
were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come;” for what God says at 2 Corinthians 5:14,15 is
definitely applicable to us at the present time, “[14] For the love
of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for
all, therefore all died; [15] and He died for all, so that they who
live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf.”

Haggai 1:12-15, the
people in Judah respond favorably to God’s first message through
Haggai and now resume rebuilding God’s temple in Jerusalem!

What we then
see happen at Haggai 1:12-15 is quite encouraging, as we there see
the people in Judah respond favorably to God’s first message
through Haggai and now resume rebuilding God’s temple in Jerusalem,
as we there now read, “[12] Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the
remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and
the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent
him. And the people showed reverence for the Lord. [13] Then
Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke by the commission of the
Lord to the people saying, " 'I am with you,' declares the Lord."
[14] So the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of
the people; and they came and worked on the house of the Lord of
hosts, their God, [15] on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month
in the second year of Darius the king.”

Since it was
God Who was speaking through Haggai, and since it was God’s will
for His temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem, then we should not be
surprised to see God also working in the hearts and minds of those
of Judah and at Jerusalem to not only have the desire to obey God,
but to actually start rebuilding God’s temple, as we see at verses
1:12-14, with God telling us here at verse 1:15 that it was on the
twenty-fourth day of the sixth month that the work on His temple
actually resumed, which was still in second year of the reign of
Darius. Since Haggai’s message was delivered on the “first day of
the sixth month,” as we have seen from verse 1:1, then this means
that it took a little over three weeks for the actual work to begin
again, with this delay here likely due to the getting the workers
organized again, plus in securing the supplies needed, such as the
wood that would be required for the temple once the work resumed
again!









HAGGAI CHAPTER
TWO

Verses 1 to 23

Haggai 2:1-9, God’s
second message through Haggai to those in Judah, who had resumed
rebuilding God’s temple in Jerusalem!

As God
continues the giving of His prophetic word through Haggai, we now
see from Haggai 2:1-9 God’s second message through Haggai to those
in Judah, who had now resumed rebuilding God’s temple in Jerusalem,
there now reading, “[1] On the twenty-first of the seventh
month, the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet saying, [2]
"Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the
remnant of the people saying, [3] Who is left among you who saw
this temple in its former glory? And how do you see it now? Does it
not seem to you like nothing in comparison? [4] But now take
courage, Zerubbabel,' declares the Lord, 'take courage also, Joshua
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all you people of the land
take courage,' declares the Lord, 'and work; for I am with you,'
declares the Lord of hosts. [5] As for the promise which I made you
when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in your midst; do
not fear!' [6] For thus says the Lord of hosts, 'Once more in a
little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the
sea also and the dry land. [7] I will shake all the nations; and
they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this
house with glory,' says the Lord of hosts. [8] The silver is Mine
and the gold is Mine,' declares the Lord of hosts. [9] The latter
glory of this house will be greater than the former,' says the Lord
of hosts, 'and in this place I will give peace,' declares the Lord
of hosts."”

We now see
from verse 2:1,2 that God’s second message to those at Jerusalem
came less than a month after the people had now resumed rebuilding
God’s temple there, for at verse 1:15 we were told that the work
had resumed on the twenty-fourth of the sixth month and now the
second message came on the twenty-first of the seventh month.

And what we
are to see from what God now says through Haggai here at verses
2:3-9 is that this message was designed to ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE as
they worked on rebuilding God’s temple, doing so in TWO different
ways here! In the FIRST instance, as we see at verses 2:3, God
wanted those who were still alive and who had seen Solomon’s temple
in Jerusalem – which was covered with gold everywhere on the
inside, while this present temple had no gold whatsoever – with God
asking them whether this present temple, as it was being rebuilt
seemed like nothing at all to them, when the two were compared!

And in order
to grasp what God was saying next at verses 2:4,5, we need to
realize that gold in Scripture stands for God’s righteousness, that
is, His righteous life, which is right in all He ever thinks, says,
and does! And now that this temple being rebuilt had no gold in it,
God wanted the people to know that He was still Present with them!
For God reminds them here of His promise that He had made to the
sons of Israel when they first came out of Egypt, noting for
instance what we read at Exodus 29:45,46, “[45] I will dwell among
the sons of Israel and will be their God. [46] They shall know that
I am the Lord their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt,
that I might dwell among them; I am the Lord their God.” And as we
see at verse 2:5 here, it was by His Holy Spirit that God did dwell
among the people at that time, which was represented by the cloud
by day and the fire by night to guide them from Egypt to the
promised land, noting Nehemiah 9:19,20 and Isaiah 63:11,14!

And before we
go further here, there are a number of truths which need to be
grasped and remembered regarding the importance of God’s temple in
Biblical history, which represented His place of dwelling on earth.
In other words, God’s temple was the place of His Presence! At
first that place of God’s dwelling or Presence was the tabernacle
that Moses built in the wilderness (noting Exodus 40:34 to
Leviticus 1:1), after the nation of Israel left Egypt for the
promised land. Then that place of dwelling, as where God’s Presence
was on earth, was Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem.

But then we
need to see that God raised the prophet Ezekiel and he started
prophesying in 592 BC (noting Ezekiel 1:1-3), about six years
before the temple of Solomon was destroyed in Jerusalem, which was
in 586 BC. However, Ezekiel had already been taken into exile to
Babylon by that time, which was in 597 BC, as part of the second
deportation of three deportations that took place from Jerusalem to
Babylon between 605 BC and 586 BC. And it was while Ezekiel was in
exile that God showed him His Presence, and of course His glory,
leaving the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, noting Ezekiel
10:18,19, which meant that from that point onward, God’s rebuilt
temple on earth – both at the time of Zerubbabel in God’s book of
Ezra or in the third temple to be rebuilt during the time of
tribulation during the seven years left of the second age of time,
noting Ezekiel 40:1 to 43:17 – would NEVER again have God dwelling
in a physical building on earth!

This then
brings up the question of WHY rebuild God’s temple if God was no
longer to indwell there? The answer is that it was at the temple
that the worship of God took place, which was at the time of the
animal sacrifices and offerings that were to be made there at God’s
altar of burnt offering, which we must ever remembered were only
foreshadowings of God’s Son in human flesh at His first coming from
Heaven to earth! Plus the furniture itself inside the temple also
spoke of spiritual realities in Heaven itself, which is why when
Moses was building that tabernacle in the wilderness and all its
furnishings, God told him to make all in accordance with the plan
that God had showed him on the mountain, noting Exodus 25:40 with
Hebrews 8:5!

And so the
temple needed to be rebuilt so that what it represented on earth in
time, relating to the coming to earth of God’s Son in both His
Person and ministry, might continue to point mankind to Him until
He did come from Heaven to earth at His first coming, and then that
physical temple would no longer be required, because God’s Presence
from then on would be in His Son by The Holy Spirit! This is why
God’s Son referred to His human body as God’s temple at John
2:19-21, as we there see, “[19] Jesus answered them, "Destroy this
temple (speaking here of His own human body), and in three days I
will raise it up." [20] The Jews then said, "It took forty-six
years to build this temple (speaking of what was rebuilt in Ezra’s
day and then embellished in king Herod’s day), and will You raise
it up in three days?" [21] But He was speaking of the temple of His
body.” And this is also why believers are now said to be God’s
temple on earth, noting 1 Corinthians 3:16, where we read, “Do you
not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you?,” and also at 2 Corinthians 6:16, where we read, “Or
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the
temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them
and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people.”

Then in the
SECOND instance, God sought to encourage them, as we now see at
verses 2:6-9, by letting them know that there was a time coming in
the future – which will be at the time of the second stage of the
second coming of God’s Son, as we see at Revelation 19:11-16, when
He returns to earth to establish God’s Kingdom over the earth for
the duration of the fourth age of time, which will last for 1000
years, noting Revelation 20:1,2,6,7 – which is when God will “fill
this house with glory,” speaking now of God reigning over the earth
in His Son from “the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God,” noting Revelation 21:10, with God The Father in
His Son being at that time the temple, noting what we read at
Revelation 21:22,23, “[22] I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God
the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. [23] And the city has no
need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.”

It is at that
time in the future, when God as the temple in His Son, in this holy
city, Jerusalem, that it will have more glory than what the people
were rebuilding in Jerusalem at the time Haggai and Zechariah were
prophesying to them. And it will also be at that time in the future
that the wealth of the nations will be brought to that city, noting
Revelation 21:24,26, where we read, “[24] The nations will walk by
its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into
it… [26] and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations
into it…” Since God owns all the silver and the gold in existence
on earth, then He obviously does not need anyone to supply Him
that, but instead, the nations of the earth will at that time give
Him the honor and glory that He is so worthy of, which is better
than silver and gold!

Haggai 2:10-19, God’s
third message through Haggai to those in Judah, who had resumed
rebuilding God’s temple in Jerusalem!

Then at Haggai
2:10-19 we have God’s third message through Haggai to those in
Judah and Jerusalem, who had resumed rebuilding God’s temple in
Jerusalem, as we now there see, “[10] On the twenty-fourth of
the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord
came to Haggai the prophet, saying, [11] "Thus says the Lord of
hosts, 'Ask now the priests for a ruling: [12] 'If a man carries
holy meat in the fold of his garment, and touches bread with this
fold, or cooked food, wine, oil, or any other food, will it become
holy?' " And the priests answered, "No." [13] Then Haggai said, "If
one who is unclean from a corpse touches any of these, will the
latter become unclean?" And the priests answered, "It will become
unclean." [14] Then Haggai said, " 'So is this people. And so is
this nation before Me,' declares the Lord, 'and so is every work of
their hands; and what they offer there is unclean. [15]'But now, do
consider from this day onward: before one stone was placed on
another in the temple of the Lord, [16] from that time when one
came to a grain heap of twenty measures, there would be only ten;
and when one came to the wine vat to draw fifty measures, there
would be only twenty. [17] I smote you and every work of your hands
with blasting wind, mildew and hail; yet you did not come back to
Me,' declares the Lord. [18] Do consider from this day onward, from
the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month; from the day when the
temple of the Lord was founded, consider: [19] Is the seed still in
the barn? Even including the vine, the
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