


The Priority of Mind



The Priority of Mind

Keith Ward

Paperback ISBN: 978 0 22717897 3
PDF ISBN: 978 0 22717898 0

James Clarke & Co.
©

Click on the link above to see our FULL CATALOGUE
for more excellent titles in
Hardback, Paperback, PDF, ePub and Kindle!

Would you like to join our Mailing List?
Click here!

Enjoyed this book?
Review it on Amazon so others can too!

Click here!


https://www.jamesclarke.co/product/priority-of-mind-the/
https://www.jamesclarke.co/product-category/all-books/
https://www.jamesclarke.co/about/newsletter/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Priority-of-Mind/dp/0227178971/ref%3Dmonarch_sidesheet

The Priority of Mind

Keith Ward

O

James Clarke & Co



James CLARKE & Co
PO. Box 60
Cambridge
CB1 2NT

United Kingdom

www.jamesclarke.co

publishing@jamesclarke.co

Paperback ISBN: 978 0 227 17897 3
PDF ISBN: 978 0227 17898 0

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A record is available from the British Library

First published by Cascade Books, 2021

This edition published by James Clarke & Co, 2023,
by arrangement with Wipf and Stock Publishers

Copyright © Keith Ward, 2021

All rights reserved. No part of this edition may be reproduced, stored
electronically or in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
or otherwise, without prior written permission from the
Publisher (permissions@jamesclarke.co).



CONTENTS

Introduction | 1

PART ONE: MIND | 4
1. The Sources of Mind | 4
2. The Brain and the Mind | 7
3.Dreaming | 9
4. Freedom and Creativity | 12
5. The Self as Agent | 15
6. The Sensory World | 19
7. Value and Purpose | 22
8. Thoughts | 24
9. Mind and Objective Reality | 28
10. Artificial Intelligence | 30

11. The Irony of Materialism | 31

PART TWO: COSMOS | 34
1. The Cosmic Mind | 34
2. Creative Change | 37
3.Mind and Purpose | 40
4.Emergence | 44
5. Value | 46
6. The Self-Realizing Universe | 48
7. The Unfolding of Mind | 50



ABSTRACT OF THE ARGUMENT IN PARTS ONE AND TWO
Part One: Mind | 52

Part Two: Cosmos | 54

PART THREE: VIRTUE | 56
1. Truth | 56
2. Beauty | 61
3.Love | 64
4.Idealism and Virtues | 67

PART FOUR: AFTERLIFE | 7o
1. The Life to Come | 70

CONCLUSION | 75

APPENDIX | 79



INTRODUCTION

A few years ago, Richard Dawkins wrote a best-selling book, The
Selfish Gene (Boulder, CO: Paladin, 1976). It was a really well-
written book, with lots of fascinating facts in it, by a well-respected
zoologist at Oxford University. And yet it was almost completely
wrong.

I need to amend that statement at once. The biological facts
in it were not wrong. So it was not really completely wrong. In fact,
it was a brilliant and illuminating account of evolutionary biology.
But what was wrong was very important. It was the impression it
gave, and that it meant to give, that you, and all human beings, are
animals that have evolved by chance. There is no intelligent direc-
tion or purpose that got you here. You are composed of particles
of matter that operate in accordance with blind laws of nature, and
just happen to have produced you. You are some sort of accident
of nature. In a later book, Professor Dawkins wrote, “There is, at
bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but
blind pitiless indifference” (River Out of Eden [New York: Basic,
1993], 133).

You may think you are an intelligent, free, responsible agent.
But, in fact, you are simply a machine controlled by your basic
particles, your genes, and the smaller physical unthinking bits and
pieces of which genes are made. Dawkins writes, “we are survival
machines—robot vehicles blindly programmed to preserve the
selfish molecules known as genes” (Dawkins, The Selfish Gene,
x). There is no reason why you exist; there is no point in your
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existence, and you are certainly not the high-point of creation,
somehow more important than all the other animals.

I think that this is a significantly wrong picture of what you
really are. I want to persuade you that it is a lopsided picture. It
misses out all that is most important about being human. Its pic-
ture of human life and of the universe in which humans exist is in
fact almost completely upside down.

This might seem to be a very rash claim of mine. Does it not
fly in the face of everything modern science tells us? I do not think
so. In fact, I am going to argue that modern science has a very dif-
ferent story to tell. And I am going to try to tell it.

I suppose I should start by saying something about who I am.
This may seem rather egotistical, but it is important these days to
know if an author is the genuine article. I am certainly not infal-
lible, but I am, I suppose one could say, well qualified in both phi-
losophy and theology. After a short spell in the Royal Air Force, I
became a university lecturer in philosophy at Glasgow University,
then at St. Andrews University, and then at King’s College, Univer-
sity of London. After that, I was dean of Trinity Hall, Cambridge
and director of studies in philosophy and theology at Cambridge
University, where I lectured in the philosophy faculty. Then I held
the following chairs, one after the other: Professor of Moral Theol-
ogy, then Professor of the History and Philosophy of Religion, at
London University, Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford Univer-
sity, Research Professor in Philosophy at Heythrop College, and
Professor of Philosophy at Roehampton University. I eventually
retired at eighty-two. I am a Fellow of the British Academy and
an Emeritus Student (the Christ Church term for a Life Fellow) of
Christ Church College, Oxford.

I am only reciting that rather boring list to show that at least
I am professionally qualified in the subject I am writing about. I
need to do this because I have tried not to write this book in an
academic style. It has no footnotes, references, equations, or too
many technical terms (though I could not resist adding a short
appendix with some references for those who are interested). It
is meant to be a serious work in philosophy, but it is written in a
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way that is not too serious. That is because I think it is a really im-
portant topic, so I wanted to make it readable to intelligent people
who may not be professionally qualified.

This book is an attempt to persuade you of the truth of a
philosophical view that I call “personal idealism.” Idealism, in phi-
losophy, is the belief that mind is more real than matter. Without
mind, matter would not exist. The fundamental nature of reality is
mind. There could not be a physical universe without mind as its
basis. Extreme Idealists say that matter does not exist at all. Per-
sonal idealists accept that matter exists, but that it wholly depends
upon mental reality. There is one basic supreme mind, and the
whole physical universe is the expression and manifestation of that
mind. As a mind, it has the personal characteristics of knowing,
feeling, and willing. So, the universe is not really blind, pitiless,
and indifferent. On the contrary, it is conscious, compassionate,
and concerned for human well-being.

This idealist view is, I think, rather unfashionable nowadays,
even though some form of it has been held by most classical phi-
losophers from Plato onwards. I intend to join them in defending it.

I have divided this book into four parts. The first is a look
at human minds and what they are really like. The second asks
what the universe must be like if it has generated such minds. It as-
sumes an evolutionary view and suggests that the universe must be
mind-like. The third draws conclusions about how humans should
act if personal idealism is true and agrees (in a slightly new way)
with the time-honoured tradition that human well-being consists
in seriously pursuing truth, beauty, and goodness. And the fourth
spells out the implication that, if the basis of reality is mind, there
is probably a life beyond physical death in which human minds
can find some sort of conscious and creative unity with that cos-
mic mind.



