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Introduction

Singing around a campfire or fireplace has been a natural and enjoyable way to close a day of hiking, camping, or work for centuries. Since recorded history began, we know that singing has been a major entertainment for many people.

Many songs have been passed down from one generation to another. Melodies have been altered to fit the singer or the place, but the spirit of the music lives on, giving us songs to cheer us when we are down, inspire us when we are tired, and soothe us when we are troubled.

Breaking into song wherever we are—in the car, in the shower, at work, or at play—is second nature to us. The songs we sing are usually the ones we remember from our parents or from our childhood songfests around a campfire.

It is the editors’ hope that the songs in this collection will rekindle fond memories of good times, and that these strong memories will become an integral part of keeping our folk song heritage alive.


Songs of the West (Cowboy)



Get Along Little Dogies

(WHOOPEE TI-YI-YO/DOGIE SONG)

[image: F Gm C7 1. As I was a walking one mor - ning for pleasure, I F Gm C7 spied a cow - pun - cher a rid - ing a - long. His F Gm C7 hat was thrown back and his spurs were a jing - ling, And F Gm C7 F as he ap - proached he was smg - ing this song: chorus F Gm C7 Whoo - pee ti - yi- yo, _ get a - long lit - tle dog - ies, It’s F C7 your mis - for - tune and none of my own.]

[image: F Gm C7 Whoo - pee ti - yi- yo,_ get a - long lit - tle dog - ies, You F Gm C7 F know that Wy - o - ming will be your new home.]

2. It’s early in spring when we round up the dogies,

And mark them and brand them and bob off their tails,
 
We round up our horses and load the chuck wagon,

And then herd the dogies right out on the trail. (Chorus)



Goodbye, Old Paint

[image: F C7 1. My foot in the stir - rup, my po - ny won’t F stan’; __ I’m leav - ing Chey - enne and I’m C7 F off to Mon tan’.__ chorus Bb F Bb F Bb Good - bye, old Paint I’m a- F C7 F leav - ing Chey - enne.]

2. I’m riding old Paint and I’m leading old Fan;

Goodbye little Annie, I’m off for Montan’. (Chorus)

3. Oh, keep yourself by me as long as you can;

Goodbye little Annie, I’m off for Montan’. (Chorus)



Home on the Range

[image: G G7 1. Oh, give me a home where the C G A7 buf - fa - lo roam, Where the deer and the an - te - lope D7 G play;___ Where sel - dom is heard a dis - C G D7 cour - a-ging word, And the sky is not clou - dy all G chorus D D7 day._ Home, home on the G range,__ where the deer and the an - te - lope]

[image: D7 G G7 play; ___ _ Where sel - dom is heard a dis - C G D7 G cour - a-ging word, And the sky is not clou-dy all day. __]

2. How often at night when the heavens are bright

From the light of the glittering stars

Have I stood there, amazed, and asked as I gazed

If their glory exceeds that of ours. (Chorus)

3. Where the air is so pure and the zephyrs so free,

And the breezes so balmy and light,

Oh, I would not exchange my home on the range

For the glittering cities so bright. (Chorus)

4. Oh, give me the land where the bright diamond sand

Flows leisurely down with the stream,

Where the graceful, white swan glides slowly along

Like a maid in a heavenly dream. (Chorus)



I Ride an Old Paint

[image: G 1. I ride an old Paint,___ I D lead an old Dan,__ I’m goin’ to Mon - ta - na to G throw the hoo - li - an. They D feed in the cou - lees, they G wa - ter in the draw, their tails are all D7 mat - ted, their backs are all raw.]

[image: Refrain D7 Ride a - round lit - tle G do - gies, Ride a round___ them___ D7 slow, For they’re fier - y and G snuf - fy and a rar - in’ to go.]

2. Oh, when I die, take my saddle from the wall,

And put it on my pony, lead him out of his stall.

Tie my bones to his back, turn our faces to the west,

And we’ll ride the prairie that we love the best. (Refrain)



Red River Valley

[image: F Bb 1. From this val - ley they say you are go - ing,_ we will F C7 F F7 miss your bright eyes and sweet smile, For they say you are tak-ing the Bb C7 F Refrain sun - shine that bright - ens our path - way a - while. Come and F Bb sit by my side if you love me,___ Do not F C7 F F7 has - ten to bid me a - dieu, But re - mem - ber the Red Ri -ver Bb C7 F Val-ley,___ And the girl that has loved you so true.]

2. Won’t you think of the valley you’re leaving?

Oh, how lonely and sad it will be;

Oh, think of the fond heart you are breaking

And the grief you are causing to me. (Refrain)

3. I have promised you, darling, that never

Will a word from my lips cause you pain,

And my life, it shall be yours forever

If you only will be mine again. (Refrain)

4. As you go to your home by the ocean,

May you never forget those sweet hours

That we spent in the Red River Valley

And the love that was ours ’mid the flowers. (Refrain)



Streets of Laredo

(COWBOY’S LAMENT)

[image: F C7 1. As I____ walked out in the F C7 F streets of La - re - do, As I____ walked Bb F C7 out in La - re - do one day, I F C7 F spied a young cow - boy all wrapped in white C7 F Bb lin - en, All wrapped in white lin - en as C7 F cold as the clay.]

2. “I see by your outfit that you are a cowboy,”

These words he did say as I boldly stepped by;

“Come, sit down beside me and hear my sad story,

I’m shot in the breast and I’m going to die.”

3. “Now once in the saddle I used to go dashing,

Yes, once in the saddle I used to be gay,

I’d dress myself up and go down to the card-house,

I got myself shot and I’m dying today.”

4. “Get six husky cowboys to carry my coffin,

Get ten lovely maidens to sing me a song,

And beat the drum slowly and play the fife lowly,

For I’m a young cowboy who knows he was wrong.”

5. “Oh, please go and bring me a cup of cold water

To cool my parched lips they are burning,” he said,

Before I could get it, his soul had departed

And gone to its Maker, the cowboy was dead.

6. We beat the drum slowly and played the fife lowly

And wept in our grief as we bore him along.

For we loved the cowboy, so brave and so handsome,

We loved that young cowboy although he’d done wrong.



Sweet Betsy from Pike

[image: C G7 C 1. Did you ev - er hear of sweet Bet - sy from Am Pike, Who crossed the wide prai - ries with G7 C Em her hus - band Ike, With two yoke of ox - en, a F C Dm big yel - low dog, A___ tall Shanghai roos - ter, and F C one spot - ted hog, Singing too ra li Dm F C oo ra li oo ra li ay?]

2. The alkali desert was burning and bare,

And Ike cried in fear, “We are lost, I declare!

My dear old Pike Country, I’ll come back to you!”

Vowed Betsy, “You’ll go by yourself if you do.”

Singing too ra li oo ra li oo ra li ay.

3. ’Twas out on the desert that Betsy gave out,

And down in the sand she lay rolling about,

Poor Ike, half distracted, looked down in surprise,

Saying “Betsy, get up, you’ll get sand in your eyes.”

Singing too ra li oo ra li oo ra li ay.

4. Then Betsy got up and gazed out on the plain,

And said she’d go back to Pike Country again,

But Ike heaved a sigh, and they fondly embraced,

And they headed on west with his arm ’round her waist.

Singing too ra li oo ra li oo ra li ay.
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