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EVERY MASTER WAS ONCE a disaster...

Just when things look like they're going right again - Lilah and I are rudely interrupted by the last person I want to see.
My father isn't going to let go of his business so easily. He wants to put up a fight. And no matter how much I try to convince him otherwise, he's not going to swallow his pride and do what's right.
Even with Lilah back on my side, it's hard to keep on top of work right now. As she faces her own family drama, it seems like the world is conspiring to make life hard for us. 

Against all odds, will love keep us together? Or pull us apart?
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“WHAT THE FUCK DO YOU think you’re doing?” my father demanded, jamming his face right up in mine. I jerked back. Fucking hell, this was the last thing I needed right now.

Looking over at Lilah, I nodded to the door, suggesting she get out of there while she could. Her cheeks were flushed and her lips were slightly swollen where I had just been making out with her. Damn, I just wanted to kiss her again. I should shove my father out the door and slam it in his face, then pick up where I left off.

“You tell me right the fuck now, or I’m going to—” 

I lifted my hand to stop him in his tracks. He fell silent. Okay, so at least I knew that I had a little power over him yet. That had to count for something. 

Lilah pushed her skirt down and hustled out the door, not making eye contact with my father as she went by him. She didn’t want to be caught up in this, and trust me, I got it. This was a huge-ass mess, bigger than anything she had dealt with before, even while she had been working for me. I didn’t want her caught up in it, not when things were already so complicated between us. 

As soon as the door was shut behind her, I turned my attention back to my father so I could figure out what the hell he thought he was pulling with all of this.

“You need to calm the hell down,” I told him sharply. “You don’t just get to come in here and start screaming in my face and think that I’m going to take you seriously. What is wrong with you?”

“I should be the one asking you that,” he snarled back, and he started pacing back and forth, too full of energy to slow down. 

I pointed to a chair. “Take a seat,” I ordered him, but he ignored me. How was it that even after all this time, seeing my father’s anger was enough to make my blood run cold? It was ridiculous. I was a grown-ass man and I had every right to do anything I wanted with my business—and he had no business telling me anything different.

“I don’t think I will,” he snapped back. “I think I’d rather hear an explanation as to why you’re trying to steal my business?”

“Guess I could ask you the same thing,” I pointed out. “You’re the one who’s been dragging my name through the mud all this time, acting like I’m working with you when you know damn well I never would.”

“Yeah, because you’re just way too good for something like that, aren’t you?” he sneered. I rolled my eyes at him.

“I’ve worked hard to make sure that I’m too good for it,” I pointed out. “You can’t blame me for sticking to that.”

“You need to stop acting like such a snob and tell me what you’re trying to do,” he ordered me. “Come on. I know your game. I heard one of the lawyers talking about it at their office. I know what you’re trying to do.”

Sighing, I sank back into my seat. My blood had rushed out of my thinking head and into the other one, and it was taking its time getting back to where it needed to be for me to think straight. I didn’t know what I was supposed to do or say to get my father off my back right now, but I knew sure as hell that I didn’t want to be having this conversation, not if I could avoid it.

“I can’t believe you would do this to me,” he continued, sounding genuinely affronted. It was strange, in a way, to hear him reflecting back all the complaints I’d had about him when the two of us had started in this game of back and forth. I could feel the same betrayal I had felt rolling off of him in waves, and it would have been funny if it wasn’t so fucking frustrating to have him throwing this stuff back at me time and time again. 

“I’m just trying to do the right thing for both of us,” I told him harshly, and he held his hand up to stop me in my tracks.

“I’m sorry, no,” he ordered me, voice curt. “You don’t get to pretend like this is something that you’re doing for my own good. It doesn’t work that way, and I hope you understand that. Either you come and talk this shit out with me like a man, or else you have to deal with being treated like a boy. You understand?”

I fell silent. I wanted to shout back at him and ask him how mature he had been when he tried to pull all this off behind my back, but it wouldn’t have gotten either of us anywhere. He wasn’t going to listen to anything that came out of my mouth right now. He was too angry. I had seen him like this only a few times before in my life, and I knew that it was seriously bad news. It meant that he wasn’t going to be reasoned with, and I got the feeling that he was already flying out of control in his own head right now. Trying to get him to come back down to earth was going to be difficult, if not impossible at this point. I needed to think fast. 

“And I expect better from you,” he continued, pointing to the door that had just closed behind him. “You act the big man, not wanting any girls around you, but then you have that one in your office? Come on, I’m not an idiot. I know what you’re doing with something like that around.”

“Don’t talk about her like that,” I snarled at him. “She’s not a something. She’s a someone.”

“What difference does it make?” he demanded, shaking his head. “I know what you want out of her. I’m not fucking stupid. And to think you acted all high and mighty when I sent Tamsin down there to meet with you—I see what it is now; you just want to pretend that you know better than me, don’t you?”

“I do know better than you,” I told him. “I know when to keep my dick in my pants and focus on work. And it’s exactly that attitude that got you into this mess in the first place, do you hear me?”

“Don’t you speak to me like that,” he shot back, his eyes widening and his face a shade of purple I had never seen it turn before.

“Why not? I thought you said you wanted me to talk to you like a man,” I reminded him. Childish? Sure, but he was the one who had come in here and started throwing his weight around for no good reason. If that’s what he wanted to do, well, I could give him the same right back in kind. 

“I’m not going to let my own son speak to me like this,” he told me, and he shook his head, so furious it looked as though he was going to blow a vein. I glanced to the door. Was Lilah still out there? I hoped she didn’t have to hear any of this, though it wouldn’t have surprised me if her curiosity had gotten the better of her. I knew that I would have been tempted if I had been in her position. 

“Then get out of here,” I ordered him, pointing to the door. “Go on. Get out. Walk right the hell out of here and then you don’t have to listen to me talk to you like this. Easy answer to both our problems.”

“And then you don’t have to be around your let-down of an old man, did I get that right?” he sneered. “You know, it’s pathetic, really. You were so worried about how I would react that you hid all of this from me. You should be ashamed of yourself.”

“You should be ashamed of yourself for making this the only option I had left,” I fired back at him. “You think this is what I wanted? I want to stay focused on my business, not have to worry about bailing yours out when you should have been handling it by yourself. Do you know how easy you have it? I don’t understand how you still managed to fuck it all up, despite that. So many people would kill to have life handed to them on a plate the way yours was, but you just—you still just couldn’t resist screwing it up for everyone, could you?”

“You watch your mouth!”

“Or what? You’re going to try and fuck me over again, behind my back?” I demanded. “Because you already did that, remember? This is what I’m trying to deal with now, the fact that so many people in this city seem to think that I actually condone the way you’ve been going about things. You know what that does to my reputation? I can’t just go and tell them all one by one that I want nothing to do with this. And if you’re not going to stop, then the least I can do is make sure that this business you keep dragging my name into actually works.”

“You need to stop trying to control everything in your life,” he spat back. “Look at where it’s gotten you. You’re just like your mother in that respect, you know? Neither of you can just let go and see where life takes you. Everything has to be just the way you want it, or else you won’t let it happen at all.”

“When it comes to running my business, that’s all I care about,” I agreed. “Maybe you could do with some of the same, huh? Instead of running off with the nearest pretty girl who catches your eye every five minutes?”

I was surprised that steam didn’t
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