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Rt. Excellent Paul Bogle
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National hero of Jamaica. Paul Bogle, a deacon of the Native Baptist Church of Stony Gut, St. Thomas Parish, a small mountain village about 6.5 km from Morant Bay, was the leader of passive resistance to oppression and injustice in this parish. When this approach failed, he led the active resistance movement that culminated in the so-called Morant Bay Rebellion of 1865.

Bogle was an independent peasant proprietor and one of only 106 inhabitants in the parish who had the right to vote. Very little is known of his life before the rebellion. Clearly, he had strong leadership qualities. He was the political agent for George William Gordon, to whom he also had religious ties and is said to have organized the people of Stony Gut not only in religious activities but in a military form of organization. However, what Bogle’s intentions were never made clear as he and his followers never had their day in court. After the disturbances at Morant Bay, Bogle was captured by the Maroons near Torrington in St. Thomas on 23 October and taken to Morant Bay where he was swiftly tried by court martial and hanged, along with other leaders of the rebellion. 

Bogle was named one of the first five National Heroes of Jamaica when the Order was established in 1969. A statue to this National Hero stands in front of the Morant Bay courthouse and was erected on the centenary of the rebellion in 1965. It is the work of noted sculptor Edna Manley, OM, who was the widow of another National Hero, Rt. Excellent Norman Washington Manley. 
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Simon Bolivar (1783-1830)
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Famous South American liberator who had a short-but significant stay in Kingston. The northwest corner of Princess and Tower Streets was the site of Raphael Poysus’ lodging house where Bolivar stayed and survived an assassination attempt. The lodging house no longer stands but the KSAC erected a plaque to mark the historic site. While active in the struggle to free the Spanish-American colonies from Spanish rule, Bolivar came to Jamaica to seek help from the British. He stayed from May to December 1818. Spanish loyalists in Kingston bribed his servant to kill him but the assassination attempt failed. Bolivar was out and a friend who had come to visit was lying in his hammock while waiting for him. The friend was mistaken for the liberator and knifed to death. While in Jamaica, Bolivar wrote his famous Jamaica Letter, Carta de Jamaica, which is regarded as one of the great documents of his career. The final years of the liberator are recorded in the novel The General in his Labyrinth by the Columbian Nobel Laureate Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 

A monument to Bolivar can be seen at the southern end of National Heroes Circle in Kingston, in front of the Ministry of Education. It was presented by the Government of Venezuela, where Bolivar was born, in gratitude for his safe exile in Jamaica and is one of the few representations of the hero that does not show him on horseback.
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World Wars
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Jamaicans today probably think of the two World Wars of the 20th century as remote conflicts that affected Europe and other places for from their home. However, the West Indian islands were not only seriously affected by the wars economically and in the second war threatened by enemy boats but directly participated in the wars on the side of Britain, then the Mother Country. In the First World War, over 15,000 men from the British West Indies served as soldiers, 11,000 of them from Jamaica. Of the total, 1,256 West Indians died, 1,071 from sickness, 185 were killed or died of wounds, and 697 were wounded. Numerous others came home suffering from war related illnesses. In the Second World War, approximately 10,000 served, including 600 West Indian women who volunteered for the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS).

The First World War, fought between Britain and its allies against Germany lasted from 1914 to 1918. Britain’s declaration of war on 4 August immediately put the entire British Empire at war. Jamaica was next to New Zealand in the overseas empire in adopting compulsory military service, which by the Conscription Act made every male between the ages of 16 and 41 liable for military service. However, it was unnecessary to enforce conscription in Jamaica or the other West Indian islands because so many volunteered. Among them were nearly 3000 men who came from Panama, having gone there to work on the Canal. 

The first contingent of men from Jamaica sailed in November 1915, to be followed by 10 other contingents. Jamaica was to supply 7 of the 11 battalions of the newly raised British West Indies Regiment which consisted of 15,601 officers and other ranks. Many West Indians resident in Britain also joined the British Army there, among them Norman Manley, then a law student at Oxford, and his brother Roy who was killed in the war.

The young and enthusiastic British West Indies Regiment troops were to conduct themselves bravely but experienced such racism during the war that it became a contributing factor to the post-war unrest that led to political decolonization in the islands and final independence from Britain. Many ex-soldiers would be in the forefront of the political agitation that culminated in the 1937-38 riots which engulfed Jamaica and the other West Indian islands. Several well-known post-war labor leaders such as St. William Grant and A.G.S. Coombs came from their ranks. Two of the soldiers who won Military Medals, Norman Manley and Capt. Arthur A. Cipriani of Trinidad, were to become post-war political leaders in their respective countries. 

The men who volunteered for service did so for many reasons, some purely for the adventures and the chance to travel overseas. The enlisted soldiers were promised pay of one shilling per day, with free rations, housing, fuel and light, a disability pension of 9 d per day for those rendered totally incapable by war service, and separation allowances to be paid to legal wives. But the propaganda of the day in all the islands made a heavy appeal to the natural sense of patriotism people then had, and it was considered a matter of honor to fight for King and Country. Jamaicans of all races and classes volunteered. Because a literacy test was first applied, the majority of the first 4,000 to go were skilled tradesmen with carpenters and cabinetmakers and bakers having the highest numbers, though all occupations were represented, including clerks, printers, teachers, engineers and other professionals. Later recruits included more rural agricultural workers as the literacy requirement was dropped. 

However, while the British wanted soldiers, they did not want black soldiers. One immediate result of this attitude was the shabby treatment of the West India Regiment which consisted of black soldiers who had a proud tradition and brave record of service as regular troops for over 200 years. In 1914 the West India Regiment consisted of two battalions of black soldiers commanded by white officers, administered directly by the War Office. The West India Regiment was kept out of the war theaters by the War Office, the First Battalion in Jamaica and the Second in East Africa where it saw only limited action. 

The volunteers of the British West Indies Regiment were similarly kept away from the European theaters of war, and in Europe were assigned to labor and construction duties. Of these, two battalions served in Egypt and in the Palestine Campaign, smaller units participating in the East African and Mesopotamian campaign. The rest were employed as labor battalions in France.

The 3rd battalion was in France from September 1916 up to the armistice, working through both the
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