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​Dedication

To Indy City: An American Gospel Church — to those leading now and those yet to find their way home to us.

May this book be a foundational stone in the spiritual house you are building across North America. From the heart of Indiana to every corner of this land, may you exist as a people who inhale the "golden breath" of the Spirit and exhale the glory of God.

I offer this as a guide for our shared journey, that you might become a living sanctuary where the heavy-laden find rest and the thirsty discover the River of Life.

For the glory of the Father, the grace of the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

Preface

Theology is often misunderstood as a cold, academic pursuit—a collection of dusty definitions kept on high shelves for scholars and clerics. But if the heavens truly declare the glory of God and the breath in our lungs is a gift from the Creator, then theology is the most vibrant, living reality we can encounter. It is the "golden breath" that animates our existence.

I began writing the reflections that eventually formed this book on my blog https://chepkwonyerick.wordpress.com. There, I found myself constantly drawn back to the image of the Spiritual Temple. I realized that from the first afternoon in Eden to the final vision of the New Jerusalem, God’s primary desire has been to dwell among His people. He is the Divine Architect, and we are the living stones being fitted together into a sanctuary of praise.

This book, Introduction to Christian Theology, is intended to be a roadmap for those who wish to move beyond "head knowledge" and into "heart knowledge." Whether you are a student of divinity, a layperson in the pews, or someone simply curious about the Christian faith, my goal is to show you that doctrine is not a fence designed to keep you out, but a door designed to let you in.

As you turn these pages, you will encounter the great "Loci" of our faith—the nature of the Trinity, the mystery of the Incarnation, and the hope of the Resurrection. But do not read these chapters merely to pass a test or win an argument. Read them to hear the voice of the Shepherd. Read them to understand the blueprints of the Temple you are being built into.

My prayer is that as you journey through these ten chapters, you will feel the warmth of the Holy Spirit’s presence and find your "Home" in the heart of God.

––––––––
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Erick Chepkwony, Th.D - February 2026
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Introduction

To study theology is to embark on a journey home. For many, the word "theology" conjures images of stone cathedrals and complex Latin phrases, yet the heart of the matter is far more intimate. Theology is simply the study of God—His nature, His works, and His relationship with the world He brought into being. It is an attempt to understand the blueprint of the reality we inhabit.

If we look at the world around us, we see a "Spiritual Temple" in various states of repair and disrepair. We see the "golden breath" of the Creator in a sunset, yet we also see the shadows cast by a fallen world. We feel a deep, ancestral longing for a place where we belong—a longing for the original Garden where humanity once walked with God in the cool of the day.
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​The Systematic Approach
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This book follows a "systematic" approach to theology. This means we are not just looking at random verses, but organizing the truths of Scripture into a coherent whole. Think of it as looking at the architectural plans of a great building. We will examine:


●  The Foundation: How God reveals Himself to us.

●  The Architect: The nature of the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

●  The Residents: Who we are as human beings and the tragedy of our "temple-exile."

●  The Restoration: How Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, restores the temple through His life, death, and resurrection.

●  The Indwelling: How the Holy Spirit fills the "living stones" of the Church today.
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​A Framework for Faith
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Throughout these pages, you will notice a recurring theme: the Spiritual Temple. From the Tabernacle in the wilderness to the internal sanctuary of the believer's heart, God has always been about the business of building a home.

As a TH.D, my goal is to provide you with the academic rigor necessary to ground your faith in history and logic, but as a fellow traveler, my goal is to ensure that this framework supports a living, breathing relationship with the Almighty. We do not study the blueprints just to admire the paper; we study them so we can live inside the house.

Let us begin at the beginning: with a God who refuses to remain silent and a world that is waiting to hear His voice.







Chapter 1 bridges that poetic imagery with the formal study of Bibliology (the doctrine of Scripture).

​

​Chapter 1: The Knowledge of God
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​The Divine Whisper and the Written Word
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The central question of all human existence is not merely "Does God exist?" but "Has God spoken?" For the Christian, the answer is a resounding yes. We do not worship a silent deity or a distant architect who set the world in motion and then withdrew into the shadows. Instead, we serve a God who is fundamentally self-revealing. Theology, at its heart, is the study of God's speech.

This communication comes to us through two primary channels: General Revelation and Special Revelation.

​1. General Revelation: The Voice of the Created Order

Before a single word of the Bible was penned, the heavens were already telling of the glory of God (Psalm 19:1). General revelation is the "natural" knowledge of God available to all people, in all places, at all times. It is the "golden breath" of the first afternoon in Eden that still lingers in the complexity of a DNA strand, the vastness of the cosmos, and the intuitive moral law written upon the human heart.

Through nature, we see God’s "eternal power and divine nature" (Romans 1:20). It is a universal broadcast, making the reality of a Creator plain to every soul. However, while nature can show us that God is, it cannot tell us who He is in a relational sense, nor can it reveal the path to salvation. For that, we need a clearer, more personal word.

​2. Special Revelation: The Specificity of the Word

Special revelation is God’s intentional, verbal communication to humanity, culminating in the person of Jesus Christ and preserved for us in the Holy Scriptures. If General Revelation is a panoramic photograph of a mountain range, Special Revelation is the map that tells us the name of the peaks and how to find our way home.

The Bible is not merely a book about God; it is the "breathed-out" (theopneustos) word of God. It provides the specific truths necessary for faith: the nature of the Trinity, the history of the Fall, the promise of redemption, and the ethics of the Kingdom. Through the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit speaks with a living voice, bridging the gap between the infinite mind of God and the finite understanding of man.

To study theology is to listen intently to both voices—the whisper of God in the beauty of the world He made, and the authoritative shout of God in the Word He spoke.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Key Themes for Reflection:
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●  The Clarity of Scripture: God intended for His Word to be understood by the humble of heart.

●  The Sufficiency of the Word: Everything we need for "life and godliness" is contained within this revelation.

●  The Purpose of Knowledge: We seek to know God not for intellectual pride, but for the "heart knowledge" that leads to worship and transformation.



In Chapter 2, we move from the "voice" of God to the "identity" of the Speaker; the God who dwells in the temple who is one essence, yet three persons.

​

​

​Chapter 2: The Nature of the Holy Trinity
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​The Mystery of the Three-in-One
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If Chapter 1 established that God has spoken, Chapter 2 asks: Who is the Speaker? In Christian theology, we do not merely worship a "higher power" or a generic monad. We worship the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—one God in three distinct persons.

The Trinity is not a mathematical puzzle to be solved, but a divine mystery to be adored. It is the foundational reality of the "Spiritual Temple," where the Father is the Architect, the Son is the Foundation and High Priest, and the Holy Spirit is the indwelling Glory that fills the house.

​1. The Oneness of Essence (Monotheism)

Christianity stands firmly in the tradition of the Shema: "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one" (Deuteronomy 6:4). There is only one divine "substance" or essence (ousia). God is not divided into three parts; each person of the Trinity is fully and eternally God. When we encounter the Spirit, we are not encountering a "third" of God, but the fullness of the Divine Presence.

​2. The Distinction of Persons (Hypostasis)

While God is one in essence, He is three in "subsistence" or personhood.


●  The Father is the unbegotten source of all things.

●  The Son is eternally begotten of the Father—the eternal Word (Logos) made flesh.

●  The Holy Spirit eternally proceeds from the Father (and, as many traditions affirm, the Son) as the Giver of Life.


These are not "roles" God plays (like an actor changing masks), but eternal relationships of love. Before the world was ever created, "God is love" was a true statement because the

​3. The Trinity and the Spiritual Life








​

​Chapter 3: Creation and Providence
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