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​Chapter One: Mistakes Happen
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My wife is obsessed. She wants to form a swingers group so badly that she spends hours after work on most days planning and researching all that she can so when we get the group going it will be a smooth and satisfying experience for all. Though I am excited about the prospect of running a swingers group, it doesn’t drive my daily experience the way it does for Tess. Along with our friend Kandi, my wife will no doubt bring together dozens of couples very soon for enjoyable parties and other events.

“You’re staring again,” Tess says without looking over at me. We are sitting on our patio as the sun goes down over the horizon, her eyes locked onto her iPad’s screen. 

“What of it?” I say jokingly.

My wife turns to look at me and her blue eyes capture my attention as she does. “Are you really still horny after what we did this afternoon, Ethan?”

I look down at the bulge that is growing inside my pants. “Maybe.”

“Wow.” She giggles while shaking her head before turning back to what she has been reading. “You need a cold shower or a swim, baby. Maybe you should take a dip into the pool and take care of that erection?”

“Do you really want me to go jerk off in the water, honey? I’m not sure that would be so great for the filter.” 

“No, dummy,” she giggles while turning her attention back to me once again. “You are really full of yourself, aren’t you?”

“I’m full of something,” I chuckle. “But I’m fine for now.”

Tess gives me a wry look as she looks at her iPad screen again. “I spoke to Kandi earlier this afternoon, and her husband is worried about something that happened recently.”

“Oh, really? What happened?”

My wife frowns a little as she replies, “Someone at his church nearly found out about what he’s been up to with Kandi.”

“They’re married,” I reply. “They can do whatever they want, right?”

“I’m not talking about them as a married couple, Ethan. He was almost caught looking at his phone for information on other swingers groups. The church secretary became really suspicious when he put it away suddenly.”

I sigh. “As a youth pastor, he probably shouldn’t be doing that at the church where he works.”

“Kandi said as much as well. Calvin won’t be doing that again, but that along with some other things have raised the suspicions of those in leadership at the church where he works. They are worried.”

“He’s a swinger, honey. That’s not the sort of thing they are going to be happy to discover if they do. It’s risky for some to live this lifestyle.” 

Calvin and I have discussed his job and how it could be affected if someone were to discover his connection to our group. He has only just recently become interested in swinging after he and Kandi met up with me and my wife. It was a great time between us, and he loved it, but there are still some concerns he has due to his chosen profession. He’s a faithful man to the church, but his time to decide what he will do might be coming soon.

“We now have about a dozen couples who have applied for the group,” Tess tells me as she shifts the conversation. “The website we put up is working to attract more interest.”

“Have you looked at the applications?” I ask.

My wife shakes her head. “Not all that well, no. However, Kandi and I will be spending some time in the next couple of days doing that together.” She pauses for a moment before adding, “We have to be smart about this, Ethan, or it could all blow up on us.”

“What do you mean?”

“I mean that you and I both have to be at least a little concerned about our workplaces as well. There are going to be people in both companies who would see our little side fun as being dangerous to their reputation.”

Shrugging my shoulders, I tell her, “So what? It’s on our own time and we aren’t exactly advertising who we work for during our days.”

“No, we’re not advertising them, but it wouldn’t be hard for some others outside our new lifestyle to use what we do against us.”

“Tess, you worry too much. Neither one of us go around telling other people about our personal sex lives anyway. We’re good.”

She shakes her head as she sits and looks out over the swimming pool’s still surface. “There are risks involved whenever you put a new group together. Some people might apply just so they can get information and then expose all the members to those in their community.”

“Really?”

“Yeah. It happened in Raleigh, North Carolina just a couple of years ago.” Tess moves her finger along the top of the iPad to open a tab and then hands the iPad to me. I read the article on the page.

“Holy shit,” I mutter as I hand it back to her. “They really went after them, huh?”

“The entire city council was involved in the group and they ended up losing their positions. It wouldn’t take much for either one of us to lose our jobs, too. We have to be very careful who we talk to and who we let into the group, Ethan.”

Nodding my head, I tell her, “I’ve not asked anyone to join, so far. We can vet the applications online and hopefully that will tell us whether those people are safe to admit to the group or not.” I turn to look over at her. “We can’t guarantee that every single person who joins is upstanding and honest about themselves, honey. All we can do is our due diligence to make certain we only allow the best candidates into the group.”

“Which brings me to my second concern,” Tell says as she moves her finger or the screen of her iPad. “Money is going to be an issue if we are going to have an introductory party for the new members.”

“How much money?” I ask.

“At least three grand,” my wife replies. “That’s what I’ve been able to come up with that includes fifteen hundred dollars for the rental of a facility. The rest is food, drinks, and other amenities.”

“Damn.” 

“Yeah. If we accept all of the dozen applications we have at this moment, we will be just shy of the halfway point for that kind of cost. A hundred dollars per couple is probably a little on the low side, Ethan. We need to consider raising it a little.”

“Shit. We can’t just raise it on those who have already applied.” Shaking my head, I continue, “Maybe we can sell some things there? Mementos and other stuff?”

“I’ve been thinking along that line,” Tess agrees. “However, it will still require money upfront. No matter how you do this, we are going to have to foot about half that cost if we move forward with plans for a party.”

“Dammit.” 

I’m not happy about this, but there is little else my wife and I can do other than just cough up the extra money. We didn’t think enough about the cost
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