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Godly vision: seeing, perceiving, and knowing
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In Christianity, forming a spiritual vision means aligning your life, purpose, and direction with God’s will as revealed through Scripture and the Holy Spirit. While the Bible doesn’t use the modern phrase “spiritual vision,” the concept is deeply biblical. 

We need to understand that true vision begins with God. Biblical vision is not self-made; it comes from God’s revelation. Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Here, “vision” means God’s revelation or guidance. Without God showing the way, people lose direction. Spiritual vision forms when a believer seeks God, listens, and allows Him to set the direction. Compare this to 1 Samuel 3:1, which says, “And the word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision.” This indicates that the vision we are talking about has everything to do with God’s Word. If people cast off the restraints of God’s Word, they will perish. If they refuse divine guidance, they will run wild. We do not have to use our imaginations to see how that description aligns with our world today. We do not want to be among those who have no vision.

We often use the expression “seeing the value” in something. That does not mean we ascribe worth in dollars and cents, but rather that we recognise the inherent value. The value of the vision spoken of in our text is the unifying principle in our hearts that allows us to appreciate and enjoy the Gospel together. The Apostle Paul prayed that the eyes of the believers’ understanding would be opened so that they would be able to see the riches of His inheritance in the saints (see Ephesians 1:18). We want that same kind of spiritual vision: eyes that are open to the value of the Word of God and its precepts.

Christians need to be aware of why things are the way they are in the world. Remember, where there is no vision, the people perish. Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” The world is drifting deeper into the darkness because we abandon God’s Word, His truth, His Will and His path. Lack of vision and knowing God’s Word ultimately destroys us. The world is destroying itself because of rebellion against God.  

Vision, therefore, is rooted in knowing God and His Word. A Christian’s spiritual vision must be anchored in Scripture. Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” God’s Word illuminates the path and shapes spiritual direction. Romans 12:2 talks about renewing the mind through God’s truth, which clarifies His will.

In Romans 1:21-31, we find what happens when people cast off restraint—they become spiritually perverted. Do we appreciate the disciplines of God’s Word? We must appreciate them! In verses 26-27, we see that when people cast off restraints, they can become sexually perverted. It is no accident that we see what we see in our society today, where there is no vision, people run wild. In verses 29-31, we read that man becomes perverted socially. His relationships are all out of kilter. 

We live in a world of great perversion and decadence, for we have forsaken the truth of God. We have sought the path of darkness, and so we are blinded to the truth and deceived by the lies.

Vision is perception. Perception is the awareness of spiritual reality. So when we’re talking about spiritual vision, we’re talking about a spiritual perception that gives us an awareness of spiritual reality. When you think about the faculty of physical sight, we’re all familiar with this. Have you ever wondered how sight works? Here is one definition: “When light hits the retina (a light-sensitive layer of tissue at the back of the eye), special cells called photoreceptors turn the light into electrical signals. These electrical signals travel from the retina through the optic nerve to the brain. Then the brain turns the signals into the images you see.”

So, the organ that is receiving this light is the eye, the various parts of the eye, especially the retina. Light is then transmitted into these signals that produce the images in the brain. So it is a physical faculty that gives us perception of the external world around us, communicating those images to our brains, to our minds. In Scripture, the various physical senses are often used metaphorically to speak of spiritual senses and spiritual reality. We could say that spiritual sight is something like this; it is a spiritual faculty of perception by which we sense or perceive the light of truth, the light of reality that is transmitted through what Paul elsewhere calls “the eyes of the heart,” and is communicated to our hearts, to our souls, to our inner being. It’s perception, and it’s perception of spiritual reality.

Consider the following Scriptures: 

2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord [underline that word ‘beholding’], are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 4:3 says, “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case, the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Hebrews 12:1-2 says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

What those two passages have in common is this language of seeing or looking or beholding. You can see it in 2 Corinthians, where Paul talks about “beholding the glory of the Lord” and “seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,” and you can see it in Hebrews with this implicit exhortation that we are to “run the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus,” with our eyes set on Jesus, the founder and the perfecter of our faith. These authors are doing something that’s common in Scripture: they’re taking a physical faculty, such as sight, and they’re using it as an analogy for a spiritual faculty. Spiritual vision is what I’m calling it this morning.

Not everyone has this spiritual faculty of sight. Not everybody has spiritual vision. There are people who are unable to discern spiritual reality. In 1 Corinthians 2 Paul says that “the natural person” (that means the person without the Spirit of God) “is not able to discern spiritual things.” He’s not able to do so. Paul, in 2 Corinthians, talks about those who are unbelievers. He says, “The god of this world has blinded their minds to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.”

Without God, we cannot “see” in terms of perceiving and knowing the truth of spiritual matters or the matters of this world. There was a time in all our lives when we were also ‘blind’, where we were unable to discern spiritual things. People talked about God, and it kind of fell on deaf ears. People would open the Bible, and it didn’t mean anything to you. There was no perception of the glory of God or the importance of eternal things or the reality of the truth of God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture. You were lacking that spiritual perception. Without God’s vision, meaning perception and understanding, we cannot know what is evil, what is wrong, or what is demonic. 

Spiritual vision means God opens our eyes to what is true and real. He removed the veils. He unclutters what has been hidden. He exposes the lie. Luke 8:17 says, “For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.” One day, everyone will see what they could not “see”, or discern or understand because of the darkness and spiritual corruption. Yet, for those who know God, they “see” and they “know”. They discern he truth from the lie, the light from darkness, the holy from the impure, the real from the counterfeit, and what's godly from the demonic.

When we walk with God, we are given a faculty of spiritual sight, where all of a sudden, we’re able to discern something. You’re able to see light. You can’t not see it anymore, because something has changed. You once were blind, but now you see. We now “see” what is in the dark. We see what is dark and its intention. To “se” means we discern, we know, for God has removed the veil that blinds.

When we see, we become aware of God, and we become aware of the darkness. Psychologists will sometimes distinguish between general awareness and focused awareness. We all know the difference between being generally aware of something and actually paying attention to it, actually noticing something. We have peripheral vision, and we may be generally aware of things that are in our surroundings without really noticing. Or it may be that there are things within our field of vision, and we just don’t see it. Let me give you a couple of illustrations. 

Spiritual vision has not just to do with the general awareness that there is a God and that Jesus is Lord and that the Bible is true, but it also means that you are training your attention on these things, that you are focusing on these things, that you are setting the gaze of your soul on these spiritual realities as you behold the glory and as you look to Jesus. Those are actions. Those are things you do. You behold the glory, and you look to Jesus. When we walk in godly vision, we become aware of God, His Word, His truth, His Spirit, and we become aware of all the things that are immoral in this world.

When we see and when we become aware, we begin to contemplate what truth is and what lies are. “Contemplation” comes from a Latin word, contemplari, “to gaze attentively.” The old theologians used to talk about this. They talked about the “beatific vision.” It is the vision that brings supreme blessedness that brings beatitude, happiness, and joy. The church father Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is man fully alive, and the life of man is the vision of God.” Just think about that for a minute. “The life of man is the vision of God.” What do you think he means by that? I think he means that true life, eternal life, is to know God, it is to see God. It is to have a vision of God, a spiritual vision, a spiritual perception of who God is and to be in relationship with Him.

In 1 Corinthians 13:12, do you remember how Paul is writing and he says, “For we see now in a mirror dimly, but then [there’s coming a day when] we will see face to face”? Or the apostle John in 1 John 3:2 says, “We know that when Christ appears we shall be like him [why?], for we shall see him as he is.” Or take Revelation 22:4. It’s the last chapter of the Bible. It talks about this river of life that’s bringing healing to the world. It’s talking about the Lamb of God, the throne, and the removal of the curse. And those who are there gathered in Christ’s eternal kingdom, it says of them, “They will see his face.” This is the beatific vision. It is that sight of God which brings understanding and contemplation. If we are in the Kingdom, if we are born again, if we are saved, we will have this sight of God that will bring supreme blessedness, unending joy into our lives.

When we think about contemplation and when the older writers talk about contemplation, what they have in mind is that there is a way for us to have a foretaste of that right now. Right now, in the here and now, we can begin to contemplate God and to know God in such a way that we experience that wine of blessedness, that supreme joy, as we gaze on the glory of the Lord. Psalm 34:4 says, “Those who look to him are radiant.” That means their faces are shining. “Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed.”  Vision comes through seeking God’s Presence. Vision forms as believers draw near to God in prayer and worship. Habakkuk 2:1–2 speaks about the prophet waiting on the watchtower until God gives him a vision to write down. This shows expectation, listening, and obedience. Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Call unto me... and I will show thee great and mighty things.”

So as we perceive, become aware, and contemplate, then vision aligns with God’s purpose for your life. Every believer has a God-given purpose and calling. Ephesians 2:10 says, “We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works... that God prepared beforehand.” Vision helps you see why God made you and what He wants you to accomplish for His Kingdom. Godly vision, after all, produces transformation and action. A God-given vision doesn’t just inspire; it compels a believer to live differently. James 1:22 reminds us to be doers of the Word, not hearers only. Vision inspires obedience, character change, ministry, mission, and growth.

Since spiritual vision is important, we will want to protect our spiritual eyesight from hindrances. We read in Matthew 7:3-5, “Why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 

We certainly cannot see to help our brother if all we focus on is the “mote”—those minor areas where he needs to improve—and not the “beam” in our own eye.

God is not so hard up that He has to make duplicates. He only makes originals; we all are His originals, and we are unique. At times, we may view things a little differently or express ourselves in individual ways. However, the Word of God is the same, and God wants to give us the vision to be able to see exactly the way He wants us to see. 

Vision is born to life when we are reborn in the Spirit (John 3). By the Spirit, our spiritual eyes open, and we walk in the understanding, wisdom, counsel and knowledge of the Spirit of God. So when we seek to walk in true vision and understanding, it begins with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps believers see spiritually, not just naturally. John 16:13 tells us that the Spirit guides us in all truth. 1 Corinthians 2:10 says that the Spirit reveals the deep things of God. A spiritual vision is impossible without the illumination of the Holy Spirit. Vision always points to Christ. Christian vision is Christ-centred, not self-centred. Hebrews 12:2 says, “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.” Christ is the example, focus, and motivation for spiritual direction.

It should be noted that many in this world want vision and perception without God. In supernatural, mystical, and esoteric teachings, “opening the third eye” refers to awakening a deeper level of inner perception. It is not a biblical or Christian concept, but it appears in many spiritual and metaphysical traditions.  For them, the “third eye” usually represents inner sight, not physical sight.  It is associated with intuition, higher awareness, perception beyond the physical senses, and insight into spiritual truths.

Many esoteric traditions use this concept, such as Hinduism and yoga. For them, the third eye relates to the Ajna chakra, symbolising wisdom, spiritual perception, and connection to higher consciousness. We are called not to seek any other vision or understanding except the vision of God. If we stray from the path, we stray into darkness, and what we see and know shall become dark, tainted and spiritually polluted,

Biblical spiritual vision means seeing life through God’s eyes, understanding His will through Scripture and the Spirit, being led by God’s presence instead of human desires, living out God’s purpose with clarity, faith, and obedience, and keeping Christ as the centre of everything. Without vision, we are spiritually blind, like Saul before he became Paul. When we are blind, we cannot discern the truth, see the darkness, or know what is false or demonic. The closer we draw to God, and the more we yield to the Spirit of the Lord, the more we behold His Kingdom, and in the light of His Presence, the darkness is exposed.
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Forming a positive vision of our endeavours
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EPHESIANS 4 (NEW INTERNATIONAL Version): 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

There is a story of three stone masons, which speaks of having vision and having a positive attitude. The story goes as follows:

Three stone masons in the Middle Ages were hard at work when a visitor came along and asked them what they were doing. 

The first stone mason was hard at work, sweat beading his brow. “I am cutting this stone”, he grumbled.

The second stone mason, though less distraught, responded with a deep sigh, “I’m building this parapet.”

The third stone mason replied with a radiant face, “I am building a beautiful cathedral that will glorify God for centuries to come.” 

The same work, three different visions. One was concerned with the here and now; the next with the near future; and the last was concerned with eternity.

And so, we as God’s children are also all stone masons, building His Kingdom, and with every deed, with every effort, with every word and with every proclamation of the Good News, we are building this massive “cathedral”, more commonly known as the spiritual New Jerusalem.

Yet, how easy it won’t be for us to fall into that trap of having a lack of vision regarding God’s bigger picture, the role that we play and the difference we make, even though it may seem small, yet it contributes to the end-time magnificent product. 

The Lord has a calling on every person, for we have been called to be ambassadors of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:20), and we have all been called into the priesthood of the Kingdom, having to make disciples and to preach the Good News (Matthew 28:16-20). 

1 Peter 2: 4 You come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

It is, however, true that in God’s Sovereign wisdom to each He has granted certain gifts, talents and abilities in order that together with the other labourers His Kingdom will be established on earth. 

And surely, there is no task more weightier than another, and there is no labourer‘s task which is of greater value than another. For it says in 1 Corinthians 12: 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body... 14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

As with the case of the stone masons, their work was to cut stone, yet the cathedral would be incomplete without their effort and labour. Unfortunately, only one stone mason could see that the work they were doing, even though laborious and back-aching, played a significant role in the end product. This third mason had a positive attitude because he realised he was not merely cutting stone but was actually an intricate part of the magnificent structure.

True, some would see their task as not so flashy and glamorous, as compared to someone assigned to design a cathedral, or those who will decorate it or even those who will be part of its daily functions. But from the stone mason to the architect to the designer to the decorator to the priests of the cathedral, everyone has a part to play.

And so, on this day, let us be reminded of these three stone cutters and let us keep in mind that we are labouring not to build just a cathedral, but we are called to build the greatest of all cities – the Kingdom of God that will stand forever into eternity. 

So, proverbially, some may feel they are only called to cut stone, some may feel they are called to only sew the curtains of the cathedral, and some may feel they are called to design, but a small part of the interior, but let us keep in mind that every task and every effort is of key importance. For it is written in 1 Corinthians 1:30-31: It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."

Let us then strive to build this Kingdom of God in the strength of His Spirit, in His Wisdom and in Truth, with our vision on His City and let us labour to His glory with diligence, with passion, with love, with hope and with faith.
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Taking hold of vision
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At the moment of spiritual surrender unto God, visibility of physical sight and physical senses surrenders unto eternal and everlasting spiritual vision for unto that moment the eyes of faith open and the sight of flesh ceases in perception and knowledge and understanding, and by that awakening and rebirth of vision at the expense of the natural and temporary visibility of "reality", our journey unto the spiritual begins and there is a deeper blossoming of the reality of the truth settled in the senses of the Spirit.

And so we walk by faith and not by sight.... and so we surrender so that what is visible is not the determining factor of our reality and truth for visibility is the lingering perception of thought and opinion, however, the abandoned journey of true spiritual vision is the interpretation and the foresight and the understanding of the eternal, which is the past and present and future, by which all things are upheld and by which all things function and by which all things operate. 

And so Jesus at the point of surrendering, when He said He only does what He sees His Father does and He only speaks what His Father speaks, moved from the realm of the visible “Israel” - one strangled by temporary plight and misery - unto a realm of eternal spiritual “Israel” freed by the eternal Covenant and the eternal Promise of Redemption and Salvation. 

For truly, visibility determines texture and colour and height and depth of object and matter, being scientific and abstract in limitation, but such existence is temporary and determined by our sight, yet truly, vision determines spiritual dimensions and truths unbeknownst to sight and visible comprehension. How we need to surrender unto the moment of majestic bliss and hopeful delight so that the Spirit raises us up into the vision of the glory and eternal comprehension of truth so that the reality of God's Word and Existence is our determining reality now and forever ... and so we behold, we take hold and are taken hold of by the vision of Glory and Truth and of Love that is settled in the existence of Trinity Divine.

Paul on the road to Damascus had such a reality and such a moment of surrender, for at that moment when the light shone upon him, his perception and reality of “truth” settled in the physical visibility of circumstance and situation that led to the persecution of the Christians who were beholding the truth of the Spirit, was shattered and was shaken. Ah, how glorious and how precious when at that moment of surrender Paul no longer “saw” a “truth” and no longer discerned a “reality” that was false and distorted, but he now “saw” by spiritual vision and clarity of spiritual insight that God is Lord of Jew and Gentile. 

Acts 9 (New International Version, ©2010): 1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

And so we comprehend the words of Jesus when He said: John 3: 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” Glory unto the Lord, for there is truly greater “sight” of spiritual vision that determines God’s eternal “reality” and “truth” settled not in the natural or physical, but in the supernatural. And it is by such “reality” and “truth” that we as His children function and operate, for our “reality” and “truth” is not settled in circumstance and situation that so blinded the Israelites in the wilderness, but it is settled in God’s Word, in His Spirit and in Heaven.

Ah, how we all need a moment of true surrender unto God to alleviate the “blindness” of physical, natural and temporary sight of existence and reality, so that we may truly live in God’s higher existence and reality, and such a true blissful state of governance is founded upon love. 

For only the “blind” failed to see the “reality” and the “truth” of Jesus’ moment of surrender on the cross, for love blossomed and love triumphed to allow all who believe to “see” beyond the veil, to “see” beyond the natural and to “see” beyond the sacrifice by the vision of Spirit. Glory unto Jesus, for by Blood, by Spirit and by Water that all testify to the sacrifice of the cross, we now “see” the truth and weightiness of the Sacrifice that sealed the Covenant, we “behold” the journey beyond the veil into the Holy of Holies, and we “perceive” the glorious delight of eternal reward. Isaiah 11: The Branch from Jesse: 1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

Glory, for when our hope and truth rests upon God and is settled in Spirit and in heaven, then we shall “see” as the Lord “sees” regarding all things and matter and circumstance, for then there shall be no fear of anxiety, for what we shall “see” is the height and depth and width of God’s love and the immeasurable divine might of the Spirit to lead us higher in glory and hope. We shall not walk by sight, but by faith, for by faith we overcome, for by faith we are victorious, and by faith we comprehend, we discern and understand that God is Lord.

2 Corinthians 3: 13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
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Strategically striving towards vision
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WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND that when it comes to our dealings with the Lord on a spiritual level, and when it comes to our service and our ministry, then we are dealing with vision and perception.

All of us have a certain mandate, which is loosely translated as our calling or purpose on earth. This mandate is ordained, sealed, and masterminded by the Lord Almighty, and so we are called to walk in the mandate as ordained for us by the Lord, and not fashioned by the imagination and by the flesh of man.

However, with a mandate comes a vision – a vision is fashioned by the birthing inside of us through divine insight and understanding for us to grasp the reality of our God-ordained mandate and how to fulfil it. Without vision, we will not know how to take hold of our mandate, and we will therefore be left in the dark as we struggle to take hold of the calling that has been placed upon us like a mantle.

However, we need to pursue this vision and our mandate in accordance with true divine and supernatural perception, which is not hollow, shallow, void of depth or void of heavenly substance. 

When it comes to the fulfilment of vision in accordance with the divine and not worldly perception, we then require divine strategic guidance by the true Counsellor of Heaven so that we may be true spiritual offerings but also true practical resources of light and life and substance unto a broken world.

What is perception? Perception is the ability to perceive, in other words, being consciously aware of the state of things or the existence of such things and how such things operate and function within a given context, circumstances or situation.

Perception comes down to the reality and truth of such a situation or circumstance, which in turn affects the way we think about it, the way we regard it and the way we operate and function in accordance with our reality and truth.

Problem is, when it comes to our mandate and vision, we are dealing here with reality and truth as determined by God, and that supersedes the natural. Our problem is that we ascertain reality and truth, and we consider the functionality of a situation or circumstance according to our upbringing, experiences, culture, tradition and even our religious understanding. In other words, our perception remains very subjective according to the one who is exercising the perception. 

This is then where the Holy Spirit steps in. We are not called to perceive from a position of the Self, based on our religious and life experience, but to perceive in the Spirit who perceives and understands the true reality and truth of a circumstance or situation.

Empiricism is a philosophy which deals with reality through the senses. Its underlying philosophy is that one can only perceive your reality through what you see, feel, taste, touch and smell. In other words, our reality is determined through the flesh and through the experiences of the soul, and not the spirit. 

God is, however, calling for us to perceive not in the flesh or the soul, but in the Spirit, but in order to do this, we need to walk in faith. This is why we walk not according to sight [empiricism] but according to faith. We cannot run with our mandate in accordance with our vision if our perception is tied to the Self instead of God determining what the reality and truth are.

When we, therefore, walk in accordance with our limited and earthly perception, we limit the vision – the scope of God’s working within us - and we limit the manifestation of our mandate in terms of its functionality and operation on a divine and practical level. 

Let us understand that there is a reality and a truth to a matter that is beyond the realm of man’s reality and truth. We often set up a reality based on illusions of truth, and so the reality is no reality, while often we follow truths based on the illusions of a reality created by external sources, and so again, we walk in an illusion about what the truth and reality are.

The only true reality and truth exist within the Presence of the Almighty, for all other realities and truths are but the figment of our wishes, desires, dreams and hopes that are bound and constricted by our earthly and worldly perceptions and understandings of the true reality.

To understand the concept of perception and how we need to perceive in the Spirit, let us consider the following Scriptures:

It says in "John 1: The Eternal Word: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it."

John 12: 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them.

1 John 1: What Was Heard, Seen, and Touched: 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

So, let us understand the following: God is light. Jesus, the Son of God and who upholds all things, is the Word, and in the Word is the life and light. The reality and truth are that all things exist in the Word, and the Word is the Life and Light by which all creation was created (Genesis 1).

Now, let us talk about perception and how easily perception can limit our divine and supernatural journey with God to give wings to our vision and to our mandate.

We know God is light, but when we look at the light, we do not always discern that light consists of seven primary colours. So when we look at the light, the reality we think we see is the light, but in essence, the reality is that light, when refracted, reveals seven colours. 

To physically see the colours from white light, we need to use a prism. When light from the sun passes through a prism, the light is split into the seven visible colours by a process called 'refraction'. Refraction is caused by the change in speed experienced by a wave of light when it changes medium.

In Isaac Newton's time, it was believed that white light was colourless and that the prism itself produced the colour. Newton's experiments convinced him that all the colours already existed in the light in a heterogeneous fashion, and that "corpuscles" (particles) of light were fanned out because particles with different colours travelled at different speeds through the prism. It was only later that Young and Fresnel combined Newton's particle theory with Huygens' wave theory to show that colour is the visible manifestation of light's wavelength.

But our limited perception can also work in reverse. We can look at the primary colours and not always consider that when they flow together, they ultimately make up a singular white light.

This is also how the Truth and Reality of God are encapsulated in the Gospel works. Jesus is the Gospel, and He is the Truth and the Reality as the Son of God. There is no other real reality of truth that exists beyond He who is the Truth and the Life and the Way. He is the way and the truth and the life of all things. He however, is described as being the Light of the World, but in this light, there are the primary colours that exist in accordance with different wavelengths and speeds.

What does this have to do with perception? Well, we can either perceive the singular white light, or we can perceive the seven primary colours within the light. 

In other words, we can either perceive the fullness of God that incorporates all, or we can perceive parts of the Lord, or to a point, parts of the Gospel. We can either live in such a manner where we constantly walk in the fullness of God, ever more mindful and conscious of His fullness and that within that fullness is a multitude of “colours” that form part of the Living God, or we can have limited perception and dwell not in the fullness but only within the fragments of the full reality.

Let us take the Gospel – we can either walk in the fullness of the Gospel by walking in the fullness of the light, or we can walk in the refracted light of the Gospel, therefore adhering to the fragmented sections of the Gospel.

The Spirit of the Lord was poured out to lead us in all truth – not just in a refracted or fragmented truth of the Gospel, but the entire truth so that we may walk in the fullness of the light and the fullness of His Spirit and Glory.

Let us understand that Jesus is the Gospel, but the Gospel in itself consists of many aspects such as spiritual warfare [deliverance, prayer], discipleship [teaching, preaching, apostolic], worship, prophetic, healing, deliverance, evangelism/missionary work and so on. 

For this reason, it says the following in "Ephesians 4: 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says: “ When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.” 9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love."

You see, we can either focus on the fullness of the Gospel, which is, therefore, the fullness of Jesus, who is the light of the Gospel, by walking in all truth regarding all the refracted and fragmented parts of the Gospel, or we can walk in a limited fashion in understanding and perception. 

We can either walk in the fullness of the refraction of truth and reality, such as focusing on a singular colour of the light, or we can walk in the fullness of the light itself, and by that latter walk, we walk in the truth of the “colours” of the Gospel.

This is how the Law also works in accordance with Matthew 5. Jesus said the Law was fulfilled in Him. The Law is a refraction of the Light, but is still part of the light. If we truly walk in the light, we have to walk in the fullness of the refractions, for if we do not, then there is still certain darkness within us that blinds us to the complete truth and reality.

Thus, the truth is that any spiritual darkness within us blinds us partially concerning our perception of reality and truth. Luke 11: 33 “No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a basket, but on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the light. 34 The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 Therefore take heed that the light which is in you is not darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light.”

To further explain perception, and when it comes to our spiritual walk and journey, consider dimensions.

We generally know of three dimensions – height, width and depth. Our earthly mind and understanding can comprehend these dimensions, and so these dimensions have become our reality and truth of things. Our reality is therefore determined by a perception based on three dimensions. In this natural world, everything exists in these three dimensions of understanding.

What if the reality is that in the spiritual dimension, there are more than just three dimensions? What if the truth is that there are more than just three dimensions, but our earthly perception struggles to comprehend it? 

And this is what the Lord needs us to realise – in the natural, we walk according to the natural, but we also need to move in the spiritual and so allow God to take us spiritually beyond a three-dimensional thought process of reality and into a spiritual reality of multiple dimensions.

Let us understand that because we allow our natural perception to govern our reality and the truth of the existence of things, we have limited how God operates and functions. We need to understand that spiritually our mandate and our vision have multiple dimensions, and we need to move into these dimensions to move into the fullness of our vision and mandate.

Consider a diamond that has many “dimensions” – and this is how we are as spiritual offerings and how our mandates functions. We are not merely three-dimensional, but multidimensional – this requires therefore a paradigm shift in the way that we view perception. 

And this is where the Holy Spirit comes in – only the Spirit can make us move spiritually in such a manner to understand that our vision and mandate do not merely have “three dimensions” of operation but indeed a height and breadth and width and all other kinds of dimensions interweaving and interlocking. 

For us to walk in the fullness of our mandate and the fullness of our vision, we need to walk in the fullness of spiritual perception when it comes to the unlimited nature of God, and this can be comprehended when we move beyond the suffocating and restrictive world of the flesh and of the natural and into the everlasting scope of the spiritual.

Now, let us also consider shadow and light. 

It says in "Hebrews 8: 1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain” 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises."

Living under the Old Covenant, the patriarchs and the prophets and the kings would hardly have comprehended that their system of doing things, including the Temple, the Law and the Covenant, was but a shadow of the heavenly things. 

A shadow is formed whenever the light is blocked by an object. Light only travels in straight lines; it can’t bend to go around corners, so if it hits a solid object, it can’t bend around the object to light up the area behind it. 

What does this mean? A shadow is therefore formed when an object gets in the way of Light. The fullness of the truth of the light – Jesus – was not yet revealed to the Israelites, and because of this gap in their spiritual comprehension, they could not perceive the fullness of the Light and so had to deal with the shadow of it. The reality is that as a shadow [refraction of the True Light] was presented to the Israelites, the people of God focused on the shadow, which is part of the Light. But the shadow was not the Light itself, and so by God’s ordained and sovereign rule, the Israelites followed a shadow of the “reality” of the Light, not being aware of the fullness of the Light but only the shadow. And so their perception was based on the shadow, and not the fullness of the reality of the Light, and so they were not yet aware of the fullness of the Light which is Jesus. When the light was finally revealed and the object removed to disperse the shadow, many 2000 years ago and still today, could not perceive the reality of the Light that casts the shadow. 

Again, today, many would rather follow the “reality” of the shadow instead of the Light itself.

Hebrews 10:1-3: For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never, with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect.

James 1:17: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.

Colossians 2: 16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind.

When we move with the Spirit, we perceive as the Spirit perceives, and so we determine our circumstances and situations according to the spiritual and not merely the natural.

When the Israelites walked through the wilderness, they followed the mandate given to Moses, which was to settle in the Promised Land. They had the vision, which was to move beyond the Red Sea, through the wilderness, over the Jordan River and take hold of the land of milk and honey.

What they were lacking was a perception – being aware of the reality and truth. The reality and truth were that God was with them and would lead them according to the mandate, but they functioned in the perception of their past experiences and upbringings and so their reality and truth were determined by the sensory mechanisms and not the Spirit. 

The Israelites were more fixated on the natural and the temporary – the sand dunes, the sun, the hunger, the thirst and the heat instead of focusing on God and His provision. And so they crumbled and groaned for 40 years because they lacked perception even though the vision and mandate were in place.

By the time Moses had died and Joshua had taken over, the Israelites were facing a new obstacle – the 7 stronger tribes of Canaan. Again, perception failed them. They perceived an imminent threat and so lost courage and faith in the living God. They should have rather perceived the reality which is that the battle belongs to God and that He has said that the seven tribes would be driven out before them. How weak was not their faith, but it was weak because of a lack of perception! 

Their perception must have changed mightily when God performed wonders with the defeat of Ai and Jericho.

Again, when the Israelites faced the mighty city of Jericho, their hearts must have grown faint. They perceived a reality which differed from God’s reality. They saw a fortress, and they saw a stronghold. God saw the rubble of rock. And so, as they marched around the city in the faith of God, He delivered the city unto them.

How we need to allow the Spirit to determine our perception in our lives and ministries! We walk not by sight but by faith. Without perception, our mandate and vision are, but limited and constrained.

2 Kings 6: The Blinded Syrians Captured: 8 Now the king of Syria was making war against Israel; and he consulted with his servants, saying, “My camp will be in such and such a place.” 9 And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down there.” 10 Then the king of Israel sent someone to the place of which the man of God had told him. Thus he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just once or twice. 11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by this thing; and he called his servants and said to them, “Will you not show me which of us is for the king of Israel?” 12 And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13 So he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.” And it was told him, saying, “Surely he is in Dothan.” 14 Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by night and surrounded the city. 15 And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16 So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 17 And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, “Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.” And He struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 

The servant was indeed frightened, and he probably had a reason to be, but again, his perception was based on a different reality and truth. The reality and truth were that they were surrounded by a mighty army of fire! 

And this is the beauty of the prophetic – the prophetic ultimately establishes through the Spirit and God’s Word the true nature of our perception versus the perception of the Spirit. The prophetic ushers in God’s perception and presence into a situation and circumstance, chasing our reality and truth into God’s reality and truth.

We need the spiritual guidance of the Holy Spirit so we may perceive divinely and appropriately in the spiritual so that we may move in the power and glory of God.

We also need the Holy Spirit to break down any strongholds in our lives, because such a stronghold of wrong thought or habit or perception is anything compelling enough to hold you in its power to keep you from receiving God’s love and truth. After all, our worldview and our personal perspective of reality colour our entire decision-making. This perspective has developed over a long period, including the time before you became a Christian. 

We need the Holy Spirit to work in our lives so that we can walk in the fullness of His perception of the reality and truth of our lives and our situation. 

With God, anything is possible, so this should change our perception of all things!

Once your soul has been infiltrated by a stronghold, your mind, will, and emotions filter all your perceptions through that demonic stronghold. This does not mean you’re “demon-possessed”; you are “demonised” in those areas you have habitually given over to sin. As a follower of Christ, you are inhabited by the Holy Spirit. However, those areas of your soul that you have willingly yielded to sin are fair game to become footholds for satanic involvement. Heed the warning in Luke 11:35,36: “See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you.”

Part of the work of the Holy Spirit is to make us alive to the supernatural, which is critically important when it comes to perception. If we remain spiritually dead, we live in the natural, and if we live in the natural, we live according to the truths and realities of the natural, and we live according to the world and according to the flesh.

As long as this happens, we remain conscious of sin, of the world and of our own self-image and desires and wants. This causes our perception to become sinful and worldly oriented, instead of divinely inspired. 

We need to become alive in God, and we need to become aware of the Spirit and the spiritual realm so that we will be able to see past our sins and our failures and our fears. By the Spirit, we become God conscious and Word-conscious, which means that we live according to His truth, His life, His way, His love, and we are strengthened and empowered to lead a life in the fullness of the Lord. 

Only when we are made alive by the Spirit do we lay down our will and allow God’s perfect will to become a reality in our lives, and so we live then not according to our dreams, but according to the dreams that God has for us.

Therefore, becoming alive in the Spirit means a change of perception regarding our reality, our truth, our circumstances and our way of life. 
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God will sustain the vision and the visionary
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OF LATE, THE LORD HAS again placed it in my heart that God will sustain the Vision. Now, let us first understand that all believers have a vision for their ministry, for their lives, families, and even nations and continents. For this reason, it also says in John 3 that those who are reborn shall “see the Kingdom of God”. Indeed, only when we are in Christ can we have the mind of God, which is so needed to understand God’s will, and to walk according to His mission, purpose and vision.

Yet, some are also called to be visionaries within the church, thus a person with great ideas about what the future will or could be like. And there are many such VISIONARIES within the church who have been granted a mandate, a project or a purpose which is mighty and glorious. And such visionaries could impact nations and continents.

This prophetic word is for all the believers who have a vision, but also for the VISIONARIES who God has called to birth a mighty vision to the Glory of God. Again, it should be noted that one vision might seem to be greater than some in our eyes, but they all carry equal worth and value. Those who are visionaries within the Body of Christ carry such a mantle not because of their worth, but because God has ordained it so. All tasks envisioned, and especially the vision of visionaries, will require great resources and manpower to bring the vision to fruition. But God shall provide and sustain.

I want to allude to Jeremiah 32:27, which says: "I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?” Yes, is anything too hard for the Lord? No. Of course not. He is mighty and glorious. It also says in "Luke 1:37: For with God nothing will be impossible."

Glory to God. Man and woman of God, what you might THINK is impossible, for God is possible. What you may think is too great, it is not too great for our God. Just believe, have faith, and know God who created all can surely bring into fruition what He has spoken! Whatever the vision, if God has spoken it, then God will make it happen. Whatever the vision, guard it and protect it says the Lord. Yes, protect it, and guard it. Pray over the vision, and let it not fall where the thorns are sowed and where the spiritual dryness dwells. Speak life, for God is life. Speak hope, for He is the hope of Glory. Speak the truth, for He is the Way.

God will also always supply the INSTRUCTIONS AND THE RESOURCES TO MAKE THE VISION COME TO PASS in HIS TIME. There is a season for all things and God is the Lord of the Harvest. So says the Lord. He will never give a vision without a blueprint and instructions. Sometimes the instructions will come at once, sometimes in part, but listen, says the Lord, pay attention and be obedient to every jot and tittle, says the Lord. Even if the vision of the visionary is great and overwhelming, God shall provide the resources, says the Lord. What He has spoken shall be.

In Genesis 6, God gave Noah very specific instructions on how to build the Ark. You see, Noah had to obey every instruction, for this is the key to bringing about the fruition of the vision. And Noah had his household to help build and construct. Yes, God will always PROVIDE to SUSTAIN and bring to LIFE the vision, no matter how great or small.

Moses was a prophet, but God gave Him a great vision – the Promised Land. Moses was a visionary. He had to therefore protect and guard that vision. He had to make sure he stayed true and loyal to the vision by staying true to God. He had to obey, always seeking the Lord. As part of the vision, God then gave Moses instructions on how to build the sanctuary, which would be called the tabernacle in the wilderness as the people travelled. From Exodus 25 to 30, God gave him countless instructions on how to bring into fruition the vision.

Yet Moses had to follow the instructions 100%, never straying away from one detail. Complete obedience. Complete trust. Not his will or plan or way, but God’s Way. This is important, says the Lord. His Way. But God also provided the resources and the means to fulfil the vision! Moses’ primary task was not the building and construction of the sanctuary, but to oversee the construction and make sure God’s instructions were carried out 100%. Many times, the visionaries do not implement, but God provides those who will implement, thus helping build and construct the vision to become a reality. Sometimes the vision must be seen and to be understood, then God will provide the WISDOM and the KNOWLEDGE to implement.

Yes, says the Lord. Seek My Spirit. Seek Me in wisdom and knowledge. Seek My counsel for then you will understand the vision, the mandate, the calling.

Take a look at Exodus 31, which says, "1 Now the Lord said to Moses, 2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel, son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom and skill, in understanding and intelligence, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, 4 to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, 5 and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, to work in all kinds of craftsmanship. 6 And behold, I Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; to all who are wise-hearted I have given the skill and ability to make everything that I have commanded you: 7 the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony, the mercy seat that is upon it, all the furnishings of the tent— 8 the table [for the bread] and its utensils, the pure gold lampstand with all its utensils, the [golden] altar of incense, 9 the [bronze] altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, the basin and its base— 10 the finely worked garments, the holy garments for Aaron the [high] priest and the garments for his sons to minister as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the sweet and fragrant incense for the Holy Place. They are to make them according to all that I have commanded you.”

God thus provided Moses with all that is needed to build the sanctuary. He provided the skilled craftsmen and the material! And so again the Lord says to His visionaries and His disciples with a vision that He sustains, He provides, and He will bring to life what has been spoken! We must just be very obedient to His voice, and never lose heart, so renew your mind daily and guard your heart.

Similarly, God gave Solomon a vision to build the Temple. Did God provide all the resources? Yes, He did. But God also provided Solomon with wisdom and understanding. We read in “1 Kings 4: 29: Now God gave Solomon [exceptional] wisdom and very great discernment and breadth of mind, like the sand of the seashore.”

My dear believers, seek God’s wisdom. Ask for it. Yearn for it. For without it we shall not be able to fulfil what God has called us to be. We need to know how to build, where to build, and therefore the seasons, the design, the blueprint, the instructions and the process! Seek the Lord for He is Wisdom.

And then in 1 Kings 5, we read of God’s supply to Solomon: 1 Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram had always been a friend of David. 2 Then Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying, 3 “You know that David my father could not build a house (temple) for the Name (Presence) of the Lord his God because of the wars which surrounded him, until the Lord put his enemies under his feet. 4 But now that the Lord my God has given me rest [from war] on every side, there is neither adversary nor misfortune [confronting me]. 5 Behold, I intend to build a house (temple) to the Name of the Lord my God, just as the Lord said to my father David: ‘Your son whom I will put on your throne in your place shall build the house for My Name and Presence.’ 6 So now, command that they cut cedar trees from Lebanon for me, and my servants will join your servants, and I will give you whatever wages you set for your servants. For you know that there is no one among us who knows how to cut timber like the men of Sidon.” 10 So Hiram gave Solomon all the cedar and cypress timber he desired, 11 and Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 kors of wheat
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