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To my beloved wife, Indira, who is my greatest source of love and strength. Your enduring support keeps me grounded in every story I tell. Even on days when words fail or creativity wanes, your presence gives me the courage to continue. You are the heart of my journey.

To my wonderful sons, Srivatsan, Sridhar, and Sriranjan, and your families: your laughter, wisdom, and steady faith fill my life with colour, music, and meaning. Your presence always lights up my world.

To my cherished friends and extended family, your encouragement has given me the strength and motivation I need. Every thoughtful conversation and gentle push forward has meant so much to me, and I am deeply grateful for your warmth.

To the publishing team at DigitalSpines, whose expertise and passion have transformed words into a living, breathing creation. Your dedication to preserving the art of storytelling is a blessing. Your support, guidance and hard work have made these stories possible and helped them reach readers everywhere.

To my friends, whose wise counsel and joyful companionship have brightened this journey. The conversations, the shared dreams, and the laughter have been invaluable gifts.

Lastly, to the readers—without whom these stories would remain silent. Your open hearts and curious minds bring meaning and life to these pages.
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Disclaimer

Short Front-Matter Disclaimer

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, and incidents are products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, films, or events is entirely coincidental.

Detailed Back-Matter Disclaimer

This anthology is a work of fiction. The stories, characters, and incidents are entirely products of the author’s imagination or have been used in a purely fictitious manner.

Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to real films, filmmakers, actors, or events in the Bollywood or Mumbai film industry, is purely coincidental. References to cinema, film culture, or the world of Bollywood are used only as a cultural backdrop and are not intended to depict, describe, or represent any real individual, production, or event.

No part of this work should be interpreted as an attempt to infringe upon, imitate, or claim association with any copyrighted material, trademark, or intellectual property belonging to any film, production house, artist, or entity. The views and interpretations expressed are solely those of the author, and do not reflect the views of any actual person, studio, or organisation.

This book is intended as a creative tribute to the spirit of storytelling and cinema. Readers are invited to enjoy it in that light.
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Preface

Welcome to Mumbai’s Bollywood: The Eternal Spotlight

 

Bollywood is more than an industry—it is a dream woven into the fabric of India. For over a century, the silver screen has mirrored our joys, sorrows, struggles, and triumphs. It has given us heroes larger than life, heroines who linger in memory, songs that never fade, and stories that continue to shape our imagination.

This book, Bollywood Dreams: Stories of the Past, Present, and Future, is my humble tribute to that dream. It brings together twenty-one stories, divided across three eras:

 

•   The Past, where cinema was born in black-and-white, yet filled with colour in the hearts of its dreamers.

•   The Present, where glamour and grit walk hand in hand, reflecting the complexities of our times.

•   The Future, where imagination takes flight, projecting the hopes of tomorrow.

 

These stories are not just about films, but about the people whose lives revolve around them—actors, musicians, technicians, fans, and the countless unknowns who came to Mumbai in pursuit of a dream. Some found fame, while others experienced heartbreak, but all became part of the grand narrative known as Bollywood.

As you turn these pages, may you hear the echoes of old film songs, feel the pulse of today’s city, and catch a glimpse of the dreams yet to come. For Bollywood is not only about the stars on screen—it is also about the countless dreamers who make it shine.

Let the eternal spotlight guide you.

With heartfelt respect and joy

S. Seshadri


Author’s Note

For as long as I can remember, the flicker of the silver screen has held a special place in my heart. There is something deeply magical about the moment when the lights dim, and the screen comes alive—casting its glow not just on faces in a darkened hall, but on the very fabric of our dreams and memories. Bollywood, with its vibrant colours, melodious music, and timeless stories, has been that radiant light for me—an ever-glowing beacon that stirs the imagination and touches the soul.

Mumbai, the city where this world is born and breathes, is more than just a backdrop. It is the heartbeat of Bollywood, a place where tradition and innovation dance together beneath the eternal spotlight. This city has witnessed the rise of legends, the unfolding of dreams, and the shaping of countless stories—each carrying the essence of love, struggle, hope, and transformation.

This anthology is my humble tribute to that world—the past that laid the foundation, the present that continues to enchant, and the future that beckons with new possibilities. Each story is a window into a moment in time, capturing the essence of Bollywood’s ever-changing yet ever-familiar spirit.

Through these tales, I hope to share not only the glamour and drama but also the quiet, often unseen moments of reflection and humanity that make this art form so enduring. It is my hope that as you journey through these stories, you will feel the same wonder and inspiration that the glow of the screen has always sparked within me.

As the legendary filmmaker Guru Dutt once said,
“Yeh duniya agar mil bhi jaaye toh kya hai?” — 
(What is the worth of this world if we do not have the magic of dreams?)

May this collection illuminate your imagination, remind you of the power of stories to connect us across time, and inspire a lasting appreciation for the legacy and future of Mumbai’s Bollywood.

With heartfelt gratitude and warm regards,
S. Seshadri


Introduction

Introduction to the Past Section

The Roots of Bollywood

Step back to a time when the glow of black-and-white films first lit up the screen and captured people’s hearts. These were the days when legends were born, melodies blossomed, and stories carried the timeless emotions of love, sacrifice, and hope.

In this section, the stories honour that golden age—when cinema was not just entertainment but a sacred art that brought people together under a single spotlight.

As you read, allow yourself to be carried into those early days, when every song and every frame told a story that has echoed across generations.

Introduction to the Present Section

The Pulse of Today’s Bollywood

Step back to a time when the glow of black-and-white films first lit up the screen and captured people’s hearts. These were the days when legends were born, melodies blossomed, and stories carried the timeless emotions of love, sacrifice, and hope.

In this section, the stories honour that golden age—when cinema was not just entertainment but a sacred art that brought people together under a single spotlight.

Introduction to the Future Section

Glimpses Beyond Tomorrow

Looking ahead, Bollywood stretches into a future that is both thrilling and unknown. Technology, imagination, and human spirit will come together to create new ways of storytelling—where the line between reality and dreams may blur.

The stories here invite you to imagine what lies ahead: new legends, new voices, and new journeys.

As you read, may you carry with you the legacy of the past and present, while exploring the possibilities of tomorrow.
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PART 1

Past Era
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The Curtain Call—A Tale of Redemption
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Morning sunlight filtered through gauzy curtains, casting a soft yet poignant warmth on an intricately carved wooden table where a delicate cup of untouched tea stood, forgotten. The stillness of the tea mirrored the silence in Rajeev Khanna’s heart, offering a sensory anchor to the solitude he felt. Once the heartthrob of Hindi cinema—the “Dil Ka Shehzada” (Prince of Hearts)—Rajeev now lived far from the limelight. The world had moved on. His name lingered only in dusty archives and fading memories of middle-aged fans, a quiet pain threading every passing day.

He sat in silence, hands clenched in his lap. A vintage LP spun on an old gramophone. It played a famous duet with Meena. Her voice, honeyed and clear, sang of eternal love—yet her absence pressed heavily in the room. Their daughter, Aarti, was not gone from the world but from his life. Estranged. Lost to a past he couldn’t mend, he stared at the door, longing.

The shrill ring of his phone startled him.

“Mr Khanna?” a young voice asked. “This is Ayaan Kapoor. I’m directing a film titled Zindagi Ek Safar—Life Is a Journey. It’s a tribute to the stars who shaped Indian cinema. Sir, there’s a role written for you. A quiet one. But powerful.”

Rajeev paused. “You’re too young to know my work.”

“But I grew up watching your films with my mother,” Ayaan said softly. “She adored
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