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      	Died in Somerset in 1966.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	Decline and Fall (1928), novel


          	A Handful of Dust (1934), novel


          	Scoop (1938), novel

        

      

    


    Evelyn Waugh was an English novelist and journalist. He was educated at Lancing College, Sussex and later earned a third-class degree from Hertford College, Oxford. After working as a schoolmaster, briefly attending art school, taking carpentry lessons and attempting to drown himself only to be put off by a jellyfish, he published his first book, a biography of the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti, in 1928, and his first novel, Decline and Fall, later that year. There followed a conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1930, a second marriage in 1937, the births of seven children, journeys in Africa and South America, stints in the Royal Marines, the Commandos and the Special Service Brigade during the Second World War and the publication of 13 more novels and several works of non-fiction, before his death on Easter Sunday in 1966. Waugh is revered as one of English literature’s finest prose stylists and fiercest satirists. His greatest novels are typically both hilarious and disturbing and chronicle the chaos, disillusionment and moral ambiguity of the years between the two World Wars.

  


  
    BRIDESHEAD REVISITED


    THE SACRED AND PROFANE MEMORIES OF CAPTAIN CHARLES RYDER


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Waugh, E. (2012) Brideshead Revisited. London: Penguin.


      	1st edition: 1944


      	Themes: Catholicism, war, nostalgia, aesthetics, social class

    


    Brideshead Revisited was Evelyn Waugh’s seventh novel. It was published in limited edition in 1944 and came out in a public edition in May 1945. One New York Times columnist, in his review of the novel, wrote that Waugh displayed “a genius for precision and clarity not surpassed by any novelist writing in English in his time” (New York Times, 1945).


    It tells the story of Charles Ryder’s relationship with the aristocratic Flyte family: first his friendship with the charming but doomed Sebastian and later his love affair with the beautiful but thwarted Julia. Its themes are memory, religion, love and death. Its first readers, according to Waugh’s biographer Christopher Sykes, were “ecstatic” (Sykes:337).


    Unique among Waugh’s novels, Brideshead Revisited continues to captivate readers: for its sumptuous depiction of undergraduate life in the 1920s and its contentious portrayal of the social upheaval provoked by the Second World War, it is adored and debated in equal measure.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    THE ARMY AND I


    At the age of 39, our narrator, Charles Ryder, finds himself stuck in England while the Second World War unfolds abroad, his early enthusiasm for the army waning with every botched set of orders and false promise of action. “We had been through it together, the Army and I, from the first importunate courtship until now, when nothing remained to us except the chill bonds of law and duty and custom” (p.3). He dislikes his subordinates – in particular the businessman, Hooper – as well as his superiors – chiefly his zealous commanding officer. The battalion is ordered to move to new quarters, though no one holds out much hope that any real action is imminent. “I don’t want much you know” says Hooper, “just enough to say I’ve been in it” (p.9). Charles assures him that the move is just another “flap” (ibid.). And yet when his servant tells him the name of the new base, Charles is deeply moved: “he had spoken a name that was so familiar to me, a conjuror’s name of such ancient power, that, at its mere sound, the phantoms of those haunted late years began to take flight” (pp.12-13). Charles has returned to Brideshead.


    ET IN ARCADIA EGO


    Over 20 years have passed since Charles’ first sighting of Brideshead, a magnificent country house. He takes us back to the scene of that visit, “when the ditches were creamy with meadowsweet and the air heavy with all the scents of summer” (p.17).


    Charles and Sebastian Flyte borrow a car and drive from Oxford, where they are students, to visit Sebastian's family estate at Brideshead. On the way, he recalls, they stopped and “ate the strawberries and drank the wine – as Sebastian had promised, they were delicious together – and we lit fat, Turkish cigarettes and lay on our backs” (p.19).


    Pausing in his recollection of this first visit, Charles delves further still into the past, to tell us how he and Sebastian met. At the beginning of his time at Oxford, Charles lived a respectable life and associated with the academic types. Sebastian was a famous figure in the university – not least on account of his constant companion, a large teddy-bear called Aloysius. One night, Sebastian – drunk – vomited through the window of Charles’ ground floor rooms. By way of an apology, Sebastian invited Charles to lunch. Several others of Sebastian’s set also attended. There was heavy drinking and heavy eating. For Charles, it was the beginning of a new existence:


    “I went full of curiosity and the faint, unrecognized apprehension that here, at last, I should find that low door in the wall, which others, I knew, had found before me, which opened on an enclosed and enchanted garden, which was somewhere, not overlooked by any window, in the heart of the grey city.” (pp.25-26)


    It was at this lunch that Charles first met Anthony Blanche, “the ‘aesthete’ par excellence, a byword of iniquity” (p.27).


    Back to Charles’ first visit to Brideshead: he and Sebastian finish their strawberries and wine and cigarettes and drive on until, “half a mile distant, grey and gold amid a scene of boskage, shone the dome and columns of an old house” (p.29). No other members of Sebastian’s family are at home – much to his apparent relief – but Nanny Hawkins, Sebastian’s childhood nanny, is in her rooms. They talk with her, and Sebastian shows Charles some parts of the house before they return to Oxford. Charles is mesmerised by the experience.


    Charles abandons respectability and launches himself into a hedonistic new life. “I like getting drunk at luncheon” he tells his cousin Jasper, a more senior student, whose criticism he invites: “You, my dear Charles, whether you realize it or not, have gone hook line and sinker into the very worst set in the University” (pp.35-36). Charles is unmoved. Later, Charles is taken for dinner by Anthony Blanche. Anthony disparages Sebastian at great length (“of course, those that have charm don’t really need brains”, p.45), as well as Sebastian’s family: “such a very sinister” bunch, he insists (p.46). We learn that Lord Marchmain, Sebastian’s father, left Lady Marchmain and went to live in Italy with a mistress. As Catholics, they could not be divorced, and the scandal endures. Despite Anthony’s best efforts, Charles remains loyal to Sebastian.


    THE LONG VACATION


    Charles returns home for the summer vacation. “One of the problems of the vacation is money” Charles explains to his father (p.56). “Oh, I shouldn’t worry about a thing like that at your age” his father replies (ibid.). At this point, war is declared. Charles is marooned at home, outmanoeuvred by his father at every turn, until a telegram arrives from Sebastian: “Gravely injured come at once” (p.65). Charles rushes to Brideshead to find that Sebastian’s grave injury is a crack in a small bone in his ankle – so small it has no name. Sebastian’s sister, Julia, is grateful to Charles for coming to take over as nurse. Julia departs, leaving the house entirely to the two friends. “I, at any rate” explains Charles, “believed myself very near heaven during those languid days at Brideshead” (p.71). Between admiring the architecture, tasting the fine wines of the cellars and walking in the grounds, there is also some talk of Sebastian’s Catholicism, which Charles, at this point, cannot fathom.


    They are disturbed when Bridey, Sebastian’s elder brother, and Cordelia, Sebastian’s younger sister, return for an agricultural show. “All the family charm was in her smile” Charles says of Cordelia (p.81). Sebastian is keen to get away, now that members of his family have appeared. He suggests that Charles come with him to Venice to see his father, Lord Marchmain.


    Charles first impressions of Sebastian’s father are of “a noble face, a controlled one [...] slightly sardonic, slightly voluptuous. He seemed in the prime of life” (p.88). Lord Marchmain’s mistress, Cara, surprises Charles. Associated as she is in his imagination with the scandal of Lord Marchmain’s flight from England, Charles is taken aback by the “middle-aged, well-preserved, well-dressed, well-mannered woman” he meets (p.90). Cara volunteers to show them round the city. For Charles, a nascent artist, it is an extraordinary experience – a stunning tour of “the immense splendours of the place” (p.91).


    At the end of their visit, Cara reveals certain things to Charles about the Flyte family, particularly Sebastian and Alex (Lord Marchmain): “He may not admit it to you. He may not admit it to himself; they are full of hate – hate of themselves. Alex and his family…” (p.92). She explains that both Sebastian and Alex despise Lady Marchmain (Sebastian’s mother, Alex’s wife). “And how has she deserved all this hate? She has done nothing except to be loved by someone who was not a grown up [...] When people hate with all that energy, it is something in themselves they are hating” (p.93). She warns that Sebastian will become an alcoholic unless something is done to help him.


    Charles returns to his father’s house, Sebastian to his family home in London.


    SHADOWS CLOSING ROUND


    Back in Oxford, things are not as they once were. Anthony Blanche has been expelled and is sorely missed. A don, Mr Samgrass, has started to monitor Sebastian at Lady Marchmain’s request. Julia visits Oxford and brings with her an admirer called Rex Mottram, a Canadian with political ambitions. Rex invites them all to a party in London, which they attend briefly, before Boy Mulcaster, a contemporary at Oxford, suggests going to Ma Mayfield’s – an infamous bar and brothel. Later, Sebastian, Charles and Boy leave Ma Mayfield’s with newly acquired companions. Sebastian drives and crashes and everyone is arrested. This marks the beginning of Sebastian’s rapid decline.


    Rex manages to get the boys out of the cells, but charges are pressed against Sebastian. It is only thanks to Mr Samgrass generously testifying to Sebastian’s promising academic career that he is not sent to prison.


    When Charles visits Brideshead at Christmas, he finds Mr Samgrass is also invited, his influence expanding. Sebastian is increasingly unhappy and Charles, in growing closer to the rest of the Flyte family, only adds to this unhappiness: “I became part of the world which he sought to escape; I became one of the bonds which held him” (p.117). His drinking gets heavier and heavier, until one evening, at Brideshead, its true extent is revealed in a “small but unforgettably painful incident” (p.118). Sebastian has been drinking all day and claims to have a cold to avoid dinner. Charles tries to remove the whisky from Sebastian’s room, but Sebastian catches him: “You’re only a guest here – my guest. I drink what I want to in my own house” (p.120). Charles dines with the rest of the family, but later Cordelia goes to check on Sebastian and announces he is drunk. Later still, Sebastian comes downstairs to apologise to Charles and humiliates himself in front of his family. The next day, after a talk with Sebastian’s mother, Charles and Sebastian return to London. “Have you gone over to her side?” Sebastian asks. “No, I’m with you” says Charles (p.128).


    In Oxford, Charles reports that “the shadows were closing round Sebastian” (ibid.). Lady Marchmain comes to visit and has another little talk with Charles, who assures her Sebastian is not drinking too much. Soon afterwards, however, there is another drunken incident. Lady Marchmain insists that Sebastian will not live with Charles, as planned, but instead with Monseigneur Bell, a fellow Catholic. Sebastian, refusing this, is taken away, leaving Charles alone. “I’m the loneliest man in Oxford” he tells a once-close friend (p.133). Charles decides to leave to train to be a painter in Paris. He receives a letter from Lady Marchmain, explaining that Sebastian will travel first to Venice, to see his father, then to the Levant in the company of Mr Samgrass. She hopes it will do him some good.


    CALLOUSLY WICKED, WANTONLY CRUEL


    Brideshead, just after Christmas. Mr Samgrass is giving the family, and Charles – briefly back from Paris – a slideshow of photos taken during his and Sebastian’s adventures in the Levant. Sebastian is conspicuous by his absence from almost all of them. Charles soon discovers that alcohol has been banned from the house and finds his friend in very low spirits. Eventually, Sebastian explains that he gave Mr Samgrass the slip during their travels, aided by Anthony Blanche, whom he met by chance in Constantinople. Though they were reunited briefly, Sebastian pulled the same trick again on their return to England, “to ensure a happy Christmas” (p.146), during which no one knew where he was until he phoned to have his bill at his hotel paid.


    A hunt is organised, and everyone is pleased when Sebastian announces he would like to join in. However, his intention is to lose the hunt at the first opportunity and ride to the nearest pub and drink until evening. The only obstacle is money. He asks Charles to help him, who refuses at first but soon yields.


    While the hunt is out, Rex Mottram arrives at Brideshead with a present for Julia: “a small tortoise with Julia’s initials set in diamonds in the living shell” (p.153). Charles recalls this as “a memorable part of the evening, one of those needle-hooks of experience which catch the attention when much larger matters are at stake” (ibid.).


    When Sebastian returns to the house at the end of the day, he is drunk and disgraces himself. The next day, Charles decides to leave early, knowing he can no longer be of any solace to his friend. While saying goodbye to Lady Marchmain, he admits it was he who gave Sebastian money. “I don’t understand how we all liked you so much” she replies. “Did you hate us all the time? I don’t understand how we deserved it” (p.157).


    Soon afterwards, Charles is surprised by Rex Mottram in Paris. Rex was taking Sebastian
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