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Introduction

The world of online business is ever changing, always moving on to the next shiny new idea. There are so many potential business opportunities and so many ‘gurus’ online ready to take your money for training that barely covers the fundamentals. Now don’t get me wrong, not everyone out there is a fraudster. In fact, there are some seriously good training programmes out there (I should know, I’ve done some of them!). BUT how do you know if a business is right for you? It doesn't make sense for someone who does not enjoy writing to build a business around eBooks but you would be amazed at how many people do just that!

I decided to create this series to help people who want more from their lives than a 9-5 rat race job, answering to a boss who doesn’t care or not getting paid enough, to figure out which online businesses could work for them without spending thousands of their hard earned cash on training that will not yield results. 

My goal is for each book in the ‘How To Make Money From...’ series to focus on one online business opportunity and answer the following important questions any newbie should be asking before starting out - 

	What is the business?

	How does the business work?

	Pros / Cons

	Capital required?

	Is it profitable?

	How easy is it to get started?


If after going through all 6 questions you decide ‘Heck yeah, I think I could do this.’ then you can move onto the step by step quick start guide. This guide will show you how to get started. It will include links to good quality further training / resources.

I want you to succeed and I hope this little book gives you what you need to get started!

Good luck!

Mark King

What Is Affiliate Marketing?

Affiliate marketing is when you promote other companies’ products. When someone buys through your affiliate link, you get a commission.

Affiliates help to sell the company. If you become one, you promote the company product, it sells and you receive a commission.

One of the brilliant things about affiliate marketing is that you can easily scale it. Whereas a salesperson working for a company can only sell products for said company, an affiliate can prompt products from scores of different companies and earn commissions on all of them. 

How do you make those commissions?? 99% of the time affiliate marketing involves sending traffic to a retailer’s website and receiving a commission when a referral buys the product.

Who and what is involved in affiliate marketing? There are four different parties you should be aware of:

You, the Affiliate

You are the person promoting the product. You find product niches based on your expertise or things you are interested in and you promote them via blogging, email marketing or other forms of digital marketing.

The Company you are Promoting 

These are usually referred to as merchants. Merchants own their affiliate programmes and create them with the aim of selling more products. They decide the commission levels and also give you the affiliate the tools to effectively market across a number of different platforms.

Affiliate Networks

These are vast online networks where merchants list the products they want to sell along with commission details / collateral etc. Not all companies are signed up to these networks but most of the most profitable ones are.

The Customer

In affiliate marketing, customers are known as referrals. They are the people you promote the products too and who hopefully end purchasing the product from the merchant.
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According to a recent study, affiliate marketing is becoming the go to tool for many merchants who want to get the word out about their products. Over 80% of publishers rely on affiliate marketing to generate revenue. In 2016 alone, spending in the US for affiliate marketing reached 4.8 billion. This is projected to grow to over 8 billion by 2022. 
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So the market is healthy and growing year on year. Definitely the sign of a good online business opportunity!

How Does Affiliate Marketing Work?

Affiliate marketing at its core is relatively simple. When an affiliate promotes a product and a potential referral clicks on a link in the promo then a little file called a cookie is stored on the browser. Knowledge of how a cookie actually works isn’t essential to be an affiliate but it has 2 pretty important uses - 

	It allows the merchant to attribute the sale to the correct affiliate

	It holds details of the cookie expiration date allowing you to get paid if there is a gap between the referral clicking on the link and paying. These can be anywhere from 60 days to a year.


Below is an example of how affiliate marketing works - 
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How Do You Get Paid?

Let’s be honest, no one enters into affiliate marketing for fun and games. We do it to earn money. So understanding how we get paid is a fairly massive priority.

The lion's share of affiliate programs work thusly - Pay Per Sale (PPS) Affiliates earn money when visitors click on a merchant site and purchase a product. BUT there are some other models available - 


●  Pay-Per-Click (PPC): You get paid for any and all traffic. The visitors don’t even need to buy anything. Super rare. Like... SUPER RARE.
●  Pay-Per-Lead (PPL): The affiliate gets paid for every lead generated: online form submissions, trial creations, free demo signups or any pre-purchase



To  be honest these other options are extremely rare and becoming rarer. They put much of the risk on the merchant and merchants do not get into affiliate marketing to give themselves more work. They want you to market their product and they want to make sales. It’s always good to understand the whole picture though so I included them anyway.

How Do You Promote Affiliate Products?

Social Media

Almost half of adults research products on social media platforms. So you could say that it would be wise for affiliate marketers to use the major social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagra, etc. 

Some platforms are better than others for certain products. Keep your tests small and if you see results, then scale the marketing spend carefully.

PPC

Pay per click marketing is where you use a platform like Google to create paid for ads. You only pay for that ad when someone clicks on it. Instead of spending a lot of time developing your SEO, you can just buy ad space. 
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Email Marketing

Reports suggest that there are over 3.9 billion daily email users globally, and that number is expected to reach 4.3 billion by 2023. Many affiliate marketers identify email newsletters as their most effective lead-generation source.

Affiliate marketers can use mail marketing to promote blog posts on their websites or link directly to their affiliate products in the emails.

Once you have an email database, it is an extremely cheap form of marketing. You just need to make sure you have a solid funnel for attracting more email subscribers.

Blogging / SEO

Blogging is one of the most effective affiliate marketing promotion methods for brands. Starting a blog can help you establish expertise in your industry, become a go-to source for helpful information, and build a community of readers who keep coming back for more content.

SEO (search engine optimization) helps said blog get found online through the use of popular keywords, image tags and metadata. It takes quite a lot longer for this to work than say, PPC but it can allow you to build a massive following long term. 

Youtube How To Videos

Online video consumption is growing and growing. This has become a massive opportunity for affiliate marketers. Even your favourite Youtubers are now affiliates. Anyone selling you Dollar Shave Club or Norton VPN is essentially an affiliate.

Video is a fantastic way to show customers what a product does in a pleasing way.
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What Is An Affiliate Network & Which Are The Best Ones?

Affiliate Networks are really simple. They are massive websites where 100s and sometimes thousands of merchants publish their products for affiliates to then promote.

Merchants use affiliate networks when they do not have the resources to promote their affiliate programme themselves or do not have significant advertising expertise. Networks give merchants huge exposure and also help protect themselves from scams and fraudsters. Affiliate networks can allow a business to focus on its core business rather than expending tons of £££ on bringing in new leads.

The best affiliate networks provide the merchant with tons of useful data, a ready made base from which to gain affiliate marketers.  They also provide protection & ensure both the affiliates and the merchant gain from their relationship. Many companies rely on affiliate networks to generate most of their sales / leads.

Top Affiliate Networks

Amazon Associates

With Amazon associates, you get paid commission when you make a sale on Amazon via your affiliate link. It is the best option for promoting physical products on any blog or website you run.

This program has a fairly unique feature in that you can earn money on any product a person buys (within a 24 hour period) after accessing Amazon via your affiliate link. 

I.e.  A person clicks your affiliate link for a $10 book but that person then goes on to buy $1000 worth of gym equipment then you get paid commission for both.

Since 2017, Amazon has moved to a flat-rate commission structure where you’re paid a flat percentage based on the category that each product is in. The amount of commission you are paid can and will change depending on what Amazon wants to do. 

Omn the next page you can see an example of the current UK commission structure and percentage payouts you can achieve on each product type.
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TL;DR

Minimum Payout threshold: $10

Product Types: Pretty much anything you can think of!

Cookie Duration: 24 hours

Average Commission rate: Varies drastically between niches. Some are as little as 1%. Do your due diligence before deciding on a niche.

Amazon Pros:


●  It’s Amazon
●  Cookie is universal so you will get commission on whatever a referral buys in 24 window


●  Payout threshold is super low



Amazon Cons:


●  Amazon has slashed or changed commission structure drastically in the past
●  Cookie only lasts a very short time compared with other networks


●  Absurdly low commission on some products



CJ Affiliate (Commission Junction)

CJ Affiliate which was formerly known as Commission Junction is one of the biggest and most popular affiliate marketing networks. It has been around for aaaages and has some of the best tools for both merchants and affiliates.

CJ works great because it is so popular you have tons of merchants to choose from. On the flipside, as a merchant you have thousands upon thousands of active affiliate partners to work with. CJ’s website states that publishers on it’s site made $1.2 billion in commissions annually.

On CJ Affiliate one you sign up, you will have to individually
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