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	Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem.

	 

	In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

	 

	 


Preface

	 

	All praise to Allaah. We praise Him, seek His help, and ask for His forgiveness. And we repent to Him and seek refuge in Him from the evil of ourselves and our deeds. Whoever Allaah guides, no one can lead him astray, and whoever gets lost, no one can guide him. I testify that there is no divinity worthy of worship except Allaah, and I testify that Muhammad is His slave and messenger, may the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him, his family, his companions, and those who followed them in righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

	 

	This book details the pious life of the Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. This book transports readers centuries ago to the Arabian Peninsula allowing them to discover and explore the era of the final Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	This book traces the life of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) from his birth and childhood to the final victory of Islam. By reading this book Muslims will increase their faith and love for the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	Based on authentic and authoritative works such as When the Moon Split and The Sealed Nectar, this book is written for the busy Muslim who can read the entire book in a day and gain a good comprehensive knowledge of the Seerah (prophetic biography). 



	
Chapter 1: Genealogy, birth, and life before the revelation

	 

	Noble descent

	 

	The Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) father was 'Abdullah, who died while the Prophet was in his mother's womb. 

	 

	Allah says in the Quran:

	 

	“And He found you an orphan and provided you with shelter.” (93:6).

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is the chief of the descendants of Adam (peace be upon him). He is the best of the sons of Adam. He was known as Abul Qassim (the father of al-Qasim), Ahmad, al-Mahi (the one who removes disbelief), al-Hashir (the one who gathered the human race behind him), as al-Aqib (there is no Prophet after him), as al-Muqaffi, as Nabi-ur-Rahma, and as Nabi-ul-Malhama. 

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “I am the master of the children of Adam on the Day of Judgment and it is no boast…” (Sunan Ibn Majah 4308, Sahih (authentic) according to Al-Albani)

	 

	His father Abdullah was the youngest son of Abdul Muttalib. Abdullah had several brothers: al-Harith, az-Zubair, Hamza, al-Abbas, and Abu Talib (his real name was Abdu Manaf).

	 

	The other brothers of Abdullah were Abu Lahab (his real name was Abdul Uzza and he was called al-Muqawwim), Hajj (his real name was al-Mughirah), al-Ghaidaq (so-called because of his generosity, while his real name was Naufal), and Darar. 

	 

	As for Abdullah’s sisters, they are Saffiya, Atika, Arwa, Umaima, Barra, and Umm Hakim. 

	 

	The real name of Abdul Muttalib (father of Abdullah) was Shayba. Abdul Muttalib or Shayba was the son of Hashim. 

	 

	The Prophet was born in the most respected tribe in Arabia, the Quraysh. His family name is Hashim after his great grandfather. 

	 

	Hashim was a very respected and generous person. He used to take care of the people who came to Makkah for Hajj and distribute food to them. He was a businessman. For his business, during the winter he used to travel to Yemen and during the summer he used to go to Syria. He had a very good connection with these two countries. 

	 

	One summer at Madinah he married Salma in his business trip and had a child. After a few days, Hashim died in Gaza, Palestine. Salma's baby boy was Shayba. Hashim's family did not know about Salma. After eight years Hashim’s younger brother Muttalib came to know about his brother's wife and son. So Muttalib brought them to Makkah. People called Shayba Muttalib’s slave, or Abdul Muttalib. Abdul Muttalib was very smart, handsome, and generous like his father Hashim. Later Abdul Muttalib or Shayba became the leader of Quraysh. 

	 

	Hashim and al-Muttalib are the children of Abdu Manaf.

	 

	Abdu Manaf was the son of Qusayy who was the son of Kilaab. Kilaab was the son of Murrah who was the son of K’ab. K’ab was the son of Lu-ayyi who was the son of Ghalib.

	 

	Ghalib was the son of Fihr, who was the son of Malik. Malik was the son of An-Nadr, who was the son of Kinanah. 

	 

	The Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Verily Allah chose Kinanah from the sons of Isma’eel, He chose the Quraysh from Kinanah, He chose the tribe of Hashim from the Quraysh and He chose me from the tribe of Hashim.” 

	 

	His mother was Aminah, the daughter of Wahab, who is the son of Abdu Manaf, who is the son of Zuhrah, who is the son of Kilab, who is the son of Murrah. 

	 

	Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is the:

	 

	Son of Abdullah, who is the, 

	Son of Abdul Muttalib, 

	Son of Hashim,

	Son of Abd Manaf,

	Son of Qusai,

	Son of Kilab,

	Son of Murrah,

	Son of Kab,

	Son of Lui,

	Son of Ghalib,

	Son of Fir,

	Son of Malik,

	Son of An-Nadr,

	Son of Kinanah,

	Son of Khuzaimah,

	Son of Mudrikah,

	Son of Ilyaz,

	Son of Mudar,

	Son of Nizar,

	Son of Ma’ad,

	Son of Adnan. 

	 

	Adnan is from the offspring of Ishmael who was the son of Ibrahim (peace be upon them).

	 

	His tribe

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is from the tribe of Quraysh which was well-known for its nobility. All the dignitaries of this tribe were chiefs and nobles in their day.

	 

	Family of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

	 

	His family, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, was called as Hashimite, in reference to his great grandfather Hashim who inherited from Qusay the responsibilities of providing drinking water to the pilgrims and of providing for their needs. His brother Muttalib inherited these two positions, then it was the turn of the sons of Hashim. This continued until the advent of Islam.

	 

	Abdul Muttalib was the most illustrious of Hashim's sons. He achieved a place of honor that was unmatched. He was the lord of Quraysh. He was noble, generous, and all obeyed him. He fed the needy, wild animals, and birds. He was described as a feeder of people in the valley and wild beasts and birds on the ridges of the mountains. He had the honor of digging the Zamzam well which was filled by the Jurhum tribe as they withdrew from Makkah. He was ordered to dig it and its place was described to him in a dream.

	 

	In his time, the Elephant incident took place. Abraha landed from Yemen in the company of a force of sixty thousand Abyssinian soldiers supported by a few elephants to demolish the Ka’aba. Arriving in the valley “Mu'hassir” located between Muzdalifah and Mina and when they were preparing to invade Makkah, the Abyssinians were bombarded by birds, in flocks, which threw stones at them which made them look like a chewed straw. This event took place at least two months before the birth of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	Abdullah, the father of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the best of the sons of Abdul Muttalib, the most upright and the most cherished by his father.

	 

	Abdul Muttalib chose Aminah Bint Wahb to make her Abdullah's wife. Aminah was the noblest of Quraysh's women. Her father Wahb was the undisputed ruler of Bani Zohra.

	 

	The engagement and marriage were completed and Aminah became pregnant with the future Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	Sometime later, Abdul Muttalib sent his son to Madinah (known as Yathrib before the migration of the Prophet) or to Sham (Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine) - to trade. Abdullah died in Madinah before the birth of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) according to the most authentic report.

	 

	Birth

	 

	Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was born on a Monday morning, the 9th or according to other versions, the 12th of the month Rabi Al-Awal (Rabi I), the year of the elephant. The first date is the most authentic and the second is the most famous. It corresponds to April 22, 571 C.E.

	 

	When he was born, his grandfather Abdul Muttalib came, smiling and delighted by the event. He took the baby and brought it inside the Ka’aba where he paid homage to Allah for His blessings. He called him Muhammad (he who is praised) hoping he would grow up to be highly praised. He slaughtered a sheep on this occasion. On the seventh day, he had him circumcised and fed the people as was the tradition among the Arabs.

	 

	Umm Ayman: Barakah the Ethiopian, a slave freed by Abdullah (the father of the Prophet) was appointed to him (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) as a nurse. She remained alive until the advent of Islam and became a Muslim. She immigrated and died five or six months after the death of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	Feeding with milk

	 

	The first woman who breastfed him after his mother was Thuwaibah, slave of Abu Lahab, his uncle. She had breastfed before him (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to his uncle Hamza bin Abdul Muttalib and after him to Abu Salama bin Abdul-Assad Al-Makhzumi. These two are therefore his (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) foster brothers.

	 

	At Bani Sa'ad

	 

	The Arabs used to look for nannies for their newborns in the countryside in order to immunize them against the diseases of the townspeople until they grew older and to enable them to perfect themselves in the Arabic language.

	 

	The women of Bani Sa'ad bin Bakr bin Hawazin who were nannies in the countryside came to look for children to take care of them. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was introduced to all of them by Abdul Muttalib, but they refused to take him because he was an orphan. One of them, Halimah Bint Abu Thuwaib agreed to take care of him for lack of other offers from more affluent babies. 

	 

	She made it back to her place with the Prophet in a blessed manner such that the other nurses envied her. Her donkey, which was very slow, outstripped all the other animals. Halimah herself and her camel who had run out of milk now were full of milk on their return journey. Her sheep which were hungry, in times of drought, returned with their bellies full of fodder and their udders loaded with milk.

	 

	Halimah would take the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to see his mother and family every six months, then she would return with him to the tribe of Bani Saad. When the breastfeeding period was over, she weaned him and took him to her mother's house. But, considering the blessings that she got from him, she insisted with her mother to leave him to her until he grew up. She also feared that he would be affected by the Makkan epidemic.

	 

	The Prophet's mother agreed. Halimah returned home with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) happy and satisfied. The Prophet remained with her for two more years. 

	 

	A strange incident occurred, which prompted Halimah and her husband to return the boy to his mother. The incident was the opening of the Prophet's (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) chest. 

	 

	Here are the facts:

	 

	Anas bin Malik, Allah be pleased with him, related that the Angel Jibreel came, while the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was playing with children. He picked him up, threw him on the ground, and opened up his chest. He extracted the heart from it, from which he removed a blood clot saying: “It is the Devil's part in the person”. He then washed the heart of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in a golden vessel with Zamzam water, and then put it back in its place.

	 

	With his loving mother

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) returned after this incident to Makkah where he lived with his mother for about two years. His mother then took him to Madinah where his father's grave was and where his grandfather's uncles, Bani Adiy bin Annajar, lived. Abdul Muttalib and her maid Umm Ayman were with her. She stayed there for a month and then turned back. She fell ill on the way and died in Al-Abwa, halfway between Makkah and Madinah. She was buried there.

	 

	With his loving grandfather

	 

	His grandfather, who felt the harsh impact of the new catastrophe, brought the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) back to Makkah. He loved him more than all his children. He had high esteem for him and always placed him before his own sons. He was very generous with him and allowed him to sit on his carpet, an honor reserved exclusively for him. He stroked his back and cheered on what he was doing. He believed that a great future awaited his grandson. But he died two years later when the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was eight years, two months, and ten days.

	 

	With his loving uncle

	 

	His uncle Abu Talib became his caretaker after the death of Abdul Muttalib. He was very tender and affectionate to him. As he lived in need, Allah blessed what little he had to the point that food for one person was enough for the whole family.

	 

	The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the epitome of sobriety and patience. He was content with what Allah distributed to him.

	 

	Journey to Sham and the monk Bahyrah

	 

	Abu Talib decided to go with the Quraysh's caravan to trade in Sham (Syria). The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was then twelve years old. According to some sources he was said to be twelve years, two months, and ten days old. The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) could not admit living far from his uncle who finally agreed to take him with him.

	 

	When the caravan descended near Bosra, on the borders of the Sham, the monk Bahyra, high in the hierarchy of Christian monks, came to welcome the travelers. Reaching the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), he took his hand and said: “Here is the Messenger of the Lord. It is he whom Allah will send for the salvation of the universe”.

	 

	AI-Fijar war

	 

	At the age of 20, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) witnessed the war of Al-Fijar which took place in the market of Ukadh between the tribes of Quraysh and Kinana on one side and those of Qays Aylan on the other side.

	 

	The conflict was incredibly violent. Several were killed on both sides. They later agreed to count the number of victims on both sides. Those with more casualties were to receive the blood prize for their additional deaths. They accepted the truce and ended hostilities.

	 

	During this conflict, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) collected the arrows and handed them over to his uncles.

	 

	Tasks of life

	 

	Everyone knows that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was born an orphan, grew up under the care of his grandfather, then his uncle, and that he inherited almost nothing from his father. Upon reaching working age, he grazed sheep for the Bani Sa'ad clan. Returning to Makkah, he did the same on behalf of the inhabitants of Makkah for a small sum. 

	 

	To be a shepherd was the profession of all the prophets (peace be upon them) during their youth.

	 

	After growing up, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) chose trading as his profession. It was said that he was the partner of Sa-ibn Abu Sa-ib and that he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the best partner, fair and honest.

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had made himself known, in all his transactions, by his honesty, sincerity, and integrity. And that was his motto in all areas of life to the point that he was called “The Honest”.

	 

	Departure for Sham and trading with Khadija’s funds

	 

	Khadija Bint Khuwaylid, Allah be pleased with her, was among the noblest and richest women in Quraysh. She handed over her goods to traders to trade them in return for a salary. After hearing about the honesty of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), she proposed to him to go to Sham to trade for her. 

	 

	The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) left for Sham with the slave of Khadija, “Maysarah”. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had an extremely successful and profitable trip and made a fortune. Khadija's funds grew in an unparalleled way. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) returned to Makkah.

	 

	Marriage with Khadija

	 

	Khadija was dazzled by so much honesty and blessing. Maysarah told her about the good manners and the nobility of character of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Khadija found in him the exemplary spouse. She sent one of her friends to propose marriage to him. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) agreed. Khadija's uncle gave her to him in marriage.

	 

	This happy event took place two months and a few days after the return of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) from Sham. He was at that time 25 years old. 

	 

	Khadija was the first wife of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He did not marry another woman during her lifetime, and all his children were from her except Ibrahim who was from Maria the Copt.

	 

	Her children from Khadija

	 

	They are Al-Qasim, Zainab, Ruqayyah, Umm Kulthoom, Fatimah, and Abdullah. All the boys died very young while the girls lived to the time of Prophethood. They adopted Islam and immigrated. They all died before the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) except Fatimah, Allah be pleased with her, who lived for six months after her father (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	Construction of the Ka'aba and arbitration

	 

	When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 35 years old, a violent devastating flood cracked the walls of the Ka'aba which was already in poor condition due to a fire that had affected it previously. Quraysh was forced to rebuild it but they feared Allah's punishment for its demolition.

	 

	Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah reassured them by telling them that Allah did not chastise benefactors. He began the demolition operation and the others followed him until they reached the foundations of Abraham (peace be upon him).

	 

	They began the construction work after having reserved for each tribe a part of the house to work on.

	 

	The dignitaries carried the stones on their shoulders. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his uncle Al-Abbas were among the workers.

	 

	When the construction reached the level of the Black Stone, each tribal chief wanted to reserve the honor of placing it in its place. The dispute continued for four or five days and almost turned into a bloody war within the confines of the Haram.

	 

	But fortunately, Abu Umayya bin Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumi succeeded in putting an end to it thanks to his wisdom. He was the oldest among them. He proposed to them they should accept the arbitration and solution of the first comer near the door of the mosque. They all accepted the solution.

	 

	Allah wanted the first to come to be the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Seeing him, they cried out: “Here is the Honest (the trustworthy), we accept his decision.” They informed him of the dispute. He took a cloak in which he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) put the Black Stone. He asked each of them to hold the garment in one end and lift it. On reaching the desired level, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) took the Black Stone in his hands and put it in its place. And this was a wise solution that received everyone's approval.

	 

	Conduct of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) before the revelation

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was reasonable, insightful, and honest from his earliest youth. From his earliest years, he had accumulated all the qualities and noble values embodying good conduct and high morality. He was known for his sincerity, his honesty, his piety, his chivalrous spirit, his courage, his fairness, his wisdom, his abstinence, his sobriety, his patience, his gratitude, his discretion, his fidelity, his modesty, and his loyalty.

	 

	His relations with those close to him were good. He helped people in need, was generous with his hosts, and reached out to those affected by everyday misfortunes.

	 

	Allah had showered him with His blessings and made him hate the myths his tribe believed. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) hated wine and hobbies to the point that he never attended entertainment shows and never went to entertainment clubs where the young people of the time had fun and met each other.

	 

	 


Chapter 2: Signs of Prophethood

	 

	As the time for revelation approached, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) began isolating himself in the cave of Hira. At the age of 40, the premises of Prophethood began to appear. It began with him (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) seeing dreams that came true as he had seen them. He saw light and heard supernatural voices. He said: “I knew, closely, in Makkah a stone which greeted me before the revelation”.

	 

	Beginning of Prophethood and revelation

	 

	At the age of 40 and while he was on a pious retreat in the cave of Hira in the month of Ramadan and while worshiping and remembering Allah, the Archangel Jibreel came down with Prophethood and revelation. 

	 

	Aisha, Allah be pleased with her, said that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) began to see true dreams, then he found comfort in isolating himself. He was staying in a pious retreat in Hira when the Archangel Jibreel came to him one day. Jibreel said to him: “Read”. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) replied: “I cannot read (I am illiterate)”. The archangel covered his head twice then said to him: “Read”. And the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) replied: “I cannot read”. He covered his head for the second time and said:

	 

	“Read, in the name of Your Lord who created, who created man out of a clot of blood. Read, Your Lord is the Most Noble, Who taught by the pen (the qalam), taught man what he did not know.” (96: 1-5).

	 

	The revelation ceased for a period before resuming with the divine word:

	 

	“O, you (Muhammad)! The cloaked one! Get up and warn. Magnify Your Lord. And your clothes, cleanse them. Shun idols and false worship. And do not give for the purpose of receiving more. And for Your Lord, endure (be patient by performing your duty to Allah.)” (74: 1-7).

	 

	Khadija (Allah be pleased with her) was the first to embrace Islam.

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) hurried to his close friend Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) to inform him of Islam. He (Abu Bakr) converted without any hesitation. He was the first man to embrace Islam. He was two years younger than the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with whom he was a long-time friend.

	 

	Ali bin Abu Talib (Allah be pleased with him) was also among the first to believe in the Prophet. Ali lived with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who provided for all his needs. Since a famine had struck Quraysh, Abu Talib was in need since he had many children. Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) took custody of Abu Talib’s son Jaafar and the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) took care of Ali and treated him like a son.

	 

	By the time of the revelation, Ali was said to be ten years old. Ali followed the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) everywhere. When he called him to Islam, he accepted, thus becoming the first boy to embrace the new faith.

	 

	Zaid bin Haritha was also among those early converts to Islam.

	 

	These four had embraced Islam on the same day, namely the day on which the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was advised to warn and call upon Allah. It was also said that each of these four was the first to adopt the new faith.

	 

	Abu Bakr, Allah be pleased with him, was active in the propagation of the faith. He was virtuous, sympathetic, and generous. He called to Islam Zubair bin Al-Awam Al-Asadi, Abdurrahman bin Awf Al-Zuhri, Sa'ad bin Abu Waqqas Al-Zuhri, and Talhah bin Ubaydullah At-Taymi, and he explained to them the virtues of the new religion. He (Allah be pleased with him) took them to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) where they agreed to become Muslims.

	 

	People, men, and women, from various factions of Quraysh and other tribes, embrace Islam.

	 

	Worship and education of believers

	 

	The revelation which followed after the first verses of Al Muddaththir is said to be Surah “Al Fatiha”, which encompasses all the major purposes of the Qur'an and Islam.

	 

	The first worship imposed by the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was prayer, of the order of two units (Rak'ahs) in the morning and two more in the evening.

	 

	Archangel Jibreel taught the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ablution and how to pray.

	 

	Complete purity became the emblem of believers. Ablution thus precedes prayer. 

	 

	Prayer became the worship of believers. They celebrated it in isolated places, out of sight, and sometimes even in valleys and mountains.

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) purified them and taught them the Quran and Wisdom (Sunnah). He taught them to be pure of heart, to adopt high morals, and to be sincere in their dealings. In short, he brought them out of the darkness into the light, guided them to the straight path, and taught them to hold on to the religion of Allah and to the pact of Allah and to be patient and maintain themselves in this way.
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