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Introduction:
It’s All About Freedom

THIS IS A BOOK ABOUT FREEDOM. MORE SPEcifically, it’s a book about the personal freedom that the Internet allows all of us to have, to greater or lesser degrees: the personal freedom I discovered from the wonderful world of blogging; the freedom I hope everybody will eventually discover for themselves; the freedom, I believe, that will permanently and irrevocably change the world for the better. At the time of this writing, my blog, gapingvoid.com, turned ten years old. Having a blog, a voice, having my own media, utterly changed my life. Suddenly my career as a cartoonist wasn’t dependent on other people: the “gatekeepers”—publishers, editors, Hollywood executives, etc., etc. Suddenly I had direct contact with my audience. They had direct contact with me. I could just do my thing, without having to wait for somebody else to give me the “green light,” somebody else to write a check. I didn’t have to wait around for somebody else to deem me “worthy.” … This gave me the freedom I spent most of my adult life searching for, the same freedom I believe we’re ALL searching for, in one way or another.

Careerwise, blogging gave me everything. Even in the early days, the benefits of blogging were so glaringly obvious to me that I couldn’t understand why more people weren’t doing it. Ten years later, I still can’t. So I decided to write a book about it; maybe I could help other people find this freedom, too. Like I said, I’m a cartoonist. I don’t consider myself a “blogging professional.” I don’t consider myself a “social media authority.” That being said, I believe my experience as one of the very early visual artists to totally establish their careers via this wonderful new medium might help folks understand not only how powerful blogging is, but WHY it’s powerful and WHY it matters. And once you can understand this, I believe, your life will be quickly transformed, same as mine was. … Included in the book are some of my trademark “cartoons drawn on the back of business cards,” which I was drawing on the side while putting this book together. Some are here to amuse. Some are here to mix things up. Some are here to inspire you and make you think. And some do it all.

This book is dedicated to Alex Korman (the son of my business partner, Jason). He’s a wonderful young man who is quickly and joyfully learning that the best way to be successful, in this hypercompetitive world of ours, is to find something you REALLY love doing and then kick ass at it. And blogging is one of the best ways I know of to find that out. Exactly.
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A few years ago, I was watching Henry Rollins, the famed punk rocker and performance artist, being interviewed on TV by some clever wee media twinkie.

Twinkie was criticizing Rollins about his new work, saying something like, why did you do it this way, why didn’t you do it your old, normal way, will your fans approve of this new direction, yada yada yada. …

Rollins just looked at Twinkie and said, “I thought rock ’n’ roll was about Freedom … ?”

Twinkie had no answer.

Henry was right. It’s about Freedom.

And that’s what the Internet is also REALLY about, isn’t it?

Finding your freedom. Finding your wings.

Using a computer instead of a guitar.

This is the appeal of the Internet—the sense of freedom that it gives us, the kind of people it allows us to be. The fact that it happens via computers is secondary.
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Blogging Gave Me Wings

Through blogging, my cartoons have reached millions of people.

Through my blog, my entire career as a cartoonist, author, and marketing guy was made.

I met my girlfriend through my blog.

I met my business partner through my blog.

I meet all my clients and customers through my blog. They all start off as readers.

My blog gave me everything.

My blog gave me my freedom.

Freedom to get stuff done more easily.

Freedom to connect with other like-minded people, regardless of where I live.

Freedom to do what I want. Freedom from the stuff I don’t.

That same Freedom our forefathers fought and died for. That same fight for Freedom that got our boys killed back on Normandy’s beaches.

The Freedom to express ourselves.

The Freedom to be ourselves.

The Freedom to be who we were born to be—the artist within us all.

The Freedom to blog in our underwear, if we want.

It has arrived. It is here.

Life will never be the same. And thank goodness for that.
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The Internet Is Revolution. Profound Revolution.

SOME PEOPLE CLAIM THE INTERNET’S EFFECT is as profound as any major revolution that has preceded it: the Industrial, the French, the American, Russian, Chinese, or what have you.

They are right to do so.

And better yet, so far it hasn’t required the usual horrors of revolution: barricades being stormed, monarchs being decapitated, peasants starving by the millions. Instead we have a lot of mommy bloggers uploading photos of their cats and tech geeks ranting on about some inferior product. Or whatever.
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The Internet Is a Miracle

EVEN PEOPLE (INCLUDING ME) WHO ARE OLD enough to remember life before the Internet have a hard time remembering what life was like before it. Everything you need to know and everybody you need to talk to are right there, a simple click away. No traveling thousands of miles to talk to somebody. No schlepping down to the library just to find something out. No not knowing where the good Chinese restaurants in town are. No having to get on the freeway in order to go buy something.

It’s a miracle. One that we already have learned to take for granted.
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