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Introduction

Jesus did not establish an institution, though institutions can serve his cause. He did not organize a political party, though his teachings have a profound impact on politics. Jesus did not even found a religion. No, Jesus began a movement, fueled by his Spirit, a movement whose purpose was and is to change the face of the earth from the nightmare it often is into the dream that God intends.

A few months ago I was being interviewed about this Jesus Movement for a conversation in one of our dioceses. The interviewer pointedly asked me, “The church has a way of jumping on the trendiest bandwagon, then when a new one comes along, jumping ship and getting on the new one. It’s sort of the Flavor of the Month syndrome. So is the Jesus Movement the newest trend, the newest Flavor of the Month?”

It’s a great question because behind it is the question of what is really at stake. And I believe the faithfulness and effectiveness of the Church—the whole purpose of our ministry and existence—is at stake. We are, after all, first and foremost, the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement.

That’s why I think it’s so important that anyone thinking about the practice of Episcopal ministry for the coming century seriously consider the question: what is this Jesus Movement, and what does it have to do with ministry in the Episcopal Church? It’s why I took time to develop sermons I’ve preached since I became presiding bishop into a set of opening chapters, and it’s why I’m so grateful to the leaders who have joined me by sharing their reflections on ministry priorities for the Jesus Movement:

• Lots of people love Megan Castellan’s blogging at https://redshoesfunnyshirt.com. In her chapter, she focuses on evangelism and spreading the Good News we’ve received from Jesus—Good News that will surely change a world. Megan is the Assistant Rector at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Kansas City, Missouri, and Northern Youth Network coordinator for the Diocese of West Missouri.

• Anthony Guillén, Director of Ethnic Ministries for the Episcopal Church, brings many perspectives and voices together in his reflection on launching new ministries in multicultural contexts.

• Kellan Day offers key insights on young adult ministry, an area that is crucial if we are going to proclaim the gospel for generations to come. She serves as the Young Adult Missioner in the Diocese of Western Michigan.

• Broderick Greer is a priest on staff at Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Memphis, Tennessee. His videos and writings at www.broderickgreer.com include equal measures challenge and inspiration, and he writes the chapter on the practice of racial reconciliation and justice.

• One of my favorite authors (who happens to be an Episcopalian), Nora Gallagher shares her thoughts on ministry that embraces the kingdom of God right here on the earth. Her books include Practicing Resurrection and Things Seen and Unseen.

• And Robert Wright, the bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta, introduces us to the whole concept of adaptive change, or how to turn institutions and people in new directions and truly lead a movement.

This volume is part of the Church’s Teachings for a Changing World series, a collection of books that reintroduce the essentials of Episcopal teaching and faith. Edited by my friends and colleagues Stephanie Spellers and Eric Law, each of these books tries to bring a combination of deep content and true accessibility. We want anyone to feel comfortable opening these pages: church leaders facing major challenges in their local community, seminarians studying for ordination exams, newcomers who’ve heard about this “Jesus Movement” and want to know how it affects the way Episcopalians practice our faith. Most of all, I pray that what we lay down here will lift up readers of all kinds, and send you out fully energized to follow in the loving, liberating, and life-giving way of Jesus Christ.


Chapter 1

Welcome to the Jesus Movement


So when [the disciples] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

(Acts 1:6–8)



Ultimately, the Jesus Movement is a metaphor. Images, metaphors, and forms of symbolic speech are a way of helping you to get at more deep and complex things in accessible and memorable ways. This Jesus Movement isn’t a twenty-first-century invention or a throwback to 1960s “Jesus Freaks” or a rhetorical concoction of my making. We’re talking about going forward as a church by going back to our deepest roots as disciples of Jesus Christ.

New Testament scholars and others who look at early Christian origins often refer to the Christian movement in its beginnings as the “Jesus Movement.” Rodney Stark, a sociologist of religion who has studied early Christian origins and the expansion and growth of Christianity, has written the suggestively titled book The Triumph of Christianity: How the Jesus Movement Became the World’s Largest Religion. It’s not an adaptation of Christian triumphalism but a description of the evolution of the movement Jesus inaugurated into the Church.
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The Jesus Movement: We’re following Jesus into loving, liberating











God on the Move




















The Shape of the Jesus Movement




   






















Partners in the God Movement
















QUESTIONS FOR THE ROAD …









Footnotes

Chapter 1:	Welcome to the Jesus Movement

1. Rodney Stark, The Triumph of Christianity: How the Jesus Movement Became the World’s Largest Religion (New York: HarperCollins, 2011), 161.

2. Verna Dozier, The Dream of God: A Call to Return (New York: Church Publishing, 2006).

3. William Temple, quoted in John Stott’s Radical Disciple: Some Neglected Aspects of Our Calling (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2010), 37.

4. Martin Luther King Jr., “Speech at Conclusion of Montgomery Bus Boycott,” 1956, http://www.thekingcenter.org/king-philosophy.

5. Charles Marsh, The Beloved Community: How Faith Shapes Social Justice, from the Civil Rights Movement to Today (New York: Basic Books, 2005), 81.

6. Marsh, 81.

7. Marsh, 81.

Chapter 2:	Centered in the Way of Love

8. Athanasius, On the Incarnation, 54:3.

9. Marsh, 81.

Chapter 3:	People of the Dream

10. The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes: Vintage Classics, ed. Arnold Rampersad (New York: Knopf Publishing, 1994), 32.

11. The Book of Common Prayer (New York: Church Publishing, 1979), 855 (hereafter BCP).

12. Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, In Memory of Her: A Feminist Theological Reconstruction of Christian Origins: Tenth Edition (New York: Crossroad Publishing, 1994), 121.

13. BCP, 305.

14. Ibid.

15. John Noble Wilford, “The Human Family Tree Has Become a Bush with Many Branches,” New York Times (June 26, 2007).

16. John Oxenham, “In Christ There Is No East or West.”

Chapter 6:	 On Ministry with and by Young Adults by Kellan Day

17. Beth Maynard, “ISO Peer Group: Episcopal Culture through an Xers Lens,” in Gathering the NeXt Generation: Essays on the Formation and Ministry of GenX Priests, ed. Nathan Humphrey (Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse Publishing, 2000), 83.

18. John Martin, “On Going to (an Episcopal) Church,” Medium, January 6, 2015, https://medium.com/@theboyonthebike/on-going-to-an-episcopal-church-428781564139#.y91j56eu6.

Chapter 7:	 On Racial Reconciliation and Justice by Broderick Greer

19. See http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/a-return-to-school-segregation-in-america/.

20. Thomas Irmer and Matthias Schmidt, “An Interview with Leslie Marmon Silko (1995),” in Conversations with Leslie Marmon Silko (Jackson, Mississippi: University of Mississippi Press, 2000), 149.

21. “Cornel West Talks to David Shuster,” Al Jazeera-America, February 24, 2014, http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/talk-to-al-jazeera/interviews-and-more/2014/2/24/cornel-west-talkstodavidshuster.html.

22. BCP, 370.

23. James Cone, The Cross and the Lynching Tree (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2011), 66.

Chapter 8:	 On Being Part of the World by Nora Gallagher

24. Pope Francis, “Encyclical Letter ‘Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father Francis on Care for Our Common Home,” Pt. 2, May 24, 2015.

25. Michael Curry, “Statement in Support of the Advocacy of the People of Standing Rock Sioux Nation,” August 25, 2016.

26. John Scotus Eriugena, Periphyseon: On the Division of Nature in Celtic Christian Spirituality: Essential Writings, ed. Mary C. Earle (Woodstock, Vermont: Skylight Paths, 2011), 23.

Chapter 9:	 On Leadership for the Movement by Robert Wright

27. Martin Luther King Jr., “Paul’s Letter to American Christians,” Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, November 4, 1956, https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/.

28. BCP, 9.

29. Jeremy Diamond and Dana Bash, “Nikki Haley Calls for Removal of Confederate Flag from Capitol Grounds,” June 24, 2015, http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/22/politics/nikki-haley-confederate-flag-south-carolina-press-conference/.

30. Ronald Heifetz, “The Scholarly/Practical Challenge of Leadership,” in Reflections on Leadership, ed. Richard Cuoto (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2007), 31.

31. Ronald A. Heifetz, Leadership without Easy Answers (Cambridge, MA: Belknap Harvard, 1994), 15.

32. Andrew Young, conversation with author, 2014.

33. Heifetz, Leadership without Easy Answers, 15.

OPS/images/logo.jpg
H

HODDER &
STOUGHTON





OPS/images/title.jpg
Following
the Way
of Jesus

A clarion call to join the Jesus movement

BY MICHAEL B. CURRY

With reflections by
Megan Castellan, Kellan Day, Nora Gallagher,





OPS/images/cover.jpg
FOLLOWING THE
WAY OF JESUS






OPS/images/line1.jpg





