
        
            
                
            
        


	 

 

Apples of Gold 

In Settings of Silver

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     By Barbara McCormick and Lin Artus




[image: Image]

Apples of Gold in Settings of Silver 

Copyright© Linda Artus and Barbara McCormick

 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be

reproduced in any form by photocopying or any

electronic or mechanical means, including information

storage or retrieval systems, without permission in

writing from both the copyright owner and the publisher

of the book. The right of Linda Artus and Barbara McCormick to be identified as the authors of this work has been asserted by them in

accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act

1988 and any subsequent amendments thereto.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the

British Library. 

All Scripture Quotations have been taken from the New American Standard of the Bible.  

ISBN: 978-1-911697-49-7 

1st Edition by Kingdom Publishers

Kingdom Publishers

London, UK.

You can purchase copies of this book from any leading bookstore or email contact@kingdompublishers.co.uk 

 


 

Contents

Preface

Chapter 1

A Bride Prepared

Chapter 2

A Bride’s Response

Chapter 3

Banana Skins

Chapter 4

Tangled ropes

Chapter 5

Coping with Crisis

Chapter 6

Wooed by the World (spiritual unfaithfulness)

Chapter 7

The Enemy of our Lives

Chapter 8

Deception of God’s Children

Chapter 9

Defence for the warfare with Satan

Chapter 10

Enemy Opportunities

Chapter 11

Squatters in the House

Chapter 12

Judgement Cometh

 

 Preface      

 

 

This book, though small in volume, has come as a result of nearly twenty years of weekly praying together and seeking the Lord. On those special occasions, He gave us passages of Scripture to study. The Lord directed us to write down what we learned. Eventually this period of time seemed to come to an end, as we were no longer receiving material to research from the Lord. We earnestly sought the Lord as to what to do next.

His answer came in the form of a vision in which a field of golden wheat lay cut and ready to be harvested. At the same time we were reminded of the feeding of the five thousand, where Jesus commanded the disciples, “You give them something to eat.”   God provided the food, but the disciples gave it out to the multitudes. (Matthew 14:16-19)

So from all that our Lord provided, we made the bread and wrote this book. 

It may be uncomfortable reading at times, as its contents reveal the backslidden nature of compromised and deceived Christianity.  

We hope and pray that you hear God speak to you through its pages,  and that it will make a difference for good in your life, and whatever is ahead for us all, we will be truly ready and waiting for our Bridegroom’s return….. the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This book is suitable for individual bible study.

All Bible quotations are from the New American Standard Version unless otherwise indicated.


Chapter 1

 

 

A Bride Prepared 

 

 

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.”  (Revelation 19:7)

The bride in this verse represents the Church in heaven, when the bridegroom Jesus, comes to take His bride, to the marriage supper of the Lamb. She is ready and arrayed in righteousness.

However, Jesus told His followers while they are on earth to be ready at all times as they do not know the hour of His coming. At the moment the Church is decidedly unprepared and far from ready for the coming of her Lord.

•      There is compromise in the name of Love but without truth.

•      There is the neglect of reading and living by God’s word.

•      There is the mixture of the unholy with the counterfeit.

The two of us looked at the current state of the Church.  These things distressed us greatly. We wanted to pray effectively. We wanted to cry, but we couldn’t! We were aware of a cold, distant feeling of apathy about the whole thing, and we didn’t know why?

It seemed our feelings reflected the general attitude of much of the Church in this part of the world.

We earnestly sought God over the matter to find out what He wanted us do.

God provided the answer in the nuggets of gold He enabled us to dig out of His word.

In times past, God always gave very precise instructions about how His house was to be constructed, these plans have far transcended man’s highest thoughts. God requires the same in the building of His Church. All too often today much of this is man-inspired.  It is a pointless exercise to think we can achieve anything without God’s direction.

In Isaiah 66 we read about the attitudes of heart and mind God requires of those whom He will use.

God said, “To this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit and who trembles at My word.” (Isaiah 66:2b)

What is your understanding of this scripture?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


A definition of humility:

Lowliness of heart,

Knowing and understanding our weaknesses,

Happy to be of no account,

Happy to be a servant,

Pliant, submissive,

Unpretentious

In Philippians 2:1-8 we are encouraged to maintain love in our fellowship with each other, to be affectionate, compassionate, and united in spirit, embracing the concept of humility, whilst selflessly caring for our Christian family. We are to be like Jesus, who emptied Himself of His greatness, in order to show us how to live, coming in the form of a servant, and being fully dependant on His Father to do His will. 

We prove ourselves to be blameless and innocent when we are obedient to God’s word, and fully submitted to Him and His direction for our lives. (Philippians 2:15-16)

How do you feel and respond when you are asked to submit to the wishes of another you disagree with, in order to keep the peace?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In what sort of circumstances might you find it difficult to put others first and yourself last?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Humility is summed up when we have the attitude of mind that says, “Thy will, not mine be done.”

Isaiah also tells us we need to be ‘contrite in spirit’.

(Isaiah 66:2b)

This is the recognition of ourselves as sinners before Almighty God, and our own inability to do anything about it.

 In the parable Jesus told, He illustrated this point to those who thought they were righteous. Read Luke 18:9-14

Who do you identify most with, the tax-collector or the Pharisee?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Why? .……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Isaiah stated that our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment. (Isaiah 64:6)

What do we understand this to mean?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

It is only in Christ that our sins are now covered and paid for by His blood shed on the cross.  

The contrite in heart accept that apart from God they can do nothing that is up to His standard.

Contrition is knowing that the vileness of sin is still inherent within us, even when we think we are doing well.  

Paul felt just like this as he wrote Romans 7:14-25.

He said, “Wretched man that I am who will set me free from the body of this death?”

Our old nature does not improve with age.

How do you view yourself regarding your sinful nature?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

The third and final criteria Isaiah gives to those who would walk closely with God, is that they should ‘tremble at His word’. (Isaiah 66:2b)

To “fear and tremble” means to be: 

•      Reverent, in awe of God.

•      Afraid, lest we fall into sin. (Philippians 2:12-13)

The children of Israel trembled at the terrifying scene which accompanied the presence of an awesome and almighty God when Moses went up Mount Sinai to receive the Law. (Exodus 20:18) 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin.”  (Exodus 20:20)

How do we who have experienced the grace of God, differentiate between being afraid of God and the fear of God regarding our sin?      

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

If we tremble at God’s word we will hear and obey.

“But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”  (Isaiah 66:2b)

We looked at this verse and considered if it was true of us.

Do you consider the seriousness of taking God’s word lightly?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

This is a foundational verse for all who truly seek to obey the Lord.

The following verse was shocking to us.  We had not realized how God actually views the sin of hypocrisy in His people.

“But he who kills an ox is like one who slays a man.”

(Isaiah 66:3)

God required a young bullock to be offered in the sacrificial ceremony to Him.  The ox that was offered here was an old beast, showing a complete lack of repentance, and a detachment from practical holiness.

This was so totally offensive, that in God’s eyes this was like the crime of killing a man in cold blood. 

Although these offerings are no longer expected of God’s children, if we are serious and godly in our consideration of the mercies of God we should offer our lives as Paul calls us to.

“I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.” (Romans 12:1)

For something to be sacrificial it costs us something.  

What sacrifices does God require of you?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Do you give your prime young bullock in these matters, or is your offering ‘past its sell by date’?

Seriously consider how you serve the Lord in these matters.

“He who sacrifices a lamb is like the one who breaks a dog’s neck.”   (Isaiah 66:3)

A man would sacrifice a lamb in order to say sorry to God for sins he had committed.  If he was not truly penitent but just going through the motions, then it was as offensive to God as offering an unclean animal like a dog. These animals were considered to be lowest of the low, not only this, but they were considered to be an expression of utter contempt. (Matthew 15:26) Dogs were even used as a synonym for the wicked. (Psalm 22:16) 

The whole point of sacrificing a specified clean animal was to make atonement with its blood. However, to the impenitent, who were religiously observant, but devoid of holiness, it was as if a blasphemous offering was made by breaking the neck of an abominable animal, which revealed the offeror’s true state of heart,  as well as the fact that its death produced no blood. This therefore offered no benefit at all to the supplicant and went no way to placating God’s wrath at this sin.

For the Christian, there is no place for hypocrisy. Just being religiously observant is not enough. We must choose to live a life of holiness. To repent is to choose to turn away from sin and walk in the opposite direction.

“But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light…and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)

 

How do you personally define true repentance?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

How do you consider the sin of hypocrisy?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

“He who offers a grain offering is like one who offers swine’s blood.”     (Isaiah 66:3)

The purpose of a grain offering (cereal or bread) was that it was to be given as a gift to God, often to say thank you to Him for benefits given. But to the unrepentant people of Israel who offered it without true thankfulness it was as if they had offered God swine’s blood. A swine (pig) was an unclean animal, not fit for use by God, indeed the Hebrews were to consider
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