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Ace of Pentacles

Ali Noel Vyain


Ace of Pentacles

Alice shuffled the special deck and drew the top card. She turned and left the room. As she was climbing the stairs, Madeline led a client into the tarot reading room. Alice walked into her room and sat down at her desk. She heard the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse as she found the corresponding cards in her decks.

She opened her notebook and blinked at the three versions of the Ace of Pentacles. She grabbed her pen and took her notes. She knew there was just one pentacle in the deck, which was the 10 of Pentacles. She smiled as she took her notes. Aces were beginnings.

She kept studying until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She waited. The music stopped and Eliot walked into the kitchen moments later. He set the table and smiled at her. She smiled back.

Madeline didn’t turn her head as she was busying cooking. “I can see you two glowing more than usual. Must be the engagement.”

Alice and Eliot held each other’s hands.

Madeline sighed. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Ace of Pentacles.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is paradise, perfection, contentment, money, the body and soul gaining wealth. It can also be items of beauty and value. Or it could be happiness, cheerfulness, gold, health, medicine, pleasure, success, love, gain, luck, power, honor, fulfilled desires, and strength. It might even be a new job, raise, promotion, investment or new income.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is money without happiness, wealth abused, becoming a Scrooge, corruption and greed. Life is not what you want it to be, strife, chaos, not receiving what you want and bad luck.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice let go of Eliot’s hand and grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Alice asked, “Madeline, you’ll come to our wedding?”

Madeline smiled. “Of course. Just don’t throw the bouquet at me.”

Alice smiled. “Okay, I won’t.”

Madeline said, “I guess you two need to plan that now. I hope you won’t need my help with that.”

Eliot smiled. “Understood. I’m sure Alice and I can plan our own wedding.”

Madeline said, “Good.”

They continued to eat in silence. When they were done, Madeline left the kitchen to deal with more tarot clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to deal with orders for the day.

He played some music to make it easier for them to craft what they needed and to pack up the orders. He printed out labels and put them on different boxes. He made notes of which plants they would need for their back stock. Then he grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants.

She finished crafting what the big orders needed. She labeled each item and packed them up in their respective boxes. She sealed the boxes just as the delivery person arrived to accept them with a smile.

She checked what the back stock needed and crafted those items too. She dealt with clients who stopped by as he processed the plant material with a mortal and pestle. Even Madeline stopped by to grab things for her clients too.

Alice and Eliot finished their back stock and cleaned up the greenhouse. Klio and Klia made their rounds around the house and jumped up to their favorite perch in the greenhouse.

Madeline came back. “Alice, I need you for some readings.”

Alice nodded and left the greenhouse for the tarot reading room. She sat down. Madeline handed her niece a deck. Then the elder elf went to get the next client. They came back and Alice shuffled the deck.

The client sighed. “I want to know what is going to happen now that I’ve left a bad situation.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—8 of Cups, 7 of Swords, and 6 of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you did walk away from a bad situation. It was better for you to leave. Currently, you might be questioning if you did the right thing. Or else there are people who are telling you that you did the wrong thing. Either way, you now know that you can handle whatever is next.”

The client nodded. “Yes, others have told me I did the wrong thing by leaving.”

Alice nodded. “Well, you did the right thing for you. In the future, you will be moving on to calmer waters. Those naysayers won’t have any sway where you’re going.”

The client said, “Thank you. I feel better now and know I have something good to look forward to.”

Madeline led them out and led another client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client said, “I’m wondering if my wish will be granted.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Magician, 6 of Cups and the Fool. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you manifested something in the past. So, that’s your wish. Currently, you are remembering the past and hopefully seeing the good and the bad in it.”

The client nodded. “Yes, there was good and bad in the past. I see that now.”

Alice nodded. “So, in your future, you will have to take a leap of faith. If you keep to your path, you will be fine, even if there is someone else who will try to deter you from it.”

The client smiled. “Thank you, that sounds as if I will get my wish.”

Madeline led the client out and led a new one in. Alice shuffled the deck as she waited.

The client said, “I hope I’m not overthinking things. I’ve spent a lot of time alone.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Pentacles, the Hermit and 10 of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see in the past you were juggling many projects at once. You had options and that is why you’ve been spending time alone to just think and review things. I don’t think you’re overdoing it. Because in the future, you will be happier because you took the time to reflect.”

The client said, “Oh, so I need this time alone.” They smiled. “Thank you, that was quite clear to me.”

Madeline led the client out of the room and then came back with the next client. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client made themselves comfortable. “I guess I just want a general reading today.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Moon, 2 of Cups and 6 of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see in the past that things were hidden from you or you made a wish under the moon. Or even both. Currently, you find yourself connecting with someone. In the future you two will be creating some good memories and history together.”

The client smiled. “Sounds good to me.”

Madeline led them out of the room and brought back the next client. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client blinked. “I’m not sure how this works.”

Alice smiled. “You may ask a question out loud or just think it. If you don’t ask out loud, you can just say when you’re ready.”

The client nodded. “Oh, I see. Well, I’m wondering what kind of energies surround me.”

of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. It was a different reading. There was no past, present or future to see. These were current energies around the client. “I see this first energy as being feminine and full of feeling. They are mature and have no problem with how they feel. The next energy I see is the Empress. She is strong and creative. She is also very fertile. The third energy I see is the very masculine. He is just as secure in his feelings as is the queen and very mature with them. They are two sides of the same coin. Now keep in mind that gender in tarot doesn’t mean biology. We are all a combination of masculine and feminine traits and energy.”

The client nodded. “Oh, then that makes sense. I think I know who they are in my life. Thank you, I will come again.”

Madeline led them out. Eliot stepped into the doorway. He smiled at Alice.

She smiled back. “We should start planning our wedding.” She stood up and walked over to him.

They walked into the living room and sat down on the pillows.

Eliot said, “I was thinking something simple. We don’t need to have a big wedding. They can be quite expensive.”

Alice nodded. “That I doubt we can invite enough people for a big wedding. I also don’t want an expensive wedding. I don’t see the point. We can wear our best outfits and exchange our vows in front of Madeline.”

He nodded. “We’ll need another witness.”

She sighed. “Right. Who will it be? I don’t think the cats or the ghosts will count.”

“Sadly no. We’ll find someone.”

Madeline stood in the room. “How about Zane? I’m sure he’d be happy to witness.”

Alice and Eliot smiled.
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