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Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise.

You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy,

For your dew is as the dew of the dawn,

And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.

Come, my people, enter into your rooms.

And close your doors behind you;

Hide for a little while

Until indignation runs its course.

For behold, the LORD is about to come out from His place

To punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity;

And the earth will reveal her bloodshed

And will no longer cover her slain.

In that day the LORD will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,

with His fierce and great and mighty sword,

Even Leviathan the twisted serpent;

And He will kill the dragon who lives in the sea.

–Isaiah 26:19-21–-Isaiah 27:1-2, NASB
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Discovering the Spiritual Realm
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Lurking in the darkness are creatures we have never seen before; slithery sea animals like eels and sea cucumbers can brush up against our feet and entangle our legs. There are creatures like the dragonfish whose jaws hold a flashlight to illuminate the deep, but what about in the spiritual realm? What lies beneath the sea's waters is used metaphorically throughout the Bible, from Noah and the flood to Jonah, who was swallowed by a giant fish and spat out on land. The sea and the serpents in the sea are often symbols of people, nations, rulers, and terror. The prophet Amos uses this metaphoric language.  The Assyrian, or sea serpents fulfill the will of God due to his peoples disobedience:


Though they hide themselves atop Carmel, there I will track them and seize them; and though they hide from Me at the bottom of the sea, there I will command the serpent to bite them. 

–Amos 9:3, BSB



When we stand on the seashore, we can see the beauty of the ocean, inhale the salty sea breezes, and hear the sound of the waters, but underneath lies a host of sea creatures who can be predators. We, too, can deal with people we only see the surface level of. King Saul was king, but lurking beneath his royal robes and outer appearance was a murderous spirit. At the beginning of his relationship with David, Saul hired him as his armor bearer. He also had David come and play the harp to soothe him from his torment and mental issues. Later, Saul is bloodthirsty and intends to murder David. All of that was lurking under the deep. 

Many people shy away from digging into deeper spiritual matters; others get sucked into illusions. Some blame their spiritual condition on hormones, stressful careers, or family issues. However, the spiritual realm is real. When we become born again, we have new vision, new hearing, and great joy, but shortly afterward, various trials and attacks are part of the journey into purification. The Book of James informs us that when we suffer for the sake of the Gospel or go through complex tests, we must persevere: 


Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.


–James 1:12, BSB

Jesus, or as I like to refer to him by using his Hebrew name, Yeshua, warns that we will face many trials but to count these hardships as joy: 


Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For their fathers treated the prophets in the same way. 


–Luke 6:22-23, BSB

Those in darkness hate those walking in the light. At one time, we, too, walked in the darkness, and the night knew us and worked through us. We ventured into danger without any knowledge. We touched, tasted, and danced with things forbidden and reaped a harvest of shame and destruction. Now, we are said to be new creations. Now, we have been born again, washed in the Light of the Messiah, bathed in His mikvah (baptism) and showered and filled with His Spirit. When we meditate upon a time when we had no light and were living in thick darkness, we become joyful that salvation is a gift and that being born anew is indeed a testimony of God’s goodness. We are now spiritual beings. “What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6, TLV).

We once were lost, blind, in bondage, and utterly unaware of our condition. Now, we have the mind of the Messiah. Once this renewal takes place, we have unspeakable joy. With child-like vision, we notice the earth filled with Adonai’s glorious creation. We feel clean, fresh, and new. However, after a season and a more profound period of intimacy, all kinds of mysterious events seem to occur—strange things begin to happen inside of us, and a crushing liken to an olive in a press that eventually brings forth oil—His anointing, but the pressing can be excruciatingly painful:


Loved ones, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal taking place among you to test you—as though something strange were happening to you. Instead, rejoice insofar as you share in the sufferings of Messiah, so that at the revelation of His glory, you may also rejoice and be glad.


–I Peter 4:12-13, TLV  

To understand the spiritual world, we must study Adonai’s Word concerning the spiritual realm. To deny this realm would be to deny God’s Holy Word. For a deeper study on angelic beings, demons, and deliverance, see my book, Spirits Unveiled, Book Two, from the Unmasking the Unseen Series. 

In II Kings, Elisha’s servant, upon rising, goes outside and sees an army with horses and chariots circling the city. In fear, he cries out to the prophet:


“Fear not,” he replied, “for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then Elisha prayed and said, “Adonai, please open his eyes that he may see.” Then Adonai opened the eyes of the young man and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.


–II Kings 6:15-17, TLV

Elisha sees things his companion does not. He has no fear. The Mighty prophet not only prays for eyes to be opened and receive answers immediately, Elisha prays for men to walk in darkness and is heard:


As the Arameans came down against him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, “Please strike these people with blindness.” So He struck them with blindness, according to the word of Elisha.


–II Kings 6:18, BSB

After capturing the Arameans, Elisha led the captured army to the King of Northern Israel. The king wanted to kill the enemy troops, but Elisha told him to instead show compassion and feed them bread and give them water. This stopped further attacks: “If your enemy should hunger, feed him; if he should thirst, give him to drink; for doing this, you will heap coals of fire upon his head” (Romans 12:20, BSB).

Although prophets like Elisha were operating in power and obeying orders from Adonai, they, too, were men like us. The Book of James confirms this: “Elijah was a man just like us” (James 5:17, BSB). Elisha’s mentor, Elijah, one of the greatest prophets to ever live, once after slaughtering four-hundred-fifty false prophets of Baal, ran for his life and hid in a cave. He prayed to die. Was this over one woman named Jezebel? Or was God’s mouthpiece exhausted from the battle? Elijah was not unique in his suicidal weariness. Many mighty men in the Bible prayed to die, especially after intense battles and assignments. Moses requested to die after the people arose, murmuring and complaining:


I am not able to carry all these people by myself! The load is too heavy for me! If this is how You are treating me, kill me now! If I have found favor in Your eyes, kill me please—don’t let me see my own misery!


–Numbers 11:14-15, TLV

Jeremiah, Job, and Jonah also requested death and sang songs of grief. “May the day I was born perish, and the night that said, ‘A man is conceived!’” (Job 3:3, TLV). Jeremiah mimics this same plea: “Cursed be the day I was born! The day that my mother bore me—may it never be blessed!” (Jeremiah 20:14, TLV). Pashhur had Jeremiah beaten and put him in the stocks for speaking the words of God. It was after this that Jeremiah speaks of heartfelt grief over the attacks: 


Adonai, You enticed me, so I was enticed. You overpowered me, and prevailed. I am a laughingstock all day long. Everyone mocks me.


–Jeremiah 20:7, NASB

In verse 10, Jeremiah describes his intense hardships: 


“For I heard the whispering of many:” ‘Terror on every side?’ “Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” Even all my close friends are watching for my fall: “Perhaps he may be deceived, so we’ll get the better of him, and we’ll get our revenge on him.”


–Jeremiah 20:10, TLV

The trials and sorrows burdened the prophets so profoundly that they often could not bear what they experienced. Even after Elijah called fire down from heaven, it did not change Jezebel’s wicked heart. After Jeremiah, known as the weeping prophet, cried out to the people to repent year after year, his cries did not change the hard hearts or stiff necks of God’s people. The assaults the prophets encountered for the sake of the Gospel were horrendous. They were stoned, beheaded, thrown in prisons, cisterns, and hid in caves. The Book of Hebrews describes their fate, but they await a better resurrection:


Others were tortured and refused their release, so that they might gain a better resurrection. Still others endured mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.

They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they were put to death by the sword. They went around in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, oppressed, and mistreated.  The world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and hid in caves and holes in the ground.

–Hebrews 11:35-38, BSB


When going through an intense battle, we must be aware of what or who we are truly fighting against. We must look closely at the characters of men like David, Elijah, Elisha, and Jeremiah to see how they reacted to intense situations. In II Kings, Elisha's servant's eyes had to be opened to spiritual matters. His servant could not see the horses and chariots of fire. After Elisha prays, his servant has spiritual eyes to see heaven's armies, but the spiritual realm also involves darkness. When investigating the spirit realm, we uncover dark spirits, demons, and principalities. These mystical demonic circumstances are prevalent throughout the scriptures; even the magicians of Egypt could perform many signs by way of their secret art: 


But Pharaoh called the wise men and sorcerers and magicians of Egypt, and they also did the same things by their magic arts. Each one threw down his staff, and it became a serpent. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up the other staffs.


–Exodus 7:11-12, BSB

Not only do we uncover magicians in the Bible, but witches who summon up spirits of the dead. In I Samuel 28, a witch conjures up the spirit of Samuel from his rest. Samuel prophesies to Saul and tells him that he will be in the abode of the dead with Samuel the next day. The Bible states that witchcraft is the sin of disobedience. “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (I Samuel 15:23, NKJ). Witchcraft can blind the eyes and deafen the ears. King Saul, in disobedience, goes to a witch because he can no longer spiritually see or hear:


Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” I’m in great distress,” Saul answered. “The Philistines are waging war against me, and God has turned away from me—He doesn’t answer me anymore, whether by prophets or by dreams. So I called you up to tell me what I should do.


–I Samuel 28:15, TLV

King Saul ends up in a fearful condition. He is unable to hear Adonai's voice. When men like Saul, who are placed in authority and are anointed by Adonai, later fall into sin and disobedience, these types of men in leadership bring much harm upon themselves and others. At the end of Saul's life, he shares a meal with a witch. He sits on her bed, the place of intimacy, and eats the same meal prepared for the prodigal son, a calf and unleavened bread. At first, King Saul refuses to eat, but the wages of sin lead to death, and he continues down the road to Sheol as he is urged to fall deeper into darkness:


Saul refused, saying, “I will not eat.” But his servants joined the woman in urging him, and he heeded their voice. He got up from the ground and sat on the bed. The woman had a fattened calf at her house, and she quickly slaughtered it. She also took flour, kneaded it, and baked unleavened bread. She served it to Saul and his servants, and they ate. And that night they got up and left.


–I Samuel 28:24-25, BSB

In Luke 15, Yeshua tells a parable concerning the prodigal son whose eyes were opened to his spiritual condition and journeyed home to his loving Father who prepares a meal or merriment that his son who was lost is now found:


And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.


–Luke 15:23-24, ESV

In the newer portion of our Bibles, we read about men who try to cast out evil spirits but have no power. The spirits overtake the exorcists and leave them bloody and naked:  


Seven sons of a Jewish ruling kohen named Sceva were doing this. But the evil spirit answered them, “I know Yeshua and I know about Paul, but who are you?” Then the man with the evil spirit sprang at them, subduing and overpowering all of them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.


–Acts 19:14-16, TLV 

In Matthew 8, Mark 5, and Luke 8, Yeshua is casting out demons and sending them into pigs in the region of the Gadarenes. Yeshua did not try to bind anything or make the demonized men renounce Satan. He said, “Go!” and the demons left. My point in sharing these Biblical stories is to expound on the fact that the spiritual realm is mysterious and layered. Just as the ocean has many creatures that cannot be seen with the naked eye, we need the vision of Elisha to discern what we are battling. 

Most have heard of the murderous spirit working behind a person like King Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, but the spirit of Leviathan, too, is a ruthless battle to endure. The battle concerning Leviathan is both external and internal. It is an intense crushing that leaves the body spent. I compare the spirit of Leviathan to David running from King Saul year after year with Saul’s army of thousands hunting David down. The Father did not stop this murderous spirit. He allowed the attacks to continue and watched how His servant David would react. This type of battle is what builds the future king for his kingship.

Throughout I Samuel and II Samuel, David, the Father’s prophet and future king, is panting for water and hiding in the clefts of the rocks. David was seeking the Holy One daily for his life. He was writing some of the most astonishing passages in our Bibles. David writes songs, poetry, and prayers. His words come alive as he retells the crucifixion of Messiah in Psalms 22. Yes, beloved David was singing songs of praise to the Holy One using a poetic language where the rivers clap their hands, the mountains sing with joy, and the seas thunderously roars. David knew about the spirit of Leviathan that lies in the bellies of men. Job knew about this spirit and wrote several chapters to be covered later in the body of this work. Paul tasted Leviathan and was flung out to sea. Paul clung to a plank that flew from the ship in the darkness of the deep with the giant sea monsters. In II Corinthians 11, the apostle Paul, was sought after with such force that he was stoned and left for dead. “Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked. I spent a night and a day in the open sea” (II Corinthians 11:25, BSB). After this stoning is when Paul saw the third heavens (II Corinthians 12:2). These are examples of strong Leviathan spiritual attacks. When we carry the Holy One's light and truth, things rouse up and are bent on destroying us. Why? We are marked. We are called. We are His. We are hated. In Acts 23, men numbering more than 40 call for a fast just as Jezebel did. They vow not to eat until Paul is murdered:


When it was day, the Judean leaders formed a conspiracy. They bound themselves by an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul. There were more than forty who formed this plot. They went to the ruling kohanim and elders and said, “We have bound ourselves with a solemn oath to taste nothing until we have killed Paul.”


–Acts 23:12-14, TLV 

Like David, the Apostle Paul was marked with a bullseye. He gives details of his journey of suffering and the multiple attacks he endured. When we examine Paul’s journey and many trials, our complaints appear as mere trifles. In II Corinthians 11, Paul calls out the false apostles and those puffed up. He writes with sarcasm and says,“For I consider myself in no way inferior to the ‘super special’ emissaries” (II Corinthians 11:5, TLV). 

Continuing:


Yet whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I speak in foolishness—I dare, too.Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the descendants of Abraham? So am I.Are they servants of Messiah? I am more so—I speak like I’m out of my mind—in labors much more, in prisons much more, in beatings more brutal, near death often. Five times from the Jewish leaders I received forty lashes minus one.Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I suffered shipwreck. A night and a day I spent in the open sea. 26In my many journeys I have been in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the desert, dangers in the sea, dangers among false brothers, in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. Besides these other things, there is daily pressure on me of concern for all of Messiah’s communities.Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not burn with indignation?If I must boast, I will boast of my weakness.The God and Father of the Lord Yeshua, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 


–I Corinthians 11:21-31, TLV

Many men and women in the Bible suffered attacks. Prophets, especially, experience this thrashing sea serpent called Leviathan. When family, business, and ministry fall into significant offense or great difficulties, or when words and deeds have been twisted, and people are forming together to destroy the Holy One's anointed, one should be sure Leviathan is present. However, it is from this intense suffering that comes considerable oil—Adonai’s anointing oil. This twisting, coiling serpent named Leviathan works through the people around us and often those we love the most. The intense wrath is compared to a dragon’s flaming fire in the Book of Job:


Out of his [Leviathan’s


















	How can we rejoice through fiery trials?
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	What greater works do suffering and testing prove in us? Is there a higher calling or assignment connected that we cannot see?



	Do we forget that our Father is with us when we go through intense battles? 
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