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PROLOGUE

	The Prayer I Never Thought I Would Pray Again

	There was a time when I was certain I would never pray again.

	Not because I was angry with God. Not because I had reached some dramatic conclusion that faith was false. The truth was far less dramatic and far more common. I simply drifted.

	The God who had once occupied the center of my life gradually moved to the margins. Faith became something I associated with childhood memories, family traditions, and an earlier version of myself. I did not reject God so much as learn to live without Him.

	Years passed.

	I built a life. I pursued goals. I embraced opportunities. Like many people, I became convinced that meaning could be found in achievement, independence, and the freedom to define life on my own terms. From the outside, things appeared to be moving in the right direction.

	Yet beneath the accomplishments and ambitions, questions remained.

	Questions about purpose.

	Questions about truth.

	Questions about whether success alone could satisfy the deeper longings of the human heart.

	The further I traveled from the faith of my youth, the more I discovered that certain questions refused to disappear. They followed me through every stage of life. They surfaced during moments of celebration and disappointment alike. They emerged in quiet moments when distractions faded and I was left alone with my thoughts.

	What if there was more?

	What if the story I had inherited as a child was not something to outgrow but something I had never fully understood?

	What if God had not abandoned me at all?

	Those questions did not produce immediate answers. They began a journey.

	The road back to faith was neither simple nor quick. It involved doubt, skepticism, intellectual wrestling, and painful honesty. It required confronting assumptions I had carried for years. It demanded humility. Most of all, it required me to acknowledge a truth I had spent a long time avoiding:

	The hunger I felt was ultimately spiritual.

	No amount of success could fill it.

	No achievement could silence it.

	No distraction could eliminate it.

	For years, I believed I was searching for meaning, purpose, identity, and truth. Looking back now, I realize I was searching for God.

	Or perhaps more accurately, I was finally becoming aware that God had never stopped searching for me.

	This book is the story of that journey.

	It is not the story of someone who never struggled with doubt. It is the story of someone who did.

	It is not the story of a perfect faith. It is the story of a faith that was lost, questioned, challenged, and ultimately rediscovered.

	It is the story of childhood belief, adult skepticism, spiritual longing, and unexpected grace.

	Most importantly, it is the story of a God whose pursuit proved stronger than my wandering.

	Perhaps you are reading these pages because your own faith feels distant.

	Perhaps you are carrying questions that have remained unanswered for years.

	Perhaps you are somewhere between belief and unbelief, certainty and doubt, hope and skepticism.

	If so, you are not alone.

	This story is not merely about my journey.

	In many ways, it is about a journey shared by countless others—the search for truth, the longing for belonging, and the desire to find our way home.

	Mine began with a prayer I never thought I would pray again.

	And it changed everything.

	 


PART I

	THE FAITH I INHERITED

	 


Chapter 1

	The World That Raised Me

	Every life begins within a story that was already unfolding long before we arrived.

	Before we develop our own beliefs, opinions, ambitions, and convictions, we inherit a world. We inherit families, traditions, values, assumptions, and ways of seeing reality. Whether we embrace them or reject them later, these early influences leave marks that remain with us throughout life.

	When I look back on my journey of faith, I realize it did not begin with a dramatic conversion experience or a moment of spiritual awakening. It began in the ordinary world of my childhood.

	It began in a home where faith was simply part of life.

	Long before I understood theology, doctrine, or the complexities of belief, I was introduced to God through the people around me. Faith existed before I could explain it. It shaped my earliest understanding of right and wrong, purpose and identity, hope and fear.

	At the time, I took much of it for granted.

	Only years later would I recognize how deeply those early experiences had shaped me.

	Even during seasons when I questioned everything I believed, the foundations laid during childhood remained beneath the surface, quietly waiting for the day I would return to them.

	Family, Tradition, and First Beliefs

	My first lessons about God did not come from books.

	They came from people.

	They came from the ordinary rhythms of family life.

	Faith was woven into conversations, habits, celebrations, and routines. It was present in ways so natural that I rarely stopped to think about it. God was not
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