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Ari 

Ari Cardone didn't have to be invisible all the time, but she wanted to be. Who wouldn’t? She came and went as she pleased. She could listen to any conversation. She could go anywhere. She didn’t have to talk to anybody, and her skills and abilities were very much appreciated by the leaders of the Gemini Initiative.

No one, aside from her boss, Gray Spark, knew she was in the room today. He had set her up in the Gemini Initiative’s conference room a few minutes before his distinguished guests arrived. Leaning against the far wall, she’d be able to observe the prisoner and the leaders of the Pollux and Castor variants. A large conference room table in the shape of a C was set out for the meeting. In the space in middle of the C was a heavy chair that was bolted to the floor. The prisoner would be addressing the heads of each of the supernatural variants from that position, as well as being surrounded by other supes.

Yaz Frost strode in first. Her dossier said she had the ability to use ice in many interesting ways. Right now, she looked like an Indian version of Elsa. Ari resisted the urge to start singing Let it Go. Yaz was the leader of the Castor Consortium. The Castor variants tended to sit on their ass and hope that the norms wouldn’t try to kill them or make more supes, so Ari was surprised that the Consortium had decided to get involved in today’s meeting. Yaz took her place in one of the three seats at the head of the rounded edge of the C table.

Yaz was followed by a pair of supes who were in power suits and holding hands. They took their seats on the side next to Yaz on the curve of the C. That had to be Nick Storm and Sarah Bennett. They were a lawyer and real estate agent by day, and flying superheroes who patrolled the streets of New Athens City by night. Nick was a Pollux strain variant, like Ari. 

She understood why he was fighting crime. His “mate,” though, was a Castor strain variant. She should have been hiding from the riff-raff, not flying them out into the middle of the bay and dropping them in. They were also supposedly fated mates. Ari’s lip curled in disgust. She didn’t buy it. But she also couldn’t help but notice how happy they looked. When was the last time she saw a supe looking so happy and carefree?

The bastards at the Aethor Institute had mixed a special something in the Castor and Pollux milkshakes shortly before the Mercury variants had attacked and destroyed the place. It had been a rumor that for every Pollux variant there was a Castor who had been genetically modified to be their perfect mate. After ten years, that rumor had almost faded into legend. Until now.

Ari wasn’t worried that there was a Castor man out there that she was destined to be with or chemically attracted to. She had been long gone by the time the scientists decided they were going to breed their super soldiers instead of trying to change existing humans to supernatural beings. 

Ari had taken the deal that the Aethor Institute had offered her once her powers manifested. It wasn’t much of a choice. She could have either rotted in a cage or made money. She chose to let them believe she would accept a salary of two hundred thousand dollars a year to be a spy for them. She had passed all their lie detector tests and had even agreed to be injected with a slow-acting poison. They had told her if she didn't report in every month to the Aethor Institute to get the antidote, she would die.

Of course, what the Aethor Institute hadn’t known, was that Ari already had the antidote’s ingredients list and had been in the lab watching the scientists make both the poison and the antidote. With that data firmly in hand, she’d agreed to do whatever they wanted her to do. 

Ari pretended to be an obedient employee until she had perfected the antidote. Then she put the Aethor Institute in her rearview mirror and did whatever the hell she wanted to until the leader of the Gemini Initiative contacted her. And she had been working for them ever since. She didn’t make two hundred grand a year, but she didn’t work for assholes, either.

The next supe to show up to the meeting was Rick Charming, the Pollux Legion’s director. Ari resisted the urge to look for a tin foil hat to put on. Rick was a mentalist. The Aethor Institute that had created all of them must have put something extra special in the drink they had given Rick. Or he had some talent to read minds and control them before the Institute enhanced him. Either way, he was the most dangerous to her. If he sensed her mind in this room, her cover was blown.

Forcing herself to keep her mind blank and her breathing calm, she remained still until he took his seat at the top of the C next to Yaz and started to chat her up.

Another couple came in next. Ari remembered from her notes that this was Peter Strong and Brynn Davis, another matched pair. Peter was a reporter and the reason they were here today. His other half—literally, if you believed that the Aethor Institute genetically altered pheromones and body chemistry to find a perfect breeding pair—was a physical trainer. Ari was glad that there was no fated mate out there for her. She was alone and liked it that way. The last thing she needed was an overabundance of hormones flooding through her system and clouding her judgment.

Peter had been kidnapped by an unknown hostile force who had been sailing for an underwater laboratory out in the Pacific Ocean somewhere. Brynn and Peter had managed, with the help of a few Gemini Initiative operatives, to bring one of the kidnappers back alive.

They were all going to take turns questioning him today. Ari had her money on Rick Charming getting all the data. Hopefully, he’d do it in a way that they would all hear what the kidnapper had to say.

Striding into the room next were two supes that always made her want to run the other way, even if she was invisible. All conversation stopped as the Castor and the Pollux strain variants stared at the newcomers.

The newcomers were mutated humans who were built like bodybuilders and could probably give Peter and Brynn a good fist-to-fist battle. These supes had gills in their necks and webbed hands and feet. They were covered in iridescent scales. Their eyes were as black and soulless as a shark’s, and when they smiled, it was the stuff of nightmares, all jagged teeth and rotted fish breath. 

“All that’s missing is their tridents,” Gray Spark, the head of the Gemini Initiative, said as he appeared in the doorway. He paused for dramatic effect and then continued, “This is Pisc and Ichth. Mercury strain variants.”

The supes at the table took in a collective breath. Pisc and Ichth chuckled, and it sounded like glass shattering.

“I thought you had all been destroyed
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