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Introduction

Once again it is a delight to offer studies of men (for on this occasion no studies of women have been written) who in their own time have spent their lives, or in some cases part of their lives, as geographers. As one of this year’s contributors noted, some geographers have regarded history and geography as inseparable when dealing with landscapes. It is equally true when dealing with the writers of geography, for possibly to a greater extent than they realised they reflected in their work their own circumstances of time and place. The cruel death of Jerzy Smolenski (1881-1940) in the first days of 1940 ended a life of singular quality and dedication to Poland, and to good causes such as the creation of national parks with environmental conservation while the irony that Leo Waibel (1888-1951) had a Jewish wife led to exile in America which academically was one of the most fruitful periods of his life. One tragedy was the removal of Alfred Hettner (1859-1941) from the editorial chair of the Geographische Zeitschrift in 1935 after he had produced the journal for forty years with twelve numbers each year, all because his mother was half-Jewish. It is not surprising that at the IGU Congress of 1938 at Amsterdam the comment was made that the German delegation was more remarkable for the people who were not there than for those who were. Now there is another German academic outlook, appreciative of its scholars, better represented in this volume of Geographers than in some earlier issues, much to the satisfaction of its editor who would remind reviewers that he cannot publish what he does not receive.

Heidelberg is free again and so is Cracow. On a visit in 1973 to the great Jagiellon University of Cracow members of the IGU Commission on the History of Geographical Thought saw some of the models used by Copernicus (1473-1543) when he was there more than four hundred years ago. Like his contemporaries he was eager to understand the world in relation to the universe and to proceed from observation to observation, indeed to provide a mathematically sound cartography. Spending much of his life as a solitary scientist he was imbued with concern for social issues. Revolutionary as his theories of the world were, he was fortunate enough to avoid ecclesiastical censure at a time when that could have serious consequences. Among his contemporaries, Gregor Reisch (c. 1470-1525) spent much of his life in monastic seclusion though with access to the Emperor as a scientific adviser as well as a father confessor. He and Apianus (who died in 1552 but whose year of birth is uncertain) belonged to the old order rather than to the new thought of the Renaissance period, though Apianus had a wide range of enquiry as an astronomer and astrologer and was a pioneer cartographer, known also for his heart-shaped map projection.

Three geographers working in the eighteenth century are discussed here. Of these Anton Friedrich Büsching (1724-1793) is undoubtedly the best known and it is not unusual to see him mentioned in various books and papers dealing with the current ferment of ideas in geography. and the two others of this period, both Russians, lived at a time when there was an upsurge of modernity throughout the heartland of the Old World, based on the old and new cities of European Russia but with the understanding that a vast area lay open to settlement and economic expansion. The Russians, like the Americans, had no need to go overseas to acquire an empire. Vasili Nikitich Tatishchev (1686-1750), the earlier of the two, was an administrator who regarded cartography as a basic need of his time. Apparently it was he who defined the boundary between Europe and Asia that to the outside world seemed fictional long before Mackinder was writing on the heartland, but he advanced scientific reasons for his continental divide. As an administrator Tatishchev knew the use of boundaries, and to him also hydrographic survey seemed valuable. To him history and geography appeared to be inseparable, a view to be shared by so many geographers of a later time, and though empirical in his work he was looking for a philosophical approach. Perhaps the other great Russian discussed here, Mikhail Vasilyevich Lomonosov (1711-1765) was even more eager to share in the current modernization, which he thought could be aided by a thorough geographical survey. In his work there was a constant search for relationship, though he was emphatic on the need for observation as a basic scientific method. The opening up of the world during the eighteenth century, though a mere prelude to what was to occur in the nineteenth century, was an inspiration to many geographers. Anton Friedrich Büsching was a theologian and pedagogue, who became a geographer with a religious purpose. He too had the idea of relationship and was not alone in asking what should be included — and what should not — in a geographical description. In dealing with people he found a basic question was what man had made of his opportunities over the whole world. Covering all countries was to become for many generations an aim of education, and Büsching — in this and in other ways — influenced the work of Carl Ritter and Alexander von Humboldt who are frequently regarded as inaugurators of the classical period of geography.

Of the sixteen other geographers discussed here only two, both French, belong entirely to the nineteenth century, Louis Vivien de Saint-Martin (1802-1896) and Ludovic Drapeyron (1839-1901). Vivien de Saint-Martin lived so long that his death was hardly noticed and only the briefest comment was made in the rising new journal, the Annales de Géographie. Possibly his service to geography, through his work for the Société de Géographie, his editing of the Année Géographique, his atlas compilation, school text books and other activities has been undervalued for people who were encyclopaedists by temperament or circumstances are likely to be less favoured than those who provide inspiration. But he lived at a time when material of relevance to geography was flowing in a flood tide through the expansion of colonial powers, the penetration of the world by new means of transport and the apparently unlimited opportunities for trade. A new geography must be based on facts. With this outlook Ludovic Drapeyron was in general agreement, for he said that ‘the earth would belong to those who knew it best’ and saw vividly the educational values of geography for people of his own and of later times. The advance of geography in the universities was perhaps impeded by a failure to present a clear methodology, though the development of world mapping in the nineteenth century opened new doors of opportunity for geographers.

What could be more relevant to human experience than a study of the earth and man? The upsurge of the field sciences in the nineteenth century, the new opportunities of travel, the steady acquisition of data on continents little known before, all helped to make geography attractive. Three famous geographers born in the 1850s are studied here. Two of them, Aleksei Petrovich Pavlov (1854-1929) and Rollin D Salisbury (1858-1922), were initially geologists, drawn gradually through their studies in Russia and America to a study of landforms and — especially in the case of Pavlov — soils, on which so much has been achieved by Russian workers. Such study provided a firm basis for the regional approach that was to be not only crucial in geography but almost unquestioned until the post-1945 years. Salisbury remained a geologist to the end of his life, though as chairman of the Geography Department in the University of Chicago he welcomed as permanent or visiting members of staff people of widely differing views on geography. Unlike Pavlov and Salisbury, Alfred Hettner (1859-1941) was trained as a geographer. Long overseas travel was expected of a European geographer of his time but he is now remembered most as a philosopher among geographers, working out its possibilities, partly through the publication of papers in the Geographische Zeitschrift. In him, as in his great German predecessors Ritter and von Humboldt, there was the wish to know the whole world, and through his work regional geography became respected, even for a time dominant. This did not preclude other approaches, for Hettner himself wrote on political geography during and after the First World War.

Slowly geography penetrated the universities of the world, though many envious glances were directed towards Germany from other countries. One advantage of a university is that through goodwill or perhaps inevitability of circumstances it tolerates the intellectual eccentricity of its members, at least to some extent. The eleven geographers still to be considered, from Gradmann born in 1865 to Raisz in 1893, all had a marked individuality expressed in their work, derived partly from their initial education. Of the three Germans, Robert Gradmann (1865-1950) was trained for the ministry of the Lutheran Church and became widely known for his botanical work, which led him in his thirties, with the encouragement of Hettner, to become a geographer. In his writings he showed a strong wish to discern origins, to reconstruct past landscapes, in short to chart the evolution of the man-made environment so that he became a regional geographer deeply imbued with an historical approach. Otto Schlüter (1872-1959) was a student of geography as an undergraduate and adopted an historical regional approach with a special concern for human settlements. Leo Heinrich Waibel (1888-1951), a student of Hettner, turned apparent misfortunes to advantages, for he was a prisoner of war in Africa from 1914-19 and an exile in USA and South America from 1939 to a short time before his death in Germany. Through his regional studies in these areas, he developed a firmly-based economic geography of world resources that seems particularly relevant in 1982 to readers of the Brandt Report on world hunger and disparity of living standards. These three great German geographers were all basically regionalists but they went further, arguably with greater distinction because they had so firm a basis in fieldwork and observation.

French and German geographers had a wide influence on other countries by the early part of the twentieth century. This is seen, for example, in the work of two Romanian geographers briefly treated here, Nicolae Orghidan (1881-1967) and Mihai David (1886-1954), both of whom studied geography as undergraduates. Implanted firmly in Romanian geography was the study of geomorphology as a basis for a regional treatment: as it happened David was a follower of Emmanuel de Martonne and W.M. Davis, and Orghidan of Penck. In Poland Jerzy Smolenski (1881-1940) was initially a geologist but made the transition — by no means unique — to geomorphology and then to a wider regional geography, particularly of Poland. But of all geographers Takuji Ogawa (1870-1941) had perhaps the strangest path to the subject. Rooted in a scholarly family, he was given an education based on Chinese classics as a potential philosopher but on seeing the effects of an earthquake became a geologist and geographer, working in both for the rest of his life, and ranking as one of the founders of modern geography in Japan.

All the four remaining geographers discussed in this volume were individualists, finding their own way of working. Erwin Josephus Raisz (1893-1968), Hungarian born but American by adoption, stands out as a cartographer of superb quality. Charles Carlyle Colby (1884-1965) is known mostly for a remarkable pioneer paper on urban geography but his range of research enquiry was wide and fruitful not only in the University of Chicago but also in various government enquiries. He was in effect an applied geographer, all the more effectively because he had so much geography to apply. Archibald Grenfell Price (1892-1977) was a devoted citizen of Australia, wisely recognizing that its population policy was the main challenge of the time and of the future. In an atmosphere charged with polemic and controversy he discussed such problems with sincerity of scholarship. In England, Charles Bungay Fawcett (1883-1952) is now best remembered for his work on conurbations and administrative units, derived in part from the regional emphasis given to the teaching in the early days of the Oxford School of Geography (and since), as well as in books and speeches by Sir Patrick Geddes, for his work on political geography now seems to belong to a past era that can never return. He was in many ways an applied geographer, much concerned with world food problems, pragmatically minded and practical rather than imaginative and visionary.

Senior geographers may well reflect on occasion on the fallibility of judgement in their own writings. It is sad to remember that in an edition of a book on Ireland, one considered that peace had been achieved in Northern Ireland and that historic tensions had lessened. Oh that it were so! Everyone works at some time and in some place and biographical study may well reveal why people thought as they did at particular times. That geographers have in general been good citizens, eager to use their abilities for the general welfare of society, is clear whether one studies eighteenth century Russians who saw the significance of soil study or twentieth century Americans realizing that the frontier of challenge to achievement no longer lies in the ill-watered western interior but in the socially and economically deprived areas of the continent’s great cities.

T. W. Freeman

Note:

Intending authors are asked to write to Professor T. W. Freeman, 1 Thurston Close, Abingdon, OX14 5RD, England, who will send information for authors of biobibliographical studies.
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Peter Apianus

1495 or 1501-1552
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KARL HOHEISEL

Petrus Apianus gained renown equally as an astronomer, mathematician, cartographer and geographer. The Ptolemic view of the universe found in him its last notable representative. He was highly esteemed, especially because of his intricate devices and apparatuses for depicting the mechanics of the heavens, and was eventually raised into the nobility by the Emperor. Beyond this, his surprisingly accurate observations prepared the way for the modern study of comets. In the field of cartography the heart-shaped projection bearing his name remained the method best suited for the cartographic representation of the earth in its entirety, until it was replaced by the Mercator projection. Although his understanding of geography was firmly based in the Ptolemeic tradition, his Cosmographicus liber, mainly because of its great significance for navigation, became the most widely circulated text- and handbook throughout Europe in the sixteenth century.

1. EDUCATION, LIFE AND WORK

Petrus Apianus belonged by descent to the old and respected family of Bienewitz (also spelled Bennewitz or Pennewitz). As he began his scholarly career in Leipzig, his name was given the Latin form ‘Apianus’, which derived, as had his German name as well, from the root meaning ‘bee’. Nothing is known about his parents beyond their names: Martin and Gertrud. All that is known about his earliest childhood is that he was born in Leisnig, between Dresden and Leipzig in the old Duchy of Saxony. Most sources list his year of birth as 1495, but in the family history the year 1501 is given. Either date is conceivable
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Chronology



	1495
	(Probably, but the year 1501 is also given) born in Leisnig on April 21



	1516
	Entered University of Leipzig, and later went to Vienna



	1523
	Left Vienna to reside at Ingoldstadt



	1524
	Published his Cosmographicus liber and Practica teutsch



	1527
	Became an ordinarius for mathematics at Ingoldstadt University and opened his printing house



	1540
	Dedicated his Astronomicum Caesareum to the Emperor Karl and his brother King Ferdinand of Saxony



	1541
	Met the Emperor Karl who made him an Imperial Knight: also honoured in this year by the Pope



	1544
	The Emperor made him a Count of the Palatine Court



	1552
	Died on July 21 and buried in the Franciscan Church at Ingoldstadt
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