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Indiana’s Timeless Tales - 1805 – 1811

From Stage 2 to Tippecanoe

Indiana History Timeline

Paul R. Wonning

Description

The conflict between the American Indian tribes in the Indiana Territory increased in the years leading up to the War of 1812. The three dominant personalities, William Henry Harrison, Tecumseh and Tenskwatawa, the Prophet, came to a head at the November 7, 1811 Battle of Tippecanoe.

Tenskwatawa

Also called the Prophet, Tenskwatawa's vision while awakening from a drunken stupor foretold two paths for the Indians. One path was to adopt White man's ways and endure lives of pain and torment; the other to forsake their ways and return to their own customs and lifestyles. Preaching to the natives, his following grew and helped strengthen his brother Tecumseh's dream of a wider confederacy of tribes to resist White encroachment into their territory. 

Tecumseh

The great Shawnee leader arose in the turbulent years before the War of 1812. Tecumseh worked incessantly to unite the tribes of the Eastern United States into a great confederacy to resist White encroachment into the native lands. He and his brother Tenskwatawa established a great village on the banks of the Wabash called Prophetstown, which became a collection point of warriors that worked to resist the Whites. His efforts brought him into direct conflict with the Governor of the Indiana Territory, William Henry Harrison. 

William Henry Harrison

The son of a Founding Father and Virginia planter, Harrison used an army career to advance to his position to the powerful governorship of the Indiana Territory. His desire to acquire more Indian land and increase White settlement in the Indiana Territory put him at odds with Tecumseh and the Prophet. 

Indian War

The strife between the three men led to increased Indian raids on the populace of the Indiana and Illinois Territories. As the threat of war increased and the population of Indians grew at Prophetstown, Harrison feared an outbreak of war. To stifle Tecumseh's confederacy, he gathered an army and marched on Prophetstown, leading to the Battle of Tippecanoe and the crippling of Tecumseh's dream.
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December 05, 1804 - Second Stage of Territorial Government Begins- Indiana
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The election in September for voters to decide on the establishment of a Territorial Legislature had resulted in a favorable vote. The vote totals were, 198 in favor, 51 opposed. 

Indiana Governor William Henry Harrison issued a proclamation declaring that the Indiana Territory advanced to Stage 2 government. This meant that the Territory was entitled to have an elected legislature.
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Settlements in Indiana - 1804
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In 1805 the Indiana Territory population was about 5000, with about five towns established in the area that would become the state. 

Fort Wayne

The site that had been originally the Miami village of Kekionga by 1804 consisted of a wood stockade fort and a few log cabins. Factor John Johnson and Indian Agent William Wells both had their headquarters there. Most of the cabins were occupied by French fur traders that conducted their trade in the village. The French had established a fort and trading post on the site in 1722 they called Fort des Miami.  Wayne had ordered construction of the fort and commenced construction on September 22, 1794. Wayne had appointed Lieutenant Colonel Hamtramck as commander of the fort. Hamtramck retained command until 1796. In 1802 a trading house had been constructed as a warehouse, or "factory," used by Factor John Johnson to distribute goods to the Indians. Indian agent William Wells distributed the $1,000 annual annuity payment from his headquarters to the Miami, Delaware, and Potawatomi tribes. Captain Nathan Heald was commander of the military post, which had a garrison of 40 troops. In 1802 a council house had been constructed in which meetings and treaty negotiations took place.  

Vincennes

Established as a fur trading post in 1732, Vincennes was the largest town in the Indiana Territory and served as capital of the Territory. With a population of about 1500 people, it was near the center of the Territory when it was established. The structure, called the Red House because of the color it is painted, was constructed in 1805 and housed the Indiana Territorial Assembly from 1805 until 1813. Elihu Stout had a print shop and published a newspaper in Vincennes. The one room cabin that served as the Vincennes Academy had been built in 1801 and served as Indiana's first institution of higher education. To the north of town on the banks of the Wabash Fort Knox II was built in 1803 and would house a garrison of troops until 1813, when the stockade was moved closer to the center of Vincennes. Governor William Henry Harrison built his home, Grouseland, in 1803 and is probably the first brick home constructed in what is now Indiana. The Red House, Elihu Stout's print shop and Grouseland still stand. 

Clarksville

Established in 1783, the town was situated on a point on the lower end of the Falls of the Ohio. Because the site was frequently flooded and the Falls made shipping on the river difficult, Clarksville failed to prosper. George Rogers Clark had built a one room cabin on the site in 1805. His brother William joined him the same year and launched his famous expedition from the site later that year. By 1804 the town apparently contained only Clark's one room cabin and a shack occupied by his servants. An attempt to build a canal around the Falls was attempted by the Indiana Canal Company in 1805, however the project failed to be completed. 

Jeffersonville

Laid out in 1802, the town received a post office in 1803 and became the county seat of Clark County in 1802. A few cabins and businesses lined the Ohio River, providing the approximately 700 residents with homes and sustenance. Samuel Gwathmey built the first frame house in Jeffersonville in 1803. Marston G. Clark had established a ferry in 1803, connecting the town with Louisville, Kentucky across the river. 

Springville

Platted around 1800, Springville was located on an Indian trail that led north from the Falls of the Ohio. A pioneer road called the Springville Trace led from the prospering village west into current Floyd County where it joined the Buffalo Trace. 

A French fur trader established a trading post at the site, at the intersection of four Amerindian trails in 1799. One of the trails went into the area now known as Cincinnati and one other to Detroit. Though the natives called it Tulley Town after early resident Charles Tully, the abundance of good springs led to its official name. The town had seven streets, four north/south and three east west. The street names derived from trees in the area. Because natives imbibed too much whiskey after trading at the trading post and became unruly, most whites shunned the area. Springville became the county seat when the Territorial Assembly formed Clark County in 1801. However, the seat moved to Jeffersonville in 1802. Most residents abandoned the settlement by 1813 after Charlestown was formed. The approximate location of the town was on Jackson Road north of Indiana State Road 62 in Charlestown. 

Lawrenceburg 

Platted in 1802 by Samuel Vance, James Hamilton, and Benjamin Chambers, by 1804 the town included a ferry house, several log houses and a warehouse. The original plat included 196 lots that faced the Ohio River. A town jail occupied the town square. Also included in the small, growing village was a general store, a tavern chair manufacturer, and a blacksmith shop. Benjamin Parke, a circuit judge that lived in Vincennes, held court in the home of William Morgan. Dennis Duskey maintained a trading boat that traveled between Cincinnati and Lawrenceburg. The boat departed Lawrenceburg every Monday, weather permitting, carrying freight and passengers to Cincinnati, and returning with the same type of cargo. Frequent flooding of the Ohio River kept the town from growing very fast. 

Utica

Located at the junction of Utica Pike and Old Salem Road, Utica hugs the north bank of the Ohio River. One of the oldest towns in Indiana, the town served as an important ferry link between Indiana and Kentucky.

History

James Noble Wood settled in Utica and platted the town in 1795. The original town had 220 lots. Wood operated a ferry in Utica, connecting the town with Kentucky across the Ohio River. The site, a few miles above the Falls of the Ohio, proved ideal, as the river was less dangerous here. The town grew, centered around the ferry. Stagecoaches, wagons and other travelers used the ferry to travel across the river. 

James Noble Wood (December 26, 1768 - March 25, 1826)

Wood and his wife, Margaret Smith Woods, settled in the area north of the Ohio River around 1795. Wood established the town of Utica and a ferry business, the first in the area. He also became one of the first Territorial judges. Wood and his wife are interred at Hillcrest Cemetery in Utica.
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December 06, 1804 - Wayne County Petitions for New Territory - Michigan 

The vast size of the Indiana Territory prevented residents in Wayne County, now Michigan, from participating in Territorial government. Few, if any, had been able to vote in the election for a status change from Stage 1 to Stage 2 Territorial status because Harrison's proclamation had not arrived in time to stage a vote. Thus, on December 6, 1804, residents in Wayne County dispatched a petition to Congress in which they voiced a desire to organize their own territory.
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December 28, 1804 - John Johnson Appointed Chief Justice of First Territorial Supreme Court
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John Johnson (? - September 17, 1817)

Historians know little of Johnson's early life. A native of Pennsylvania, Kentucky or Virginia, he moved to Vincennes in the Indiana Territory in 1804 and started a law practice. He helped the Indiana Territory achieve "second grade" status, which meant the territory was entitled to non-voting congressional representation in the United States House of Representatives. He gained election to the Territorial assembly and, together with a man named John Rice Jones, helped codify the laws of the territory. The Territorial Assembly adopted this code with some revisions, and it became the foundation of Territorial law until Statehood was achieved in 1816. When Jonathan Jennings became president of the Constitutional Convention in Corydon in 1816, he appointed Johnson the task of drafting the judicial section. Jennings appointed Johnson as Chief Justice of the Indiana Supreme Court, his term beginning December 28, 1816. The other Justices were James Scott and Jesse Holman. The court went into session in May. Johnson died during the court's first recess, before any major decisions were made.
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1804 - First Book Published in Indiana Territory
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Eli Stout published the first book in the Indiana Territory in 1804. The book bore the title of "Laws adopted by the governor and the judges at their second and third begun and held at Saint Vincennes 30th January 1802, and February 16th, 1803.”

The book was published by Eli Stout 1804. This 84-page book included all the laws passed in the second, third and fourth session of the assembly.
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Tecumseh (March 1768 – October 5, 1813) 

Tecumseh rose to become a great Shawnee chief and leader of Tecumseh's Confederacy. His birth probably took place near Old Chillicothe, in present day Ohio. His father, Puckshinwa, probably was a Creek. His mother, Methotaske, was a Shawnee. Colonials killed his father at the 1774 Battle of Point Pleasant. His upbringing during in the Ohio Country exposed him to constant warfare and upheaval as the whites continued to pour into first the Ohio Territory, then the Indiana Territory. During his lifetime he saw the constant erosion of native lands and culture. After his father's death at the hands of whites, Tecumseh vowed to be "a fire spreading over the hill and valley, consuming the race of dark souls." 

Tecumseh's Rise

Tecumseh in the years immediately after the battle lived in the southwest part of the future state of Ohio, first on the banks of Deer Creek and later along the Great Miami River. Around 1796 Tecumseh, accompanied by his brother, Tenskwatawa, and sister, Tecumapease, moved their village into a region along the White River in the future state of Indiana. Tecumapease had become the main chief of Tecumseh's band The area was mainly inhabited with bands of Lenape (Delaware) and Shawnee. The tribes were suffering from the loss of their lands and disruption of their culture. Disease and poverty also afflicted them. Many succumbed to alcoholism. During these troubled times several prophets arose among the tribes promising to rectify the wrongs inflicted upon them. Tecumseh's brother, Tenskwatawa, became one of these. He preached that the people should abandon the culture of the invading Europeans and wear only traditional native clothing, eat only native food, and retain their traditional lifestyle. Tecumseh during this time married three times and had one son, Paukeesaa, whom Tecumapease, raised. Sometime in 1805 Tecumseh, along with a growing band of adherents moved into the region around Fort Greenville, in violation of the Treaty of Greenville. Hoping to establish a union of several tribes to maintain their traditions. Tecumseh also began traveling to other tribes as far away as the Eastern Seaboard of the United States in his attempt to form a great confederation of tribes to rise against white domination.
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January 03, 1805 - Voters Select First Delegates to Indiana Territory Assembly
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As per Harrison's proclamation, voters in the Indiana Territory voted for their choice of delegates to serve in the first elected Territorial assembly.
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January 11, 1805 - Congress Creates Michigan Territory
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Settlers in the Detroit and other areas in the northern part of the Indiana Territory had elected no delegates to the assembly that would form in Vincennes because they had not received the notice in time to hold elections. Because of the vast distances involved and difficulty of travel residents in that region had requested that Congress establish a separate territory to make it easier to govern. Congress complied with the request on January 11, 1805, by separating the Michigan Territory from the Indiana Territory. The Act creating the territory would become effective on June 30, 1805. The Act also created Indiana's northern boundary.
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April 1805 - John Kimberlin Purchases First Land in Scott County
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Visitors to Scott County will find this historical marker noting the first land purchaser in what would become Scott County. 

Title of Marker:

John Kimberlin Farm

Location:

5765 S. Westport Road, 0.2 mile northwest of SR 362, Nabb. (Scott County, Indiana)

Installed by:

2001 Indiana Historical Bureau, Preservation Alliance, Inc., and Scott County Community Foundation.

Marker ID #: 

72.2001.2

Marker Text: 

Side one:

Kimberlin, a Revolutionary War veteran, was first person to purchase land in what is now Scott County. In 1804 he bought Tract 264 of land grant to soldiers of George Rogers Clark. His family settled 1805 in a well-built cabin northwest of here, cleared land, built fences, and farmed. He and his wife are buried in the cemetery southwest of here.

Side two:

After Pigeon Roost Massacre in September 1812, his cabin was converted to fortified blockhouse and sheltered area settlers. Nearly 600 mounted volunteers from Kentucky and Indiana Territory came to protect the area, encamped on his land, and used his supplies. He petitioned the U.S. Congress in 1832 for payment and received $150 in 1834.

John Kimberlin (June 02, 1751 - April 30, 1835)

The son of Son of Johan Jacob Peter and Sarah Clendenin Kimberlin, John was native to A native of Virginia. Kimberlin served in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War.  He had Ruth Jones married in 1779. The couple would have 11 children. After the war he and his two sons, Daniel and Isaack, and wife Ruth voyaged down the Ohio River by flatboat in April 1805. The family settled on current Kimberlin Creek, near a generous spring that still flows. Felling huge white oak trees, the Kimberlin family built the cabin from the logs near the spring. The white oak provided a sturdy cabin that stood until 1876. It was this cabin that the militia converted to a blockhouse for protection against native attacks. 

John and his wife lie in a cemetery nearby in unmarked graves. The Scott County Cemetery Commission has cleared and restored the cemetery.
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February 01, 1805 - Indiana Territorial Assembly Meets First Time

The members of Indiana Territory's legislature met in Vincennes for the first time on February 1, 1805. Their main task was to assemble a list of ten candidates for the upper house, the Territorial's Council. After compiling the list, the assembly submitted the list to Harrison and then adjourned.
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February 07, 1805 - Indiana Territorial Members Pick List of Ten for Upper Chamber
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The Act that created the Indiana Territory had established a bicameral assembly consisting of a lower chamber of elected representatives and an upper chamber of councilors. The Act decreed that the representatives would compile a list of ten men, from which the President would pick five. On February 7, 1805, the representatives had compiled their list and dispatched it on to the President.
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February 16, 1805 - First Ferry Across Wabash Licensed
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Vincennes, established by the French around 1732, became an important not only as a river port on the Wabash with easy access to the Ohio River, but also as the crossing point for the Buffalo Trace. On February 16. 1805. Vincennes issued a license to operate a ferry across the Wabash River to Francis Vigo. 

The Buffalo Trace

The Buffalo Trace began in the prairies of Illinois as the herds of buffalo headed east toward the licks. It crossed the Wabash River near the site of Vincennes, Indiana, providing the French with an ideal spot to establish the trading post that became the city. It crossed southern Indiana, nearing the Ohio River at its shallowest point, the Falls of the Ohio. After crossing the river, the bison traveled across northern Kentucky until they reached the area of the licks. In places, the Trace was up to twenty feet wide. Amerindians used the trace to both hunt the bison and travel cross-country. Since it connected the Ohio, Wabash and Mississippi Rivers the trace provided a highway for the white settlers that wished to go west. Today portions of U. S. 150 follow the Trace, which is now part of the National Scenic Byways Program. 

Francis Vigo (December 13, 1747-March 22, 1836) 

Historians know little of Vigo's early life other than that he was native to a town in northern Italy called Mondovi. Vigo Joined a Spanish regiment. The Spanish army sent him to New Orleans, which was a Spanish possession at the time. After receiving his discharge from the army, Vigo migrated to St. Louis and began a fur trading business. His business thrived, making him quite successful by 1772. When George Rogers Clark captured Kaskaskia, on the Mississippi River on July 4, 1778, Vigo decided to support the American cause. He visited the American encampment and found that the expedition was on the verge of failing due to want of supplies. Vigo supplied Clark with the much-needed supplies and then traveled to Vincennes, which Clark had captured earlier in the year. The British had recaptured Vincennes in December and took Vigo prisoner when he arrived. The British commander released Vigo upon his promise that he would not travel to Kaskaskia with intelligence about the British forces guarding Vincennes. Vigo, true to his word, returned to St. Louis. After his arrival in St. Louis, he had satisfied his promise. Then he went to Clark in Kaskaskia and informed him of the tenuous British position in Vincennes. Clark recaptured Vincennes in February 1779. Vigo migrated to Vincennes around 1783. He spent the next fifty years of his life in Vincennes.
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July 05, 1805 - First Territorial Legislature Convened
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The first Indiana Territorial legislature consisted of seven members in the House of Representatives and 5 Councilors. The President had received the list of ten forwarded by the House, however, since he did not know them, he demurred, transferring the authority to Governor Harrison. These councilors would serve until 1809, when the posts were elected by the people. The Assembly met in the home of French merchant Antoine Marchal, which stood at the northwest corner of Second and Broadway Streets in Vincennes. The Assembly hired a doorkeeper who was in charge of opening and closing the building.
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June 30, 1805 - Michigan Territory Formalized
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The congressional act that created the Michigan Territory passed on January 11, 1805, took effect on this day.
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July 15, 1805 - Buffalo Trace Surveyed
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The 1804 Treaty of Vincennes had included a clause in which the tribes ceded a tract of land that extended from a point on the eastern edge of the Vincennes Tract and extended on a southeasterly direction towards the Falls of the Ohio. The northern boundary would parallel the course of the Buffalo Trace as a straight line that would be no further than 1/2 mile north of the Buffalo Trace. To locate the course of this boundary line, someone would have to survey the Buffalo Trace. Surveyor William Rector began the task of surveying the Buffalo Trace on July 15, 1805. 

William Rector (1773-1826)

The son of Frederick and Elizabeth Connor Rector, William was native to Rectortown, Fauquier, Virginia. A noted frontiersman and surveyor, in 1805 Rector received appointment to survey the Buffalo Trace. The survey work Rector completed in Indiana provided the foundation for later surveys in the state. After completing this survey, William settled in Perry County, becoming the first recorded settler in the region. He encouraged his five brothers to settle in the area and join his surveying business, which they did. They continued doing survey work in Indiana and in Illinois. 

William and Constance Lee married in 1821. The couple had eight children. Rector later moved to Illinois and received the appointment as a brigadier general in the Illinois militia, during the War of 1812. He continued his survey work in Illinois and later in Missouri and Arkansas. Considered one of the best surveyors in the West, he received appointment as the Surveyor General of the Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas Territories in 1816, after moving to St. Louis. He also gained election to the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis in 1817 and served as a delegate to the State's constitutional convention in 1820. In 1824 a conflict between Joshua Barton and William led to Rector's challenging Barton to a duel. Rector killed Barton in the duel, after which his surveying license was revoked. He passed away in 1826.
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August 21, 1805 - Treaty of Grouseland Signed
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Treaty of Grouseland

Increasing dissatisfaction among the various tribes over the compensation they received from their lands ceded to the United States, Harrison invited to tribes to gather at Grouseland for a conference in August 1805. Harrison negotiated a treaty with the Amerindian tribes to compensate them for land lost due to white encroachment along the Ohio River. The tribes involved included the Miami, Wea, Piankeshaw, Kickapoo, Pottawatomie, Shawnee and Lenape tribes. Article 3 of the treaty outlined the scope of compensation the United States Government would pay the various tribes:

"In consideration of the cession made in the preceding article, the United States will give an additional permanent annuity to said Miamis, Eel River, and Wea tribes, in the following proportions, viz: to the Miamis, six hundred dollars; to the Eel River tribe, two hundred and fifty dollars; to the Weas, two hundred and fifty dollars; and also to the Putawatemies, an additional annuity of five hundred dollars, for ten years, and no longer; which, together with the sum of four thousand dollars which is now delivered, the receipt whereof they do hereby acknowledge, is to be considered as a full compensation for the land now ceded."

The treaty line ran from the northeast corner of the Vincennes Tract to a point on the western boundary of the Greenville Treaty Line, just inside the current State of Indiana. After the tribes signed the treaty, settlement occurred at Madison and several other communities along the Ohio River.
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August 24, 1805 - Indiana Canal Company Formed

The Falls of the Ohio presented the only impediment to shipping on the Ohio River. Located near Louisville, Kentucky, the series of riffles and cascades in the river prevented flatboats from having a clear route to markets in New Orleans for the goods produced in the developing Ohio River Valley. 

Portage

To transport goods downriver, flatboats had to dock above the falls and unload their goods, which workers loaded on wagons. The wagons transported the goods overland for three miles to a flatboat waiting on the western end of the falls. The cost of the portage created a problem for shippers. 

Canal as a Solution

To solve the problem, many people proposed building a canal around the falls to make it easier, and cheaper, to transport goods downriver. Serious discussion began as early as 1790. When Congress formed the Indiana Territory in 1800, serious competition developed between the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the new Territory. Both regions thought that a canal would bring enormous prosperity to whoever built it first. The Indiana Territorial Assembly granted a charter to the Indiana Canal Company to build a canal on August 24, 1805. 

Indiana Canal Company

Many people in the area believed the terrain on the Indiana side would make the canal easier and cheaper to construct. The Assembly granted the Company over $100,000 for the project and set the tolls to be from $2.00 to $5.00.  The company was able to raise over a million dollars in other funds. Surveyors laid out a route that ran from the mouth of Cane Run Creek on the east side of the falls through a ravine to the west side. The plan was to dam the creek and allow the diverted water to cut a natural canal through the ravine and rejoin the Ohio below the Falls. Canal operators would build a lock on the lower end to control water levels, allowing boats to pass through.

Failure

Several problems arose during construction that caused the project to fail. Aaron Burr had been one of the men involved in the project. The Aaron Burr Conspiracy arose during this time. This was a plan in which Burr's accusers charged him with trying to set up a separate country in what is now the southwest part of the United States. Many believed that Burr used the Indiana Canal Company to funnel money into his plot. No one has ever found evidence that this occurred. In addition to this, several incidents occurred that delayed construction. Many people in the area believed these were due to sabotage efforts from people on the Kentucky side. The combined controversy regarding Aaron Burr and construction delays caused the company to fail.
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September 1805 - Buckingham Baseline Survey Begun
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The Buckingham Baseline begins at a point on the western border of Clark's Grant in Clark County and it crossed the Wabash River and runs into Illinois to the Mississippi River. 

Second Principal Meridian

The second principal meridian, also called the Paoli Meridian, coincides with 86° 28' of longitude west from Greenwich. The meridian starts from a point two and one-half miles west of the confluence of the Little Blue and Ohio Rivers. It runs north to the northern boundary of Indiana, and, with the base line in latitude 38° 28' 20", governs the surveys in Indiana and part of those in Illinois. It runs the entire north/south length of Indiana to its northern border with Michigan.

Public Access

The Second Meridian intersects Pivot Point near Paoli, Indiana. The Indiana Society of Professional Land Surveyors, Indiana County Surveyors Association, and citizens of Paoli attempted to establish a commemorative park at the site. They installed a limestone and bronze monument at the site in 1973 and purchased eighteen acres of land for the park. Vandal desecration of the monument and the park halted plans and the memorial was moved to the Court House in Paoli. A gravel road still leads to the site, which is accessed by a dirt path. Visitors will find triangular wood fence and an interpretive sign at the site. Surveyors buried a ten by six-inch stone with the legal description, “Section 31, Township 1 North, Range 1 East,” engraved on the stone here. The site is in the Hoosier National Forest and is on Forest land. For information on visiting the site, contact: 

Tell City Ranger District

248 15th Street

Tell City, IN 47586

812-547-7051

r9_hoosier_website@fs.fed.us

Pivot or Initial Point

The Pivot or Initial Point marks the point at which legal land descriptions in the Northwest Territory, and Indiana, begin. A surveyor team headed by U. S. Deputy Surveyor Ebenezer Buckingham on September 1, 1805, established this point. 

Beginning Point of the U.S. Public Land Survey

An historical marker notes the point where surveyors established the Beginning Point of the U.S. Public Land Survey in 1785. This point is at the three-way intersection formed by the three states of Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia (Now West Virginia). It is on the north side of the Ohio River. The commemorative site is located about two miles east of the center of East Liverpool at the intersection of Ohio State Route 39 and Pennsylvania Route 68.

The First and Second Meridian

A meridian is an east/west surveyor line established to mark boundaries. Meridians are about sixty nautical miles, or about 69.04 miles, apart. The distance is not exact, because the distance is measured at the equator. It gradually diminishes as it moves north or south along the poles. The first meridian of the Northwest Territory is the current boundary between Indiana and Ohio. 

The Base Line

After establishing the First and Second Meridian, Buckingham established the base line at 38° 28' 20" north latitude. Once he had these lines established, the intersection of these lines became the Pivot Point, or Initial Point. 

Land Divisions

The meridians and baselines form the basis for the way surveyors divide land in Indiana. Called the grid system, Indiana was the first state laid out with this system. The area around Vincennes does not match up because much of that land was laid out before the surveyors laid out the grid. Keen map-readers will note that not all the meridians go exactly north and south. This is because occasionally surveyors need to correct for the narrowing that occurs as the lines move north of the equator. The basic division of the grid is the township. A township is about six miles square. The next division is the section, which is about one mile square, thus there are thirty-six sections in a township. Surveyors next divide each section into quarters that are about 160 acres. Each section will have four quarters. Thomas Jefferson, working with others, devised this system in 1784. The Pivot Point is also the starting point for almost all land surveys further west.

Not Easy Job

The government's first task after securing a treaty from the Amerindian tribes was to appoint a surveyor general. This man drafted regulations and instructions for the deputy surveyors that he appointed. Before commencing their task, they had to take an oath to do proper work and fine them if they failed to conduct themselves appropriately. The deputy surveyors performed the actual survey of individual sections of land. The surveyors who made these initial surveys did not
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