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Are you yearning for a deeper, more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ? Throughout the pages of The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon, Diane comes alongside you as a friend as she unveils the depths of love and peace tucked into the play, Song of Solomon. This anointed book can change your life and unite you to your Bridegroom Jesus Christ, whose stage name is Beloved Solomon. Read it for yourself, and then consider blessing others by hosting a Kiss of Peace small group study.

Jan Coates

Author of Set Free: God’s Healing Power for Abuse Survivors and Those Who Love Them, Television and Radio Speaker, Conference Speaker 
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Diane invites us on a fascinating and deeply intimate journey of exploration of our relationship with the Groom of the Church with her study, The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon. With compelling vignettes and well-researched and doctrinally sound analysis, we work our way through the Book of Song of Solomon and garner wisdom along the path. Each chapter offers an opportunity for us to grow deeper in our relationship with Christ.  What a gift this book is for the believer looking for an oft-understudied, yet important part of the Holy Bible.

Alynda Long, M.L.S., Creative Writing

Founder and Editor of Faith Beyond Fear 

Contributing Author to Dear Wife: 10 Minute Invitations to Practice Connection with Your Husband and Stories of Roaring Faith: Vol 3.
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In The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon, Diane seeks to restore a biblical understanding of Song of Solomon as an allegorical representation of the divine love the Groom, Jesus Christ, has for us, His cherished Bride. She compels us to seek more of His presence. It is with respect and admiration that I endorse this book. 

Victor Marcos 

Pastor/Missionary to Lima, Peru, Artist, Virginia Beach, Virginia
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The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon will bring many to a fresh awareness of God’s love and His desire to have an intimate relationship and fellowship with His people. Song of Solomon is in the Old Testament, but Diane excellently brings out that this is a picture of Jesus Christ and His Bride, His Church, and God’s overwhelming desire for His intimacy to be accepted and reciprocated. 

Dr. Tony McCanless, D.D. 

Senior Pastor, Faith and Healing Worship Center, Sofia, North Carolina

Speaker, Author of Thirty-five Years of Divine Health

In The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon, Diane takes the reader on a journey that brings Song of Solomon to life. A must-read for those who long to go deeper in their intimacy with Christ.

Brandie J. Muncaster

Speaker, Blogger, Devotion Writer, Author of Garden Tales: A Seed’s Story

The Kiss of Peace: An Exploration into Song of Solomon, transforms our thinking, broadening the scope of biblical truths—turning all other misinterpretations of Song of Solomon on their axis. Diane Virginia writes with passion, purpose, and genius creativity. Her special way of bringing Scripture to life offers fresh understanding of God’s unending love for His church. Diane’s beautifully poetic, theologically sound teaching makes The Kiss of Peace a must-read for anyone desiring the unconditional, redeeming love of God—the lover of our souls. 

LaTan Roland Murphy

Award Winning Author of Courageous Women of the Bible

Writer, Speaker, Decorator, Lover of people and strong coffee 
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The Kiss of Peace: An Exploration into Song of Solomon is an easy reading exploration of a unique book in the Bible, Song of Solomon, that first found approval with audiences in the author’s speaking ministry. This intriguing approach should find favor, especially with women hungry for a deeper relationship with our Savior. 

Leslie H. Stobbe

Author, Editor, Writing Coach, Ghostwriter

Recipient of Five Lifetime Achievement Awards
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In The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon Diane has opened this often-misunderstood book, and brought understanding, with sensitivity to the reader. The Kiss of Peace is not only informative, it is enjoyable as the reader realizes Song of Solomon is an allegorical love story written by Jesus Christ to His bride. I wholeheartedly recommend this book to anyone who wants to deepen their understanding of the Bridegroom Jesus Christ.

Evelyn Mason Wells

Speaker, Missionary

Contributing Author to Award winning Heart Renovations, Breaking the Chains, and other books
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In The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon, Diane eloquently narrates the love story, Song of Solomon, in such a way that you feel as if you were cast into the lead role. She pulls back the veil for a glimpse into what the inner chamber holds if you dare to drink the wedding cup and say “yes” to Jesus Christ’s marriage proposal. Diane bravely trumpets this love story with such honor and love for the Author. Her knowledge and wisdom will inspire you to hold on because wedding night intimacy with your Beloved Groom is worth learning to embrace His name for you, as “Love.”

Maria C. Wingard

Founder of Hope Will Arise Ministry

Blogger, Conservative Activist, Motivational Speaker
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Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Solomon’s allegory tells the greatest love story ever. Each chapter in The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon allows readers to intimately experience the depth of Christ’s love for His bride—the church—by inviting them into this biblical story. In reading each vignette scene, I gained a deeper understanding of the relationship Christ desires to have with me personally. Whenever this world attempts to separate me from my faith in my Beloved, I will reach for this book. 

J.D. Wininger

Follower of God, Writer, Speaker, and Friend

In The Kiss of Peace: An Exploration into Song of Solomon, Diane gives us an opportunity to glean insights that will enhance our lives. She helps us embrace the divine love we witness in the Bride and Bridegroom, who allegorically represent Jesus Christ and His church. This book will inspire you to experience your Heavenly Bridegroom’s love.

Bishop Harry L. Wood, B.Th., M.Th., D.D.

Administrative Bishop of United Community Bible Churches, Inc.

Founder of Foundational Faith Ministries

Author of The Great Revelation to Mankind
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What a joy it has been to watch the progress of The Kiss of Peace: A Contemporary Exploration into Song of Solomon. From the beginning, when God dropped this idea into my spiritual sister Diane’s heart, and then through the rewrites, edits and on to publishing, I have had the pleasure of reading this amazing work. 

It has been a tremendous blessing to witness the conception, birth, and growth of a work of God. And then to finally see it become reality is my delight. Congratulations, Diane, for holding onto and pursuing your God-given dream.

The Kiss of Peace is an intimate look into the Savior’s divine love for each of us individually, and for His church, corporately. As you read this beautiful story of the Song of Solomon, your love for Beloved Jesus will grow and your understanding of the depth of His love will be revealed, allowing you to experience Him at a deeper level of intimacy.

Ahead of you is a marvelous journey. From Sharon’s Valley, to Mt. Bethel, where you as the Bride yield your struggles, and then onward to the Father’s banqueting table where you commune, and ultimately behind the veil of the enclosed garden at Mt. Hermon, where you and your Beloved Groom’s romance find its completion, you will experience divine peace and love as never before. Prepare to be blessed by the One who gave His life to make you complete!

Glenda Shouse

Founder of Three-Strand Cord Ministry

Devotion Writer, Intercessor

Contributing Author to Love Knots: Stories of Faith, Family, and Friendships, Volumes 1 and 2
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What’s in a kiss? Love is in a kiss, especially if it’s from your Bridegroom Jesus Christ.

Song of Solomon is a misunderstood book, and rarely read, because we don’t know how to interpret its passionate phrases and subject matter. And yet, here it is—smack dab in the middle of our Bibles. This mystery unravels when we realize Song of Solomon is an allegory whose poetic vernacular represents only spiritual truths. All is spiritual; nothing within the vignette is to be received as literal. Once we see this, we can begin to grasp its truths. This is where my journey began, and I pray it will become yours as well. 

In ancient biblical times, the bridegroom would offer a cup to his bride. If she sipped, she was signaling her willingness for him to betroth her. So, in this vignette, you need only say “yes” to receive your Groom’s kiss and become His Bride. 

Think of the cup—it is filled with the blood of your Savior’s veins. This marriage cup cost Him His very life, for this cup not only represents His marriage proposal, it represents the Communion cup of His shed blood and the sacrifice He made to redeem His Bride by going to Calvary’s cross. Your Beloved Bridegroom knows you are worth this bridal price, and He has no regrets in proposing marriage to you. In fact, He is so certain about His decision to betroth you He offers not one, but multiple kisses.  

Do you sense His nearness? Do you smell the sweet-oil aroma of the Spirit as He ushers divine love into your prayer room? Don’t be in a rush. Settle in and rest a while. Tarry as long as you can in your Beloved Savior’s holy embrace. Receive each of His kisses—don’t miss any of them—for each is tailored for you, the Bride of Christ, whom He loves.

Oh, I haven’t even told you the good part yet. “Beloved Solomon,” which means “Beloved Peacemaker,” calls you “Love.” That’s right. Your bridal name is “Love.” Let that sink in for a good while, because if you’re like me, you’re thinking about your flaws about now. No worries...Your Beloved has overcome them for you, every shortcoming having been erased by His divine embrace.

Are you ready to come behind the veil and into the marriage chamber, which represents the Holy of Holies, to unite your spirit with the Spirit of the Bridegroom Jesus Christ? Your journey begins with a spiritual kiss. And it gets more glorious from there. 

Receive your Groom’s kisses of divine peace as we begin the adventure. 

Shalom,

Diane Virginia
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Chapter One

The Kiss
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Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth—

For your love is better than wine.

~Song of Solomon 1:2 

Greet one another with a kiss of love. 

Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen

~1 Peter 5:14 

A kiss... 

Does the memory of a kiss hold special meaning to you? Perhaps you remember your fiancé expressing newfound love with a trembling first kiss. Or is it the moment when your child was born? You took your cherished bundle into your arms and kissed her sweet, soft head? Is it a grandmother you remember, and the kisses she lavished upon your cheeks and brow? Oh, what depths of love and heights of joy one kiss can create! One kiss can become an eternal memory.  

I remember my friend Charles standing at the altar of the church. When his bride Elizabeth appeared, he gasped at her entrance. The couple smiled with a knowing look. What did they know? They believed only death could dissolve their marriage bond. 

They celebrated by singing a duet. As Charles lifted a tear from his bride’s lashes, I realized everyone, including the groom, was crying. But the love this couple felt induced more than emotion—their bond was spiritual. 

Promises of love spoken through faltering lips, starry-eyed gazes, and tender smiles—these brought joy to the onlookers—but there was one expression the congregation still yearned to witness. 

It was the long-awaited kiss... 

The bride and groom’s story was penned that day, their covenant of love having been sealed through the groom’s kiss and his bride’s response. Love declared through this kiss was the crescendo to remember! 

The ceremony was beautiful, but the kiss sealed their vows. 

It was a beautiful kiss. 

It was a holy kiss. 

Arms were entwined, and love was declared through an embrace and a kiss. As Elizabeth reclined in her groom’s arms, this marked a new beginning for her and a completion of all that was missing within her. 

I knew this marriage would last. Their future was written in the kiss... 

I remember my own wedding day. My husband follows all the rules. He is quite reserved. And yet, his kiss was so exceptional I will treasure it forever. 

The pastor asked us to light a unity candle. Two flames became one. Then, we knelt before the Lord in quiet reflection and received Holy Communion. Rising, we joined hands and faced each other. We spoke our vows of commitment and exchanged rings with intense devotion to the promises we were making in the sight of our God. 

And then, there was the blessing. It was a beautiful blessing; truly, it was. 

My veil—it was already lifted. 

Pastor spoke one blessing after another... 

I saw it in my beloved’s eyes. He just couldn’t wait! The love boiling within him had to find an expression. My fiancé swept me into his strong embrace, lifted me off my feet, and kissed me! 

Our pastor, still praying blessings over us, opened his eyes just in time to witness this unrehearsed explosion of affection. Pastor then said, matter-of-factly, “By the way, you may kiss your bride.” 

Giggles and applause erupted as we stepped into life as one.  

How did we know? We knew it by the kiss...

Now, step into a century of long ago. The stage is set, and you are an actor in a play called Song of Solomon. You are cast as a Shulamite woman from the country of Israel. By profession, you are a shepherdess and a keeper of the vines. But you leave this mundane life and search for the One you hope will complete you. He does not disappoint! He becomes your Groom. 

What happens then? 

Your future transforms by a kiss...

We would think this vignette would start with backstory, but instead, it opens with the kiss of your Groom. Scene after scene then plays out, revealing how your love story began and how your Groom’s first and subsequent kisses worked completion in you. 

There’s something unusual about your Groom’s kiss. Although the vignette is written in ordinary language, the expression is spiritual—not physical. This vignette is an allegory of divine love. And so, as you enter this romance, reach higher than the human dimension and into the spiritual realm. The vignette is an awakening into divine love by your Groom’s kisses of peace. His allegorical name is Beloved Solomon, but His identity as Jesus Christ is revealed in every scene. Yes, dear reader, you are the Bride of Christ.

You and Beloved Solomon have nicknames for each other. He calls you “Love,” and you call Him “Beloved.” There is security in His identification of you, for this gives you the assurance He loves you with a passion unlimited by human enterprise. Therefore, before you ever understand your Groom’s divine kisses of peace, you receive your bridal name, as “Love.” 

In the vignette scenes that follow, I’ve taken the liberty to capitalize names and pronouns in order to honor Beloved and you, His Bride. Other than that, they are as they appear in the New King James Version of the Bible. Take time to experience these scenes. It is your Bridegroom’s intention that you personalize this romance.

Song of Solomon is a true love story. You truly are “Love,” and your Betrothed truly is Jesus Christ, allegorically represented as Beloved Solomon, but this is an exploration into Song of Solomon, so for now, let’s pretend we are actors in a play.  

Let the journey begin:

*****
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SONG OF SOLOMON 1:1-4

Scene One: The Kiss


SETTING:   Wedding-day flashback at the curtain of the marriage chamber; the Holy of Holies.

AT RISE: LOVE stands outside BELOVED’S chamber reminiscing with her MAIDENS. She is starry-eyed in love.

(Curtain rises)




NARRATOR

1The song of songs, which is Solomon’s.

LOVE


(Touching her cheek as if applying soothing ointment) 


2Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth—for Your loveis better than wine.3Because of the fragrance of Your good ointments, Your Name is ointment poured forth; therefore the virgins love You. 4Draw me away! We will run after You. The King has brought me into His chambers: 

(Closing her eyes, Love draws her fingertips to her lips, and lifts her chin in remembrance of Beloved’s kisses.) 

MAIDENS

5aWe will be glad and rejoice in You. We will remember Your love more than wine. 

LOVE


(Speaking to her unseen Beloved with confidence) 


5bRightly do they love You. 


(Looks over her shoulder longingly as the music crescendos)



NARRATOR

Love’s countenance speaks of contentment and oneness within her Bridegroom-King’s embrace. 

*****
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Hello, Love. Does it seem curious to you, as it does to me, that this opening act is an accounting of—there is no way to say this gently—a bedroom scene? You receive the first kiss of your Groom behind the veiled wedding chamber. There is no story development, no courtship as a lead-in, no historical progression, and no description of physical touch. 

We do not see you walking down an aisle, as in a traditional wedding. Instead, the vignette begins with the reminiscence of your Groom’s first kiss and the intimacy you have experienced behind the wedding veil. It is hot, passionate lovemaking emanating from the holiest of places—the secluded wedding chamber—that the Lord starts with to demonstrate His romance of His cherished Bride, and this opening scene entails His most zealous expression—your consummation. This truly is an unusual way to begin a book. 

It takes little imagination to envision your blushing face as you recall to your lady friends who wait for you outside the wedding chamber the kisses of your Husband-King. You say no more to the maidens except to share the kisses—for the rest is exclusive intimacy only you and your Groom partake of. Even a single kiss you have received is an intimacy you can scarcely express, but you try.

I can tell you honestly, the first time I read these opening lines of Song of Solomon, I closed my Bible, set it on the table and said, “Later, God.” But the more I thought about this scene, I understood the reason for this unprecedented beginning. 

Perhaps the Lord’s intent is to emphasize the mind-boggling spiritual intimacy available to every believer. Beloved whets our appetite with His best—which are His divine kisses of love and peace that await the Bride of Christ behind the veil of the Holy of Holies. From this point of entry, the Groom reveals to us throughout the rest of the play how we can attain this focused, pure, divine love He desires to impart to us as His Bride. 

THE GROOM’S SIGNATURE 

Thus, the intensity of Beloved’s divine love becomes the signature of His authorship of Song of Solomon. It is as if the Lord wants us to understand this first, “I love you with a divine love that is boiling in its expression, and I am not ashamed of My love’s intensity.” He wants us to recognize this before we come to know Him experientially. 

THE ALLEGORICAL ALLURE OF ROMANCE

This vignette is written as an allegory because this format gives us an opportunity to discover the otherwise undiscoverable realm of the Spirit. Simply stated, your Groom’s love is expressed as a romance because divine love has no human equivalence. Therefore, your Groom chooses mankind’s most passionate expression—sex within the marriage covenant—as an approximation of His intended communication. Keep this in mind as you read the ardent lovemaking portrayed in Song of Solomon. Unless we recognize this as an allegory, we will entirely miss the play’s intended meaning. Nothing is to be taken literally—the entire vignette is an allegorical representation of the spiritual realm.

ALTERNATE VIEWS

Should we throw out commentaries that portray Song of Solomon as a book that will enhance our marriages? I don’t think so. Although limited, there is definitive value in this interpretation. For instance, this year, my husband presented me with a ring with the Hebraic words, I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine, taken from Song of Solomon 6:3. I faithfully wear it adjacent to my wedding ring, knowing my covenant with Beloved Solomon—allegorically, Jesus Christ—enhances my marriage bond with my earthly husband. My husband even asked me to prioritize my spiritual Groom, and he acknowledged we both should aim to become more like our spiritual Bridegroom. Therefore, I can affirm that by reading Song of Solomon as a married couple, this will definitely enhance marriages, but even more so when we acknowledge Song of Solomon is primarily about our divine marriage to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Some commentaries describe Song of Solomon purely in sexual terms. After all, even a casual read through reveals these obvious sexual undertones. All generations have seen this. These books read it amiss, manufacturing conclusions that are not intended or implied. 

H. A. Ironside speaks about the restrictions placed on families in Jewish homes because of this error: “The Jews did not allow a young man to read the book until he was thirty years of age, lest he might read into it mere human voluptuousness and misuse its beautiful phrases.”​[1] The Jewish community respected Song of Solomon as an allegorical expression of divine truths, and guarded it from being interpreted as a book about sex. We, too, must guard the integrity of this sacred text. 

CANONIZATION  

Scholars have long debated the canonicity of Song of Solomon due to its inclusion of sexual content. At the Council of Jamnia in 90 A.D., Rabbi Akiba argued for Song of Solomon to be canonized.​[2] What motivated him to fight for its inclusion in the Tanakh (Jewish Bible) is this opening scene, where the Bride experiences her Groom’s kisses. He presented Song of Solomon as an allegory of God’s divine love within the Holy of Holies. Akiba wrote, “The whole world attained its supreme value only on the day when the Song of Songs was given to Israel.”​[3] 

Other ancient biblical commentators agreed with Rabbi Akiba, such as Origen of the third century and Theodore of Cyr of the fifth century. These scholars went a step further by noting the messianic interplay between the Groom Jesus Christ, and His Bride, the Church. 

Unfortunately, there has been a paradigm shift in today’s culture. Books that purport the vignette as a celebration of erotic and sexual love abound. This is the very error the Jewish fathers guarded their children from! Modern-day writers are prone to misrepresent Song of Solomon because they do not recognize it as an allegory. 

This is why it is imperative we keep Rabbi Akiba’s wisdom alive. 

The allegory, Song of Solomon, is a holy book of divine love the Lord extends to you, His cherished Bride. Through this venue, He is showing you secrets of the heavenly realm that transcend the natural dimension. With this perspective, let’s return to our discussion of Scene One.

SCENE ONE: THE FLASHBACK 

Scene One is a flashback of your wedding chamber experience. You are a newlywed, remembering your wedding day and the blissful honeymoon that you experienced behind the veil of the Holy of Holies. Although Beloved makes no appearance, His kisses have become a memory that you cherish. The daughters of Jerusalem meet you outside the wedding chamber, and they rejoice with you there as you come from behind the veil. 

So, what do you share? You begin by saying, Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth... (Song 1:2a), but you become so captivated by this joyous memory that your friends’ inquiring faces fade from your view, and you speak as if only your Husband-King is listening, ...for your love is better than wine (Song 1:2b). You are so caught up with this memory that you mention only three rudiments about your experience: 1) the touch of your Groom’s lips upon your own, 2) the cup of wine He offers you, and 3) the Name associated with your Groom’s fragrant oils. Let’s examine these. 

THE GROOM’S KISS

The definition of the word kisses (Song 1:2) in its original language carries the meaning of being “fastened up, touched, armed, equipped, or attached.”​[4] In the physical realm, as lips fasten together, they induce pleasure receptors. In the spiritual realm, they represent the same pleasant fastening up. 

Two become one with the kiss... 

Beloved’s kisses exude wet marks upon your face. As you touch your cheeks, you remember the essence of your Lord’s passion. You draw your fingers to your lips and taste your Husband-King’s oils. They are fragrant, rich, and calming. You can go into this remembrance and bask in the nearness of His presence at all times and in all places. 

The spiritual deposits of Beloved’s kisses are as intentional as the wet deposits of the physical kisses that you feel, smell, taste, and reminisce about. You receive His kisses within the Holy of Holies; the very dwelling-place of the Lord Most High, and this experience is only available within the covenant of marriage. 

THE CUP OF WINE

You say that your Lover’s kisses are more satisfying than a sip of sweet sanguine wine. You recall this detail because it was customary for a prospective groom to propose marriage by offering his lady a cup of wine, to which, if she sipped, she was agreeing to marry her suitor. 

As a believer, you recognize this as the Communion cup. This is a costly gift, for the wine represents His shed blood. This is the purchase price for you, His comely Bride. We are two lines into the vignette, and already we recognize the messianic symbolism that runs through its entirety. The identity of your Groom as Jesus Christ is undeniable. 

You state that Beloved’s kisses are better than the Communion cup. What can possibly be more significant than Christ’s shed blood? Consider this: Salvation is available to every person, and yet some individuals choose to not receive the gift of salvation. In like manner, some individuals choose to not receive Beloved’s marriage invitation. What is better than the Communion kiss? The “yes” that you speak to your Beloved regarding His marriage proposal affirms your Groom’s Communion kiss. Until you say “yes” to His bridal invitation, it is only a symbol, and not a personal revelation. As you sip from the Communion cup, this gives you the right to become Beloved’s Bride. 

THE TORN VEIL

Let’s look at a New Testament comparison to the wedding scene of the vignette as you come behind the veil of the Holy of Holies. 

On Calvary’s cross, Beloved Jesus won the victory as He shouted, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46b). At that exact moment, an eclipse darkened the sun and the veil of the Temple was torn from top to bottom, opening the way into the Holy of Holies. Because the veil has been opened to you by your Savior’s blood atonement, you have access into the Holy of Holies of Heaven. 

How is it that you, a mere mortal, can enter into this most holy place? It is because you have sipped from the Communion cup, and by doing so, you have accepted your Husband’s marriage proposal to become the Bride of Christ. 

One sip seals your destiny, writes your story, and betroths you as Bride, and yet, Beloved offers you an eternal number of sips from His cup of blessing as well as an eternal number of kisses.

WORDS OF LIFE

When we memorize Scripture, every word is like a kiss from our Groom, in written form. During this blessed Communion with your Beloved, He imparts wisdom to you through conversation. In Psalm 119, you say, I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word (Psalm 119:16). Remember this as you read and memorize the Word—each verse to the Bride is like a kiss from the Groom.

THE OILS; THE NAME; THE VEILED CHAMBER

As you step from behind the veil, you mention the fragrances of Beloved’s ointments that have invaded your being. These oils are identified later as being myrrh and frankincense. Thus, your Lover’s identity as the Anointed High Priest and the King of Kings is represented in this opening scene. 

The fragrances you willingly inhale are the oils of His love. These become your essential oils. How do they get on your cheeks and lips? They come from close contact as you press into your Husband-King’s embrace. Time spent in undistracted worship is the key to experiencing these oils. Your Husband-King rewards you with the oils of His love as you worship Him. Holiness comes upon you simply because you make the choice to tarry. 

Let’s be honest about this commitment—if you’re like me, it’s a struggle. I fight getting up at ’o’dark-thirty’ to spend time with my Husband-King. But I’ve learned I must prioritize my time with Him above other activities. 

Beloved comes first. No excuses. 

And then, when my Beloved’s presence does come upon me, the struggle seems silly. I love Him! There is no goodness within me outside of my connection to the True Vine, Jesus Christ, so I must be purposeful in my commitment to spend time with Him. 

The most intimate spiritual experiences we can have are the times we spend in private communion, exclusively with our Groom. This is when we experience the marital chamber of the Holy of Holies in its deepest expression.

BEHIND THE VEIL

Where do you fit into this vignette, Love? This is your story of intimacy with your Beloved Groom. He loves you, His cherished Bride. It is you who has been face-to-face and cheek-to-cheek with the King of Glory, and it is you who has allegorically consummated this marriage within the holy wedding chamber. In this, the most holy of all places, you have the exclusive attention of your Husband-King. You discover a love you could only dream of in part, that you now experience in full measure. 

You are loved, truly loved—and now, you experience the depth of your Husband’s love. 

There is nothing within this holiest of places but love. You experience a love that is pure, unadulterated, perfect, and holy. Furthermore, the divine love you experience within the wedding chamber is not merely a substance; it has become the person, Jesus Christ, whose allegorical name is Beloved Solomon. 

THE GROOM’S NAMES

BELOVED

Your Groom’s nickname, “Beloved” translates as the word, dowd.​[5] This comes from an unused root word which means “to boil.” Let’s look at this word picture.

If we were to take a snapshot of a boiling pot of liquid, would this photo adequately describe the liquid within it? No, it would not because it would miss the dynamic nature intrinsic within the bubbling liquid. In like manner, Beloved’s love is intense, consuming, and alive. 

This word dowd is used in Song of Solomon as a unique term. In other places, it usually translates as an “uncle” or a close relative. But, exclusively in Song of Solomon, it is used to describe marital love. What do we learn from this? Think of the role of an uncle. This shows the positional relationship of your Husband-King. An uncle would protect and shelter you, gather you into His bosom, and keep you safe. In the book of Ruth, Beloved is your “Boaz,” the Kinsman-Redeemer, who rescues you when no relative is willing to do so. 

In the vignette, your Beloved is like this Kinsman-Redeemer, but as your Husband-King, His role extends beyond the role of an uncle or redeemer. Therefore, translating the close bond you have with Him as “marital love” instead of “uncle” is appropriate. 

“Divine marital love” comes close to the intended meaning of Beloved’s name, Dowd. In two biblical passages in the New Testament, your Groom is described in three simple but profound words, God is love (1 John 4:8b, 16b). Think of the significance—the God of love is divine love personified. This is Beloved’s identification. 

SOLOMON

Your Groom’s name, “Solomon,” translates as the Hebrew word, Shelomoh,​[6] which means “peaceful.” The root word is shalom, which means “prosperity, peace, or completeness.” It is “a harmonious state of the soul and mind,” which signifies “a prosperous relationship.”​[7] Solomon means “peace” in its completed form. It is the perfection of peace, and, just as we see His nickname, Beloved, meaning love personified, His name, Solomon, means peace personified. 

Does your Groom typify this peace? In both the Old and New Testament, we see that He does. Ezekiel speaks of the covenant of peace, as he writes, “Moreover I will make a covenant of peace [shalom] with them” (Ezekiel 37:26a).Isaiah prophesizes about Messiah as he writes, For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given ... and His name will be called ... The Prince of Peace [shalom] (Isaiah 9:6, in part). The shepherds receive the good news of the birth of Messiah as an angelic choir proclaims, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace [eirne],​[8] good will toward men” (Luke 2:14)! Jesus often reveals His allegorical identity as “Solomon.” On one passage He declares, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace [eirne]​[9]” (John 16:33a).

BELOVED SOLOMON: AN ENCODED TRUTH

“Beloved Solomon,” your Dowd Sheloma, is equivalent to saying, “Beloved Peacemaker.” This is the identity of the Groom. Meditate on this, Love. Our Groom, who lavishes you with His kisses is divine love and peace personified. This is the treasure-trove encoded within His vignette name.

THE BRIDE’S NAMES

LOVE

Let’s look at your names. Beloved uses many terms, so we will recap only the most frequently used. 

Your name, “Love,” and His nickname, “Beloved,” both translate into the word, “love,” but His is a weightier version because it is in the plural form,​[10] whereas yours is singular. We see from this that while Your Beloved gives infinite quantities of divine love, your nickname is singular because your love is finite. But there is one location where your love is as limitless as your Spouse’s. Let’s examine this.

DOWD; DIVINE LOVE

Your Beloved calls you to frequent His secluded mountaintop garden and the wedding chamber therein—allegorically again representative of the Holy of Holies. As you respond to His calling to come away with Him, you attain your highest love potential. 

Twice in a single passage entry, your Beloved calls the love you offer to him, “dowd.”​[11] This is the holy love your Groom possesses, while your love is finite, so how is this possible? In the mountains of Lebanon, you become as Beloved during times of ascent because unity with Him permits this. Beloved does not demand you to possess divine love, but at these times, you do. So, there are times within the marriage chamber that you get it—you become so united with your Spouse that you also possess the divine dowd-love of your Beloved and you are identified as “Beloved.” These instances are rare—only two references are in the vignette—but that this unity is possible should compel us to spend time worshipping our Savior in seclusion and with focused intensity.

SISTER-SPOUSE

Your Groom calls you, my spouse (Song 4:8, for example)in many instances of the vignette. We learn something interesting when we look at these passages in both the King James and the New King James versions. These verses are rendered, “my sister, my spouse.” These terms are used in conjunction, but the second “my” in these phrases is added by the translators, so a more accurate rendering would be the compound word, “my sister-spouse.” 

Beloved is expressing here your positional relationship. Siblings have a unique relationship because they are equals. You are to Beloved as close as a sister, but your relationship is even closer because you are His spouse. Thus, the term “sister-spouse” is the closest English translation of this bridal name. This shows how unified Beloved desires to be with us, that He, the King of all kings, would call us “sister.” He permits unity.

FAIREST AMONG WOMEN; COMPLETED AND GLORIOUS WITHIN

The maidens often echo Beloved’s endearment, fairest among women (compare Song 1:8 with 1:15, for example). This tells us that even when we feel like a mess, Beloved sees us as completed by His love. Tie this into a love-knot and wave it in front of the enemy the next time he tries to harass you! Beloved loves us at all times, not just when we have ourselves pulled together. Whether we are feeling broken or complete, His love for us is the same. From His heavenly perspective, He has carved a path for completeness, which will be worked within us over time, so He already sees the end result. 

Receive this compliment, Love. You are the fairest Bride, and you are Beloved’s chosen. You are enough, not because of your abilities but because you have decided to unite with Him, and as you do so, His love completes you.

Let’s delve further. Beloved’s title for you, my fair one, (Song 2:13) translates as “comely, beautiful, and bright.”​[12] This indicates the glory of your Beloved that shines through you, making you lovely to behold. You are a glory carrier! As the kisses of peace rest within you and you press into an intimate embrace, the fragrant oils of frankincense and myrrh come upon you and you become Beloved’s radiant Bride; you reflect Beloved’s glory. Just as Moses’ face shone when he tarried in the Lord’s presence, your kissed face sparkles with the most beautiful sheen imaginable.

LOVE; WIFE OF PASSION

Your Groom’s favorite and most frequently used name for you is “Love.” In fact, He uses it as a nickname. It is used in two distinct ways: 

The first usage translates as rayah,​[13] which means “beloved companion” or “lover.” Its root word indicates your position as Beloved’s marriage partner.​[14] Genesis 2:24 records marriage partners as being one flesh. Because your spirit is one with Beloved’s Spirit, represented in the vignette as the joining of marriage partners, His strength becomes your strength, and this union erases your weaknesses. 

The second usage of “Love” translates as ahabah.​[15] It means “to desire; to breathe after,” or “to have longing for.” It carries with it the association of running after your Groom in a hot, passionate pursuit. It refers to the sentimental aspect of your marriage. It is your choice to pursue Him, and because you do, He calls you Love.

RECEIVE BELOVED’S KISSES

Sharing in Beloved’s kisses is gratifying and makes you long for more. You are full of love, and yet you want to drink of the kisses of your Husband’s endless supply. It is as if eternity is embedded in each kiss. 

Do you want to know a secret? Beloved is listening to the longings of your heart right now, and He longs for you. Truly, He does! You are the comely Bride whom He pursues with the passionate, boiling love of His divine nature called dowd. Permit your Groom’s love to become a reality as we explore each scene. 

THE PIVOTAL SCENE

This opening scene is a flashback of the pivotal event to which we will compare all other scenes of the vignette. In four verses, in this first scene, you understand Beloved Solomon is Jesus Christ, your Beloved Peacemaker, and you are His chosen Bride. 

AUTHORSHIP; POINT OF VIEW

Beloved could have recorded Scene One Himself, but instead, it is your words of remembrance that He records as you emerge from behind the veil. In fact, the entire vignette is written from your point-of-view. You are that important to your Groom. It is as if you have a ghost-writer. 

Even so, the vignette’s opening lines answer the question of authorship, The song of songs, which is Solomon’s (Song 1:1). Your Beloved Jesus Christ is the Author of this vignette. Your part, therefore, is to fully receive the love song penned by the Author of authors.  

––––––––
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THE PROTOTYPE

Where does the earthly King Solomon fit in? God inspired him to write the vignette, but it is a typology of your divine King Jesus Christ. The earthly Solomon was wise, but as a human he was flawed, particularly in his thoughts about romance. In contrast, the divine Solomon is perfect in every way, and He is the true Author of the vignette.

THE SONG

The vignette is written as a song to be sung. Matthew Henry writes, “It is the song of songs, a most excellent song, not only above any human composition, or above all other songs which Solomon penned, but above any other of the Scripture-songs ... It is not the song of fools ... but the song of the wisest of men.”​[16] 

Henry points out Song of Solomon is the only one of King Solomon’s songs that exists today,​[17] and canonized within the pages of our Bible; “Solomon’s songs were a thousand and five; those that were of other subjects are lost, but this of seraphic love remains, and will to the end of time.”​[18] Beloved has preserved this song as His gift to you. 

CANONICAL LOCATION

Notice Song of Solomon’s canonical location. Smack-dab in the middle of our Bibles, we have this slender and often misunderstood book, with its theme being the pursuit of God, represented by a romancing couple singing the love song of the ages, and of the transforming power of divine covenantal love. 

Why is it in the center of our Bibles? Its location is central so we can’t help but notice it.

THE VIGNETTE FORMAT

What spiritual connection awaits as you step into this vignette? As you declare, Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for your love is better than wine (Song 1:2), this opening statement is a call for Beloved Solomon, who is love and peace personified, to kiss you with the boiling hot love-force that only His Spirit embodies. And yet, the wedding chamber the Lord of Glory draws you into is filled with this divine love.

If I were to be plunged into a boiling pot, what would the results be? I’d be killed, so it would have no draw or appeal to it at all. But what if this boiling pot were that of Beloved Jesus Christ’s love? This boiling pot, my friend, is a realm of face-to-face intimacy that is truly desirable. This boiling pot permeates us until we are completely pure! I don’t want to plunge into a boiling pot in the natural, and I’m sure you don’t either, but the boiling pot of our Bridegroom’s divine love is a supernatural realm we should willingly desire. 

APPLYING THE TRUTHS

Let these words sink deep into your spirit: You are Beloved’s Bride, and He loves you. In fact, your Bridegroom boils with divine love for you. Let’s take action:

First, put on your Groom’s love as a garment. Wear His love each day as a soft blanket. 

Next, put on your name, as “Love,” His passionate wife. Your very name, as you embark on this journey, identifies the depth of your Groom’s love for you and that He considers you to be His most intimate companion. 

Receive the awakening He imparts to you as your Groom kisses you with peace. Once you have received one kiss from your Husband-King, you will be transformed forever. But remember, there is an endless supply. 

Finally, reciprocate His spiritual kisses, with the assurance that He receives you no matter how frail your love is compared to His own, knowing that as you participate with Him, your love will become divine. You are pictured as having the same nearness as John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, who leaned upon Jesus’ breast the night before the crucifixion (see John 13:25, 21:20). John asked for his Lord’s divine embrace, and Jesus did not deny him. Neither will Beloved deny you, for Song of Solomon 8:5a reads, Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? It is you, His Bride, pressing into the spiritual embrace of your willing Bridegroom. 

DRAW ME

If you are like me, peering into the wedding chamber is a bit overwhelming. You may say, as I did when I first read this scene, “My Beloved, I don’t know how to be Your Bride. I desire for my Beloved to draw me, but I struggle with the fact that I don’t deserve the boiling hot love You desire to lavish upon me. And the kisses! The very thought of Your kisses is somewhat unfathomable.” 

I desired this face-to-face intimacy, and I longed for Him to draw me, but I did not know the practical steps this involved. The answer is revealed in Scene One. As you ask Beloved to draw you to Him, you say, Draw me away (Song 1:4)! Speak these words aloud, as I did, “Draw me.” This is a request for you to desire Him. Now add, the word “away.” As you say, “Draw me away,” you are inviting your Beloved to sweep you into His wedding chamber, and to place within your spirit the passion He needs you to have. He will draw you as He did me, and He will satisfy your deepest longings to know Him. 

CONCLUSION

In Scene One, Beloved Solomon reveals the end results of your love song, which are the kisses of peace you receive within the holy wedding chamber. He desires to covenant with you, but the choice to accept Beloved’s marriage proposal is yours alone. Will you say “yes” to your suitor’s marriage proposal? If so, say it aloud, to seal your decision to receive your Groom.

Before your Bridegroom came on the scene, the enemy tried to define you by a genealogical scar. I call it Kedar’s scar. But then, you searched for Beloved, and your life took on a whole new dimension. This next scene will help you to determine how your love song began and how Beloved drew you into the wedding chamber embrace. 

I invite you to read on. But first, let’s talk to our Groom. I’ll pen some words, but I encourage you to make this your very own expression. Let’s seal the romance that is beginning to bubble within your spirit. Pray these words, or your very own, to your Beloved Solomon—your Dowd Sheloma—your Beloved Peacemaker:

My Bridegroom, 

I acknowledge Your allegorical Name, Beloved Solomon, identifies You as my Beloved Peacemaker, but Your true identity is Jesus Christ. Draw me into a covenantal marriage relationship and into wedding room bliss. I say, “yes” to your marriage proposal, and I choose to sip from the cup of wine that represents the Communion covenant You signed in blood on Calvary’s cross. 

As I experience this next scene, take me back to my beginnings where I first accepted You. Help me to navigate these torrid circumstances, knowing You have chosen me. And now, my Beloved Solomon—my Dowd Shelomah—my Beloved Peacemaker Jesus Christ, I pledge my allegiance exclusively to You, and I sign this with my newfound name, the bridal name You have chosen to call me in the most excellent of songs—that of “Love.” 

Your Bride,

Love 

––––––––
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BRIDAL REFLECTION


1)  Think of a kiss that caused remembrance. Why is a groom’s kiss more intimate than any natural kiss? How does Beloved’s divine kiss of peace compare to/differ from a groom’s kiss? 



2)  Why is Song of Solomon written as a vignette (play)? How does this format help you to experience Beloved Jesus Christ’s divine message?



3)  Who are the two main actors in Song of Solomon, and who do they represent?



4)  Why is it important to keep Rabbi Akiba’s wisdom alive regarding the vignette, Song of Solomon? Discuss the canonization of Song of Solomon.



5)  Why is Beloved’s divine love—dowd—like a boiling pot? 



6)  You, as Bride, say to Beloved Jesus Christ, “Draw me away!” How does this statement help to create marital intimacy in the spiritual realm?



7)  In the vignette, what is the bridal name your Groom Beloved Solomon, allegorically Jesus Christ, calls you most often? In your fanciest writing, write your bridal name in the blank: _________________ 
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Chapter Two

Kedar’s Scar
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I am dark, but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem,

like the tents of Kedar, like the curtains of Solomon.

~Song of Solomon 1:5

For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned

to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

~1 Peter 2:25

––––––––
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(RRRing!) 

“Children, report to your classrooms. The school day is about to begin.”

“White Socks! Julia’s wearing white socks!”  

“She’ll look great in mud socks! She’s a....” 

(Tee hee hee!) 

I’m a...? Wha...? 

“Hey, White Socks, wanna play with us at recess?” 

(RRRRRRRing!)

“Eeek, we’re late!” 

(Tweet!) “Walk!”

“Run! Don’t let that safety patrol catch you!”

“Good morning, boys and girls. We’re going to have a great day because we are paying attention. Oh! Look at Julia! She’s supporting the new dress code by wearing white socks with her saddleback shoes. Everybody, remember to wear white socks tomorrow.” 

(Whispers and giggles.) 

“Open your spelling books to Lesson Five.”

“White Socks follows all the rules.” 

(Tee hee!)

“Who’s talking? Boys and girls, pay attention.”

Lesson Five. White Socks is having a great day because she’s paying attention. Wait, I’m not “White Socks!” I’m definitely not a... What did they call me?

“Pay attention, sweetie. We’re in Reading Circles now.”

*****
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Labels! They’re like gum on a sidewalk. The more we try to escape their grip, the stronger they stick. Julia doesn’t recall much of her first-grade year, but she does remember, in vivid detail, the teasing she received about her bleach-white, dress-code-proper ankle socks. She’d roll them down, squat to try to cover them—she’d do anything to make them disappear. But, despite her efforts, there they were. Bleach-white ankle socks. Her mind would race; I’m “White Socks,” and I don’t fit in. For years after the “White Socks” incident, Julia would wear socks of any color—except white. Fluorescent green and purple striped toe-socks were fun to wear, but white socks? Never! Even into high school, she avoided wearing white socks. We all remember “the bully” and “the bullied,” and if we were one of those two, the recollection is more vivid.

As we grow up, we stop labeling others, right? Oh, wait. Do I hear you saying you have painful memories of your teenage years? If so, you’re not alone. For many of us, the teasing we endured then was worse. These recollections can be painful if we hold onto them, so Beloved shows us, through the vignette, the solution to the pain. 

It is your turn to tell the Lover of your soul your story. Transport yourself into our romantic Old-World setting, and although I cannot hear your exact memory, Beloved can. Speak the memory and permit Him to turn your tragedy into triumph. Your Groom understands you so well He has portrayed you in His book. 

In this scene, you are an adolescent of marrying age, and you live with your mother and stepfather. You’ve participated in religious rituals, but you sense there must be more than this form of religion that denies the power and presence of the living King. 

Memories surface from the teasing from your peers... 

A label haunts you. Your friends and family call you, “Dark!” You know all too well the destructive power of words. How does this label come about? It is a reference to your heritage. Your birthfather, Kedar, has scarred the present for you, but you still love him. Today, you may have a heritage that also leads to feeling unaccepted. Beloved deliberates this issue in the vignette. 

In Scene Two, you feel compelled to learn of the Shepherd-King. It is a wise choice, for as you do so, you exchange the false labels for the true identifiers your Groom calls you. 

Step into the vignette: 

*****
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SONG OF SOLOMON 1:5-8

Scene Two: Kedar’s Scar


SETTING:   Foreground: The toppling walls of LOVE’S vineyard; falling trellises; rows of oiled raisins drying on the sunny patio. 

Background: Pastures; Lebanon’s mountain range. 

AT RISE:  Foreground: The HECKLING MAIDENS carelessly weave through the trellises, knocking vines off the trellises as they go. One KIND MAIDEN refrains, secretly re-tying as many of the toppling vines as she can reach.

Background: LOVE is walking her flock of sheep and goats in for the night. Her dark-olive skin is sunburned, and she is exhausted.



LOVE


(Center stage) 

(LOVE arrives at the vineyard; she begins to re-tie the vines onto the trellises. The KIND MAIDEN assists her. LOVE wipes sweat from her brow and avoids eye contact with the HECKLING MAIDENS.)



NARRATOR

Atop Love’s crumbling fortress, the heckling maidens play a spontaneous game of tag. Love knows her peers disapprove of her.  

HECKLING MAIDENS


(Laughing. Whispering. Pointing at Love.)


Ha! You’re dark!


(LOVE tidies her clothing and continues her chores. KIND MAIDEN smiles at her; LOVE avoids eye contact.)



NARRATOR

Love knows all too well she is unkempt. One maiden is different from the others. She cringes at the ridicule Love is enduring. This maiden must know the King. 


(KIND MAIDEN kneels in a praying position, facing Lebanon.)



HECKLING MAIDENS


(Shouting, laughing, and taunting continues)


Dark! You’re the dark one!

LOVE


(Lifts head; strokes arms; eyes brimming with tears; cheeks flushed)


5I am dark, but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, like the tents of Kedar, like the curtains of Solomon.


(Eyes brim with tears)



NARRATOR

What had its beginnings as secretive backbiting has become a cruel game. Some of these maidens ridiculing Love are her blood relatives. As if it were alive, their label “dark” hits her as a low blow. Love totters between opposing worlds. Will she listen to these taunting voices of unified consternation, or will she search for truth? Her pain, as a wet wall, mounts. As if she can deny gravity, she holds onto this brimming wall of heartache. A single tear escapes her brave façade and traces her sunburned cheek.  

LOVE


(Tears brimming; one tear traces LOVE’s cheek.)

(Spotlight on LOVE’s tear.)


6Do not look upon me, because I am dark, because the sun has tanned me. My mother’s sons were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards, but my own vineyard I have not kept. 


(KIND MAIDEN weaves her way through the crowd; she catches LOVE’S tear.)



NARRATOR

Look at the kind maiden. She also is crying! This maiden’s gaze is upon Lebanon’s stately mountain range.


(The KIND MAIDEN touches LOVE’S arm and motions for her to kneel. LOVE kneels, tentatively, trembling, searching for truth. The KIND MAIDEN prays with LOVE.)


Love speaks, yet now to an unseen acquaintance. Upon King Solomon she will focus, and only upon Him.


(LOVE rises. The KIND MAIDEN continues to kneel in prayer.)



LOVE


(LOVE addresses her unseen King)


7Tell me, O You whom I love, where You feed Your flock, where You make it rest at noon. For why should I be as one who veils herself by the flocks of Your companions?”

KIND MAIDEN


(Rises from prayer; points to the sand)


8If you do not know, O fairest among women, follow in the footsteps of the flock, and feed your little goats beside the shepherds’ tents.” 


(Spotlight on sand; LOVE’S tear falls on her toe)



NARRATOR

Does this maiden speak the truth? Love’s tear teeters. It falls! As the splashes of liquid pain kiss Love’s toe, she steps out. No longer
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