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PREFACE
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The marvels of ancient civilizations and the extraordinary feats that they accomplished have long captivated me. From the towering pyramids of Ancient Egypt to the intricate stonework of Machu Picchu, the evidence of our ancestors' brilliance and skill is etched into the very fabric of our world. However, I have grown increasingly concerned about the proliferation of theories attributing these wonders to the intervention of ancient astronauts.

While I do not discount the possibility of extraterrestrial life or even the potential for alien visitation, I firmly believe that the achievements of our ancient forebears are a testament to their intelligence, creativity, and determination. The notion that these accomplishments required the guidance and technology of advanced alien beings is, in my view, a disservice to the memory of our ancestors and the legacy they left behind.

I write this book not to dismiss those who believe in ancient alien theories, but to offer an alternative perspective that celebrates the incredible abilities of our own species. I hope that readers will come to see our ancient ancestors in a new light — not as primitive beings in need of extraterrestrial intervention, but as brilliant innovators and problem-solvers who laid the foundations for the world we inhabit today.

Together, let us celebrate the extraordinary capabilities of our ancestors and the rich tapestry of human history that has brought us to where we are today.

John A. Gillam
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Aboriginal: Relating to the Indigenous peoples of Australia, who have inhabited the continent for upwards of 60,000 years according to current research.

Ancient astronaut theory: The pseudoscientific belief that intelligent extraterrestrial beings visited Earth in antiquity and made contact with humans, influencing the development of cultures, technologies, and religions.

Ancient mythology: The collection of myths, stories, and legends created by ancient civilizations to explain the world around them, often involving gods, heroes, and supernatural beings.

Anthropomorphic: Attributed with human characteristics or behavior; in this context, it refers to the depiction of mythological beings or spirits in human-like form.

Antikythera Mechanism: An ancient Greek astronomical calculator, dated to around 150-100 BCE, which used complex gears and dials to predict the positions of celestial bodies and track the cycles of the ancient Olympic Games.

Anunnaki: The term ‘Anunnaki’ originates from ancient Mesopotamian mythology, particularly in Sumerian, Akkadian, Assyrian, and Babylonian texts. The Anunnaki were considered to be a group of deities associated with the ancient pantheon, believed to be offspring of the sky god Anu and the earth goddess Ki. They played various roles in myths, including the creation of humanity and the administration of the cosmos and the underworld.

Apocryphal stories: Narratives of doubtful authenticity or authorship that are not considered part of the canonical religious texts.

Archaeology: The study of human history and prehistory through the excavation and analysis of artifacts, physical remains, and other evidence.

Baghdad Battery: A set of three artifacts found in Khujut Rabu, near Baghdad, Iraq, in 1936, consisting of a clay jar, a copper cylinder, and an iron rod, which some believe could have been used for electroplating or generating electricity in ancient times.

Baiame: A creator god in the mythology of several Aboriginal groups in southeastern Australia, often misinterpreted by ancient astronaut theorists as an extraterrestrial being.

Bradshaw rock paintings (Gwion art): Enigmatic red ochre paintings in the Kimberley region of Western Australia depicting human figures, sometimes misinterpreted as extraterrestrial beings by fringe theorists.

Collective Unconscious: A concept proposed by Carl Jung, referring to a shared, inherited collection of knowledge, images, and archetypes that are universal among all humans and influence our behavior and thoughts.

Constantinean Donation (Donatio Constantini): A forged 8th-century document purporting to record Roman Emperor Constantine the Great's transfer of authority over Rome and the western part of the Roman Empire to Pope Sylvester I.

Cosmology: A set of beliefs and knowledge about the origin, structure, and evolution of the universe, both in scientific and cultural contexts.

Cuneiform: One of the earliest known systems of writing, originating in ancient Mesopotamia, consisting of wedge-shaped impressions made on clay tablets.

Deus ex machina: A plot device whereby a seemingly unsolvable problem in a story is abruptly resolved by an unexpected and unlikely occurrence, often interpreted in this context as referring to extraterrestrial intervention in human affairs.

Dreamtime: A term used to describe the Australian Aboriginal cosmology, mythology, and spiritual beliefs surrounding the creation of the world.

Erich von Däniken: A Swiss author who popularized the ‘ancient astronaut’ theory in his 1968 book Chariots of the Gods? and subsequent works.

Extraterrestrial Hypothesis: The idea that some UFO sightings and encounters can be explained by the presence of intelligent life from other planets visiting Earth.

Fringe theory: An idea or viewpoint that significantly departs from mainstream or conventional thinking in a field of study.

Kentril Tablets: A set of stone slabs allegedly discovered in Morocco, purporting to contain Ancient Punic writing, but later exposed as modern forgeries.

Nazca Lines: A series of massive geoglyphs etched into the desert floor in the Nazca Desert, Peru, depicting various animals, humanoid figures, and geometric shapes, believed to have been created by the Nazca culture between 500 BCE and 500 CE.

Nephilim: The Nephilim have been described as being a race of giants and hybrids. Therefore they had a mixture of human and alien DNA. According to the Book of Enoch (and the Bible), the Nephilim were massive in physical size; they had great influence and access to hidden knowledge; and, they had unusual power and abilities. 

Olmecs: An ancient Mesoamerican civilization that flourished in the present-day Mexican states of Veracruz and Tabasco.

Piri Reis Map: A 16th-century Ottoman naval map, created by admiral and cartographer Piri Reis, which depicts parts of Europe, North Africa, and the coast of Brazil with surprising accuracy for its time and from an ‘aerial’ perspective.

Popol Vuh: A sacred text of the Kʼicheʼ people, one of the Maya peoples, containing a collection of myths and histories describing the creation of the world and the legendary heroes.

Pseudoscience: A collection of beliefs or practices mistakenly regarded as being based on the scientific method.

Radiometric dating: A technique used to date materials based on the known decay rate of radioactive isotopes present in the material.

Rock art: Human-made markings on stone, including petroglyphs (carvings or engravings) and pictographs (paintings or drawings), often in a spiritual or symbolic context.

Saqqara Bird: A small wooden artifact discovered in the tomb of the ancient Egyptian official Pa-di-Imen in Saqqara, Egypt, in 1898, which resembles a bird or a glider and has led to speculation about the ancient Egyptians' knowledge of aviation.

Sumerian cuneiform: The written script of the ancient Sumerian civilization, consisting of logographic and syllabic elements inscribed on clay tablets.

UFO (Unidentified Flying Object): An object seen in the sky that cannot be immediately identified or explained, often associated with extraterrestrial spacecraft. The USA government introduced the term ‘Unidentified Aerial Phenomena’ (UAP) in 2019 as a term to replace UFO. The change in terminology reflects a shift in focus from the idea of extraterrestrial spacecraft to a more neutral, catch-all term for any unexplained aerial sightings, regardless of their origin or nature. This includes not only potential extraterrestrial vehicles but also foreign adversaries' advanced technology, natural atmospheric phenomena, or other unidentified objects.

Vimana: In ancient Hindu texts and mythology, a flying machine or vehicle described as being used by gods, demigods, and legendary human figures, often with capabilities beyond conventional human technology.

Wandjina: Cloud and rain spirits in the mythology of several Indigenous  groups in northern Australia, depicted in rock art and sometimes misinterpreted as extraterrestrial beings.
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CHAPTER ONE

The enduring allure of ancient astronauts:

Decoding a modern myth
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The ancient astronaut hypothesis is a modern myth that cleverly intertwines our fascination with the cosmos with our inherent need to ascribe meaning and purpose to the human experience. By attributing the achievements of ancient civilizations to extraterrestrial intervention, we not only diminish the ingenuity of our ancestors but also create a narrative that reflects contemporary anxieties and desires about technology and our place in the universe

Jason Colavito, The Cult of Alien Gods, 2005.

Since the dawn of human civilization, we have demonstrated an innate curiosity about our cosmic origins. Where did we come from? What forces shaped our primordial development as a species? This fundamental drive to understand our place in the universe has manifested in rich creation mythologies across cultures worldwide [1]. While these ancient stories once provided profound metaphorical context, the modern era has seen a particularly gripping origin myth take hold -— the controversial idea that extraterrestrial beings visited our ancestors in prehistory and profoundly shaped human civilization [2].

This chapter explores the enduring allure of the ancient astronaut theory, tracing its origins from early mythologies to its modern incarnation as a worldwide subculture. We will examine how this myth has developed over millennia, its intersection with UFO culture, and the significant role media has played in propagating these ideas. By deconstructing the ancient astronaut myth, we aim to understand its appeal, analyze its flaws, and appreciate the genuine marvels of human achievement that it often obscures.

Defining the ancient astronaut myth

The ancient astronaut myth, in its most basic form, posits that extraterrestrial beings visited Earth in the distant past and played a significant role in the development of human civilization. Proponents of this theory argue that these alien visitors were responsible for:

	Influencing or directly assisting in the construction of ancient monuments and structures

	Imparting advanced knowledge and technology to early human societies

	Genetically engineering or modifying early humans

	Appearing in ancient artwork and religious texts as gods or otherworldly beings.


While variations of this theory exist, the core claim remains consistent: That human civilization as we know it owes its rapid advancement to extraterrestrial intervention.

The modern iteration of this theory can be traced to the late 1960s and the wildly popular book Chariots of the Gods? by Swiss author Erich von Däniken. Building on fringe speculation from decades prior, von Däniken controversially suggested that archaeological artifacts and ancient texts contained tangible evidence of advanced extraterrestrials making contact with early societies like the Sumerians, Egyptians, and Mayans [3].

Despite being criticized by mainstream historians and scientists for its pseudoscientific arguments, von Däniken's sensationalistic theories resonated with the public and opened a new genre of ancient astronaut speculative writing [4]. In the ensuing decades, numerous authors like Zecharia Sitchin, Robert Temple, and David Childress built upon von Däniken's work, each adding their unique interpretations of artifacts, texts, and myths as circumstantial evidence reinforcing core ancient alien narratives [5].

Historical origins and development

While the modern ancient astronaut theory gained prominence in the mid-20th century, its roots can be traced back to the mythologies and religious traditions of ancient cultures. Many creation myths feature gods or divine beings descending from the heavens to interact with humans, which some ancient astronaut theorists interpret as early
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