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In the kingdom’s elite Royal Military Intelligence Department School, a rigorous 12-month program shapes raw recruits into skilled operatives. The training is demanding—sharpening archery, swordsmanship, hand-to-hand combat, physical endurance, battlefield tactics, and even ancient crafts like stone slinging and parchment-making. The goal: to forge strategic, adaptable agents ready for war and espionage alike.

Among the top trainees are Caleb and Eliyanah—two bright, disciplined minds whose bond goes deeper than friendship. As their feelings for one another grow, they make a quiet pact to keep their love hidden, knowing the danger and demands of their calling. Together, they navigate the trials of training and the hazards of missions, finding strength in each other even when ambushed by hostile forces loyal to the renegade Absalom. Their trust is tested, but never broken.

As the academic year draws to a close, Bevijoel oversees final evaluations. Tateguru, the school’s master strategist, selects Caleb, Eliyanah, and the enigmatic Jackal of Samson for a covert mission—retrieving a long-awaited shipment of masks from the seaport of Ezion-Geber. The masks, imported from Zhongyuan, are vital to future operations. Traveling on foot for stealth, the team faces espionage, ambushes, and a cryptic test orchestrated by Tateguru himself to assess their true readiness.

What begins as a retrieval operation reveals deeper layers of strategy and sacrifice. Tateguru, ever the tactician, sees in Caleb and Eliyanah not just capable operatives but a union that could serve as the ultimate cover in future missions. With his blessing, the two become not only partners in duty, but partners in life—bound by love and sharpened by war.

Amid these personal and political developments, King David reflects on his legacy—not as a warrior or ruler, but as a father. Haunted by the tragedies of his sons Amnon and Absalom, he grapples with regret and the knowledge that even kings can fail where it matters most: at home.

Beyond the Throne: Operatives and Shadows in Action is a story of espionage and endurance, of love tested in the crucible of conflict, and of the unseen choices that shape both nations and hearts.

CHAPTER one
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The Mastery of the Art of Warfare 

As the military intelligence recruits prepared to embark on their final year of training, their instructors were eager to implement a rigorous program designed to take them to new heights. The inspiring motto that would drive them forward was already emblazoned in their minds: "Strive high, aim for the sky, reach for the stars." This mantra would serve as a constant reminder of the excellence they would strive for.

The upcoming 12-month program was divided into four quarters, with a clear objective: to train individuals in the skills of archery, swordsmanship, hand-to-hand combat, physical fitness, and battlefield tactics.

The first quarter would focus on laying a solid foundation and achieving physical readiness. The recruits would study the historical context of ancient warfare and the importance of mental toughness. They would undergo intense physical training, building endurance, strength, and agility through various exercises and drills. They would also learn about weapon familiarization and maintenance, practicing basic techniques and stances for effective weapon usage. Team-building exercises and communal drills would emphasize coordination, teamwork, and communication.

In the second quarter, the recruits would hone their skills in archery and swordsmanship. They would master archery techniques, learning different aiming methods, postures, and focus. Swordsmanship training would teach them the fundamentals of grip, footwork, and balance, as well as basic strikes, blocks, parries, and counterattacks. Mentorship and oral tradition would play a significant role, with seasoned warriors passing down techniques and strategies through regular sessions.

The third quarter would shift focus to hand-to-hand combat and tactical training. Recruits would learn various unarmed combat techniques, including strikes, kicks, grappling, and defense tactics. They would study ancient and new battlefield strategies, understanding the importance of positioning, formations, flanking, and terrain usage. Simulated combat scenarios and military campaigns would provide valuable experience, while injury prevention and first aid training would emphasize the importance of health and safety.

The final quarter would be dedicated to application and evaluation. Realistic combat simulations would test the recruits' overall abilities and instincts, with individual feedback and areas for improvement provided. A graduation ceremony would acknowledge their completion of the program, recognizing achievements, growth, and personal development.

Upon graduation, the recruits would be integrated into special military and civilian departments, where they would apply their skills and knowledge. They would be encouraged to become active members, volunteering and supporting local events, while fostering an environment of mentorship and knowledge sharing.

Tateguru, the program's overseer, had designed this comprehensive training program to produce skilled military intelligence operatives. The program's adaptability and focus on safety would ensure that participants were equipped to handle the demands of their role, both physically and mentally. 
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When the trainees beheld the rigorous schedule and the extensive demands it placed on them, they came to the stark realization that their final year was no laughing matter, immersing them completely in practical military experiences. However, they were eager to acquire the skills and knowledge that would prepare them for the challenges ahead.

The first quarter was planned to commence following the twenty-third day of Abib. 

On the first day of the week after the Sabbath, on the 25th of Abib in the year 2850 of the Hebrew calendar, the inaugural term of the third and last year for the first intake at the Royal Military Intelligence Department School began. This week had only five working days, with the sixth being a minor holiday, Rosh Chodesh Iyar , to mark the beginning of the next month, Iyar. 

According to the program, on every second day of the week, they practiced archery, on the third they focused on swordsmanship, the fourth was dedicated to hand-to-hand combat, and the fifth was all about stone slinging.

Throughout the six working days, practical lessons were conducted simultaneously with Tateguru's theoretical classes, encompassing a range of subjects. Emphasis was placed on theory, as it formed the foundation of military intelligence training for the mind before the body.

DAY TWO: 

"In archery we use a bow to shoot arrows at a target. It has been practiced for tens of centuries, originally as a means of hunting and warfare. However, we can with set rules and regulations adapt it as a sport, a dangerous one of course," the archery instructor introduced, holding a bow on one hand and an arrow on the another. The weapons were of spotlessly clean silver, and the string on the bow was of a refined leather. The trainees realized these weapons were for theory training only. 

"We have at least three disciplines in archery ; target archery, field archery, and bowhunting," continued the archery instructor. 

"In target archery, archers shoot arrows at a target usually placed at a specific distance. The goal is to score points by hitting the center of the target, which is divided into concentric circles with different point values," the instructor paused watching the trainees' reactions. "Gaining points is for training purposes and evaluation only. In real time battle hitting the bull is for making sure the enemy is taken down with one shot."

The trainees exchanged glances, some nodding their heads in agreement, and some smiling wildly with interest. What they had learned in theory was coming to a live show now. 

The instructor waved his hand to say Okey that's enough, and continued, "Field archery takes place in a natural outdoor setting, often in wooded areas or open fields, where archers move through a course and shoot arrows at targets placed at varying distances and angles. This discipline tests an archer's ability to adapt to different terrain and shooting conditions."

"Bowhunting, on the other hand," continued the instructor. "is the practice of using a bow and arrows to hunt game animals. It requires a high level of skill, patience, and ethical responsibility. Bowhunters must make precise shots to ensure a quick and humane kill, and they spend extensive time practicing and honing their archery skills before heading out into the field," explained the archery supremo. 

" Summarily, archery is a versatile and engaging activity that offers opportunities for physical fitness, mental focus, social interaction, and personal growth. Whether practiced for warfare, hunting, or cultural heritage, archery continues to captivate individuals around the kingdoms with its timeless appeal and enduring significance," said the instructor as he replaced the bow and arrow he had been holding all along, into a rack.

He then gave the trainees to ask only three questions, on each discipline.

After discussing among them selves, the trainees came up with the three questions:

1. "What are the specific rules and regulations for adapting archery as a sport?"

2. "How do the varying distances and angles in field archery affect an archer's performance?"

3. "What kind of game animals can be hunted with a bow and arrow in bowhunting?"

The archery instructor said he was happy with such brilliant questions. 

He then went on to answer all the questions respectively.  

1. "To engage
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