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WOMEN HAVE BEEN WRITING science fiction since the beginning of the genre; in fact, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein is considered to be the first science fiction novel. Throughout the history of speculative fiction, women have written stories and contributed to the field, although sometimes the authors have used initials or pseudonyms to disguise their gender. Today, there are many women openly writing science fiction and fantasy, but even when they are recognized within the field, they may not always be visible outside it. For example, media articles may list best-selling male authors in the genre but fail to mention any female authors. This is a shame, as there are a great many women authors who deserve more recognition. As I said on my blog on January 26, 2015, “Women create great aliens and worlds, come up with witty dialogue, rock their science and action scenes, and evoke emotion. Some women writers are more well-known than others, but they all deserve an audience.”

In April 2015, I did my own part to increase visibility of SF/fantasy female authors by featuring them during the annual A-Z Blogging Challenge. For six days a week, I featured a few authors categorized by the letter of the day. Halfway through the month, I came up with the idea of collecting my blog posts into book format. This would allow me to expand my list of authors, as well as provide more detail about some of them. The authors would also get more visibility by putting this discussion directly in the online bookstores. If you wish to read the original posts (which included pictures of the books in my personal collection), you can find them by searching for the “SF Women A-Z” tag on my blog. (See the back of this book for the link.) For the purpose of this book, all women are listed under their surname, so some authors are listed under a different letter than they were on my blog.

In this book, I'll be introducing you to over eighty women SF/Fantasy authors. There are so many more I could list, but to keep the scope manageable I’ll focus mostly on books and authors I’ve read. I’m a voracious reader (I read over 200 books a year) and a longtime attendee of WisCon, a feminist SF/fantasy convention. I’m also a founding member of Broad Universe, an organization dedicated to promoting women writers of science fiction, fantasy, and horror. Finally, I was a member of the Online Writing Workshop for Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror for about ten years before lack of time forced me to let my membership lapse. All of these factors have helped me discover many great women authors.

Each entry includes information about the author, using their personal websites and/or Wikipedia as sources. Since I’ve met some of these women at WisCon or interacted with them online, I mention that where applicable. I also describe the author’s books so you can track them down at your favorite bookstore.

Many of the authors I’ve featured are well-known and have earned lots of accolades; others are up-and-coming. They're traditionally published, indie published, and hybrid. They come from many different backgrounds, and they write everything from hard science fiction to urban fantasy. I've read at least one book by most of these women, but some of them are fairly new to me too. Hopefully by the time you’ve finished this book, you'll have discovered some new-to-you authors. If there is sufficient interest, I’m open to a sequel featuring more authors. So, let's get started.
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Alma Alexander
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ALMA ALEXANDER IS A fantasy author and a member of Broad Universe. Her works include The Secrets of Jin-Shei, about a group of women in an imaginary empire similar to ancient China. Although the women are from different classes, they pledge loyalty to each other with bonds that affect their lives. I’ve read this book but haven’t gotten to the sequels yet. She also has a Worldweavers fantasy series aimed at young adults. I’ve read and enjoyed the first book, Gift of the Unmage, but again haven’t gotten to the others. You can find Alexander on Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alma_Alexander) and her website (http://www.almaalexander.org). 
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Amber Argyle
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AMBER ARGYLE IS A NEW discovery for me. I saw Winter Queen on a free/bargain book e-mail list, gave it a try, and decided to read not just that book, but two other books in her Fairy Queens series. (The premise behind her series is that nature fairies choose two humans to be their Summer and Winter Queens. These women gain power over their season but sacrifice their humanity, so it’s a choice only for the desperate.) She is also the author of the Witch Song series, which I haven’t read but seems to be quite popular. She appears to be an indie author, and a very successful one at that. Learn more about her and her work on her website (http://amberargyle.com) and blog (http://amberargyle.blogspot.com).
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Catherine Asaro
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ASARO IS AN AWARD-WINNING author of everything from hard science fiction to romantic fantasy. She's a dancer with a doctorate in chemical physics (so she writes scientific papers too), not to mention a past SFWA president and editor. How much more awesome can one woman get? 

I'm most familiar with Asaro's romantic fantasy Lost Continent series. I'm particular about romance (which is part of the reason I prefer it as a side plot and not the main focus of a book), but I did enjoy the relationships in this series, as I felt the partners really complemented each other. I haven't tackled the Skolian Empire series yet, but the reader's guide on Wikipedia will be a big help whenever I have a chance to start that series. Learn more about her on Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_Asaro) and her website (http://www.catherineasaro.net).
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Gael Baudino
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I INCLUDED BAUDINO because Gossamer Axe, a fantasy about rescuing a prisoner from the Sidhe with rock-and-roll, introduced me to lesbian characters and made me sympathize with them. (Prior to that I didn't know much about them—yes, I was sheltered.) Fiction is a wonderful way to open the mind, especially if it's science fiction. She’s featured on Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gael_Baudino). 
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Elizabeth Bear
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ELIZABETH BEAR IS A highly skilled writer and winner of the John W. Campbell Award and the Hugo. Her works include both fantasy and science fiction. I’ve read Blood and Iron (fantasy) and Carnival (science fiction), but those books are only a fraction of her work. Samples of some of her other stories are part of my immense To Be Read list. Learn more about her on Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Bear) and her website, which is at http://www.elizabethbear.com.
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Marion Zimmer Bradley
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I WAS A BIG FAN OF Bradley’s Sword and Sorceress series (anthologies about swordswomen, sorceresses, and occasionally both) for a while and thought about submitting a short story to this anthology, but I didn't get anything to the point where I felt it was worth submitting. The series is still going strong, so maybe I should come up with a story for it. Of course, I’ve also read The Mists of Avalon and The Forest House; I learned during researching her that she has other works about Avalon. Here’s her Wikipedia entry (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marion_Zimmer_Bradley) and official website (http://www.mzbworks.com).
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Broad Universe
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SPECIAL HONORABLE MENTION to all the members of Broad Universe, which is dedicated to promoting women writers of science fiction, fantasy, and horror. It was founded at WisCon in 2000, and I'm proud to say I'm been a member since the beginning. We support each other online and at conventions. You can find the current full roster here (http://broaduniverse.org/current-members).
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Terri Bruce
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TERRI BRUCE IS A MEMBER of Broad Universe and a former blogging buddy of mine. (She is the founder of the Blog Ring of Power, a group of blogs—including mine—that would host “traveling interviews” with SF/fantasy authors. Unfortunately, we no longer have time to do this.) She’s the author of the Afterlife series, which is about a ghost's journey through the afterlife and required a lot of mythology research. Bruce captures the poignancy of the heroine realizing too late how much she missed out on when she was alive. This series started out with a traditional publisher, but when they introduced errors into the second book, Bruce got her rights back and published her books herself. Learn more about her on her website (http://www.terribruce.net).
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Lois Bujold
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BUJOLD IS A RELATIVELY recent discovery for me. I was awed by her Chalion series—and a bit embarrassed that my Season Avatars series (which I first drafted long before I read Bujold) features both season-based deities and countries with similar names.  We take the basic ideas in vastly different directions, in my opinion. The climaxes of her Chalion books evoke a strong sense of wonder. I'm not very far along in the science fiction Vorkosigan Saga; I recently finished Young Miles. I like the occasional touches of wry humor in these books. Here’s her official website (http://www.dendarii.com) and her Wikipedia entry (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lois_McMaster_Bujold).
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Lindsay Buroker
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BUROKER IS AN INDIE fantasy author who's become an automatic buy for me. Her books
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