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​INTRODUCTION
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This book, Understanding Grammatical Names and Functions, is a long-awaited response to numerous requests from students and teachers to have a one-stop book on grammatical names and functions. The book addresses most (if not all) of the issues regarding the simple understanding of grammatical names (grammatical forms) and grammatical functions in English.

Now you have it.

Is it the definition of grammatical form or name that you are looking for? Do you wish to learn how to easily identify and state the grammatical name and function of an expression? Maybe you want to have a better understanding of the various parts of speech in English and also can quickly state the part of speech of any word in a sentence.

For some students and teachers of the English Language, having a large collection of examples, questions and answers on grammatical names and functions would be a dream come true.

Well, these and a lot more are what you will find here. At the end of it all, please, do not hesitate to send me a message regarding anything that has to do with this book. I have done everything humanly possible to give you clear and dependable explanations and examples of each topic about how to identify and state the part of speech or grammatical name and function of an expression.

But do not forget. I am still human so I may have committed an error or made a mistake somewhere. Feel free to let me know what you think.


Finally, allow me to give you a word of hope.


There is nothing impossible in this world. What we need to overcome any challenge is to have an open and positive mind, and be determined to do all that we can, never leaving any room for negative thoughts. I have seen thousands of students follow this universal truth to go on and conquer this topic with full marks. It is entirely possible for you too.

I wish you good luck
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​GRAMMATICAL FORM (GRAMMATICAL NAME) – MEANING AND EXAMPLES EXAMPLES
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The terms ‘grammatical form’ and ‘grammatical name’ mean the same thing. They are used interchangeably. Remember this all the time as you go through this book on how best to state the grammatical name and function of any expression in a sentence.

The major examples of grammatical forms are word classes such as nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs together with their corresponding phrases and clauses. The grammatical form of a given expression in a sentence, therefore, could be anything from a noun or adjective to a noun phrase or adverbial clause.

One important reason for you to study grammatical forms is that you may be asked to state the grammatical form of selected words or groups of words from a sentence. That is if you are a high school or college student who expects to take a test in an English paper.

As a curious independent adult learner interested in learning more about how language functions, knowledge of grammatical forms will be a great addition to your linguistics toolkit.

By the end of this tutorial, you should be in a position to know what is expected from you any time you have to state the grammatical form of an expression in a sentence or a passage.

Additionally, you must know the difference between grammatical form and grammatical function so that you can give the right answer to such English grammar questions. So I will show you the difference between the two as well.

​Definition of Grammatical Form

BEFORE WE IDENTIFY the examples of grammatical forms, I want you to learn the definition of grammatical form. When you know what the term grammatical form re- ally means, you will be in a much better position to answer exam questions on grammatical forms. So here is your simple definition of grammatical form.

Grammatical form is a term used to describe or name a linguistic unit that forms part of a sentence or clause. The particular grammatical form of a linguistic unit is usually based on its composition, structure and function in a sentence.

Remember also that the linguistic unit in question could be a single word or a group of words.

Another term often used to refer to grammatical form is grammatical name.

​Grammatical Form vs. Grammatical Function

THE BASIC DIFFERENCE between grammatical form and grammatical function is that while grammatical form deals with the name given to a grammatical unit made up of a single word or a group of words, a grammatical function has to do with the role of the grammatical unit (grammatical form) in relation to other grammatical units within the context of a sentence.

This is why the expressions we use to state a grammatical form's function in a sentence may sound in any of the following ways.


It is the object of the verb .....

Its function is the subject of the verb...

It qualifies the noun ...

Modifier of the verb ...

It is a complement of the preposition...


​Examples of Grammatical Forms

EXAMPLES OF GRAMMATICAL forms are nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, noun phrases, noun clauses, adjectival phrases and adjectival



​Word Classes/Parts of Speech
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