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			Robert Louis Stevenson

			Scottish writer

			
					Born in Edinburgh in 1850

					Died in Vailima (Samoan Islands) in 1894

					Notable works:	Travels with a Donkey in the Cévennes (1879), travel writing

	Treasure Island (1883), novel

	The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886), novella




			

			Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894), a Scottish writer and avid traveller, drew inspiration from memories of his travels across France, America and the Samoan Islands when writing his stories. As a young adult in fragile health, he gave up his studies to devote himself to writing. His rhythmic, unrealistic stories were innovative for his time.

			Travels with a Donkey in the Cévennes (1879), Treasure Island (1883) and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) are among his best-known works. Stevenson was also the writer of essays on literary theory, as well as descriptive and documentary writings on the Pacific Islands, Stevenson was one of the first Europeans who defended the natives of the Samoan islands from colonial powers.

		


		
			The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

			A philosophical novella in which fantasy and crime fiction meet

			
					Genre: novella

					Reference edition: Stevenson, R. L. (2003) The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. London: Penguin Classics.

					First edition: 1886

					Themes: duality, conformism, morals, freedom, urges, temptation

			

			The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is a tale which has been revered since its publication and continues to fascinate readers as much as ever due to its fantastical character and its criminal, philosophical and religious nuances. The text tells the story of a scientist who, obsessed by the duality of his being, made up of both good and evil, decides to physically separate these two beings. Dualist theories, free will, the gaze of the ‘Other’, social conformism, the temptations to which man is subjected, and the weaknesses of human will are also points that are dealt with throughout the novella and which continue to incite the curiosity of readers of all ages.

		


		
			Summary

			Chapter 1 – Story of the door

			The novella begins by introducing the lawyer, Mr Utterson, who ends up, during a walk with his friend Enfield, in front of a door that reminds the latter of a story. One day he had seen a man beat a little girl. The man had then offered to pay compensation to the victim. To do so, he went through that very door and emerged with money and a cheque bearing a name that is “very well known and often printed” (p. 7), that Enfield prefers not to disclose. He does, however, reveal the name of the attacker: Hyde. Utterson seems hesitant when he hears this story and confirms that he knows the person who lives in the house. The two friends agree not to talk about it thereafter.

			Chapter 2 – Search for Mr Hyde

			Utterson is worried by the provisions of his friend Jekyll’s will: in the event of his death or disappearance, all his possessions would go to Edward Hyde. The story told by Enfield increases his fears as it was the door to Jekyll’s house. He decides to observe it and ends up surprising Hyde. He confirms that he lives in another area. Utterson then wants to see Jekyll, but the butler, Poole, explains that he is away and that Hyde has the house key. Utterson decides to investigate Hyde’s identity.

			Chapter 3 – Dr Jekyll was quite at ease

			During an evening organised by Jekyll, Utterson tries to get more information on Hyde. Jekyll refuses to speak about it and asks Utterson to respect the provisions of his will.

			Chapter 4 – The Carew murder case

			A crime takes place one year after the meeting between Utterson and Hyde. The victim is Danvers Carew, Member of Parliament and the criminal, recognised by a maid, is Mr Hyde. He beat the victim with his stick, half of which had been found near the body. Utterson recognises the stick: it is a present he once gave to Jekyll. He goes with a police inspector to Hyde’s address, but he has disappeared, leaving behind him the other half of the stick and a destroyed cheque book. There is no longer any doubt in his mind as to the criminal’s identity.

			Chapter 5 – Incident of the letter

			Utterson goes to see Jekyll, who is very ill. He insists that he has cut all contact with Hyde, who has nonetheless sent him a letter, without a postmark, to let him know that he is safe from any judicial persecution. But Poole confirms that the postman only delivered “circulars” (p. 35). A friend of Utterson who is an expert in handwriting, examines the letter sent to Jekyll by Hyde, as well as an invitation written by Jekyll. He confirms that the writing is the same.

			Chapter 6 – Remarkable incident of Dr Lanyon

			Time passes with no news from Hyde. Utterson continues to see his friends, but Jekyll abruptly decides to stop seeing anyone. Lanyon, a mutual friend, no longer wants to hear or speak about Jekyll and dies shortly after from an unexpected illness. Utterson decides to open a letter sent by Lanyon before his death. Inside, he finds a letter to be read only after Jekyll’s death.

			Chapter 7 – Incident at the window

			During a walk, Utterson and Enfield decide to go into the courtyard of Jekyll’s house, whom they see at a window. He wants to talk to them, but his face suddenly goes pale and he closes the window. The two friends leave the courtyard in silence.

			Chapter 8 – The last night

			Utterson goes to see Jekyll at Poole’s request. The butler thinks that his master has been killed as the voice of the person in Jekyll’s permanently closed cabinet is not Jekyll. Moreover, he has seen a small, masked individual inside. Utterson and Poole break down the cabinet door and find Hyde, in Jekyll’s clothes, dying. He has taken a drug to kill himself. There is no sign of Jekyll’s body. Utterson discovers a letter written by his friend, who leaves him his whole fortune and asks him to read the story in the envelope sent by Lanyon.

			Chapter 9 – Dr Lanyon’s narrative

			The letter sent by Lanyon says that Jekyll asked him to go to his laboratory to fetch a drawer which he had to give to someone who was coming to his house at midnight. The person in question was Hyde, who prepared a mixture of the products of the drawer in question. He then asked Lanyon if he wanted to satisfy his scientific curiosity. When he said yes, Hyde drank the mixture and turned into Jekyll.

			Chapter 10 – Henry Jekyll’s full statement of the case

			The final chapter is the confession that Jekyll wrote before committing suicide. In it he speaks of his curiosity surrounding the duality of man, who is made up of good and bad, and of his project of “the separation of these elements” (p. 75). He admits to having made a potion that turned him into his evil side, Edward Hyde. He then rented a house for Hyde and wrote a will in his favour. But the potion gradually became less effective. Forced to increase the dose to remain as Jekyll, he became increasingly ill and old. He felt Hyde’s hatred towards him and fear of death. As he could no longer find one of the necessary ingredients to make the potion, he decided to kill himself so that Hyde had no chance of survival.

		


		
			Character study

			Mr Utterson

			Utterson is the first character Stevenson introduces. The author presents him as a quiet, strange man, full of contradictions: “cold, scanty and embarrassed in discourse; backward in sentiment” but also “somehow lovable”; “he enjoyed the theatre”, but “had not crossed the doors of one for twenty years” (p. 3).

			He is the very model of a Victorian gentleman, austere, serious and intelligent: “It was his custom of a Sunday, when this meal was over, to sit close by the fire, a volume of some dry divinity on his reading-desk, until the clock of the neighbouring church rang out the hour of twelve, when he would go soberly and gratefully to bed” (p. 12).

			Despite his misanthropic appearance, he demonstrates remarkable warmth and compassion in response to the suffering and pain of his friends Lanyon and Jekyll. He is also motivated by justice as he wants Hyde to be punished for his crimes at all costs.

			He is the common thread that joins all the other characters (and also the lawyer in charge of most of his friends’ wills). They end up confiding all their stories in him. He thus becomes a sort of Sherlock Holmes to uncover the mystery surrounding the relationship between his friend Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

			Dr Jekyll

			This doctor, fascinated by chemistry, whose face has “something of a slyish cast perhaps, but every mark of capacity and kindness” (p. 23), gradually begins to distance himself from his friends and live reclusively in his luxurious house. His true identity, what he wants to do and his concerns are revealed in the final chapter of the novella.

			Since his youth he has felt a double nature within him: a positive side and a negative side. As he was experiencing both states with the same enjoyment, he decides to physically separate the two components of his being with the help of a potion that he has managed to make. He therefore represents the scientist who uses science for the wrong things. But, much like the sorcerer’s apprentice, at a certain point he can no longer control the effects of the potion: over time, Jekyll starts to turn into Hyde without taking the potion. He will also be punished for his actions as they are almost impious, a sin of pride – indeed, much like a god, he has divided two parts that constituted a whole, modelled on the separation of Adam and Eve. He therefore must sacrifice himself to get rid of the evil embodied by Mr Hyde.

			This character makes reference to Manichaeism, a religion based on a strictly opposing duality of the concepts of good and evil. He is therefore a character who is composed of different parts, reminding us of Manicheans, alchemists from the Middle Ages (for example, the dark story of Gilles de Rais, a friend of Joan of Arc, whom alchemy and black magic led to commit the most terrible crimes) and modern scientists, who sometimes take their research extremely far (cloning, for example).

			Mr Hyde

			This character is the
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