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To my ten amazing children, whose liberty is the reason I fight. Your innocence is my preoccupation and your future children’s liberty is my obsession. There would be no Activist Mommy and no Not on My Watch without you. I love all ten of you with my whole heart and thank you so much for all you’ve done and sacrificed to help your mommy fight for truth, freedom, and righteousness. Hopefully, you will have a much brighter future because of the work we as a family have done to push back the darkness.

To my mom and dad, for teaching me how to fight and persevere against all odds. I love you both!

To my pastor, Ante, who called out the “Deborah” in me in 2015. You saw in me something I was afraid to see: that God was about to rocket me out of my comfort zone for such a time as this. Some men are too prideful or intimidated to recognize a call on a woman’s life, but not you. Thank you so much for believing in me.

To my husband, my biggest cheerleader and helper in this life. Your constant encouragement and vision for greater accomplishments has helped me reach heights I never dreamed possible. Fear of failure would have snuffed out my work many times, but alas, I’m married to the consummate visionary, and you are always there rooting me on to take bigger risks. I thank you for that and love you so much. Thank you for the hours you put into this project. It would never have happened without you. We have made some waves and done some crazy things. There is no one I’d rather do crazy stuff with more than you.









FOREWORD

BY TODD STARNES

In this world there are mama bears who will do anything to protect their children. And then there’s Elizabeth Johnston—she’s a mama grizzly.

I first met Elizabeth several years ago when she faced the wrath of the nameless, faceless censors at Facebook. After sharing her story with the nation, the social media giant temporarily backed off. But since then she has faced an onslaught of cyberspace bullies in her noble quest to protect not just her children, but every child in the nation. The attacks have been vicious, but Elizabeth never backed down. She stood her ground and quickly became known as the Activist Mommy.

It’s amazing how God uses the most unsuspecting people to advance the Kingdom work—from Moses to David to the apostle Paul. So maybe it should not be that surprising that the Lord decided to choose a mother of ten from North Carolina to become a mighty culture warrior.

She single-handedly exposed the radical sex agenda at Teen Vogue and launched the global Sex Ed Sit Out movement. Her bold stand earned her accolades from many Christian leaders, including Franklin Graham. That’s why I’m so excited for you to read Not on My Watch: How to Win the Fight for Family, Faith, and Freedom.”

This book will equip moms and dads with the essential tools they need to fight the good fight in our rapidly changing culture. Elizabeth does not shy away from the controversial and downright politically incorrect topics of the day—from natural marriage to abortion to the war on gender to the sexualization of children.

I want you to read this book, devour every sentence, and then share it with your friends and family members and church members. This is the kind of book that can rock the culture to its very foundation. And don’t be surprised by the time you read the last page that you, too, have become a mama or papa grizzly.

Todd Starnes

Fox News Channel







INTRODUCTION


The Left has been advancing and claiming more and more territory while we have attended church and been content to wait for Jesus to come back.


I’m a simple homeschooling mom who lives on a small farm with my hubby, ten kids, horses, chickens, cats, and a dog. For a year, I have used Scotch tape to rig my phone to the rearview mirror of my fifteen-passenger van (or bus, as people like to call it) while I rant about the social and moral issues that cause me as a mom and a conservative Christian grave concern. One thing has become clear since I began this journey as the Activist Mommy—God uses simple, willing vessels who can’t be bullied or bribed.

At times Facebook and Twitter have suspended my accounts, YouTube and Google have denied monetization of my pages, and numerous media outlets have written outrageous hit pieces about me and my family. Stories about the Left’s censorship of me have hit Fox and Friends, the New York Times, and beyond.

Why me? Well, to the CEOs at Google, Twitter, and Facebook, I’m a social and political heretic. And, even worse, I’ve shown them that they don’t intimidate me. I’ve learned how to run headfirst into difficult situations and trust God for the outcome. I’ve learned how to embrace controversy and use it to expose the intolerance, hypocrisy, and immorality of the Left. I’ve learned to laugh at their bigotry. (They haaaaaate being laughed at more than anything!) I’ve learned that personal opposition and character assassinations are simply stepping-stones to increase your reach and influence, if you will only stay the course and remain humble. Because I’ve learned to do the above, I am hated by the Left and celebrated by everyday citizens who don’t have a large platform to spread their ideas.

In only one year, my following on Facebook organically grew from seven thousand to half a million. Yes, all while scotch-taping my phone to the rearview mirror of my van, breastfeeding my babies, changing diapers, homeschooling ten kids, burning Teen Vogue magazines, launching a global movement to fight graphic sex ed, and shutting down sex-trafficking brothels. Quite an odd spread of activity there, wouldn’t you say? Desperate times deserve desperate measures.

It should be obvious that the world around us has gone stark raving mad. Right is wrong and wrong is right. Men are now allowed to be in girls’ locker rooms and restrooms and vice versa. Three thousand babies are killed every day in America through abortion,1 and our tax dollars are paying for Planned Parenthood execs to get rich off the blood money of those innocent babies. Drag queens who identify as alien killer clowns are reading books about gender identity to preschoolers during story hour in tax-subsidized libraries.2 Children in public schools are being taught Islamic prayers from the “peaceful” Muslim religion,3 but the Christian God and Christian holidays are deemed dangerous by many and are banned from the public schools. Yes, you heard that right. Muhammad is now peaceful and Jesus is dangerous. Somebody get me some duct tape before my head explodes!

Let’s get one thing straight: the reason we are in this mess is because Christians lack courage and have weak stomachs for controversy and confrontation. Granted, I’ve pretty much always been the kind of person who bucks the status quo, fights for the underdog, and pokes the tyrannical bear with a stick. You might say my personality is kind of built for battle. But I receive frequent messages from people who are gripped by fear that prevents them from speaking up at their jobs, their schools, their city council meetings, and even in the presence of their own family members.

Why are we so fearful, when we have no shortage in God’s Word of examples of courageous believers? Our heritage is chock-full of Christian heroes! Noah was likely ridiculed for 150 years as he obeyed God and built the ark. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego courageously defied their tyrannical king and were willing to be burned alive in order to remain faithful to their God. Daniel prayed with the windows wide open, publicly defying the king’s orders. It was as if Daniel was mocking the leaders with “Nah-nee-nah-nee-boo-boo! Come arrest me!” God defended him and promoted him for his public courage and resistance to an ungodly law. The Hebrew midwives defied orders and saved the little Jewish babies, risking their lives by disobeying Pharaoh’s decree. The apostles turned the world upside down and preached boldly when the authorities forbade them.4 These heroic individuals from God’s Word are more than ample examples to imitate, but few are doing so, and now we risk the threat of losing our freedoms.

In a culture that’s trying to silence Christians, how should we respond? How did Jesus respond when His enemies tried to silence Him and Pilate threatened to kill Him? Did He say, “Okay, I won’t rock the boat” or “I’ll go along to get along, lest I offend someone”? No, He said, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above” (John 19:11). We should respond with that same courage and confidence. We are the salt and light of the world! And the Bible says if we lose our saltiness we are good for nothing except to be trodden underfoot by men! (Matthew 5:13–14).

I believe we have a dearth in our nation of bold, unwavering Christians who are willing to address and take action on the burning social issues of the day that are destroying our souls, our families, and our country. I also believe God’s Word has the answer to all of these issues. So I began the Activist Mommy with the desire to apply what God’s Word says to the untouchable, politically incorrect issues of abortion, Islam, radical feminism, homosexuality, and the attack on the natural family.

Just look at some of the stories in the headlines these days:


• Not only are homosexuals forcing bakers to bake their same-sex-wedding cakes; now Satanists are attempting to force Christian bakers to bake their satanic cakes.5

• Schools with uniform requirements are changing to gender-free clothing so no one gets offended.6

• Another football coach was fired for praying with his students.7

• The Boston City Hall plaza will fly the gay pride flag, transgender flag, and flags of communist countries, but won’t fly the Christian flag!8

• Planned Parenthood was actually in the running for the Nobel Peace Prize Award.9 (Yes, you read that correctly!)

• Middle school students are being taught, at taxpayer expense, pornographic, gender-bending, sex education in public schools.


This is war! And if you’re waiting around for a quick little rapture fix to get you out of this mess, you are not a soldier in this battle. Pastor Wade Trimmer said this about the modern Christian church: “We’re the only team I’ve ever played on that preaches a victorious Christ and roots for the opposition (the anti-Christ) to win so that we can get off the field! After all, ‘The quicker they fry, the quicker we fly!’”10 Pssssh! He’s right. Think about it. For the last fifty years, the church has been throwing Super Bowl parties and playing Twister in youth group, while the Left has taken crucial battlefield after battlefield. Abortion. Same-sex marriage. Pornography. Education. Removing God from the public square. The Left has been advancing and claiming more and more territory while we have attended church and been content to wait for Jesus to come back. This is not the attitude or teaching of Scripture. Jesus said, “Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13 KJV). He didn’t say, “Hide till I come” or “Hunker down till I come.”

What are you doing to occupy and build His kingdom till He returns? What would happen to our world if the eighty million evangelicals who are praying, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus” were at the abortion factories every day, praying and witnessing? I’ll tell you. Abortion would end. What if the eighty million evangelicals said we would boycott the internet until pornography is banned and obscenity laws are enforced? I guarantee you in a skinny minute, internet porn would be dealt a huge blow. Eighty million customers are a lot of customers! But we’re too busy entertaining ourselves on our phones and watching television to build God’s kingdom on the earth. We’re too busy arguing about whether we’re Calvinists or Armenians to unite and change things.

Have you ever noticed how soldiers on the front lines of a battle don’t have time for petty squabbles? They’re too busy rescuing the perishing for pettiness. If you’ve got time for pettiness, you need to enlist in the army. You need to get on the front lines. Before long you’ll have so many darts











PRAISE FOR NOT ON MY WATCH

“Not on My Watch captures the passion and calling of Elizabeth Johnston and everyone who values faith, family, and freedom. This spunky mother of ten homeschooled children and a faithful wife to an equally busy husband has every excuse to watch the culture wars from the sidelines. Propelled into Christian activism by the story of Kentucky Clerk Kim Davis in 2015, Elizabeth set ablaze social media and soon became rightly known as the Activist Mommy. Her personal story is inspiring. This book is well-written and will inspire you. Not on My Watch is a must-read.”

Mathew D. Staver, Esq., B.C.S.
 Founder and chairman, Liberty Counsel

“Not on My Watch will inspire mama bears across the world and teach them how to fight for their children.”

Sam Sorbo
 Filmmaker, actress, author, and homeschool advocate

“What a blessing it has been to know Elizabeth Johnston and her amazing family for so many years! Their love for God and people is a powerful testimony of God’s grace in their lives, and Elizabeth’s uncompromising commitment to speak truth and stand for righteousness both inside and outside her home has elevated her to prominence at a time when our nation needs ‘mama bears’ the most! We thank God for her voice and highly recommend you read and apply the truths from Not on My Watch.”

David and Jason Benham
 Nationally acclaimed entrepreneurs, speakers, and best-selling authors

“As the events of 2015 surrounding same-sex marriage and religious freedom exploded, I was faced with an opposition of the most fierce kind. So when Elizabeth Johnston and her family rolled onto the scene in Morehead, Kentucky, she saw and experienced a culture war that inspired her to speak up and become known as the Activist Mommy. She has become a passionate and tireless voice and is an inspiration for all of us. It is not a matter of if our Christian values will be challenged; it is only a matter of when we will face opposition. Elizabeth is sounding the call to action. For this busy mother, silence is not an option. Elizabeth is not afraid to declare truth and to declare it boldly in her new book, Not on My Watch. May the title of this book describe all who call upon the name of the Lord.”

Kim Davis
 Former Rowan County (Kentucky) Clerk and author of Under God’s Authority

“When the Lord inaugurated the New Covenant, He used an unlikely source to pave the way. John the Baptist rightly belonged in the Jewish temple serving as a priest. Yet he was called to be Christ’s forerunner. God has raised in our day an unlikely source to call America to her senses; to fight against the regressive efforts to move our nation further away from God and toward secular humanism, sexual deviancy, and the slavery of Marxism. Elizabeth Johnston, a wife and homeschool mother of ten children, has sounded the alarm: NOT ON MY WATCH! May the nation echo this call and join this cause!”

Abraham Hamilton III
 General counsel and public policy analyst, American Family Association

“What accounts for the sensation of the Activist Mommy? It is merely a mama bear, Elizabeth Johnston, being faithful over many years as a wife, mother, and committed Christian. Her private life produced the fruit of her public life. This book is a merger of both. I highly recommend it.”

Rev. Rusty Lee Thomas
 National director, Operation Save America

“Elizabeth Johnston’s commitment to the Word of God is a delight to experience in all she does. Not on My Watch is a personification of this commitment and an inspiration to those who might be standing on the sidelines wondering what to do next in this war on Christians and our families. I felt a sense of hope as I read this book—a must-read for all Christians, but especially moms!”

Molly Smith
 President, Cleveland Right to Life

“This is war. Never in the history of the United States have our freedoms, faith, families, and children in the womb been under such relentless attack as right now. Making matters worse, our religious and political leaders surrender our constitutional rights and protections by failing to recognize the Marxist strategies and tactics of the Left. With both wit and wisdom, the Activist Mommy shows us how to oppose the ideologies that threaten the foundations of our constitutional republic. Not everybody can be the Activist Mommy, but we can all join the fight and actively protect our faith, families, and children in the womb.”

Patrick Martin
 Outreach and development director, Alaska Right to Life

“Not on My Watch is a must-read for every mom concerned for the future of our children, our country, and our out-of-control culture. A refreshing perspective from a mom turned activist, Elizabeth Johnston brings much needed ‘mommy sense’ to a world saturated with nonsense.”

Kimberly Fletcher
 President and founder, Moms for America, Inc.

“We are living in frightening times—but Elizabeth Johnston isn’t letting fear keep her off the battlefield. Her courage and straight talk is inspiring a generation of mothers to stand in the gap for their children. If you’re struggling to find your voice or if you wonder if this battle really can be won, be encouraged! Not on My Watch is a guidebook for parents who no longer wish to be sidelined by a politically correct culture. As a mother of seven, I applaud Elizabeth for leading the way back toward truth in a culture that is in desperate need of it. Not on My Watch is a must-read for every parent and grandparent who wants to make a positive difference in the lives of the next generation.”

Heidi St. John aka The Busy Mom
 Mother of seven, podcaster, speaker, and author of Becoming MomStrong

“From the moment I began to read this adventure of North America’s warrior princess against all things evil and ridiculous, my heart started to beat faster, and it never stopped. Every word, every story, every triumph, every truth that is offered to help us stand with courage breathed life into my soul and ignited something deep within me. Reading Not on My Watch evoked tears, anger, and laughter, and it caused my being to bow in surrender asking for help from heaven as we wrestle on earth with the evil that Elizabeth exposes time after time. Activist Mommy is my hero, and she is fearless like a hurricane. Read Not on My Watch and feel the wind of God’s Spirit calling you into the battle.”

Laura-Lynn Tyler Thompson
 Canadian activist and author of Relentless Redemption

“If you’re looking for Elizabeth Johnston, you’ll find her leading a heroic effort on the front lines of wherever the battle is the hottest. I recommend her book because I have seen her in action. She’s the real deal, and her godly children are a testimony that you can be a successful mom and an activist!”

Janet Porter
 Author and president of Faith2Action
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