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A Biblical call to total surrender
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Biblical worship is far deeper than music, emotion, atmosphere, or religious performance. In Scripture, worship is a life laid down before a holy and mighty God. Radical worship is worship that costs something. It is worship that refuses compromise, refuses self-glorification, and refuses to turn God into a means of personal entertainment or emotional stimulation.

Modern culture often seeks pleasure, comfort, excitement, self-expression, and sensory satisfaction. Biblical worship, however, calls man to die to self, exalt God alone, and walk in holiness, obedience, reverence, and sacrifice. This is where the clash begins.

Modern worship culture can subtly become man-centred: “Did I enjoy the service?” “Did the music move me?” “Was the atmosphere exciting?”, and “Did I feel something?” But true worship asks entirely different questions: Was God honoured? Was Christ exalted? Was truth proclaimed? Was holiness present? Were hearts surrendered? Biblical worship is never primarily about pleasing the flesh or stimulating emotions. It is about giving God the honour due His Name. King David declared: “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”

Worship is therefore not spiritual entertainment. It is the response of a surrendered heart to the majesty of God. True worship is not confined to singing. According to Scripture, worship involves the whole life. The apostle Paul wrote that believers are to present themselves as “living sacrifices.” This means worship includes obedience, holiness, sacrifice, humility, devotion, endurance, reverence, and self-denial.

Radical worship says: “God, You are worthy even when I suffer”, “You are worthy even when I gain nothing”, “You are worthy whether I feel emotional or not”, and “You are worthy above comfort, reputation, pleasure, and convenience.” This kind of worship terrifies the flesh because it dethrones the self.

Throughout Scripture, worship carried cost. When Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac, he called it worship. Worship involved surrendering what was most precious to him. David refused to offer God sacrifices that cost him nothing. True worship demanded sacrifice. Mary broke open the expensive perfume upon Jesus. Others called it wasteful. Jesus called it beautiful. Radical worship is often misunderstood because the world cannot understand extravagant devotion to God.

One of the great dangers of the modern age is that entertainment has replaced reverence. The culture of the world thrives on constant stimulation, spectacle, instant gratification, emotional highs, celebrity culture, self-expression, and sensory indulgence. Sadly, many gatherings now imitate the spirit of entertainment rather than the spirit of holiness. The focus can become performance over presence, crowds over consecration, excitement over repentance, charisma over character, and emotionalism over truth. People may leave emotionally excited yet spiritually unchanged. Biblical worship is not designed to entertain the flesh. It is designed to crucify the flesh and exalt Christ.

The flesh naturally resists true worship because true worship demands surrender. The flesh wants comfort, applause, recognition, emotional gratification, ease, pleasure, and self-rule. But radical worship calls believers to deny themselves, carry the cross, pursue holiness, submit to God, and seek His glory above personal satisfaction. This is why radical worship often includes repentance, weeping, reverence, silence before God, fasting, prayer, spiritual warfare, and deep conviction. Modern culture says, “Please yourself.” Biblical worship says, “Die to yourself so Christ may be exalted.”

In Scripture, worship was often connected to battle. When Israel worshipped God, walls fell, enemies scattered, idols collapsed, and strongholds were broken. Why? Because true worship enthrones God in the midst of His people. Radical worship confronts darkness because it proclaims God alone is King, God alone is worthy, and no idol may stand beside Him. This is why Satan constantly attempts to corrupt worship: by making it shallow, sensual, self-focused, prideful, or performance-driven. The enemy does not mind religious activity if God is no longer truly enthroned.

One of the clearest biblical warnings appears in the story of the golden calf. Israel did not outright reject God. Instead, they mixed worship with fleshly celebration and sensual corruption. Worship became man-centred and pleasure-driven. The people wanted visible excitement, emotional stimulation, and a religion shaped around their desires. This spirit still exists today whenever worship becomes more about experience than obedience. God desires holy worship, not fleshly excitement masquerading as spirituality.

In Scripture, worship and holiness are inseparable. The Presence of God is holy. Therefore, worship cannot be rooted in rebellion, compromise, impurity, pride, or worldliness. Radical worship is not merely loudness or outward passion. A person can sing passionately while living in disobedience. True worship flows from purity, truth, humility, reverence, and surrender. Jesus said the Father seeks those who worship “in spirit and in truth.” This is not merely emotion. Not merely ritual. But truth-filled, Spirit-filled surrender.

Modern culture often treats God casually. But throughout Scripture, encounters with God produced awe, trembling, repentance, and reverence. When Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up in chapter six, he cried:  “Woe is me!” When John saw the glorified Christ, he fell as though dead. Radical worship restores awe, reverence, holiness, and the fear of the Lord. It reminds believers that worship is not about entertaining ourselves in God’s presence, but humbling ourselves before His throne.

The highest purpose of worship is not emotional experience but the exaltation of God. Radical worship declares Christ is Lord, His Kingdom reigns, His truth stands, His holiness is supreme, and His glory outweighs every earthly pleasure. This kind of worship transforms people because it shifts the focus away from self and onto God. Where radical worship exists, idols fall, repentance increases, holiness grows, truth is loved, darkness is confronted, and God is glorified.

The hour calls for worshipers who are not seeking entertainment, but encounter; not sensory pleasure, but holiness; not performance, but surrender. Radical worship is costly. It demands everything. But it is also powerful, because God responds to hearts fully yielded to Him. The world says: “Feed the flesh.” The Spirit says: “Lay yourself upon the altar.” And there, upon the altar of surrender, true worship begins.
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Rise of the true worshippers
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God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (YHVH) is calling for His end-time Bride to return to the heart of worship, which is more than just singing songs. It is about fellowship, communion, intimacy and abiding in the Lord. We are called to be worshippers in Spirit and truth, meaning true worshippers have a heart for God, seek His presence above all and seek to glorify Him with their entire being!

True worshippers speak of servants willing to serve God in complete obedience. They seek intimacy with God, and they shall not bow to other idols. Yet, they are sold out to God, for God is their only King and their first love! True worshippers are arising out of the ashes. While service to act is indeed an act of worship, many true worshippers will glorify and exalt God through song, dance, and their creative artistry!  Indeed, such worshippers will stir the spiritual realm, ushering in God’s presence, for they shall glorify God with a true and humble heart of worship!

The Heart of Worship, a song by Matt Redman, sums it up beautifully: When the music fades, all is stripped away and I simply come, longin' just to bring something that's of worth, that will bless Your heart, I'll bring You more than a song for a song in itself is not what You have required, you search much deeper within, through the ways things appear, you're looking into my heart, I'm comin' back to the heart of worship, and it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus, I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it when it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus.

For the true worshippers, it is all about Jesus, and nothing else! True worshippers are those who enjoy a loving and real relationship with the Lord. They are submitted, yielded, and surrendered unto His glory, beauty and majesty. They have truly died to the self to see Adonai glorified! True worshippers, be they singers, dancers, prophetic flag bearers, or just disciples serving God, are those who seek to be a living sacrifice unto God, so that His fires may burn within us through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. True worshippers are those who seek to become a pleasing offering unto Him, and, therefore, a sweet aroma. Yes, they burn with God, and they seek only His Spirit. Yes, they long and yearn to be in His Presence and to lift Him higher!

The heart of worship is relationship. God has not called us to follow a religion, which is a man-made system of rules, regulations and traditions. He calls us to follow Him and to be WORSHIPPERS OF SPIRIT AND TRUTH. Worship is far more than raising your hands and lifting your voice to the Lord; it is about a heart seeking the Lord, a heart loving the Lord, and a heart yearning for the Lord. King David had such a heart for the Lord. The Hebrew word for worship is Shachah - "to depress, meaning prostrate (in homage to royalty or God): bow (self) down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do reverence, make to stoop, worship."

There are three Greek words for worship. They are a) Proskuneo (to fawn or crouch, pay homage, it originally carried with it the idea of subjects falling to kiss the ground before a king or kiss their feet), b) Sebomai (to reverence, hold in awe), c) Latreuo (to render service of homage). 

True worship, therefore, begins with deep respect or reverence for God, a frame of heart and an attitude. It speaks of reverent submission and bowing before the true King of kings. Worship is about a lifestyle. It is about intimate relationships. It is about consecration and being set apart for His Glory and to His Glory. We can only walk in such reverence, in such a manner and in such a relationship once we die to the Self, once we lay down our crowns and in love and Spirit to seek Him and follow Him above all else.

In the end times, true relationship with the Lord, true worship, true intimacy, and the value of the Covenant of Blood have become lost and blurred amid all the noise, smoke and mirrors of religion, traditions and worldly attractions. It is time to restore the heart of worship. It is time to restore God to the throne of our hearts, for then, as a worthy sacrifice unto the Lord, the fire shall fall and cleanse, purify and refine us. For then, as we become a “pleasing offering” by the fire of heaven and the cleaning of the Blood, we worship Him in Spirit and truth.

The Scriptures speak about loving God with all your heart (Mark 12:30) and trusting God with all your heart (Proverbs 3:5). Yes, there are hundreds of Scriptures dealing with the heart – such as writing His laws upon one’s heart and about guarding one’s heart. The heart is very important, for it is not just the source of our life, but it speaks of a God of all creation who calls all creation to love Him and to worship Him. Our hearts need to be renewed as we reconnect with God, the one who has made us wonderfully in the secret place (Psalm 139).

Do you know the heart has four chambers? Yes, and each chamber has a specific function, yet the heart acts as one, just as the brain is made up of three areas of functionality, yet operates as one. In the Bible, four always speaks of creation, since in creation there are four seasons, four wind directions and four elements (wind, fire, earth, water). The four living creatures in the Bible standing around the Throne represent Creation, as they come in the appearance of man, a lion, an ox, and the flying eagle (Revelation 4:7). God made the heart with four chambers, for it reminds us that at the heart of God’s creation is man. We have been made, thus created, in His image. We are His masterpiece. God has placed our heart with four chambers within us, for it speaks of man being the focal point of creation, for we are God’s creation. Just so the heart, created by the Creator for His creation, keeps us as His creation alive and functioning. All of creation speaks of the God of Life. The Scriptures also say life is in the Blood, so for this reason, the focal point of creation – man – is kept alive by every beat of the heart that pumps blood, for blood is life.

Thus, the heart of the Creator beats for mankind – His creation – so that they worship and love Him. And we do so when we love Him as His creation with all our heart, for this is the mark of our creation by the Creator. He has called us to adore Him, just as the elders worship Him around the throne. We are called as His creation now and for all eternity to praise Him, singing Hallelujah and Glory unto our Creator. And so within us beats a heart – a heart of four chambers – to remind us of the God of all creation, of the God of life, and the One who has made us all.

Jesus shed His Blood so that we as God’s creation may live, so that our hearts may beat as one with God, and so that we may be redeemed, restored and saved. To say we must love God with all our heart and to trust Him with all our heart speaks of loving God fully as His creation, for our heart represents God’s Life and God’s Sovereignty as the Creator of all. And we honour Him for His Blood gives us new life, just as our heart constantly pumps blood throughout our body to keep us alive. This is when we engage in true worship.

We are called to worship Him in Spirit and truth, with our heart that speaks of creation beating in unison with the heart of the Creator. This is the epitome of abiding in God, and so we then grasp how God longs to tabernacle with us. The Lord is calling His Bride to worship and prayer. We need to know worship – it is the act of prostrating oneself in utter abandonment, humility, consecration and obedience unto the Lord. It implies leaning towards the Lord, drawing closer to Him with all our strength and might. We need to again fall prostrate before Him in our daily lives, submitting to Him, yielding, yielding, and yielding - we need to bow, and we need to search for Him.

From true worship flows all - from worship flows the hunger for the Lord, and from worship flows obedience, submission, love, compassion and a heart aching for the lost and dying. The saints are called to worship, worship and worship - fall before Him, seek him, call Him, for He draws near to those who draw near to Him. In worship, the Lord speaks, in worship the Lord moves in our Spirit and in worship the Lord reveals Himself. In worship, we lean towards Him and we are taught His principles, His laws, His ordinances, His statutes, His constitution and His precepts. Worship has been distorted into a concept of noise, performance, showmanship and emotionalism. Big noise, big lights and big events do not catch the attention of YHVH.

A still humble heart, captivated by the beauty of the Father, is what stirs the heart of the Master. A heart moved by the lost and the broken and the hurting stirs the Father's heart. A heart seeking to know the beauty of salvation and the delivering power of truth stirs the Father's heart.

Only when the children return to the Father will they be taught how to worship in Spirit and Truth? True worship takes place before the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies. For there, in that place of worship, the true bond of Father and child grows strong.  True worship is the inward journey to where the Father dwells in our Spirit. True worship is when we abandon all, not only in the Holy of Holies but also in life, to worship Him. In that silence, one's spirit is embraced by His Spirit and quickened. Indeed, the flesh profits none.

Our spirit is moved then not by words or manifestation, but by His mere presence.  It is not moved by needs, wants or desires, but by simple adoration. Let us draw closer and look upon His face. God seeks humble, pure-in-spirit Crusaders (disciples loving God), called to free the lost from the clutches of darkness through the Blood of Jesus. He seeks crusaders walking in love, truth and honesty, seeking no glory but only His will. Let the Crusaders not walk in hate, intolerance and anger. Let the glory come down. His presence brings you to your knees. It strips away all vanity and pride. It crushes all worth and arrogance.  Oh God, arise in our midst!

God calls for true worshippers who love His holiness, for in the Holy of Holies, there is perfect union with Father and child. Truth dwells in the Holy of Holies. As we are in union with the Lord, we are in union with the Word, who is Jesus, who is the Bread of Life (manna) and the Truth (Commandments) and who came to give us life through grace. Union with the Lord leads to obedience and willingness unto His commandments and precepts. Such obedience comes not from duty or obligations, but because those who dwell in the Holy of Holies walk in the sweet surrendered union with the Father, His Spirit and Son. Out of such union flows intimacy, and in intimacy is true power.

In the Holy of Holies, our spirit calls unto deep and we flow in His Spirit. Oh, why do we seek noise when the Holy of Holies is silent? Why do we need performance when the Lord seeks truth and honesty? The Lord is present in the silence. He is in the stillness of the spirit. He dwells in the realms where a contrite spirit stirs Him. We behold Him as we draw towards Him in the Holy of Holies. 

There, in His loving embrace, He captivates our spirit as He draws us closer to knowing the truth in Spirit. It is in the Holy of Holies where we taste that commanded moment of surrender and perfect union, producing a clarity that rises like the dawn and where revelation is birthed like creation.  If we live a life of true union with the Father, thus walking in the sweet ways of the Holy of Holies, then our strength will soar like an eagle, and we will run and not grow faint, and we will walk and not grow weary.

Worship must be the expression of our love and adoration in song and praise. And there is power in such an expression, as long as we worship in Spirit and in truth. If our hearts are not turned towards God, then our worship becomes entertainment. 

After all, the great heresy of the church today is that we think we’re in the entertainment business. A.W. Tozer believed this to be true back in the 1950s and '60s. Church members “want to be entertained while they are edified,” he said in 1962. Tozer grieved, even then, that it was “scarcely possible in most places to get anyone to attend a meeting where the only attraction was God.” Yes, we have replaced the true heart of worship with cheap tricks, emotionalism, gimmicks and shallow entertainment.

Like Tozer, we should be concerned that so many people in our churches want to be entertained while they worship. We should be concerned when we no longer recognise the difference between the two.  Worship without God’s presence is just loud music, but heaven remains silent.

Hallowedness has given way to shallowness. True worship is not about worship styles. What God is restoring is the heart, focus and intent of worship. Are we truly loving God? Are we truly adoring Him? We are not called to have a good time, but to love Him, adore Him, praise Him and revere Him! Yes, He must be our all and our everything, and He must consume us for He is an all-consuming fire! Let the true worshippers arise with a glorious song, with a heavenly melody, and may the dancers praise His holy Name! May we all as disciples be true worshippers who love Him!

To show how powerful worship is as an expression, in the days of Nehemiah, the singers played a vital spiritual, ceremonial, and even protective role in restoring worship in Jerusalem after the exile. Their ministry was not entertainment — it was covenantal, prophetic, and governmental in nature. When the wall of Jerusalem was completed, the singers were central to the great celebration.

Read Nehemiah 12:27–43. Two large choirs were formed and marched in opposite directions on top of the wall, giving thanks to God. Musical instruments were used according to the commands of David.

This moment signified spiritual restoration, public declaration of God’s faithfulness, and reclaiming Jerusalem for covenant worship. Their praise sanctified the rebuilt city. Nehemiah did not treat worship casually. The singers were registered by genealogy (Nehemiah 7:1, 44), assigned specific duties, supported through temple provisions, and given chambers in the temple. They were recognised as temple officials, much like priests and Levites.

Nehemiah 7:1 mentions gatekeepers and singers together. This is significant. The singers were part of the restored order that protected the holiness of Jerusalem. In Hebrew thought, worship and protection were linked — praise was spiritual defence. Their ministry helped maintain covenant identity, sustain national repentance, and preserve purity after exile.

Nehemiah and Ezra re-established worship according to the pattern of David. This meant structured praise, instruments prescribed, rotational worship teams, and temple-centred liturgical life. The singers were heirs of a prophetic musical tradition dating back to David. Nehemiah 12:44–47 shows that provisions were assigned for singers and Levites. Nehemiah even rebuked leaders when support stopped (Neh. 13:10–14). He understood that when worship collapses, national spiritual strength collapses.

In Nehemiah’s time, the singers symbolised restoration after exile, joy replacing reproach, covenant renewal, and the re-centring of God’s presence. After all, the wall restored physical security, and the singers restored spiritual identity.

Are we truly loving God? Are we truly adoring Him? We are not called to have a good time, but to love Him, adore Him, praise Him and revere Him! Yes, He must be our all and our everything, and He must consume us for He is an all-consuming fire!

Let us remember that worship is the highest form of honor and respect that we can show towards God. While worship can be done in public, its main directive is very different from praise. Worship is a direct conversation between you and God. It is highly intimate and personal. Here are some examples in Scripture:

Luke 17:15-16, 7:36-38 explain that by worshipping, we are putting God first in our lives. This coincides with what Jesus said in Matthew 22:35-40 when he quoted the greatest commandment from the Old Testament.

Isaiah 29:13 explains the difference between worshipping by human rules as opposed to worshipping from the heart.

John 4:23-24 tells us that all may worship God, and that we are to worship him in spirit and in truth.

Romans 1:25 explains how we can be deceived and worship the things God has created rather than worshipping him who is the Creator.

There is great importance to be placed on worship. The devil himself knew this, which is why he made it the final temptation for Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:8-10). What we worship is who and what we will follow. Worship goes beyond words and feelings. It is the foundation for our true servanthood towards God. This is why worship is so intimate ― it defines our relationship with him. There is nothing on this earth, or in our lives, that is more important than our relationship with God.

An excellent example of this is found in John 12:3 when Mary, the sister of Lazarus, anoints the feet of Jesus with expensive perfume. Judas, who was later to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, was quick to criticise her because he saw it as a waste of money. He claimed the money could instead have fed the poor and helped the unfortunate. Jesus saw that his statement held no true worship-value toward him, so he rebuked Judas. Whereas he defended Mary by saying she anointed him in preparation for His burial, thus showing her devotion. Jesus was teaching that there is no higher value than worshiping God.

Praise and worship, therefore, clearly go beyond something we do in church or at a concert. It is not just a title to be assigned to describe an activity. Rather, it is a complete way of life for one who follows Christ. Praise and worship are to be the foundation on which we live our lives. Without both, we can’t possibly be effective at being the hands and feet of God. To accomplish this, worship of God and of him alone must be a first priority at all times. Through our worship of Him and the intimacy that comes through such worship, praise for him will naturally flow from our actions and words. In doing this, our lives will be a true reflection of Christ, from the inside out.

A.W. Tozer, in A Disruptive Faith: Expect God to Interrupt Your Life, said: “Worship is no longer worship when it reflects the culture around us more than the Christ within us.”

God has not called us to a life of entertainment, of bowing the knee to this world, or to be satisfied by the depravities of this life. He has called us to glorify Him above all, and to daily seek Him, love Him, adore Him and to surrender to His will. That is true worship. 

Let the true worshippers arise with a glorious song, with a heavenly melody, and may the dancers praise His holy Name! Yes, may we all as disciples be true worshippers who love Him!

In conclusion, true worship reminds me of that beautiful song called Dance With Me. It says: Behold You have come over the hills, upon the mountain to me, You will run; My Beloved, You've captured my heart; behold You have come over the hills, upon the mountain to me, You will run; My Beloved, You've captured my heart, won't You dance with me Oh, Lover of my soul to the song of all songs? For the Church, God should be our first love, our Fair One, for only He deserves all our praise. Yes, praise Him, for indeed “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come.”
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Continuities of worship
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Worship, from Genesis to Revelation, is about glorifying God and hosting His manifest presence — but the way this unfolds shifts dramatically from the Old Covenant to the New.

In the Old Testament, we find worship glorifying God through visible order and sacrifice. Under leaders such as Moses, David, and later, in the reforms of Nehemiah, worship was structured and centred on the temple. God was glorified through sacrifices (the Leviticus system), priestly mediation, musical praise (the Davidic order), national gatherings, and covenant obedience. We find that glory was expressed through reverence, ritual precision, and sacred space (tabernacle → temple).

In the Old Testament, God’s presence was localised, so worship was localised. Consider the Tabernacle in the wilderness (Exodus 40), then Solomon’s Temple (2 Chronicles 5, the cloud filled the house), and the Tent of Meeting outside the camp (Exodus 33). When worship aligned with covenant obedience, God’s glory would visibly descend. However, access was limited. Only priests could minister in certain areas, and only the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies. Sacrifice was also required continually. The presence was real, but mediated and restricted.

In the New Testament, everything shifts through Jesus Christ. Worship now glorifies God through the finished work of Christ. Jesus tells the Samaritan woman in John 4:23, “The hour is coming... when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.” So worship is no longer geographic, temple-dependent, or sacrificial in animals. Worship in Christ becomes Christ-centred, Spirit-empowered, heart-based and accessible anywhere.

God is glorified when believers surrender their lives (Romans 12:1), declare His worth, reflect Christ’s character, and obey by faith. The cross removed the veil (Matthew 27:51), so access is now open for worship.

In the Old Testament, worship invited God to come down. In the New Testament, God already dwells within believers. Believers are now the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). So worship does not bring God from far away, but it awakens awareness of the indwelling Presence.

Today, we find that corporate worship (Acts 2, Acts 4) often results in fresh fillings of the Spirit, conviction, unity, power, and manifest joy. The presence is no longer confined to a building; it is carried by the Body of Christ. Despite structural change, one thing never changed: God is glorified when His people revere Him, obey Him, praise Him, and reflect His holiness. Worship has always been about alignment.

The bridge between Davidic prophetic worship and New Testament spiritual worship is one of the most powerful continuities in Scripture. What began under David as organised, prophetic praise finds its fulfilment in the Spirit-filled Church under Jesus Christ. Under David, worship shifted from purely sacrificial ritual to prophetic expression. 1 Chronicles 25:1 says the sons of Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun were appointed to prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals.

This is critical because music became prophetic declaration. And revelation-based. Praise became warfare (see 2 Chronicles 20 later under Jehoshaphat). David organised 24 divisions of musicians, continuous ministry before the Ark, and structured yet Spirit-led praise. This was not performance — it was priestly prophecy. Unlike the Tabernacle of Moses (with heavy sacrificial structure), David’s tent placed the Ark in open view with continual praise. This allowed for open access (relative to Mosaic structure), continuous worship, and emphasis on thanksgiving and declaration

This becomes prophetically significant in the New Testament. In Acts 15, James quotes Amos 9:11: “I will rebuild the tabernacle of David.” The early Church understood this as being fulfilled through the inclusion of the Gentiles and the outpouring of the Spirit. The restoration was not about a physical tent. It was about a worship pattern centered on God’s presence. It pointed toward a Spirit-filled, access-open people. 

So in the New Covenant, believers become a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), a spiritual house, and living stones. Paul writes in Ephesians 5:18–19: “Be filled with the Spirit... speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.” Notice the similarity of Spirit-inspired expression, corporate participation, and declarative worship. 

In David’s day, prophetic worship flowed from designated Levites. In the New Covenant, the Spirit is poured out on all flesh (Joel 2 fulfilled in Acts 2). Prophetic worship becomes democratised. David established continual praise before the Ark. In the New Testament, believers carry the Ark-reality within (the Holy Spirit).

Under David, praise preceded victory and worship confused enemies (2 Chronicles 20 principle). Psalms often declared triumph before it manifested. In the New Covenant, praise declares Christ’s finished victory, and spiritual warfare is fought from a seated position in Christ (Ephesians 2:6). So worship enforces what the Cross accomplished and the tone shifts from pleading for intervention to proclaiming accomplished redemption.

Both Davidic and New Testament worship share centrality of God’s presence, prophetic declaration, and covenant identity. We find in worship that joy is strength, and praise as alignment with heaven becomes powerful. Under the Blood of the Lamb, what was external pattern becomes internal reality. David prophetically modelled a people ministering before God’s presence. The Church becomes that people — permanently indwelt, globally extended, and Spirit-empowered. Davidic worship was a rehearsal of heaven and now the Church continues the pattern now, carrying the presence of God within. 

In Revelation, John sees a vision of worship around God’s throne. We find 24 elders and Four Living Creatures (Rev 4:4–11). This echoes the 24 divisions of Davidic musicians and priestly structure. We also find continuous Praise (Revelation 4:8) as we found in the days of David. We read how they sing, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come.” After all, worship is about glorifying God and upholding His holiness. Worship is not just duty; it expresses God’s eternal glory. 

So Davidic worship was ordered, joyful, and prophetic. Heavenly worship is also ordered, joyful, prophetic, and eternal. The Church is the link. Like Davidic Levites, we offer praise and prophetic declaration. Unlike Old Testament priests, all believers have direct access to God through Christ. Paul calls the Church the spiritual temple (1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 6:16). We carry the Ark-reality inside (Holy Spirit). Heavenly worship remains the ultimate fulfilment, where praise and glory are continuous and fully realized.

What started as structured, prophetic, earthly praise in David’s tabernacle/temple finds its eternal expression in the Church and around God’s throne. Worship is both participatory and prophetic, drawing us into God’s eternal presence even now. 

So under the Old Covenant, worship prepared a place for God to visit. Under the New Covenant, worship flows from a people God already inhabits. Old Testament worship was invitation, and New Testament worship is communion. 

Old Testament worship guarded sacred space, yet New Testament worship reveals a sacred people. Old Covenant spoke of continuous worship maintained proximity to Presence, while the New Covenant spoke of continuous communion flows from indwelling Presence. The direction reverses: instead of worship sustaining access, access sustains worship.

David understood the power of worship. Such power is evident in the psalms. We read for example:

Psalm 2:11 Worship the Lord and serve Him with reverence [with awe-inspired fear and submissive wonder]; Rejoice [yet do so] with trembling.

Psalm 22:27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, And all the families of the nations will bow down and worship before You,

Psalm 25:12 Who is the man who fears the Lord [with awe-inspired reverence and worships Him with submissive wonder]? He will teach him [through His word] in the way he should choose.

Psalm 29:2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; Worship the Lord in the beauty and majesty of His holiness [as the creator and source of holiness].

Psalm 33:8 Let all the earth fear and worship the Lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.

Psalm 33:18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who fear Him [and worship Him with awe-inspired reverence and obedience], on those who hope [confidently] in His compassion and lovingkindness.

May we praise the Lord, may we worship Him, for He glorious, awesome and mighty!

[image: ]

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
RADICAL
WORSHIP

Riaan Engelbrecht






d2d_images/image001.png
‘Trte CONTINUUM of WORSHIP
o Dot Ghrh v

Davidic Worship The Church Heavenly Worship.
e P i o






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





