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Introduction

I am confident that if you are reading this is
because the Holy Spirit has led you here, there are no coincidences
with God. The Lord knows what we each need to hear, and exactly
when we need to hear it. Therefore, this book offers a deep
discussion on an essential part of one’s spiritual life in Christ
termed “koinonia.” Koinonia is as important to those who choose to
follow Jesus in their day-to-day lives, as oxygen is to all living
creatures. To this purpose, this book both defines koinonia and
examines its vital role in the Body of Christ, the Church. The term
koinonia, commonly used to describe fellowship, is in truth so much
more than this. This book reveals how koinonia more accurately
defines the supernatural experience shared exclusively among those
who truly have a personal relationship with Christ. Many make this
claim by calling themselves Christians, yet instead of following
Jesus, they choose to follow their doctrines, denominations,
pastors, teachers etc. and live out religious based lives all in
the name of Christ. This is why it is essential to understand
koinonia from a scripturally based spiritual understanding as
opposed to the traditional view held by churchgoers over the years.
Thus, this book illustrates how koinonia is vital for spiritual
growth and how it supernaturally unifies ones bond with Christ, and
with others who are in His Body, the living Church. Throughout
Jesus’ earthly ministry, He regularly shared koinonia with His
disciples through His personal relationship with them. Furthermore,
the early Church thrived because of koinonia as it offered the pure
Spirit-led life needed to continue to follow Jesus after His
ascension into heaven. Hence, this book places a great focus on the
importance of koinonia in the life of those who follow Jesus, just
as in the early Church, to grow spiritually and truly fulfil the
will of the Father in heaven. Those who are in Christ must yield to
the leading of the Holy Spirit to experience pure koinonia and the
unity of purpose with others who are in Christ. On a final note,
some of you will find that while reading this book it will become
apparent to you that, although you have been a faithful churchgoer,
you may not have the personal relationship with Christ needed to
secure eternal life and a place in heaven. Therefore, the final
chapter of this book specifically discusses what it means to be
spiritually reborn (born again) and why this supernatural
transformation is essential to gain a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ. Spiritual koinonia shared with and among those who
are truly in the Body of Christ (the true Church) is essential to
grow and live in Christ; I pray this includes you!

 


Hen Soma Ministries meets each week online to share
in koinonia with others who are in Christ and as He wills. These
intimate small group meetings offer fellow servants from around the
world to share in Spirit-led koinonia. If you are interested in
joining with us, please send me an email to hensoma.onebody@gmail.com so I can connect
with you.

 



 Chapter
1 – Koinonia: Greek for Fellowship

Koinonia (pronounced koi·no·nia) is a term
commonly used today to describe fellowship opportunities offered
through church services or events. However, in my desire to gain a
deeper understanding of the true meaning of koinonia, through
prayer I began exploring koinonia from the scriptures much more
deeply from a spiritual perspective. To my amazement, I found in
the scriptures that the use of the term koinonia, used in various
ways, explains the supernatural bond shared among those who are in
the Body of Christ or “in Christ.” Equally surprising to me was how
the true implications of koinonia go far deeper than any basic
understanding I had learned while part of the traditional church
system. In reality, koinonia is not an event at all, but instead an
essential Spirit-led experience that supernaturally causes
spiritual growth and unity among those who are in Christ.

As a result, the Holy Spirit’s movement
within the Body of Christ among its members produces koinonia.
Thus, the result of koinonia is spiritual growth and guidance on
how one should live in this world as they follow Jesus each day.
The term koinónia is a Greek word used in several different ways in
the scriptures to describe how the Holy Spirit supernaturally moves
in and among those who in Christ while in this world. In short,
koinonia is a spiritual experience, shared only by those who are in
Christ, and is essential for spiritual growth and life in general
for those who follow Christ while here in this world.

Consequently, koinonia is not something
shared by all of mankind, as it is exclusive to those who are born
again having a true personal relationship with Jesus. Therefore,
the common use of the term koinonia within the traditional church
misrepresents the true essence of what koinonia is. Accordingly,
those who are in Christ should understand that koinonia is not
simply some form of event, but instead in the purest sense a
spiritual gift from above and only experienced by those who are in
Christ. Moreover, it is because of this gift the Church (Body of
Christ) acquires true spiritual growth and guidance as led by the
Spirit. Therefore, the supernatural result of koinonia is inherent
in its very existence, as it is a part of the intended spiritual
life of all those who are in Christ.

There are only nineteen times the term
koinonia is found in the New Testament; however, koinonia involves
practically every work that has been and will continue to be done
by the Holy Spirit in the Church (Body of Christ) while it is in
this world. Contextually, the term koinonia has four distinct
categorical uses in the scriptures. The first use is the intimate
fellowship shared among those who are in Christ. The second use is
the shared partnership of ministry performed by the Body of Christ
in this world. The third use includes the acts of compassion and
love through contributions of time and resources to those who
remain lost in this world. The forth use of koinonia is found in
the intimate fellowship shared as part of one’s personal
relationship with Christ Himself through prayer and intercession.
The remainder of this chapter will focus on these four uses of
koinonia as they relate to those in Christ. To help you to
recognize these different uses of koinonia you will see them
underlined and in bold print below. In addition, for better
understanding there is a contextual explanation as well.

The first example of koinonia comes from the
Book of Acts. “They (the early Church) devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42). In this case,
koinonia is translated as fellowship, and in context, koinonia is
used to address the early Church’s devotion to meet regularly with
others who were in Christ. Thus, koinonia was a part of the early
believer’s everyday life experience as they made time to meet
together whenever and wherever they could. “With one accord they
continued to meet daily in the temple courts and to break bread
from house to house, sharing their meals with gladness and
sincerity of heart.” (Acts 2:46).

Similarly, the Apostle Paul used the term
fellowship to describe koinonia while commending believers for
their generosity and longing to share in the Lord’s work. “They
earnestly pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.” (2 Corinthians
8:4). Likewise, Paul mentions the same, stating, “And recognizing
the grace that I had been given, James, Cephas, and John—those
reputed to be pillars—gave me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship, so that we should go to the
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.” (Galatians 2:9). Paul’s use
of fellowship in this verse describes how koinonia is inherent in
the shared bond between all who are in Christ.

Moreover, the Apostle John used the term
fellowship in a similar way describing koinonia as the shared bond
of those in Christ. “We proclaim to you what we have seen and
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And this fellowship of ours is with the Father and with His
Son, Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3). Going further, John equates
koinonia to the spiritual bond shared between the Father and the
Son along with all who are in Christ. Finally, “But if we walk in
the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7). The emphasis here
describes how koinonia is the relationship shared among those who
possess the bond of love in Christ.

Therefore, we must understand that koinonia
is something supernatural and exclusive for those in Christ, and
not for those who claim to be in Christ. This is significant
because when the institutionalized traditional church misuses this
term to signify one of their events, many if not most of these
events are attended by anyone desiring to show up, whether they are
part of the true Church or not. Regrettably, most of today’s local
churches falsely assume that the majority of their congregations
attending these gatherings are in fact in Christ. Many have claimed
that if they were not in Christ then why else would they be there.
Worse yet, some claim that it is fine to let the unbelievers share
in these events as maybe they will become a Christian based on what
they learn. However, whenever those who are truly in Christ meet
for intimate fellowship (koinonia), they need to make sure all who
are in attendance are in Christ. Otherwise, they are purposely
compromising the very nature of koinonia while thinking they are
doing something good. However, it says in the scriptures, “A little
leaven works through the whole batch of dough.” (Galatians 5:9).
Thus, what may seem good to man does not always align with God’s
purpose.

Consequently, those who are in Christ cannot
mingle with non-believers to experience koinonia. In fact, the
following verse uses the term fellowship and
partnership in a way that leaves no doubt as to this point.
“Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership can righteousness have with wickedness? Or
what fellowship does light have with
darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14). Therefore, this one verse confirms
that koinonia is only for those who share partnership in Christ. In
the same way, koinonia is used as partnership in the
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“Let us not neglect meeting together,
as some have made a habit, but let us
encourage one another, and all the
more as you see the Day
approaching.”

Hebrews 10:25





