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Before getting started, let’s review a few notes...

*Old Testament Scripture is normally taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE® (NASB), copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

*New Testament Scripture is normally taken from the English Majority Text Version (EMTV). Translated by Paul Esposito. Copyright © 2011.

*British spelling is often used, except for the quoted material, which normally employs U.S. spelling.

*Divine pronouns are normally not capitalized...

*As a general rule, words that appear in brackets within quotes are not found in the original texts, and were added by the translators or are my personal comments, etc.

*     *     *


One awakens to pain every day. My suffering is long and heavy...Silence towards what is heard is (like) a contagion, but it is painful to answer the ignorant, and contradicting an opinion creates enemies...all a man loves is his own words. —Khakheperraseneb [Egypt, c. eighteenth century B.C.; Wilkinson (part 4, chapter 1)]

Stanton [LaVey, grandson of Anton LaVey] believes Pee-wee’s Big Adventure is and will always be the greatest movie of all time...

‘...I’m saying that I have personally gotten more out of Pee-wee’s Big Adventure than even the Satanic Bible’... — Marlin Marynick [from chapter 10]
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I. Confines, Wards and Dungeons
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A. Daughters and Despair

One of the more engrossing books of late has come from Shari Franke, a daughter of the infamous Ruby—true crime’s current bad penny (soon to be replaced by either Karen Read or Jennifer McCabe). It was particularly surprising to discover how shallow and immature Ruby Franke actually was. She wasn’t a helicopter mother who had a few nasty quirks inspired by overzealous religiosity; she was pretty much just a selfish airhead.

Branching out to another grimy coin, if you look at the biographies of guys like Charles Manson, their eventual crimes almost seem inevitable. Manson was probably chemically harmed in the womb—and just out of it, his young and wild mother wanted nothing to do with him. He bounced around seedy individuals and loveless institutions, becoming enmeshed further and further into a life of violence and of sheer madness.

The tinsy fellow would eventually be released from prison in his thirties with a rap sheet longer than a prepper’s grocery-shopping list. With silly dreams of being a rock and roll megastar, he went off to hippie-land with his guitar and an appetite for strong narcotics. Like with a blind man on the Autobahn, anyone could have predicted the twisted metal and the broken bones that swiftly followed.

Thus, we can all vlog like makeshift psychologists, continuing to point out the simple causes and effects that led to the Manson Family and their sickening murders. It all makes sense. It all adds up. Focusing on these types of cases, crime and human behaviour appear to be uncomplicated subjects. 

And then you come across someone like Ruby Franke.

Ruby was raised in a strict, moral home and also ran a strict, moral home; yet she ultimately cultivated very little depth of character. How did that happen? It’s almost as if she was immune to meaningful edification. According to our standard equations, she should have been a roaring success. A solid, meaningful, ‘good life’ seemed inevitable.

However, it didn’t work out that way at all. Despite a childhood that incessantly featured sunshine on her shoulder, her heart remained impenetrable to significant light or heat. And the consequences for all those around her would be quite tragic. Personally, Shari’s ordeal reminded me a lot of the harrowing story of Natascha Kampusch [see another excellent read, 3,096 Days]. Either way, it certainly wasn’t a ‘middle American’ family arguing over the purity/impurity of pop music.

Well...having introduced a few characters for our future consideration, let’s switch gears and take a look at the types of light and heat on offer more broadly in the modern world...

B. A One or Zero

1. The View from Zion

For the sake of a breath of fresh air, let’s first look at something positive. 

A bit of good news has come out of the land perpetually promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Jerusalem Post recently reported:


Professor Francesca Romana Stasolla of Rome’s Sapienza University said her team identified olive and grape pollen and seeds “dating back approximately 2,000 years,” reinforcing John 19:41’s reference to a garden beside the crucifixion and tomb. “The quarry had to be gradually abandoned, and after the stone extraction ended, it was used for agricultural areas and tombs. That’s how it must have been in the 1st century CE,” she said, according to the New York Post.

...The project, licensed by the Israel Antiquities Authority and authorised by the Greek Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic and Roman Catholic custodians of the church, is the most extensive campaign at the site in nearly 200 years...


Technology has greatly benefited Biblical archaeology. The future of the genre should be very shiny. But admittedly, the above announcement might not be as exciting as discovering the remnants of Noah’s Ark or the jar of manna; yet it confirms and clarifies a busy description from the Gospels. 

The Lord Jesus Christ—having taken upon himself the sin of his flock—was crucified, buried/deposited, and raised from the dead. All these historic events could have indeed taken place around the area of Jerusalem that is now called the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

Within the Bible, there are a few details of the Passion’s locale mentioned here and there.

We know that the place featured an agricultural tint, as it is written:


Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen strips with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been buried. So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, because the tomb was near.—John 19:40-42


It also had some sort of renown as a place with great stones. For example...


And having bought linen cloth, and having taken Him down, he wrapped Him in the linen cloth and set Him down in a tomb which had been cut out of a rock, and rolled a stone upon the door of the tomb. And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were observing where He was placed.—Mark 15:46-47


So the above-cited research has highlighted both a quarry and agrarian pursuits. It sounds promising. 

One of the obvious reasons that Biblical archaeology is a necessary subject is owing to our culture’s pervasive cynicism towards God. The Bible is real, solid history, fully inspired by the Holy Spirit and fully verified by facts on the ground.

However, flaming arrows or kitchen knives are always raining down...

2. The View from Athens

Brief Answers to the Big Questions by the late Stephen Hawking is an international bestseller. It’s very readable and covers a wide variety of topics.

For better or worse, Stephen was often looked upon as being the most intelligent person on the planet. Even Charlie Manson was well aware of his prowess...


You notice that [mentally challenged] people are always truthful, and people that live in wheelchairs, they got a different frequency, they move kinda slow because they can’t go fast like us so they’re more attentive towards things. Slower. I’ve found they’re smarter actually. They’ve got that guy in England in a wheelchair...Stephen Hawking (Marynick; from chapter 6)...


You can’t get much better billing than that. (A fun fact is that both Manson and Hawking were rabid environmentalists. It was a passionate, central concern to both men.) 

Digressing, when it comes to the questions of cosmology and origins, the popular book by the great scientist is largely a let-down. Basically, the bog-standard platform of the materialist hasn’t changed a smidgen for many decades now.

I thought that surely the naturalists would have new weapons to oppose the divine—but they really, really don’t. Their sands haven’t shifted at all with the passing of the years. It’s just the same nonsense about ‘everything from nothing’ and that the universe is really just an accidental non-entity. Moreover, life and consciousness came through spontaneous generation which eventually was able to create the RNA-world (somehow); and then the DNA developed, ‘beneficial’ (so to speak) mutations being the driving force. Finally, genetics coupled with Darwinism in the classroom to explain fully every aspect of biology, etc. 

Even though we have a zillion postcards of this bridge, let’s linger here for a few moments; because this isn’t just about creationism versus materialism. It’s also about what sounds like it came from Haight-Ashbury as opposed to Cambridge. 

For example, does the general public have any idea how silly the great scientists can get? It’s like they have stepped back in time and are waiting in Geraldo’s greenroom. 

Here’s an example...


I think the universe was spontaneously created out of nothing, according to the laws of science (Hawking; from chapter 1).


Or slightly less muddy:


The laws of nature itself tell us that not only could the universe have popped into existence without any assistance...and have required nothing in terms of energy, but also that it is possible that nothing caused the Big Bang. Nothing (Hawking; from chapter 1).


Look around you. Nothing caused all that...Nothing whatsoever... And again, that’s Hawking—not Manson.

In fairness and moderation though, guys like Stephen often have become errantly set upon the trail of the strawman, having no idea (nor any real concern) about what creationists actually believe. Chiefly, there’s this notion that if science can explain something then that means that God didn’t do it. That sums up a whole lot of naturalistic polemicism...a whole lot. 

But how does that leap across causation’s chasm make any sense? I’m sure by watching enough YouTube videos I could understand how engines work and I could find out about many features of a Formula One car. Right...now with all this specific knowledge (which the comparable universe wouldn’t have), if I venture out into the desert armed with a set of spanners, how long will it take to build something that’s worthy of Lewis Hamilton?

Or, to mix up the meaning of the metaphor, let’s look at it another way. A person could study the piano pieces of Beethoven and pass muster as an expert. Yet what has that to do with being able to build a piano in a wasteland and then sitting down to play the fast bit of the Moonlight Sonata (having never taken piano lessons)? 

Knowing how something works has absolutely nothing to do with the questions about information and origins. And there are many, many questions in that particular genre. And of course, the creation of life is much, much harder than building a car or a piano.

So anyway—more broadly, ‘explanation’ has nothing to do with the dethroning of the Creator, any more than a prawn in some hidden Martian frost would prove that the Almighty didn’t create Adam and Eve. Discovering the ‘God particle’ doesn’t mean that he neither created nor employed it. 

It’s all ridiculous reasoning. 

But I suppose that a non sequitur is better than just skipping over the hard parts altogether, which is another popular tactic. You see, a typical response to the above examples would be something like, but with time you could play the piece from Beethoven. Fair enough...there’s not much that can refute such wishful thinking. 

But consider all the complexity that would be involved in having to work out how to play the piece, armed only with a notepad. 

The main reason why I’m rehashing all these familiar arguments is to underscore that the best scientists haven’t even remotely come across nature’s notepad. They don’t know how life arose; and so if you have to face the public, maybe just skipping that plot-hole is indeed the wisest choice...


The Earth was formed largely out of the heavier elements, including carbon and oxygen. Somehow, some of these atoms came to be arranged in the form of molecules of DNA (Hawking; from chapter 3)...


Good frigging grief...

The bloke sounds like a public defence attorney. “The gun just went off. My client’s bullets hit eight of his enemies in their foreheads, but he didn’t pull the trigger. The gun just...‘went off.’”

Butt-dials for everyone! [...Cf. Read/McCabe]

Okay; I’m sure you’ve had enough of my haranguing for now. Let’s switch back over to Shari and Natascha...
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