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FOREWORD

 


It is important
that every person hear about the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ. Few disagree that this story is found within the four
Gospel accounts that open the New Testament of the Christian
Bible, namely
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Within these four Gospel
narratives there are many places where two, three, and even all
four of them, mention the same saying, or describe the same event.
In these many sets of parallel and overlapping verses there are
almost always also differences within the specific details that
each account records.

Over the
centuries, many types of harmonies (which align the verses of the
Gospels in parallel columns) and mergers (which combine or unify
the individual words of the Gospels) have been created in an
attempt to reconcile the differing chronologies of the four
accounts, and to include or unify all of their words. In order to
harmonize all of the details from the sections of parallel verses
and produce one single and complete Gospel story of the teaching
life and healing ministry of Jesus Christ, a four Gospel harmony
and word-for-word merger called FIVE
COLUMN: The Synoptic Gospel was created.
This book reprints the unified text of the fifth column of that harmony
as The Red Letter Gospel
which displays all of the Words of Jesus Christ
in red font,
to highlight all of His teachings, parables and
sayings.

 


 


 


Note to This Edition

 


This electronic edition
places the Table of Gospel
Contents at the back of
document, along with the Articles on why
The Synoptic Gospel was
written, and the Notes
On Reading This Book.


INTRODUCTION






The New Testament Greek
word euangelion (evangel) means good
message, which became gospel in Old English meaning
god term or
god-spell, and is most
commonly referred to today as good
news.

Since at least the
Latin Vulgate Bible of 405 CE, the canon of the Christian New Testament has
opened with the four Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, each of which
records a version of the good news of the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ. Each Gospel account was written by a different man,
and told to a different audience, from a different point of view;
and each narrative has a slightly different emphasis, focus and
reason why it was written.

While the four Gospel accounts are generally
united in their overall theme and storyline, they each also contain
unique sayings and stories which when taken together provide a more
complete, composite picture of the teachings and personality of
Jesus Christ.

Within the four Gospels there are many
instances where the same saying, teaching or story is recorded in
two or three of the accounts, while some sayings and events from
the life of Jesus are mentioned within all four. In the many places
where more than one the Gospel account is describing the same
event, those verses are thought of as "parallel", in that their
content is the same or similar, occasionally even using identical
wording.

Because there is so much
material shared between the four Gospel accounts,
particularly Matthew, Mark and Luke,
they are also referred to as "synoptic" which is a Greek compound
word that means "seeing together" or "seeing as one". In this case,
synoptic means seeing the four Gospel narratives of the New
Testament as one single record of the things that Jesus Christ said
and did and taught.

In the many places where the Gospel stories
closely parallel each other, there are almost always also
differences in the wording and specific details that each account
records. While these differences are usually minor and
inconsequential, they sometimes produce contradictions, and
occasionally even apparent conflicts.

Despite their differences,
because there is so much similarity and overlap shared between the
four Gospels, they have long been used together, both as a
harmony which displays
the Gospels in columns side-by-side, and as a merger (also known as a
synopsis) which
eliminates the duplication between the sections of parallel verses,
and combines the remaining words to produce one single, complete
version of each saying and event.

The FIVE COLUMN four Gospel harmony was
compiled to provide a complete, chronological record of all of the
sayings and events that are contained within the four Gospel
accounts of the New Testament. With all of the events arranged in
order, the parallel and overlapping sections of verses were
reconciled, and merged into the fifth
column on a word-for-word basis using a
system of precise notation, which was part of a unification process
that involved sixteen steps. The harmonized text that is produced
in the fifth column of FIVE COLUMN is known as The Synoptic
Gospel.

The main consideration of
this work ensures that every detail from each of the four Gospel
accounts is included or accounted for, and that not one single word
is unnecessarily omitted. The process of removing the duplication
between the parallel sections of words and verses reduced the word
count from the 83,680 words of the New
American Standard Bible (NASB) version of
the four Gospel accounts, to the 65,776 words of
The Synoptic Gospel unified text, which is almost 22% shorter compared to reading
each of the four individual Gospel accounts
back-to-back.

While eliminating both the confusion caused
by the differing chronologies of the four Gospels, and resolving
the wording differences within their many sections of overlapping
and parallel verses, this work produces an easy to follow narrative
that preserves the full detail of every word, teaching, and miracle
of Jesus Christ, as found within the four Gospel accounts of the
New Testament.
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TM

 


The Story of The Life of Jesus

 


 


in 360 Scenes


CHAPTER 0 - PROLOGUE

 


Act 1 - Foreword

 


Scene 011 - Prologue

 


Luke 1:1-4

 


1. Inasmuch as many
have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished
among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the
beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the Word,

2. it seemed fitting
for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the
beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most
excellent Theophilus,1. so that you
may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.

 


1. Greek for "one who
loves God" or "lover of God"


 


Scene 012 - The Word of
God

 


John 1:1-5, 9-10, 14

 

1. In the beginning
was the Word,1. and the Word was
with God,2. and the Word was
God.3.

2. He was in the
beginning with God.

3. All things came
into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being
that has come into being.

4. In Him was
life, and the life was the Light of men.

5. And the Word
became flesh, and dwelt among us. 6.
There was the true Light, which coming into the world,
enlightens every man.4. 7. The Light shines in the darkness,5. and the darkness did not comprehend it.

8. He was in the
world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not
know Him - 9. but we saw His glory, glory
as of the only begotten from The Father, full of grace and
truth.

 


1. Greek: Λόγος / logos = word, something
spoken, discourse (reason, wisdom)

2. Greek: Θεόν / Theon = a God or Deity;
The Supreme Deity; God The Father

3. Greek: Θεὸς / Theos = a God or Deity,
Divine, Godly, God-like

4. Isaiah 49:6

5. Genesis 1:3 / Isaiah 9:2


 


Act 2 - The Genealogy of
Jesus

 


Scene 021 - The Genealogy of The
Messiah

 


Matthew 1:1-17

 

1. The record of the
genealogy of Jesus the Messiah,1.
the son of David, the son of Abraham:

2. Abraham was the
father of Isaac, 3. Isaac the father of
Jacob, 4. and Jacob the father of Judah
and his brothers.

5. Judah was the
father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, 6.
Perez was the father of Hezron, 7. and
Hezron the father of Ram.

8. Ram was the
father of Amminadab, 9. Amminadab the
father of Nahshon, 10. and Nahshon the
father of Salmon.

11. Salmon was the
father of Boaz by Rahab, 12. Boaz was the
father of Obed by Ruth, 13. and Obed the
father of Jesse.

14. Jesse was the
father of David the King. 15. David was
the father of Solomon by Bathsheba, who had been the wife of
Uriah.

16. Solomon was
the father of Rehoboam, 17. Rehoboam the
father of Abijah, 18. and Abijah the
father of Asa.

19. Asa was the
father of Jehoshaphat, 20. Jehoshaphat the
father of Joram, 21. and Joram the father
of Uzziah.

22. Uzziah was the
father of Jotham, 23. Jotham the father of
Ahaz, 24. and Ahaz the father of
Hezekiah.

25. Hezekiah was
the father of Manasseh, 26. Manasseh the
father of Amon, 27. and Amon the father of
Josiah.

28. Josiah became
the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon.

29. After the
deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel,
30. and Shealtiel the father of
Zerubbabel. 31. Zerubbabel was the father
of Abihud,

32. Abihud the
father of Eliakim, 33. and Eliakim the
father of Azor. 34. Azor was the father of
Zadok,

35. Zadok the
father of Achim, 36. and Achim the father
of Eliud.

37. Eliud was the
father of Eleazar, 38. Eleazar the father
of Matthan, 39. and Matthan the father of
Jacob.

40. Jacob was the
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who
is called the Messiah.

41. So all of the
generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations;

42. and from David
to the deportation to Babylon, are fourteen generations;

43. and from the
deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, are fourteen
generations.

 


1. Hebrew:
Meshiach =
Greek: Christos = English: Christ


 


Scene 022 - The Genealogy of The Son
of God

 


Luke 3:~23-38

 

1. Jesus was, as
supposed, the son of Joseph, 2. the son of
Eli,

3. the son of
Matthat, 4. the son of Levi, 5. the son of Melchi,

6. the son of
Jannai, 7. the son of Joseph, 8. the son of Mattathias,

9. the son of Amos,
10. the son of Nahum, 11. the son of Hesli,

12. the son of
Naggai, 13. the son of Maath, 14. the son of Mattathias,

15. the son of
Semein, 16. the son of Josech,
17. the son of Joda,

18. the son of
Joanan, 19. the son of Rhesa, 20. the son of Zerubbabel,

21. the son of
Shealtiel, 22. the son of Neri,
23. the son of Melchi,

24. the son of Addi,
25. the son of Cosam, 26. the son of Elmadam,

27. the son of Er,
28. the son of Joshua, 29. the son of Eliezer,

30. the son of
Jorim, 31. the son of Matthat,
32. the son of Levi,

33. the son of
Simeon, 34. the son of Judah, 35. the son of Joseph,

36. the son of
Jonam, 37. the son of Eliakim,
38. the son of Melea,

39. the son of
Menna, 40. the son of Mattatha,
41. the son of Nathan,

42. the son of
David, 43. the son of Jesse,

44. the son of Obed,
45. the son of Boaz, 46. the son of Salmon,

47. the son of
Nahshon, 48. the son of Amminadab,
49. the son of Admin,

50. the son of Ram,
51. the son of Hezron, 52. the son of Perez,

53. the son of
Judah, 54. the son of Jacob, 55. the son of Isaac,

56. the son of
Abraham, 57. the son of Terah,

58. the son of
Nahor, 59. the son of Serug, 60. the son of Reu,

61. the son of
Peleg, 62. the son of Heber, 63. the son of Shelah,

64. the son of
Cainan, 65. the son of Arphaxad,
66. the son of Shem,

67. the son of Noah,
68. the son of Lamech, 69. the son of Methuselah,

70. the son of
Enoch, 71. the son of Jared, 72. the son of Mahalaleel,

73. the son of
Cainan, 74. the son of Enosh, 75. the son of Seth,

76. the son of Adam,
77. the son of God.


CHAPTER 1 - THE BIRTH OF
JESUS

 


Events surrounding the
Birth of Jesus

 


 


Act 1 - The Prophecy About John

 


Scene 111 - The Birth of John Is Foretold
To Zacharias

 


The Temple,
Jerusalem, Judea mid June / 7 BCE

 

Mark 1:1 / Luke 1:5-23

 

1. The beginning of
the gospel 1. of Jesus
Christ,2. the Son of God.

2. In the days of
Herod the Great,3. King of Judea,
there was a priest of the division of Abijah 4. named Zacharias, who had a wife from the daughters
of Aaron named Elizabeth. 3. They were
both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all of the
commandments and requirements of the Lord; 4. but they had no child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and they were both advanced in years.

5. Now it happened
that while Zacharias was performing his priestly service before God, in the appointed order of his division according to the custom of
the priestly office, he was chosen by lot to enter the Temple of
the Lord and burn incense.

6. While the whole
multitude of people were in prayer outside at the hour of the
incense offering, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to
the right of the altar of incense. 7.
Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped
him.

8. But the angel
said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has
been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son; and you
will give him the name John.5.

9. "You will have
joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will
be great in the sight of the Lord. 10.
He will drink no wine or liquor;6.
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his
mother's womb;7. and He will turn many
of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.

11. "It is he who
will go as a forerunner before Him in the Spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the
children,8. and the disobedient to the
attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord."

12. Zacharias said
to the angel, "How will I know this for certain? For I am an old
man, and my wife is advanced in years." 9.

13. The angel
answered, and said to him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the
presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you, and to bring
you this good news.10. 14. And behold, you shall be silent and unable to
speak 11. until the day when these
things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will
be fulfilled in their proper time."

15. The people
were waiting for Zacharias, and were wondering at his delay in the
Temple. 16. When he came out, he was
unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a
vision in the Temple, because he kept making signs to them, and
remained mute.

17. When the days
of his priestly service were ended, he went back home.

 


1. meaning “good
news”

2. Hebrew:
Meshiach =
Greek: Christos = English: Christ

3. Herod I (73 - 4 BCE)
King of Judea & Galilee (37 - 4 BCE)

4. 1 Chronicles 24:1,
8

5. God is gracious / merciful

6. Numbers 6:3

7. Jeremiah
1:5

8. Malachi
4:5-6

9. Genesis
17:17

10. Daniel 8:16;
9:21-22

11. Ezekiel 3:26;
24:27


 


Scene 112 - Elizabeth Becomes Pregnant With
John

 


Judean hill
country, Judea summer / 7 BCE

 

Luke 1:24-25

 

1. After these days
Zacharias’ wife Elizabeth became pregnant;2. and she kept herself in seclusion for five months,
saying, "This is the way that the Lord has dealt with me in the
days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace
from among men." 1.

 


1. Genesis
30:23


 


Act 2 - The Annunciation To
Mary

 


Scene 121 - Gabriel Tells Mary That She
Will Birth A Son

 


Nazareth,
Galilee late December
/ 7 BCE

 

Luke 1:26-38

 

1. Now in the sixth
month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee
called Nazareth, 2. to a virgin engaged to
a man of the house of David whose name was Joseph; and the virgin's
name was Mary.

3. Coming in,
Gabriel said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you." 4. But Mary was very perplexed at
this statement, and pondered what kind of salutation this was.

5. The angel said
to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God!
6. And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son; and you shall name Him
Jesus.1.

7. "He will be
great; and will be called the Son of the Most High!
8. And the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and His Kingdom will have no end." 2.

9. Mary said to
the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"

10. The angel
answered, and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason
the Holy Child shall be called the Son of God.

11. "And behold,
even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old
age, and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month;
for nothing is impossible with God." 3.

12. Mary said,
"Behold, the bondslave of the Lord! May it be done to me according
to your word."

13. And Gabriel
departed from her.

 


1. (Isaiah
7:14)

2. 2 Samuel
7:12-17

3. Genesis 18:14 /
Jeremiah 32:17


 


Scene 122 - Mary Visits
Elizabeth

 


Judean hill
country, Judea late December / 7 BCE

 

Luke 1:39-56

 

1. Then Mary arose,
and went in a hurry to a city in the hill country of Judea; and she
entered the house of Zacharias, and greeted Elizabeth.

2. When Elizabeth
heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit.

3. And she cried
out with a loud voice, and said, "Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 4. How
has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord, would come to
me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
the baby leaped in my womb for joy.

5. "Blessed is she
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been
spoken to her by the Lord!"

6. Mary said:
"My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my
Savior,1. for He has had regard for
the humble state of His bondslave.2.

7. "And behold,
from this time on, all generations will count me blessed, for the
Mighty One has done great things for me; and Holy is His Name!

8. "His mercy
is upon generation after generation, toward those who fear
Him.3. 9.
He has done mighty deeds with His arm; 4. He has scattered those
who were proud in the thoughts of their heart. 10. He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and
has exalted those who were humble. 11. He
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent away the rich
empty-handed. 12. He has given help to
Israel His servant,5. in
remembrance of His mercy,6. as He spoke
to our fathers, to Abraham and his descendants, forever."

13. Mary stayed
with Elizabeth about three months, and then she returned to her
home.

 


1. Psalm 35:9 / Habakkuk
3:18

2. Psalm 138:6

3. Exodus 20:6 / Psalm
103:17

4. Psalm 98:1 / Isaiah
40:10

5. Isaiah 41:8

6. Psalm 98:3


 


Act 3 - The Birth of
John

 


Scene 131 - The Birth and Naming of
John

 


Judean hill
country, Judea late March / 6 BCE

 

Luke 1:57-66

 

1. Now when the time
came for Elizabeth to give birth, she gave birth to a son.
2. Her neighbors and her relatives heard
that the Lord had displayed His great mercy toward her, and they
were rejoicing with her.

3. And it happened
that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the
child,1. and they were going to name
him Zacharias, after his father, but his mother answered and said,
"No indeed, but he shall be called John."

4. They said to
her, "There is no one among your relatives who is called by that
name." 5. And they made signs to his
father, as to what he wanted him to be called.

6. Zacharias asked
for a tablet, and he wrote as follows: "His name is John." And they
were all astonished.

7. And at once the
mouth of Zacharias was opened, and he began to speak in praise of
God.

 


1. Genesis 17:12 /
Leviticus 12:3


 


Scene 132 - The Prophecy of Zacharias
About John

 


Judean hill
country, Judea late March / 6 BCE

 

Luke 1:67-80

 

1. John’s father
Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he prophesied,
saying: "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,1. for He has visited us, and accomplished redemption
for His people!

2. "He has
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David,
His servant,2 as He spoke by the
mouth of His Holy Prophets from of old: 3.
Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us;
to show mercy toward our fathers, 4. and
to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to
Abraham our father,3. 5. to grant that we, being rescued from the hand of
our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness before Him, all our days.

6. "And you,
child, will be called the Prophet of the Most High; for you will
go on before the Lord to prepare His way; 4. 7. to give to His people the knowledge of salvation by
the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our
God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us;
8. to shine upon those who sit in
darkness 5. and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace."

9. Fear came upon
all those living around them, and all these matters were being
talked about in all the hill country of Judea. 10. All who heard them kept them in mind, saying,
"What will this child turn out to be?" for the hand of the Lord was
certainly with him.

11. The child
continued to grow and to become strong in Spirit; and he lived in
the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

 


1. Psalm
106:48

2. 2 Samuel 22:3 / Psalm
132:17 / Ezekiel 29:21

3. Genesis 12:2-3;
22:17-18

4. Isaiah 40:3

5. Isaiah 9:2


 


Act 4 - The Birth of
Jesus

 


Scene 141 - An Angel Solves Joseph's
Dilemma

 


Nazareth,
Galilee spring / 6
BCE

 

Matthew 1:18-25~

 

1. Now the birth of
Jesus Christ was as follows: When His mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be
with Child by the Holy Spirit. 2. And
Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to
disgrace her, planned to send her away 1. secretly.

3. But when he had
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit. 4. She will bear a Son; and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from
their sins."

5. Now all this
took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet Isaiah: "Behold, the young maiden shall be with child,
and shall bear a Son; and they shall call His name Immanuel,"
2. which translated means, "God with
us." 3.

6. Joseph awoke
from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and
took Mary as his wife; 7. but he kept her
a virgin until she gave birth to a son.

 


1. Deuteronomy
24:1

2. Isaiah 7:14

3. Isaiah 8:8,
10


 


Scene 142 - Joseph and Mary Journey
To Bethlehem

 


Bethlehem,
Judea late September /
6 BCE

 

Luke 2:1-5

 

1. In those days, a
decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all
the inhabited earth. 2. This was the first
census taken while Quinctilius 1.
was Governor of Syria, and everyone was on his way to register for
the census, each to his own city.

3. In order to
register, Joseph went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee, to
the city of David (which is called Bethlehem) in Judea, because he
was of the house and family of David; 4.
along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child.

 


1. Publius Quinctilius
Varus - Roman Governor of Syria from 7 BCE to 4 BCE


 


Scene 143 - The Birth of
Jesus

 


Bethlehem,
Judea late September /
6 BCE

 

Luke 2:6-7

 

1. While they were
there, the days were completed for Mary to give birth; and she gave
birth to her firstborn son. 2. She wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn.


 


Scene 144 - Angelic Announcement To
The Shepherds

 


Bethlehem,
Judea late September /
6 BCE

 

Luke 2:8-20

 

1. In the same
region, there were some shepherds staying out in the fields, and
keeping watch over their flock at night. 2. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them.

3. They were
terribly frightened, but the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid;
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for
all people! 4. For today in the city of
David 1. there has been born for you
a Savior,2. who is Christ,
3. the Lord. 5.This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths, and lying in a manger."

6. And suddenly
there appeared with the angel a multitude of the Heavenly host, who
were praising God, and saying, "Glory to God in the Highest!
7. And on earth, peace among men with whom
He is pleased."

8. When the angels
had gone away into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one
another, "Let us go straight to Bethlehem, and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has made known to us!"

9. So they went
quickly, and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby, as
He lay in the manger.

10. When the
shepherds saw this, they made known the statement which had been
told to them about this Child. 11. All who
heard it wondered at the things which were told to them by the
shepherds, but Mary pondered all these things, treasuring them in
her heart.

12. The shepherds
went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard
and seen, just as they had been told.

 


1. Micah 5:2

2. (Isaiah 9:6)

3. Hebrew
“Messiah” -
Daniel 9:25 / (Deuteronomy 18:15)


 


Scene 145 - The Naming of
Jesus

 


Judea early October / 6 BCE

 

Matthew 1:~25 / Luke 2:21

 

1. When eight
days had passed, before His circumcision,1. His name was called Jesus, the name given by the
angel, before He was conceived in the womb.2.

 


1. Genesis 17:12 / Leviticus 12:3

2. 121.6 > Matthew 1:21 / Luke 1:31


 


Act 5 - Jesus Is Presented In The
Temple

 


Scene 151 - Righteous Simeon Prophesies
About Jesus

 


The Temple,
Jerusalem, Judea early November / 6 BCE

 

Luke 2:22-35

 

1. When the days
for their purification according to the law of Moses
1. were completed, they brought Jesus up to
Jerusalem, to present Him to the Lord 2.
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male
that opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord),2. 3.
and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law,
"A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons." 3.

4. There was a man
in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, who was righteous and devout.
He was looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. 5. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ.

6. He came in the
Spirit into the Temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, Simeon took Him
into his arms, and he blessed God, and said, 7. "Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to
depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your
salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples;
a Light of revelation to the Gentiles,4. and the glory of Your people Israel!"

8. And Simeon
blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is
appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign
to be opposed, to the end that the thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed. 9. And a sword will pierce even
your own soul."

10. His father and
mother were amazed at the things which were being said about
Jesus.

 


1. Leviticus
12:2-7

2. Exodus 13:2, 12,
15

3. Leviticus
12:8

4. Isaiah 42:6


 


Scene 152 - Anna The
Prophetess

 


The Temple,
Jerusalem, Judea early November / 6 BCE

 

Luke 2:36-38

 

1. There was a
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
2. She was advanced in years, and had
lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, and then
as a widow to the age of eighty-four.

3. She never left
the Temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.

4. At that very
moment, she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued
to speak of Jesus to all those who were looking for the redemption
of Jerusalem.


 


Scene 153 - Return To
Nazareth

 


Nazareth,
Galilee early November
/ 6 BCE

 

Luke 2:39-40

 

1. When they had
performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth. 2. The Child continued to grow and become strong,
increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.


 


Act 6 - To Egypt and
Back

 


Scene 161 - King Herod and The Magi From
The East

 


Jerusalem,
Judea late autumn / 6
BCE

 

Matthew 2:1-12

 

1. After Jesus was
born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the
King,1. Magi 2. from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where
is He who has been born the King of the Jews? For we saw His
star 3. in the east, and have come to
worship Him."

2. When King Herod
heard this, he was troubled, and all of Jerusalem with him.
3. Gathering together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah 4. was to be born.

4. They said to
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by
the prophet: 5. 'And you, Bethlehem,
land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah;
for out of you shall come forth a Ruler who will shepherd My people
Israel.' " 5.

6. Then Herod
secretly called the Magi, and determined from them the exact time
that the star had appeared. 7. And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search carefully for the Child;
8. and when you have found Him, report to
me, so that I too may come and worship Him."

9. After hearing
the King, the Magi went on their way; and the star, which they had
seen in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over
the place where the Child was. 10. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

11. After coming
into the house, they saw the Child, with Mary His mother; and they
fell to the ground and worshiped Him. 12.
Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of
gold, frankincense,6. and myrrh.7.

13. Having been
warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the Magi left for
their own country by another way.

 


1. Herod the Great (73 -
4 BCE) King of Judea & Galilee (37 - 4 BCE)

2. likely Persian/
Zoroastrian astrologers

3. Numbers 24:17 / Isaiah
60:3

4. Daniel 9:25 /
(Deuteronomy 18:15)

5. Micah 5:2 / (Numbers
24:17)

6. Isaiah 60:3, 6 /
(Psalm 72:10)

7. Exodus
30:23-25
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