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Preface

Dear reader,

If you are holding this book in your hands, it is likely because you have undertaken the fascinating and sometimes difficult journey of learning the  English  language. You have studied the grammar, memorized vocabulary, and are now looking to take the next step: to read a complete work, to immerse yourself in a story from beginning to end, without being constantly stopped by the language barrier.

We know that the transition from textbooks to authentic novels written for  native English speakers  can be intimidating. The gap can seem immense, the vocabulary too rich, and the sentence structures too complex. This book was designed precisely to bridge that gap. It is meant to be a helping hand to accompany you in this transition.

Memory of Elsewhere  ( Mémoire d'Ailleurs ) is what is known as a "graded reader." The story you are about to discover has been written entirely using vocabulary and grammatical structures carefully selected to correspond to a B1-B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). Our goal is not to oversimplify the story, but to make it accessible. We want you to experience the joy of reading for pleasure; to turn the pages not because it's an exercise, but because you desperately want to know what happens next.

Why choose science fiction? Because it is a genre that speaks to the universal. It pushes us to imagine, to dream, and to ask ourselves the biggest questions: Are we alone in the universe? What does it mean to be human? What are the consequences of our choices? By following the journey of Élise Renaud, a brilliant linguist faced with the greatest discovery in human history, you will explore not only the mysteries of space, but also those of language and communication.

Our advice for approaching this reading is simple:  dive into the story.  Don't be afraid if you don't understand every word. Try to guess the meaning from the context. The important thing is not the perfect translation of every sentence, but the overall understanding of the plot and the emotion that the story provides. You will discover that your brain is an incredibly powerful tool for deducing and learning intuitively.

We sincerely hope that this reading will be an enriching and, above all, deeply enjoyable experience for you. The path of learning is long, but every chapter read, every page turned, is a small victory that builds confidence and nurtures passion.

Thank you for choosing our story to continue your adventure with the  English language . We wish you an excellent journey to the far reaches of the universe and of language.

Happy reading!



























Chapter 1

The soft late-afternoon light filtered through the large window of the Parisian apartment. Seated at her solid wood desk, Élise Renaud was completely absorbed in her work. Before her, an ancient manuscript, fragile and yellowed by the centuries, waited with infinite patience. To most people, the complex symbols on the page were just a meaningless drawing. For Élise, it was a door to a vanished world, a silent conversation with the ghosts of history.

At twenty-eight, Élise was one of the youngest and most brilliant linguists of her generation. Her specialty was dead languages—languages that no one spoke anymore. She loved the challenge, the puzzle that each text represented. It was a solitary job, one that demanded total concentration and a deep passion for the past. Her apartment was her sanctuary, filled with books, old maps, and the comforting smell of old paper. The silence was broken only by the sound of her breathing and the soft scratch of her pencil on the notebook where she took her notes.

That evening, she was working on a fragment of a Sumerian tablet. She had been trying for a week to translate a sentence that resisted all her attempts. She felt she was close to the solution. It was always like this: a long period of confusion, then, suddenly, a spark of understanding. A pure joy.

Suddenly, the intercom buzzed. The sound, abrupt and unexpected, shattered the room's tranquility. Élise jumped, startled. She wasn't expecting anyone. Her friends knew not to disturb her when she was working. With some hesitation, she stood up and pressed the button.

"Yes?" she asked, her voice slightly hoarse.

A calm and serious man's voice answered. "Miss Élise Renaud? My name is Martin Dubois. I need to speak with you. It's very important."

The name meant nothing to her. "What is this about?"

"I cannot discuss it over the intercom, Miss. I only ask for five minutes of your time. It concerns your professional skills."

Intrigued and a little suspicious, Élise thought for a moment. The voice was formal, almost official. Her curiosity won out. She pressed the button to open the building's main door. A few moments later, there was a soft knock at her door.

When she opened it, she found a man of about fifty, dressed in a dark, elegant suit that seemed strangely out of place in her world of books and dust. He was tall, with greying hair and piercing blue eyes that examined her with a disconcerting intensity.

"Miss Renaud, thank you for seeing me," he said with a slight smile that didn't reach his eyes.

"Please, come in," Élise replied, showing him to the only free armchair, near the bookshelf.

The man sat down and placed a black briefcase next to him. He did not waste time.

"As I said, my name is Martin Dubois. I represent an international research consortium. We are not a government organization, but we work in collaboration with several governments on sensitive projects."

Élise sat on her office chair, her hands folded in her lap. She suddenly felt like a student in front of an examiner. "And how can I help you? My work is purely academic."

"Precisely," said Dubois. "Your work on proto-languages and your ability to identify grammatical structures in unconventional communication systems have caught our attention. Your thesis on the possible interpretations of the Easter Island glyphs was particularly impressive."

Élise was surprised that a man like him knew about her thesis. It was a very specialized work.

"We are facing a problem, Miss Renaud. A translation problem, if one can call it that. We have discovered... something. And this something is communicating. Or at least, it is emitting a signal."

"A signal? A computer code? That's not really my specialty."

"No. Not a computer code. Nothing that humanity has ever seen before," the man continued, his gaze fixed on Élise. "It is an incredibly complex system, a mix of light patterns, sound frequencies, and mathematical models. Our best cryptographers have failed. Our supercomputers can find no logic. But one of our theorists has a hypothesis: he thinks it is not a code to be 'cracked,' but a language to be 'learned'."

Élise's heart began to beat a little faster. A language to be learned. Those words resonated with her. It was the very essence of her life.

"Why me?" she finally asked.

"Because this 'language' follows no human rules. It is completely alien. We don't need a computer scientist. We need someone with intuition, with imagination. Someone who can see meaning where others only see chaos. Your profile is unique."

A silence followed. Élise looked at the man, trying to understand the true scale of his proposal. It sounded like the beginning of a science fiction movie.

"And where is this
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Epilogue














