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  AN ADDRESS


  To the Hon. General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island, of 1880, and to the editor of the Providence Journal, on the repeal of the law prohibiting the intermarriage of whites and blacks, by George Henry, Providence.


  PREFACE.


  This law was repealed March 17th, 1881, by the united efforts of our colored clergymen, in behalf of the people.


  The strong arguement of Walter B. Vincent, representative of Rhode Island. So long therefore as slavery existed unrestricted there seemed to be no occasion for the prohibition of marriage between blacks and whites, but the passage of an act in 1784, providing that all children of African descent, born thereafter should be free gave rise to, and was soon followed by the passage of an act which has remained upon our statute books to the present day, and was both in spirit and language the same as the section now under consideration. This prohibition then in referring to the history of our state, originated in what may properly be called the slave period. It belongs to that period when piratical craft floated upon our waters, and our city of Newport was the great slave mart of New England. It belonged to the period when slaves found abroad after nine o'clock in the evening were confined in a cage until morning and then publicly whipped. It belonged to the period when the duties on imported slaves furnished means to pave the street leading to our State House, and when a bounty was offered for crows, black-birds, gray-squirrels, rats, old wolves and wild cats. The abolition of slavery is now complete, not only in Rhode Island but throughout the length and breadth of our country. The whipping-post has given way to less barbarous modes of punishment. The old wolves and the wild cats have been swept away by the tide of civilization or forced to seek some more sequestered spot, but this section still remains upon our statute book, a monument to prejudice and a relic of a less enlightened age. And until the colored people shall make for themselves a name and a place in the communities in which they dwell, that they may be allowed to stand with the white people, equal before the law, and to have the same opportunity. They are loyal to this country and this union. They have no mother country with which to divide their affections, but they are Americans in the strictest sense of that word, and have established their right to equality upon many a bloody field, fighting with us for the preservation of our common country. Who ever heard, during the war of the rebellion, or since, of a disloyal colored man, or of one who from fear or hope of reward ever betrayed a fleeing prisoner, or neglected to aid and assist him to the best of his ability in making good his escape. Sufficient evidence of the falsity of such a theory may be found in the fact that during the palmy days of slavery at the South, intercourse between blacks and whites upon the plantations was encouraged, in order that the property of the masters might be increased.


  We have in our state a considerable number of respectable colored people, to whom this law is offensive, and who justly regard it as a discrimination against them. They do not desire to intermarry with the white people, but they feel that all legal restrictions should be removed and that they should be allowed to stand upon the same footing as other citizens. I appeal to the members of this house to throw aside their prejudices, to brave the sneers and taunts of the narrow minded, to strike from our statutes this relic of oppression, and to seek to assist and encourage the colored citizens of this state rather than deprive or offend them. Ever remembering that, and also the strong appeal from the strong argument of the closing debate, the General Assembly had to yeald to law and justice for our dignity, that such a disgraceful law should be wiped from the statute book.


  APPEAL.


  In the year 1747 slaves on board a Rhode Island ship, Capt. Beers, rose and murdered the captain and crew, except two mates, who swam ashore. In 1731, Capt. George Scott, of Rhode Island, returning from Guinea with a cargo of slaves, they rose up and murdered the crew. Capt. Gibbs of Newport was one of the biggest slavers ever known. Capt. Townsend who lived on Brown street, Providence, was caught with a load of slaves. Readers, I give you some reasons why this law should be repealed. Because it was placed on the Statute book by such men for no other purpose than to reap corruption on innocent women. And when this thing was thoroughly discussed in the House of Representatives, in 1880, the christian community just got their eyes opened to the degraded purpose for which it was placed there. Lawyer Tillinghast, of Pawtucket, acknowledged in the Senate that he did not know Rhode Island was so base as to be the first to put such a law upon the Statute book, and all the other states, especially virginia, copied it from Rhode Island, to carry on this outrage upon virtuous women. He raised up his voice like a trumpet and said: away with such a law. Let the names of these great heroes and patriots of civilization and christianity, in the House of Representatives, which I have given the reader on page seventy-five of this work, be handed down to all generations hereafter, to be immortalized in the name of this great republic.


  THE GRIEVANCE OF THE COLORED PEOPLE.


  To the Editor of the Journal:


  I see you have opened your columns very freely during the winter to criticisms on the Marriage Bill. So I beg leave, if you please, to give me a few lines in your columns, as you and the public at large do not understand our grievances upon this point. We petitioned to the General Assembly, as citizens of the State, and in common with other men, to repeal Section 6, Chapter 149, of the Revised Statutes, because it was, we thought, the last remnant of slavery in Rhode Island, so that the next generation might not find such a disgraceful law upon her Statute book. We say now, and always shall say, that it is better to marry than to live in such a disgraceful as many are now living in.


  It is not the line of color we are now contending on, for that line and the marriage question sink into insignificance before the rebukes we have received from Mr. Tobey and Mr. Pierce and Mr. Clark and Mr. Cross. If those gentlemen had merely voted against the bill we would not have said a word, but when those gentlemen stepped down from their high position of duty and used such language as they did, saying that if that law was repealed the next thing you would see running about the streets would be apes and baboons, and using all other mean language that they could, it is adding insult to injury, and it is this, and this alone, which has roused the indignation of the colored people, and should rouse the indignation of every lady and gentleman throughout the length and breadth of this land.


  Yours respectfully,

  GEORGE HENRY.


  This is my first card, which the journal took advantage of, and heaped all kinds of misrepresentations upon me, and would not give me an opportunity to defend myself through their columns, which I and everybody else thought was very unjust. I was compelled to resort to other means, when the editor of the Evening Telegram was kind and gentlemanly enough to open his columns for a free fight, as the Journal was full every day of race and color. I attacked him on both lines as follows:


  GEORGE vs GEORGE.


  What was the color of the first man? Some conundrums for the journal to answer, The reason Tobey is opposed by the colored people.


  To the editor of the journal.


  I was very sorry when you would not publish my card. Hundreds of people have told me that you would not publish anything only on one side of the question. I have defended you on this point until you would not publish my card. I think it was a providential thing that you forced me to go to an editor who opens his columns for every man to have fair play. I have not had any answer to the above questions. I am waiting patiently for one.


  Suffer me to say one word in regard to public school matters. I should do injustice to myself and to the three heroic women, who when nearly all the men backed down, came to my rescue and gave me new vigor in fighting successfully the repeal of the the law prohibiting equal school rights, namely Mrs. Amer, wife of Hon. S. G. Ames, Mrs. John E. Church and Mrs. Waugh. These names I wish handed down as a memorial to the last of posterity.


  Mr. Editor, I see that you are very much displeased with us for excluding your reporter from our meetings. We did it for peace. Now I will tell you and the world the reason, and the sole reason, why we did it. We petitioned to the General Assembly to repeal Section 6, Chapter 149, of the Revised Statutes, and the next morning the first thing we saw in the Journal was something about the marriage between the negroes and whites, and of all of our meetings and caucuses. That and the color line was always in your reports. Now I say, sir, that we never discussed the question in any of our meetings, with the exception of one, and that was discussed by Messrs. Jefferson and Ballou, in the Police Station, and never anywhere else to my knowledge. Upon that issue it was only through the efforts of Mr. Eldrich, of Mount Zion Church, and myself, that Jefferson and Ballou were prevented from passing their resolutions for drawing out from the republican party, and establishing an independent party, and when we found that we were so misrepresented, and that it created feelings in the community that ought not to have existed, we excluded the reporter upon this ground alone. I leave the public to decide whether I am right or wrong.


  Mr. Editor, since you will have this vexed marriage question before the public, let us discuss it. From 1784 to 1830 Rhode Island owned slaves, but in those days people were not as much enlightened as they are now. We made one step further in civilization when we established mixed schools. The great howl then arose, that the children would be fighting along the streets, and there would be continual dissentions. The result has just been the other way. We want to make one more step in civilization and christianity. The great howl comes up now: Do you want your daughter to marry a negro? I answer for myself. I don't want your daughters, because I have as good a wife as I want. I am fighting for the great principle of virtue. That black, odious, outrageous law was put there by the slaveholders, to cover up their fornications. Ninety-nine per cent. of all the mixing that is done is done by white men. More especially by slaveholders. The slave states copied that black law from Rhode Island, more especially Virginia, for she went into raising the mixed breeds. Some as pretty and virtuous women as the sun ever shown upon would be set on the block, and sold for nothing else but to make prostitutes of them, to the highest bidder. This I have seen with my own eyes, and this is the law which the journal has such a particular love for. If I was editor of a paper it never should be blackened by upholding a law to support such fornication. I know, and thousands know, the disgrace that it has brought upon us. Now let us all pray that the great wave of public opinion may sweep it from the Statute Book, not only in the State of Rhode Island, but through the length and breadth of the land, and let purity take its place. You have filled your columns with word races. I hold that there is but one race of men, and I take my start from Adam, and I build my foundation from part of the 26th and 27th verses of the first chapter of Genesis. "Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him, male and female created he them." Also in the 7th verse of the 2d chapter of Genesis, which reads as follows: "And the Lord God framed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul." This is my foundation. Now I hold that from Adam to the flood there was but one people, and all of one language. At the flood God destroyed every man except Noah and his three sons and their wives. The ark that they were saved in landed on the top of Mount Ararat. After this they began to build a tower to reach to heaven, for which God confounded their language, so that they did not understand each other. They were scattered thus over all the face of the earth in families, which we call tribes, and from wild tribes, becoming civilized and united they have become as nations.


  Mr. Editor, here we stand with the bible claiming that I sprang from the seed of Adam, and I feel proud that I did, for God said that everything he had made was very good. Now Mr. Editor, where did you get your race from? if it is a different race from mine. Please tell me and the world, and if you cannot answer this question, never let me hear any more howls from your paper about races. You have filled your columns with regard to color. Let us discuss that a little, as we have an opportunity now that we never had before. Mr. Editor, I will ask you one question, so that I may be satisfied and also the entire public. I know, sir, from your great and masterly power, that you are able to answer it. Now what was the color of Adam? Was he a red man, was he a brown man, or was he a light complexioned man, or was he a black man, or was he a yellow man? I demand an answer, because I have always thought that he was a brown skinned man, because he was taken from the earth, though I may be wrong in my ideas. Therefore I ask for light on that subject. I know he was not a white man, because he was taken from the ground, and as there is nothing white under the ground but the drifting snow. Any other white substance has a shade when compared with it. Did you ever see a man in your life that was not of some color. When you dress yourself neatly, turn and look in the glass and see if your face is not of some color. I ask you with all kindness, can you change these colors? I have as much right to find fault with your light complexion as you have with my dark complexion. I hold that it is God himself who makes these different colors. If you look over Webster's dictionary you will see that white is not a color, and that black is destitute of light. Therefore all colors must be between those two mediums. I want to ask you one more question. Will you please to travel the length and breadth of your city, and you will find horses of all shades and colors, and of different shape and style, presently you will throw your eyes on a black horse, and if you can prove to me and the world that he is not a horse, then sir, you can prove the black man is not a man, and the argument will be yours, and if not, sir, the argument is mine, and never let me hear any more arguments in your paper on the color line. Sir, you have forced me to discuss this question, and I expect to receive great
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    	Richard O'Brien, master, . . . . . $2,000


    	Andrew Montgomery, mate, . . . . . 1,500


    	Jacob Tessanier, French, . . . . . 2,000


    	William Patterson, seaman, . . . . . $1,500


    	Philip Solan, . . . . . 725


    	Peleg Loring, . . . . . 725


    	John Robertson, . . . . . 725


    	James Hull, . . . . . 725

  


  

  
    	Isaac Stevens, master, . . . . . $2,000


    	Alexander Forsythe, mate, . . . . . 1,500


    	James Catheart, seaman, . . . . . 900


    	George Smith, . . . . . 725


    	John Gregory, . . . . . 725


    	James Hermit, . . . . . 725

  


  THESE ARE THE WORDS OF EX-REBEL GENERAL ROGER A. PRYOR, ON THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE NEGRO.
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  THE COLORED SOLDIER.

  IVES POST, No. 13, G. A. R., CROWDED STEINWAY HALL LAST NIGHT.

  A MEMORIAL VOLUME, THE GIFT OF GEORGE HENRY, PRESENTED TO THE POST.
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