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In the year 2080, Chennai is a city powered by invisible electricity, watched by drones, and ruled by automation. Cars run without drivers, doors unlock without keys, and hospitals trust machines more than hands.

But when someone learns how to control that technology, the city itself becomes a weapon.

A man burns without fire. A Minister dies inside a sealed pod car. A surgeon collapses during a life-saving procedure. No fingerprints. No break-in. No escape.

Only one signature appears again and again:

μ (Mu).

Inspector Daniel Jerald of the Special Investigation Team and Varun of V-Detect must hunt an enemy who doesn’t need a knife or gun—only code.

Welcome to Project: Cyber Mutant.
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All rights reserved.
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Chapter 1: 200 Degrees Celsius
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Location: ECR Road, Chennai - 2080. Time: 11:30 PM.

The sea breeze blew with a chemical scent.

The sound of car tires rubbing against the road was absent. The reason being, in 2080, tires do not touch the road. With 'Magnetic Levitation' (Mag-Lev) technology, cars were floating two inches above the ground, speeding past.

On the side of that high-speed road, the massive bungalow named 'VISTA' was glowing like a giant spaceship that had landed. There were no wires around the house. No EB posts. 'Over-the-air Charging' technology, which sucks electricity right from the air, was present in every inch of that house.

Varun stood leaning against a black 'Tesla 2080' model car parked at the entrance of the house.

His eyes were staring intently at the smart watch on his left hand.

"Shit! This Danny is always late! Does he look for an auspicious time even to come to a crime scene?" he muttered.

Before he could finish that thought, a faint 'Whirring...' sound was heard in the distance.

The next second, a dark blue 'Aero Bike' circled above Varun's head and landed without a sound.

Daniel Jerald removed his helmet and placed it on the bike's sensor.

This is Daniel Jerald. The Chief Officer of the Special Investigation Team (SIT) created by the Chennai City Police in the year 2080. One who prioritizes intellect over emotions. He always carries state-of-the-art Gadgets rather than a gun. "Crime is a puzzle. Logic is needed to solve it, not speed" - this is Danny's policy.

"What Danny... how long has it been? I'm roasting here... are you sightseeing outside?" Varun scolded with familiarity.

Varun - Danny's polar opposite. Whenever rules and regulations become a hindrance in police work, Danny turns to Varun. Varun, who runs a private detective agency named 'V-Detect', is an expert in combat, chasing, and local source networks. If Danny is the 'Brain', Varun is the 'Action'.

Danny did not smile. But a faint friendship was visible in his eyes. "Relax Varun. I asked you to stand at the entrance because if local police go inside, they might destroy the evidence. What is the status of the Digital Lock?"

Varun shrugged his shoulders. "Couldn't break it. This is a Quantum Encryption lock. Ordinary hacking tools won't work. It will open only if the password is known. Otherwise... the bomb will blast."

Danny looked up at the house. Although his eyes looked normal, the 'AR Contact Lens' he was wearing was working inside. Data expanded wherever his gaze fell.

	Building Material: Carbon Fiber reinforced concrete.

	Energy Source: Wireless Grid.

	Security Level: High.


"Varun, don't touch that door. High-voltage is flowing through it," Danny warned cautiously.

"What? Electric shock? But there are no wires?"

"That is the problem. This entire house is 'Truly Wireless Electricity'. Current is spreading in the air like Wi-Fi. But now something is working wrongly. My lens is showing a red signal," said Danny, taking a small pen-drive-like device from his pocket.

"What is this?"

"Signal Jammer. This will cut that quantum signal for five seconds. We have to go inside in that gap. Ready?"

"Always ready!" Varun adjusted his jacket.

Danny showed the device near the door's sensor. A faint 'beep' sound. The door's red light turned off and became green.

"Now!"

Both entered at lightning speed. The next second, the door locked again.

As soon as they entered, Varun covered his nose. "My God! What is this smell? Burnt smell... but it's not coming from the kitchen."

Silence filled the house. But a kind of heat blew like a furnace even in that AC room.

Danny walked straight towards the stairs. "The smell is coming from the bathroom."

The bathroom door was open. Thick steam was coming out from inside.

"Viswanath!" Varun called out as he ran inside. But Danny grabbed his hand and pulled him to a stop.

"Hey! Don't go inside! Look at the floor."

Varun bent down and looked. The floor tiles were not wet. But wherever the moisture touched, it was evaporating and disappearing.

"It's not water Varun... it's just Steam. The temperature inside is not normal."

Danny focused his vision on his AR Lens. Numbers ran across his Retina.

	Ambient Temperature: 95°C

	Oxygen Level: Low


Both held their breath and peeked inside.

There... inside that state-of-the-art Shower Cubicle, India's top architect Viswanath lay collapsed.

His body... looked terrifying. The skin had peeled off as if burnt in a fire and had turned red. But the clothes were not burnt.

"How Danny?" Varun asked in shock. "How can the body become like this without catching fire?"

Danny looked at the shower control panel. Numbers were flashing on the digital screen within it.

Target Temp: 200°C

"It wasn't fire that burnt him, Varun. Water. No... not even water. Hot air. This smart bathroom turned into something like a Microwave Oven and steamed him inside," Danny said quietly, though there was a tremor in his voice.

Varun went to approach the body. "Poor man. Came to bath and ended up a corpse."

"Wait!" Danny stopped him. "Look at his forehead."

On Viswanath's burnt forehead, a strange square shape was drawn in coagulated blood.

"QR Code!" Varun marveled. "Has the murderer signed and left?"

"No... this is a message. He is implying without saying it that in 2080, murders won't happen via knives, but via Coding."

Danny bent down and fixed his eyes straight on that QR Code. His AR lens scanned it.

Scanning... Decryption in progress... Source: Unknown

Suddenly, a voice sounded through the 'Implant' inside Danny's ear. A raspy, digital voice.

"Welcome to the Future, Daniel!"

Danny was shocked and looked at Varun. "He is watching us, Varun! We are live!"

At the same time, all the lights in the house went off, and ‘Red Alert Lights’ started rotating.

"He's locking down the house!" shouted Varun. "Danny, run!"

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2: Mr. Cool
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Location: Viswanath's 'Smart' Bungalow. Time: Midnight 12:05.

"Danny! The door isn't opening!"

Varun used all his strength to pull the door handle. It didn't move. It was as tight as the gate of an iron fortress.

While the Red Alert Lights were rotating in the room, a mechanical female voice echoed across the walls.

"Intruders detected. Security Protocol Number 666 is being activated. Oxygen in the room will be removed in 3 minutes."

"What the hell?" Varun screamed. "She's going to cut the oxygen? Hey... this isn't a house, it's a gas chamber! Do something Danny!"

Daniel did not panic. There wasn't even a bead of sweat on his forehead. His eyes just kept scanning the room.

"Varun, don't shout. When you shout, more oxygen is consumed. Control your breath," said Danny, running his fingers over the E-Pad screen in his hand.

"Yo! That machine says we are going to die... and you are taking a class?"

"This house operates via 'Wireless Power'. Meaning, this door is locked via Electromagnetic Waves in the air. If we cut that wave, the door will open automatically."

"How to cut that? Where is the switch board?" he asked sarcastically.

"Are you coming from a coma? This is 2080! There are no switch boards here Varun. Everything is sensors. But every room will have a 'Power Node'. That is the heart of this room. It must be smashed."

Danny looked through his AR Lens. He saw the blue electric waves running across the wall converging at a single point.

"Varun! Above your head... do you see a small black box on that ceiling?"

Varun looked up. There was a device like a small camera in the corner of the roof.

"Yes... I see it!"

"That is the Power Node. I don't have a gun. You?"

Varun drew the modern 'Laser Stun Gun' from his waist. "Always loaded!"

"Good. Don't miss the aim. One shot. That box must explode."

"Warning! Oxygen level has decreased by 10 percent," - the computer voice warned again. Varun felt the suffocation starting slightly.

"Watch now!"

Varun held his breath and raised the gun. Took aim. With a whizzz sound, a blue laser beam shot from the gun.

It hit the center of that black box precisely.

'Boom!'

A small explosion sound. That box shattered. The next second, the red lights rotating in the room went off. The locked door loosened with a 'clack' sound.

"Run!"

Danny kicked the door, and it flew open. Both leaped out and fell onto the lawn.

Varun only came back to life when the sea breeze hit his face.

"Happada... Just miss! If we had stayed one more minute, we would have become 'Grilled Chicken' like that architect," Varun sighed heavily.

Danny stood up and dusted off his clothes. His face remained emotionless, 'cool' as ever.

"Danny, don't you ever get scared? We were in a situation where we could die inside. But you were cool like you were playing a video game?" Varun asked with surprise.

"Fear gives anxiety. Anxiety won't let the brain work. My capital is my brain, Varun. I don't want to switch it off," said Danny.

"Okay, what about that voice? He said 'Welcome to the Future'... who is he?"

Danny looked up at the sky. Drones were flying among the clouds there.

"He is watching us, Varun. Viswanath's murder is just a beginning. That QR Code... a message came when I scanned it. Did you notice?"

"No... didn't notice in the rush. What message?"

Danny tapped his smart watch. A small Hologram Screen appeared in the air.

The result of that scanned QR Code was visible on it.

Message: "Deleting the Old World... Installing New World... Error Code: μ (Mu)"

"Mu? What does that mean?"

"It is a Greek letter. In Physics, 'Mu' is the symbol for Friction or Magnetic Permeability. But here... it serves as an identity," Danny fell into deep thought.

Just then, the phone in Danny's pocket vibrated. The screen lit up, displaying the name 'Dr. Nethra - Cyber Lab'.

Danny touched the 'Implant' in his ear. "Tell me Dr. Nethra."

Nethra's voice sounded anxious on the other end.

"Danny! I analyzed that QR Code data you sent. It is not an ordinary website. It is a direct link to a 'Dark Web' server. A signal is being tracked from it right now."

"Where?"

"Chennai-Bangalore Highway. An Autonomous Car is going there. Someone is trying to hack that car's control system!"

Danny was shocked. "Highway? Who is going in that
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