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This book is dedicated to all the believers the world over for whom the following would be true:

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.”

Psalm 34:19
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A while back, a commentary was done on the Gospel of Matthew in God’s word, which, if published, would have been well over fifteen hundred pages. Since this would have been too large a book, and also too costly to buy, God is now leading His servant to pick out some material from Matthew’s gospel account that believers should be aware of and which will surely bless, encourage, and build up spiritually all those who read this!

We are to note that Matthew’s gospel account was given by God to connect the Old Testament with the New Testament, and also to prove to those of the nation of Israel and all mankind that Jesus is indeed the Jew’s long awaited Messiah, The One that God promised at Genesis 3:15 to send to earth one day!

Please note that Matthew Chapters 5,6,7 were covered by an earlier book published under the title, “Jesus’ Sermon On The Mount: Matthew 5 to 7.” Also, Book 1 covered Matthew Chapters 1 to the end of Chapter 4, which means that Book 2 (the current book) will cover Matthew Chapter 8 to the end of Chapter 10.

And please also note that there an Addenda with four sections at the back of the book. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading the book who might not be aware of the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any who may not be familiar with this information either. In Addendum C, we share the conclusions reached from a study of fasting in Scripture! And then in Addendum D, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any readers who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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The Lord Jesus continues healing people as part of His Galilean ministry!
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When we left Book 1, The Lord Jesus was just starting His Galilean ministry, which took us to the end of Matthew Chapter 4. Then in Matthew Chapters 5,6,7, we have The Lord Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, which was covered in a separate book, and which also took place in Galilee. And now, as we begin Book 2, we find The Lord Jesus continuing on His Galilean ministry, which we will now look at from Matthew 8:1-27.

The healing of a leper, Matthew 8:1-4

As The Lord Jesus ends His Sermon on the Mount, which took place on an unnamed mountain in Galilee, He proceeds to carry on His ministry in Galilee, as we now see from Matthew 8:1-4, where we read, “[1] WHEN JESUS CAME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, LARGE CROWDS FOLLOWED HIM. [2] AND A LEPER CAME TO HIM and bowed down before Him, and said, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." [3] Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." AND IMMEDIATELY HIS LEPROSY WAS CLEANSED. [4] And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." “

It should not surprise us to read here at verse 8:1, "When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him," for we have seen already, from looking at verses 4:23-25 in closing Book 1, that "large crowds followed Him" there also, due to their having seen The Lord Jesus "healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people." 

And now, after having spoken to the disciples and this crowd about the Kingdom of Heaven, and also after having invited those who did not yet believe in Him to do so, we are now told that "large crowds followed Him" still, after coming down from the mountain where He had given what we refer to as ‘His Sermon on the Mount.’

It is important to keep in mind here that one reason for God The Father doing "signs, wonders, and miracles" through His Son now on earth in human flesh, The Lord Jesus Christ, that THESE WERE DONE IN ORDER TO AUTHENTICATE THE MESSENGER AND HIS MESSAGE, noting here for instance what we read at Acts 2:22, "Men of Israel, listen to these words: JESUS THE NAZARENE, A MAN ATTESTED TO YOU BY GOD WITH MIRACLES AND WONDERS AND SIGNS WHICH GOD PERFORMED THROUGH HIM in your midst, just as you yourselves know...." 

With this in mind, the crowds here had seen God’s Son heal many and had followed Him. Then The Lord Jesus had spoken to them the words God His Father had given Him to speak on His Sermon on the Mount, which was with such authority that the people marveled (Matthew 7:28,29).

And now at verse 8:1, we see that large crowds still followed Him. What should not surprise us here is to then read at verse 8:2 of a leper, who comes to The Lord Jesus looking for healing. And what the leper actually asks The Lord Jesus here is to "make me clean." The word "clean" is the Greek word “Katharizo” in the original, which cannot really be understood here apart from what this word meant in the Old Testament, especially as used in relation to leprosy. 

First then, we need to note what Moses warned the sons of Israel of as they were about to enter the land of Canaan, noting what we read at Deuteronomy 24:8,9, "[8] Be careful against an infection of leprosy, THAT YOU DILIGENTLY OBSERVE AND DO ACCORDING TO ALL THAT THE LEVITICAL PRIESTS TEACH YOU; AS I HAVE COMMANDED THEM, so you shall be careful to do. [9] Remember what the Lord your God did to Miriam on the way as you came out of Egypt." We note that based on the warning Moses gives at verse 24:9, it is clear that the people of Israel were being warned against disobedience to God's word, which could lead to an infection of leprosy as the judgment of God!

Relating to this, we note from Numbers 12:1-15 that Miriam had been the instigator in speaking against Moses (noting also Exodus 22:28 with Acts 23:5), thereby bringing forth the wrath of God against her by incurring leprosy. And likewise at 2 Kings 5:25-27 Elisha's servant, Gehazi, also incurred leprosy due to his sin, which was also true of king Uzziah at 2 Chronicles 26:19, when leprosy broke out on his forehead as a judgment of God against him, when he went into the temple to burn incense, which was only lawful for a priest to do. And so, that is why Moses at Deuteronomy 24:8 warned the sons of Israel, to ensure they obey all they have been taught of the law given by God.

And before returning to Matthew 8:2, we also need to note Leviticus 13, where we are told what was to be done to determine if one had leprosy, and then what was to be done if one was found to have leprosy, noting here what we read at Leviticus 13:45,46, "[45] As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his mustache and cry, 'Unclean! Unclean!' [46] He shall remain unclean all the days during which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp." 

Then at Leviticus 14, we have the "law of the leper in the day of his cleansing," noting from verse 14:12  that one male lamb was to be presented to the priest for a guilt offering, and then noting from Leviticus 5:6 that a guilt offering was required of one who had leprosy due to sin!

And so, the leper who came to The Lord Jesus at Matthew 8:2 wanted to be made "clean" because he was "unclean." And it is important that we see here that his uncleanness was due to sin the leper had committed. Therefore, in The Lord Jesus Christ then saying to the leper at Matthew 8:3, "Be cleansed," He was not only removing the man's leprosy, but was also cleansing him of his sin! 

It is also important to note that the leper came to God’s Son here believing that He had the power to remove his leprosy from him, when he said, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." The leper was also saying here, 'your will be done, Lord.' So it is not surprising to have The precious Lord Jesus respond to such faith and to such an attitude with, "I am willing; be cleansed."

Then at Matthew 8:4, we note what The Lord Jesus tells the former leper, "And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them."" 

It is important to remember here that we are still in the second age of time, when God is dealing with the nations through the believers of the nation of Israel. And so, the reason that The Lord Jesus did not want the former leper to tell anyone of his cleansing here is because He had not come to earth to cleanse lepers as a matter of course, but rather, as we read at Luke 19:10, "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 

And in the former leper being told to "show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded (noting Leviticus 14), AS A TESTIMONY TO THEM," with the "them" here being the nation of Israel, as represented by its leadership, for as we have seen so far, the leadership of the nation of Israel was in unbelief, having refused to believe in God’s Son now in human flesh, The Lord Jesus Christ, namely that He really was their Messiah and King!

We further note here that this encounter with the leper was also recorded at Mark 1:40-45 and at Luke 5:12-16, where we learn that the leper did not go to the priest as instructed, but rather spread the news around that he had been cleansed of his leprosy by The Lord Jesus Christ.

The healing of the Roman centurion's servant by The Lord Jesus at Capernaum, Matthew 8:5-13

While The Lord Jesus is at Capernaum, which is now his hometown in Galilee (noting Matthew 4:12,13), He is met by a Roman centurion, who comes to Him with a request, as we now read at Matthew 8:5-13, "[5] And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, [6] and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented. [7] Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." [8] But the centurion said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. [9] "For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it." [10] Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel. [11] "I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; [12] but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." [13] And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed that very moment.”

Let us first note here that we know that the "centurion" in view here was an officer in the Roman army - for Rome was the world power at this time in history over the known world, with Judea, Samaria, and Galilee being under Roman occupation - and wherever this term is used in the New Testament it is always in reference to one in Rome's military. 

What we should also note here is that Matthew’s gospel account implies that the centurion personally came to The Lord Jesus, while Luke’s gospel account, at Luke 7:2-10, has the centurion sending elders, and then friends, to speak to The Lord Jesus on  the centurion's behalf. And it is most likely here that this is the same event being recorded by both Matthew and Luke. 

What is also most likely here is that both Matthew and Luke were being led of God The Father by The Holy Spirit to only select material from the same event that would be necessary to convey the truth God wanted to convey to us from this event.

And so, we see here that the event in question concerns a Roman centurion, who hears about The Lord Jesus, and based on what he heard, likely relating to His miraculously healing people from all kinds of afflictions, he decides to come to Him, to plead for his servant, whom the centurion appears to find indispensable in his personal life, but for now that servant is “lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented,” and therefore not able to be of service to him.

Then we note from verse 8:7 that because God’s Son knows this is a Divine appointment, as He knew ALL His encounters were, He replies to the centurion, "I will come and heal him." " However, before The Lord Jesus even moves, the centurion replies to Him, giving that amazing reply, which both surprises and pleases The Lord Jesus, as He now hears the centurion say at verses 8:8,9,, "[8] But the centurion said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. [9] For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it."" 

What no doubt pleases both God The Father and His Son here is the fact that THE CENTURION BELIEVED THAT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, HAD THE POWER TO HEAL HIS SERVANT BY SIMPLY GIVING A COMMAND! 

It is also obvious here that the centurion believed that The Lord Jesus not only had the Divine power to heal his servant, but also believed Him of being also under Divine authority, when he says, "I also am a man under authority..." 

And what the centurion correctly realized here was that whereas his power was earthly and temporal, that of The Lord Jesus Christ was Heavenly and spiritual. 

In knowing how authority is exercised in the temporal realm, he also correctly deduced that authority is exercised in a similar way in the spiritual realm pertaining to God, so that God only has to say the word in His realm, and it is done, noting for instance what we read at Genesis 1:3, "Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light." “

We also note here that the centurion was humble enough to realize and acknowledge that his authority was inferior to, and far below, that of God's authority, for he was recorded as saying to The Lord Jesus at verse 8:8, "I am not worthy for You to come under my roof."

The Lord Jesus’ reaction to the centurion's statement at verse 8:10 is not surprising here, "Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel." 

And what is very important to notice here  is that if the elders, who were part of the leadership of the nation in Israel, were indeed present here, as recorded in Luke’s account of this event, then The Lord Jesus’ statement at verse 8:10 would have been a condemning statement to their ears, for these men were all in unbelief, even though they were seeing the same Divine Person and hearing the same miraculous testimonies from people that the centurion was hearing, and yet they freely chose to remain in their unbelief! 

Then what The Lord Jesus goes on to say at verses 8:11,12 would have also been a further condemnation to those elders, which according to Luke’s account were present here, "[11] I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; [12] BUT THE SONS OF THE KINGDOM WILL BE CAST OUT INTO THE OUTER DARKNESS; IN THAT PLACE THERE WILL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH." 

It is very important that we keep in mind here that it is the "kingdom of Heaven" which is in view here, which The Lord Jesus has been personally speaking of since Matthew 4:17, and which pertains to God's rule over the nations of the earth through His Son personally reigning as King over the nation of Israel, which we have so far seen will not occur until the fourth age of time, at the second stage of the second coming of God’s Son from Heaven to earth!

And so, the "sons of the Kingdom" at verse 8:12 is to be seen as referring to be those of the nation of Israel, who will have been found to have refused to believe in God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, in order to enter into the Kingdom as ruled over by Him, this being said now as a warning to the then present generation in Israel, represented by these elders as part of its leadership! 

Those who reject God's precious Son in any age of time can likewise be sure of being "cast out into the outer darkness; in that place" where "there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth," for then the realization will have come that one is now eternally separated from God in conscious torment.

And those who will come at that time in the fourth age of time, when God’s Son will now be reigning as King in the Kingdom of Heaven, and recline with the patriarchs of the nation of Israel at the table, are all those who will have believed in The Lord Jesus Christ!

For what needs to be realized here is that for one to recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob - who have died physically - one must first have undergone the first resurrection relating to the believers of the age of God’s dealings with the nations through the nation of Israel, which is an event that does not take place until the second stage of the second coming from Heaven to earth of The Lord Jesus Christ at the beginning of the fourth age of time!

Before going further, we should note that when we are told here at verse 8:12 that they, "will be cast out into the outer darkness," this means that they are forever shut out from the light of God’s Presence, for the word "outer" here is the Greek word "Exoteros," which occurs three times in the New Testament, each time with the word the same word "darkness, (noting Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30). 

Then when we are told that "in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth," this will be due to where they now find themselves, which will be true of all unbelievers of time, namely that after each experiences physical death, then comes the torment of the compartment of the unrighteous in Hades, before being cast into the lake of fire, which is hell, as a place of torment,  as part of the last judgment of time (noting Revelation 20:11-15), where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth in that outer darkness, because forever removed from
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