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TIRING
BUT GOOD.

THE ISLAND
IS BEAUTIFUL.

DR. MORELAND HAD AN
AIR CONDITIONER INSTALLED
IN YOUR SUITE, BUT 1 DOUBT
p YOU'LL NEED IT.

JANUARY'S ONE OF THE
PRETTIEST MONTHS. SOME
RAIN BURSTS, BUT IT STAYS

AROUND EIGHTY.

LAUGHTER FROM A PAIR OF ME/
CARVING UP A SHARK THEY'D
CAUGHT ERABBED OUR ATTENTION.

Ld I KNEW I wAS TRYING TO NOT

|| ook srockep By he LOCD.

i I ASSUMED THE SAME OF ROBIN.
17—

SHOULD GET

M SURE
YOU'RE ANXIOUS TO
SEE WHERE YOU'LL BE
LIVING..... MAYBE GET

-Nn}.' “““
= R\ “ON THE WAY TO R.
A LITTLE REST. \ ﬂ . = MORELAND'S HOME...

OF THE LOCAL SIGHTS!"

IS
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L o
BEN POINTED OUT THE
s16HTS As we DROVE. |8
7

DR. MORELAND, HE SAID, WANTED TO GREET |t
US PERSONALLY, BUT HAD TO TREAT SOME

} CHLDREN WHOD BEEN STUNG By JELLYFISH. |, ©
K .
A Y S=7iN
Bl We DROVE THROUGH THE ISLAND'S BUSINESS |38
DISTRICT. MOST OF THE BULDINGS WERE | 13
CLOSED, INCLUDING THE GAS STATION.
5 = S ———
b ==
Y =

> have you g
LIVED HERE YOUR
h WHOLE LIFE?

YEAH, EXCEPT FOR \
§ COAST GUARD AND NURSING
SCHOOL IN HAWAIL. MET
MY WIFE THERE.

NOT REALLY MUCH
JUNGLE. I MEAN, THERE'RE
NO WILD ANIMALS OR
ANYTHING.

THE BANYANS DO GET
THICK ON THE EAST SIDE. NEAR
DR. MORELAND'S PLACE.
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OF COURSE, I DIDN'T KNOW. I ONLY KNEW
THAT WE HAD BEEN OFFERED WHAT SEEMED @y
LIKE AN EXTRAORDINARY OPFORTUNITY.

A LETTER FROM DOCTOR WILSON MORELAND, WHO
SAID HE'D READ AN ARTICLE OF MINE IN A PSYCHIATRIC
JOURNAL. HE'D ADMIRED MY "SCHOLARLINESS AND
COMMON-SENSE THINKING.”

A FOUR MONTH STAY ON ARUK, TO HELP THE

POCTOR SORT THROUGH DECADES’ WORTH
b OF CLINICAL DATA. THE DOCTOR'S FILES. A
N BoOK OR ARTICLE AS THE END RESULT.

ARRIVING AT ANY OTHER
TIME, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN
AN EASY OFFER TO IGNORE.

BUT, ROBIN AND I WERE REBUILDING OUR
HOME, AFTER IT HAD BEEN BURNED BY A
PSYCHOPATH. AND ROBIN WAS HEALING.

SEVERE TENDINITIS IN HER WRIST
HAD KEPT HER FROM HER
INSTRUMENT-MAKING WORKSHOP.

50, WE'D HEADED OUT, WITH SPIKE 7O SETTLE INTO
IN TOW...A LITTLE SEASICK, BUT T OUR NEW, TEMPORARY

SEEMING AS EAGER AS WE WERE... HOME ON ARUK.
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I THE CAPTAIN SAID SOMEONE WOULD
BE ALONG TO PICK US UP...

... JUST AS I SPOTTED THE JEEP. A
DRIVER WHO LOOKED TO BE A LOCAL,
ALONG WITH A PASSENGER WHO

SEEMED VERY ANXIOUS TO GREET Us. !

BEN ROMERO.
WELCOME TO

DELAWARE.
THIS IS ROBIN

CASTAGNA...

AND SPIKE.

EXCELLENT.
SO GLAD YOURE
HERE. THIS LITTLE

GUY IS KIKO.

1 SHOULD GIVE

YOU A PROPER WELCOME:

AHUMA NA AHAP. THAT'S
OLD PIDGIN FOR

ENJOY OUR HOME.”

LET'S GET YOUR
THINGS LOADED. HOw
WAS YOUR TRIP?

HIS NAME
1S SPIKE,
KIKO.
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THIS IS CARL SLEET,
THE PROPERTY'S
GARDENER.

)2

WOULD YOU PLEASE

SEE THAT OUR GUESTS'
THINGS GET TO THEIR

N ROOMS? THE JEEP IS
\ FRONT.

SHE GOT
SCRUB TYPHUS. THE
NAVY FIRED HER. BILL
HIRED HER RIGHT AWAY.
HER DAUGHTER CHERYL
IS A BIT...SLOW.

%
RYONE'S
BEEN WITH DR. BILL
ALONG TIME.

P
EVE

GLADYS HAS
BEEN WITH HIM SINCE
HE LEFT THE NAVY. SHE g
USED TO WORK FOR
THE COMMANDER

YEAH...THE
JAPANESE MILITARY
GOVERNOR WANTED
TO BE KING OF THE

MOUNTAIN.
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THAT PEAK IS
THE HIGHEST POINT
ON THE ISLAND.

JAPANESE FIGURED
THE MOUNTAINS GAVE THEM
A NATURAL BARRIER FROM
AN EASTERN LAND
ASSAULT.

WE PASSED THE
SLAVE BARRACKS
ON THE WAY UP.

WHEN MCARTHUR
TOOK THE ISLAND, THE
SLAVES TURNED ON THE
JAPANESE. I GUESS IT
GOT PRETTY UGLY.

YOUR STUFF
WILL BE BROUGHT
UP LATER. ANYTHING
ELSE 1 CAN DO
FOR YoU?

UMM.....
YOU CAN DRINK
THE WATER. CARBON
FILTERS ON ALL THE
CISTERNS.

OUR FRUITS AND
VEGETABLES ARE
ORGANIC. DR. BILL
GROWS IT ALL
HIMSELF.

GREAT.
DINNER'S AT
SIX. DRESS

COMFORTABLY.

HAVE EVERYTHING.
THANKS.
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THE ROAD CHANGED FROM GRAVEL
TO SMOOTH ASPHALT AS WE
ENTERED THE MORELAND ESTATE.

o 2 a e o -
NOT EVERYONE ON ARUK
WAS IMPOVERISHED.
@N I

THE JAPANESE
ARMY BUILT THE HOUSE
IN 1912, THIS WAS THEIR

HEADQUARTERS.

D
(R 155 5
A /

» |
-
b =~ THE WHOLE -

& = PLACE IS ROCK SOLID.

BIGGEST STRUCTURE ON N\
THE ISLAND, OUTSIDE OF \
| THE NAVAL BASE.
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BEN OPENED THE FRONT /
DOOR WITHOUT A KEY.
THE ESTATE IS
h

LARGE. SEVEN HUNDRED
ACRES, GIVE OR TAKE.

IT HAD BEEN A LONG TIME
SINCE I'D SEEN A DOOR
LEFT UNLOCKED IN L.A.

i

1

AH...

YOU SHOULD MEET
GLADYS MEDINA, GOURMET
CHEF AND EXECUTIVE
HOUSEKEEPER, AND HER

DAUGHTER, Ct

~

DR. ALEX
DELAWARE AND MS.
ROBIN CASTAGNA.
23
(Y
. 3 Y
8

MODESTY.

WE COOK AND COME ON...TLL
CLEAN. NICE TO v ~. SHOW YOU YOUR
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WY CN\WEN \©
WHITE WORM PEOPLE, DRAGGING
THER MISSHAPEN LIMBS THROUGH
SINUOUS BANYANS...
CSET SN W
.. THER kN SLowne IS
IN THE MOONLIGHT. -
e
AN A

4\

DEFORMED FACES CONTORTING,
THEIR MOUTHS ATTEMPTING
SCREAMS, BUT MANAGING ONLY
FA

! 1IF I'D KNOWN WHAT WAS WAITING
[N FOR US ON THE ISLAND OF ARUK,

I WOULD NEVER HAVE BOARDED
\| 72 vacur raar rook us mhere.

\ 778
YOUNG WOMEN MURDERED. B
BUTCHERED.

THEIR BLOOD AND ORGANS
STAINING SMOOTH WHITE
ROCK NEXT TO A PERFECTLY
WHITE BEACH.

I CERTAINLY WOULDN'T HAVE
ASKED ROBIN TO JOIN ME.

| (W4
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SHRIEKING. ENRAGED. “ 1

by

-— " . ) -~
E,e/’ e &
| W A
5/—’;{ g URIN L S—og
N - ! cHAINED TO HER OWN BED, M
(48 . CLAWING AT THE AIR UNTIL
HER HEART EXPLODED.






