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    For Phil, with love.

      

    

1. The Hopeful Parents

Agnes was born to Julia Ballas Tokar on a small farm in Three Springs, Pennsylvania, on August 10, 1922. When the mine that employed her father, Michael, closed in 1932, he moved his family to New York City: first to the Lower East Side, then to the West Village, and later to St. Paul the Apostle Parish on West Fifty-Ninth Street. Agnes finished grade school at St. Paul’s and attended Jean the Baptist all-girls high school.

In 1941, Agnes entered a two-year nursing program at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Greenwich Village and went on to receive a bachelor of science degree in public health nursing at St. John’s University. She joined the Brooklyn Visiting Nurse Association and commuted from her parents’ apartment on West Fifty-Eighth Street.
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Letters of Reference
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Many letters were exchanged through the adoption process. Among them, this one from Al’s commanding officer:


363d Reconnaissance Technical Squadron

Shaw Air Force Base, South Carolina

7 November 1951




To Whom It May Concern:




It has been brought to my attention that Lieutenant and Mrs. Aloysius A. Caffrey intend to adopt a child. As his immediate commanding officer, I have had an excellent opportunity to observe his habits, manners, and character during the past year, and I feel my observations may prove valuable in evaluating his desirability as a parent.

Lieutenant Caffrey has served as my adjutant since October 19, 1950. He has performed his duties in a superior manner, his devotion to duty has been outstanding, and I can honestly state that he is one of the most conscientious men I have ever had the pleasure of being associated with. He has demonstrated a high degree of intelligence, unquestioned dependability, mature judgment, and sincerity. He is most certainly a credit to the uniform he wears.

Lieutenant Caffrey is well-liked by his fellow officers. He has a pleasant personality, gets along well with everyone, and treats his fellow human beings with respect. His personal behavior has been unquestioned, and his moral character is outstanding. Although he and I are of different religious denominations, I know him to be a man of deep religious convictions and beliefs.

In the past year, I have also had the pleasure of meeting and knowing Mrs. Caffrey. Like her husband, she is a fine person, and one whom I feel is well qualified in every respect to assume the responsibilities of parenthood.

I know of no couple of my acquaintances whom I would consider more deserving or qualified for parenthood through adoption. I feel so strongly that Lieutenant and Mrs. Caffrey would make good parents, that I would go so far as to say that I would not hesitate to give them my daughter to raise if I was forced to do so by some unforeseen tragedy.




Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Custer, Major USAF Commanding
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The Announcement
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Catholic Charities of Charleston

86 America Street, Charleston, 14, South Carolina

February 19, 1952




Dear Lt. and Mrs. Caffrey:




Here is good news! Baby Ruth Ann will be waiting for you in the Infant Home as soon as you tell us you can conveniently make the trip to Rock Hill. She was born on September 21, 1951, and so is nearly five months old. She has brown eyes and dark hair and weighs about fourteen pounds. The baby’s nationality background is predominantly Irish and English. Her parents were of average height and medium build. There is no history of advanced education, due more to circumstance than lack of ability.

As soon as you feel that you can make the trip to Rock Hill, let us know so that we will be able to notify Sister Mathia of your coming. She will release the baby to you on any weekday between the hours of 10:00 and 10:30 or 2:00 and 2:30.

When you go to Rock Hill, you will go directly to St. Philip’s Hospital, which is on Confederate Avenue. Sister Mathia will go with you across the street to the Infant Home. You will want to take to Rock Hill whatever clothing you want the baby to travel in.

We suggest also that you bring a couple of sterilized bottles for feedings and a well-scalded thermos bottle in which Sister can put some of the baby’s formula.




With all good wishes, I am sincerely yours,

(Miss) Margaret Bayley, Executive Secretary



How many times must Al and Agnes have read and re-read this letter, studying the instructions? The couple was surely over the moon. They would quickly tighten up their plan to make the trip to Rock Hill. Agnes’s mother shipped a crib from New York to Sumter. The baby would have to sleep in the front room since there was barely room to make the bed in the couple’s bedroom.
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Not Present-Present
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Petitioners and Respondent not present in Rock Hill Court of Common Pleas, York County, South Carolina, October 20, 1952. Prospective adoptive parent Petitioners not present for hearing. They and the infant child Respondent stay home in Sumter. Although a big day for Petitioners, they don’t travel ninety miles, this time. Present at hearing held at the law offices of Petitioners’ lawyer are Referee, Clerk, Petitioner’s lawyer, lawyer for and Director Reverend Father S. of Catholic Charities Agency, as well as Sister Matthias Guardian ad Litem for an infant child known as Ruth Ann, Respondent.

At close of proceedings the infant child is transferred into sole custody and care of the Petitioners—she already is in their Sumter home. Prior to court date Petitioner Al and Agnes tendered infant child’s new name to Catholic Charities Agency in writing where it was entered into record and imprinted on the gilt-edged Certificate of Baptism and Birth. At close of hearing the child’s name is changed to Mary Ellen from Ruth Ann. Adoption finalized. Papers all signed and exchanged through U.S. mail. Final bulk of onion skin in manila envelope accompanied gilt-edged Certificate of Baptism and Birth transferred to new parents. Sealed from all parties in adoption—the child’s Original Birth Certificate.
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